Is Your God an Idiot?

What Comedians Know and Most Preachers Miss
by — Steve Martin, the Grace Dude

Comedians like the late George Carlin had some sharp, hilarious routines about religion and
Christianity — and he never pulled a punch. He went after the version of God he was handed
growing up: petty, moody and constantly in need of validation. And honestly, he wasn’t wrong.
The god that much of Christianity promotes really does come off that way. That god deserves to be
mocked — because that god is a joke.

One of Carlin’s most famous routines nails the insanity of religion’s version of God. He says, “He
loves you ... and he needs money! He always needs money! He’s all-powerful, all-knowing, all-
wise — just can’t handle money.”

Then he takes it further: “He loves you — and he’ll burn you forever!” Carlin was mocking the
contradiction at the heart of mainstream Christianity: a god who supposedly loves you
unconditionally, but will roast you in hell if you don’t love him back the right way. And he’s right
to call it out. That kind of love sounds more like emotional blackmail than divine grace. It’s
manipulative. It’s cruel. And it’s the exact opposite of the God revealed in Christ.

Let’s just say it.

The version of God that much of Christianity has been selling makes Him look like a cosmic idiot.

Not loving. Not wise. Not sovereign. Just — insecure, inconsistent and unstable.

Here’s the setup we’re supposed to swallow:

God creates everything, knowing most of His creation will reject Him.

He sends His Son to save the world — but somehow, most of the world still ends up in hell.
He gives us free will — but holds us eternally accountable for using it wrong.

He loves us unconditionally — unless we don’t love Him back the right way.

Then it’s off to eternal conscious torment, forever, no exceptions.

Seriously? This is the God we’re supposed to call “good”?

In that version, God is a control freak with attachment issues. He’s all-powerful but can’t save most
of humanity. He’s full of grace but only if you follow the rules. He’s sovereign, but your decision
can wreck His plan.

No wonder people like Carlin called it out. No wonder people are leaving church in droves. They’re
not running from God. They’re running from this distorted caricature — this religious Frankenstein
stitched together by fear, tradition and centuries of bad theology.



But here’s the good news:

That god isn’t real.
The real God doesn’t need your permission to succeed. He’s not losing sleep over your decision.
He’s not a divine used-car salesman begging for a commitment.

He is the Author of all things.
He planned the ending before the beginning.
He’s not hoping you choose Him — He chose you before the foundation of the world.

And grace?

It’s not a limited-time offer.
It’s not “free”” with conditions in the fine print.
It’s the unstoppable flow of love from a God who never fails and never quits.

Hell? It’s a lie.
Sin? Part of the plan.
Redemption? Guaranteed.

The gospel isn’t “God loves you, but...”
It’s “God loves you. Period.”

So, if the god you were handed seems petty, weak or cruel:

Don’t walk away from God.
Walk away from the lie.

You’re not rebelling.
You’re waking up.

You were never meant to worship a god who looks like a tyrant in a robe.

Fire the god that religion gave you.
And start discovering the one who wrote a better story — for you, and for everyone.

The good news — the real good news — is that one day, George Carlin and everyone else will see
the truth. Not the twisted version that religion peddled, but the real God — full of love, power and
purpose. The God Who never needed to be defended, only revealed. The God who planned it all,
wastes nothing, and brings everyone home in the end.

The fog of fear, guilt and bad theology will lift, and what’s left will be awe, joy and the
overwhelming realization that grace really does win. No one — no skeptic, no mocker, no burned-
out believer — is beyond the reach of the One Who already claimed them before they even existed.
And when that day comes, it won’t be a courtroom. It’1l be a party.



