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Security in Christ

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
“And ve are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power:” (Colossians 2:10).

The Reality — The reality of our security in Christ is seen in
the fact that our salvation is a present possession (Ephesians
1:3-8; 2:1-9; 4:32). Our salvation is something for which we
can have complete assurance (I Thessalonians 1:5; Colossians
2:2). Ours is a wonderful security in Christ.

The Misunderstanding - If the Bible plainly teaches that
God gives eternal life, why is it that so many oppose it?

A.  The failure to understand Bible doctrine concerning
salvation — There are so many who do not understand
salvation. Salvation is given as a free gift of God’s grace
and does not depend at all upon human merit (Romans
3:19-28; 4:1-5; Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus 3:5). Those who
suppose that they have some merit hate and oppose
such a doctrine (Acts 24:14).

B.  The failure to make right division (Il Timothy 2:15).

1.  Asto salvation tenses — There is a sense in which
every believer has a three-fold salvation. It is
important to note these different tenses.

a. Past Salvation — The believer has been
saved from the guilt and the penaity of sin (I
Corinthians  1:18; Ephesians 2:5, 8 1
Timothy 1:9).

b.  Present Salvation — The believer is saved
from the daily power (i.e., dominion, habit
or practice) of sin. It is one thing to be saved
spiritually and quite another to have your life
(ie., dally walk) saved from shipwreck (I
Timothy 2:15; 4:16; I Corinthians 7:10).

c.  Future Salvation — The believer will be saved
from the presence of sin (Romans 13:11).
This will take place at Christ’s return for the
Body of Christ. This is the believer’s Blessed
Hope (Titus 2:13; I Thessalonians 4:13-18).

2. Asto dispensational distinctions — Throughout the
Bible God has had different dispensations (or
administrations). There are truths which belong to
Israel that do not belong to the Body of Christ. Peter
uses the phrase “present truth” in Il Peter 1:12.

Many try to follow the dispensations of the Old
Testament (Romans 15:4) or of Christ's earthly
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ministry (Romans 15:8); but Paul was given the
dispensation for us (Colossians 1:25-26;
Ephesians 3:2-3; Romans 15:15-16; 16:25-26).

3.  Astosalvation and rewards — Salvation is a free gift
(Romans 6:23; 5:14-21). Rewards are for a
believer’'s works. A believer may not have any
reward at the Judgement seat of Christ, but “... he
himself shall be saved...” (I Corinthians 3:15).

4.  Asto passages warning unbelievers — An example
of such a message is Romans 11:21. This is not
dealing with the members of the Body of Christ,
but rather it is a warning to the Gentiles (in light of
their great spiritual privilege and Israel’s fall).

5.  Asto the context — The context is indispensable. It
is one of the fundamental rules of Bible study.
When [ was small I remember hearing that “a text
without a context is a pretext.” How true; many
believers have their assurance shaken for simple
failure to understand the context. An example of
such misunderstanding is found in Galatians
chapter five. The Galatian believers had left Paul’s
gospel for a gospel which included works. These
believers had fallen from the grace doctrine and
their lives had become unprofitable.

The Doctrine

The believer has eternal life - Romans 6:23; Titus 1:2.

The believer is saved by grace, not works — Ephesians

2:89; Titus 3:5; Romans 4:5; 11:6.

The believer is in God the Father — I Thessalonians 1:1;

Il Thessalonians 1:1.

The believer is in Jesus Christ — Philippians 1:1, I

Corinthians 5:17.

The believer is indwelt by God the Father — Ephesians 4:6.

The believer is indwelt by Jesus Christ — Colossians 1:27;

Galatians 2:20.

The believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit — Romans 8:9;

[ Corinthians 2:12; 3:16.

The believer has his sins forgiven. Sin is what separates

us from God, and God has already forgiven us all

trespasses. Colossians 2:13.

The believer will not have his sins imputed (written
(continued on page 3)



Dear reader,

Greetings in the wonderful name of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ! It is
with great joy that we bring to you the first issue of 7he Bible Student’s
Notebook. This is the fulfillment of a burden which we have had for a number
of years. We pray that God will use our feeble effort and resources to bring
honor and glory to Himself, glory which He alone so rightly deserves.

PurPOSE

It is our belief that every voice that can speak out for God;s glorious grace
needs to! The message of Paul’s distinct ministry must go out as 7ar and as
wide as possible.

ATTITUDE

We have no corner on truth, nor does anyone else. None possesses “all truth”
infallibly. Therefore we seek to fellowship with all those who love the Lord Jesus
Christ and take pleasure in His precious Word. We agree with the words of
George Whitefield when he said, “I truly love all that love the glorious Emman-
uel, and though | cannot depart from the principles which | believe are clearly
revealed in the Book of God, yet | can cheerfully associate with those that differ
from me, if | have reason to think that they are united to our common Head.”

We desire to avoid destructive “uniformity” and allow for differences of
opinion. We don't expect our readers to agree with everything that will appear
within the pages of this publication, but we do trust that you will study out the
information and that it will stimulate further Bible study. As one editor has so
well said, “I hope anyone following after me will go further than | have gone in
the search for truth, will see more of the Word of God than | have seen, and
will explore where | never dreamt treasures were to be found.”

So do not be surprised if, from tiem to time, you read articles which reflect
changefrom previous things which we have said or written. This is progress.

We simply ask that you keep an gpen Bible and an open mind.

Many of our articles will appear, in some degree, in outline form. You are
challenged to “give them meat.”

GOAL

It is our goal to pring that which we believe will be of benefit to the Body of
Christ. We may not fully agree with all the doctrines or practices of every
contributing writer, yet we do wish to forbear one another in love (Ephesians
4:2).

CORRESPONDENCE WELCOME

We encourage you to write to us, even if you are in disagreement with our
teaching. We will endeavor to handle all inquiries with Christian love and
kindness, and we would appreciate the same from you as you write to us.

VISITORS

We extend to you an invitation to the home or your editor. You would be most
welcome. Do bring your Bible though: you will need it!Questions are encour-
aged. If you live out of town we can feed and sleep you in our home, but please
let us know as far in advance as possible. We do have a schedule and you
need to make reservations.

Your servant,

Oy

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Il Corinthians 4:5
05/1989

Bible Student's Notebook

This biweekly publication (24 times a year) is dedicated to:

» the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceed-
ing grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7)
the affirmation of God’s purpose to save all mankind
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I
Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10; Titus 2:11)
the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world
began” (Romans 16:25)
true freedom and liberty apart from the law (Galatians 5:1)
the organic nature of the church, the body of Christ (I
Corinthians 12)
the distinct ministry of Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles
(Romans 11:13)
the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received
(Romans 14-15)
the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long re-
mained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, preju-
dice, misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13).
the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians
2:10), with ...
- total forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:14)
- identity in His death, burial, and resurrection

(Romans 6)

- adult sonship position (Galatians 4)

This publication is a joint effort of a few members of the body
of Christ. It is a product of our individual lives and ministries
together. We do not claim infallibility for its contents. Our
readers are asked to be as the Bereans and search the Scrip-
tures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians 5:21).

This publication is not connected with any “Movement,”
“Organization,” “Mission,” or separate body of believers, but
is sent forth to and for all “saints.”

SUBSCRIPTION

U.S.: 6 months (12 issues) - $24%; 1 year (24 issues) - $42%;
2 years (48 issues) - $72%; 3 years (48 issues) - $96%;
Foreign: 1 year (24 issues) - $60%;
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Remember that it is our responsibility as husbands and fathers
to take the truths we learn from God’s Word, the truths that
we hold dear, and impart them to our families.
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down, placed on his account) — Romans 4:8.

The believer has peace with God — Romans 5:1.

The believer has no condemnation —Romans 8:1, 32-34.
The believer is complete in Christ — Colossians 2:10.
The believer has been blessed with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly places — Ephesians 1:3.

The believer has a God that cannot lie — Titus 1:2.

The believer’s life is Christ’s life — Colossians 3:4.

The believer has been baptized into the Body of Christ
—I Corinthians 12:13.

The believer is sealed (Ephesians 1:13) until the day of
redemption (Ephesians 4:30). This is the earnest (quarantee)
of the Spirit — Ephesians 1:14; [l Corinthians 1:22; 5:5.

The believer is accepted in the beloved — Ephesians 1:6.
The believer has been bought by Christ — I Corinthians
6:19-20.

The believer has God on his side — Romans 8:31.

The believer cannot be separated from the love of God
— Romans 8:38-39.
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The believer is the workmanship of God (Ephesians
2:10), which He will complete — Philippians 1:6.

The believer is seated in heaven — Ephesians 2:6.

The believer has an inheritance — Ephesians 1:18;
Colossians 1:12.

The believer is a new creature — Il Corinthians 5:17.
The believer is saved from the wrath to come - I
Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9; Romans 5:9. The list goes on.
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The believer may truly rest in the finished work of Christ. He rejoices,
not because of his own faithfulness, but in the faithfulness of God (Il
Timothy 2:13).

This security in Christ does not lead the believer to loose and careless
living. Quite the contrary, it is rather the motivation to live under
grace, as is well pleasing to the Lord (Romans 6:1-12; 12:1-2; 1l
Timothy 2:19-22). This is what Paul calls “walking worthy of our
vocation” (Ephesians 4:1). ®

T he Church T hat Is In'T heir House

by — Lester J. Carpenter

f there is one thing that is foreign to the Pauline epistles, it is

the false notion that God’s people should waste fortunes on

building crystal cathedrals and other uneconomical edifices
and temples. However, the idea of having glamorous buildings
is not entirely alien to Scripture. There was a time when, under
the law, God placed great emphasis on special buildings. Israel’s
worship, priesthood and very life centered on the Temple
because the Lord had placed His name there. Notice what God
said to Solomon: “And the Lord said unto him, I have heard thy
praver and thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: |
have hallowed this house, which thou hast built, to put my name
there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there
perpetually,” (I Kings 9:3). Israel was even instructed to pray
toward the Temple (I Kings 8:29; Psalm 5:7).

In contrast Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, stated, “God that
made the world and all things therein, seeing that He is Lord
of heaven and earth, dwelleth not in temples made with
hands,” (Acts 17:24). In fact, in this dispensation of Grace we,
the body of Christ, are the temple of God. “What? know ye
not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is
in you, which ve have of God, and ye are not your own?” (I
Corinthians 6:19). Paul is not referring to a physical building
when he writes in [ Timothy 3:15, “But if I tarry long, that
thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the
house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth.”

In light of these distinctions we see that the importance of
buildings has been drastically reduced because they no
longer have any spiritual significance whatsoever. Most of the
churches in which Paul ministered were located within
houses. This is not to condemn church buildings nor meeting
halls, which are very convenient, but to show that we operate
in a dispensation which lacks holy buildings, utensils and
ceremonies. Our greatest and present concern is to clearly
preach the “Gospel of the Grace of God,” (Acts 20:20).

One couple in Scripture, Aquila and Priscilla, provided a
meeting place for a local church in their home. They had

been taught the truth by Paul as they labored with him in
Corinth (Acts 18:1-3, 11). We find that Paul mentions them
twice in his epistles (Romans 16:3-5; [ Corinthians 16:19),
along with the fact that there was a church in their home. In
Paul’s closing salutation in Romans, we read of their
dedication: “Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Jesus
Christ: Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto
whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the
Gentiles. Likewise greet the church that is in their house...”
(Romans 16:3-5a).

Often times, churches meeting within homes are looked upon
as less authentic for lack of a building or funds. We should be
encouraged by the fact that the majority of the churches
which Paul established were small, seemingly insignificant
works, within homes, that took the message and turned the
world upside down (Acts 17:6). Yet, at the same time, we can
give God thanks when believers increase to the point that
buildings overflow.

There were many people Paul greeted throughout his epistles,
but we’ll always remember people like Nymphas (Colossians
4:15), Justus (Acts 18:7), and Priscilla and Aquila because
there were ministries in their homes.

In regard to giving and submission, Paul tells the Corinthians
that God accepts our service on the basis of what we have,
not what we lack. “For if there be first a willing mind, it is
accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to
that he hath not,” (Il Corinthians 8:12).

Paul states in Acts 20:20 that he taught “publickly, and from
house to house.” If Paul’s ministry is our pattern for service (I
Timothy 1:15-16), then we must put the emphasis on the
message and not in the architecture. So let us go from house
to house, “... to make all men see what is the fellowship of
the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ,”
(Ephesians 3:9). m

Issue 1

BIBLE STUDENT'S NOTEBOOK™ — PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963 3



Put V our Money Into
T he Message

by — Oswald J. Smith

We must decide whether we are going to put our money
into the building, or into the message. For nearly 1900 years
now the church has been putting its money into the
building, and, instead of getting out the message, we have
been erecting magnificent and luxurious auditoriums in
which to worship God.

Some false cults have been much wiser. They put their
money into their erroneous message. They know that the
message is more important than the building. Yet all over
the United States of America and the Dominion of Canada
we are still investing in bricks and mortar, whereas God
wants us to invest in the message.

Not until the church realizes that the message is more
important than the building will we be able to evangelize the
world. If, for the monetary investment into the “printed
page” we can win souls to Christ, then by all means we
should put our money into the message. God did not tell us
to build luxurious churches and invite the people to come
in. Let us put our money not into the building, but into the
message. W

Growing Old In Grace

by — Matthew Coyle

“I don't intend to grow old!
I intend to fight it every step of the way!”

Those are the opening lines of a beautiful young woman,
advertising a “beauty cream”. The advertisers say their product
will help maintain a youthful look as one grows older.

Now, there is nothing wrong with a woman using
moisturizing cream, and no doubt it could be very helpful. But
we see here, as well as throughout our society, an underlying
attitude toward growing old that is most disturbing. It is a
negative one. The common message today is that being “old”
is undesirable and is to be dreaded and avoided. This message
and it’s resulting behavior is all around us. One famous singer,
it is reported, has had numerous plastic surgery procedures
done on his face to help him look more “youthful”. He also
reportedly has an apparatus that supposedly halts the aging
process. The message is, “Stay in tip-top shape, do anything to
maintain your youthful appearance so you will stay younger
longer and add years to your life.”

Now again, there is nothing wrong with looking your best
and keeping fit. A person may even live longer. But it is the
writer’s belief that many people, maybe the majority, that get
caught up in this “look young and stay fit” craze might be
trying to forget the fact that they will certainly die one day. But
the fact is, we are going to die. Now everybody knows they are
going to die, but most people ignore this fact, and this is very
dangerous.

The bottom line is that man is trying to fight death. He is
trying to avoid it at all costs. He fears it and what’s beyond it.
Now of course this is not to say that men should live recklessly

(continued on page 5)

T he Deity Of Christ

Is Jesus Christ Really God?
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

10.

11.

The Bible says that there is only one true God (Isaiah
43:10; 44:8; 45:21-22). Yet the Bible says that Jesus is
God (Isaiah 9:6; Matthew 1:23; John 1:1; 20:28; Acts
7:59; Hebrews 1:8; I John 5:20).

The Bible says that God only is to be worshipped
(Exodus 20:2-5; 34:14; Deuteronomy 5:6-9; Matthew
4:10). Yet the Bible says that Jesus is worshipped
(Matthew 2:2, 11; 14:33; 15:25; 8:2; 28:9; Luke 24:52;
John 5:23; Hebrews 1:6).

The Bible says that God only is to receive glory (Isaiah
42:8; 48:11, Jeremiah 13:16; Matthew 5:16). Yet the
Bible says that Jesus is given glory (John 1:14; 17:5; 1
Corinthians 2:8; Hebrews 1:3; I Peter 1:21; 5:10-11; II
Peter 3:18; James 2:1; Revelation 1:5-6; 21:23).

The Bible says that God is the creator of the universe
(Genesis 1:1; Psalm 8:1-3; 102:24-25; Isaiah 44:24).
Yet the Bible says that Jesus is the creator (John 1:1-3;
Colossians 1:16).

The Bible says that the Bible is inspired by God (II
Timothy 3:16; I Peter 1:21). Yet the Bible says that
Jesus’ Spirit did the work of inspiration (I Peter 1:10-11).

The Bible says that God is the only Savior (Isaiah 43:3,
11; 45:21, Luke 1:46-47; Titus 1:3; 3:4; Jude 25). Yet
the Bible says that Jesus is the Savior (Luke 2:11; Titus
1:4; Il Peter 1:1; 2:20).

The Bible says that God only can forgive sins (Isaiah
1:18; 43:25). Yet the Bible says that Jesus can forgive
sins (Matthew 9:2-6; Mark 2:5-7; Ephesians 1:7; I John
1:7-9).

The Bible says that God is redeemer (Job 19:25; Psalm
19:14; Isaiah 49:26; 60:16). Yet the Bible says that

Jesus is redeemer (Romans 3:24; [ Corinthians 1:30;
Galatians 3:13; Hebrews 9:12).

The Bible says that God purchased us with His own
blood (Acts 10:28). Yet the Bible says that Jesus is the
One who shed His blood (Revelation 1:5).

The Bible says that God was pierced (Zechariah 12:4,
10). Yet the Bible says that Jesus was the One pierced
(John 19:37).

The Bible says that the Jews tempted God in the wilder-
ness (Exodus 17:2). Yet the Bible says that Jesus was
the One tempted in the wilderness (I Corinthians 10:9).

(continued on page 6)
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our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

Some F acts About Grace

By - Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ

hristianity, by placing emphasis on the wrong things, has

become, in our day, little more than an ethical or moral system.

Yet the basis of true Christianity is the supernatural saving work
of God, which is made possible through the sacrifice of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and freely bestowed upon all who believe, by grace.

It is true that those who are saved have been given a rule of life, but
this is only secondary. Salvation’s terms are clearly defined — “For by
grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the
gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast,” (Ephesians
2:8-9). Salvation is the transforming work of God for man, not man’s
work for God. Salvation is what God does for one who trusts the
finished work of Christ.

[ Grace Defined
Grace is the undeserved and unrecompensed favor of God.
I. Characteristics of Grace

A. Grace cannot be withheld because of demerit, or
unworthiness (Romans 4:5-8). Grace ceases to be
grace if God has to withdraw it due to man’s sin. Pure
grace cannot be exercised where the slightest degree of
human merit or goodness is recognized. Christ has
paid for sin —men now either accept or reject what God
has done. It is not a sin question, but a Son question.
All questions of demerit and unworthiness have been
banished (Ephesians 1:6). Salvation is by grace alone.

B. Grace cannot be lessened because of demerit or
unworthiness. Grace will not allow God to do less for one
who has been more sinful. Much sinfulness calls for much

grace (Romans 5:20-21). The sin question has been set
aside. God’s saving grace is without measure. This is not to
say that God has ignored the fact of sin, but He has met this
issue perfectly and finally, once and for all, at Calvary.

C. Grace cannot incur a debt. An act is not gracious if it, under
any circumstances, incurs a debt. Grace is the
unrecompensed favor of God. That includes any past,
present or future repayment. Salvation is a gift, and a
benefit cannot rightfully be called a gift if it must be paid for
before, at the time of, or after (Romans 6:23). No service is
to be given, on the part of the believer, with the thought of
repayment. Any such attitude would only cause distress to
the giver. These attempts only frustrate His grace (Galatians
2:21). How faithfully we should serve Him, as an
expression of love, but never as a repayment.

D. Graceis not exercised as a payment of a debt (Romans 4:4;
11:6). Grace could never be the payment of a debt, i.e.,
deserving. Man is already condemned “under sin’
(Romans 3:9; Galatians 3:22), and is “guilty” (Romans
3:19), thus all merit and worthiness on man'’s part has been
disposed of absolutely and forever (Ephesians 2:8-9; Titus
3:5-7). An act ceases to be purely gracious when it is in
recognition of merit, worthiness, or the payment of a debt
(Romans 3:24).

Pure grace is neither treating a person as he deserves, nor
treating a person better than he deserves, but treating a
person without the slightest reference to what he deserves.

GRACEis: Gods Riches At Chrsts E xpense W

(continued from page 4)

and invite death, but the fact of the matter is that death is
inevitable. The Creator of the universe has stated so in His
Word. “It is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the
judgement,” (Hebrews 9:27). Man fears and hates death
because he is a sinner and has been separated from fellowship
with God. He knows that one day he will stand before God to
receive his sentence of condemnation. God has said, “For the
wages of sin is death;” (Romans 6:23).

But that is not the whole verse: there is more. And the rest
of the verse is glorious! It is good news for man! “... but the gift
of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Man does
not have to fear growing old. He does not have to fear death.
He does not have to fear the wrath of God. God poured out
His wrath upon His own Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, for our
sake on the cross. “In whom [Christ] we have redemption
through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
riches of His grace,” (Ephesians 1:7). That is what Jesus
accomplished for us. The reason God did this for us is stated in
Ephesians 2:4-7, “But God, who is rich in mercy, for His great
love wherewith He loved us, even when we were dead in sins,
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are
saved;) And hath raised us up together, and made us sit

together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to
come He might shew the exceeding riches of His grace in His
kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.” The amazing thing
about this is that this was a mystery hid in God. The Old
Testament only prophesied of Jesus coming to die and be
buried, resurrected and ascended to heaven. Then He would
come back to establish a Jewish kingdom for the nation of
Israel. These were strictly Jewish related prophecies. It is not
that the Gentiles had no place in God’s kingdom, for they
could partake, but it had to be through Israel.

Now Jesus did come, He did die, was buried, resurrected
and ascended to heaven, but He has not yet returned to
establish the Jewish kingdom. Israel rejected the Messiah and
His kingdom. But God in His foreknowledge had planned from
the very beginning this present “Dispensation of the Grace of
God”. It is a glorious message revealed through Paul, the
Apostle. God wants to reconcile us to Himself because He
loves us. This is truly great news. The best news mankind could
ever know. Man does not have to fear and shun the idea of
growing old. “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt
be saved and thy house,” (Acts 16:31). &
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infirmities” (I Timothy 5:23).

Instruction For T he Sick:

A Dispensational Consideration
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
“Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often

n this verse we find a remarkable instruction given by Paul,

the Apostle, to Timothy. The dispensational light which is

given by this passage on sickness is often overlooked!
Timothy, according to this Scripture, was plagued by stomach
problems and “often infirmities.” These could have been
easily relieved under the program of the kingdom (i.e., that of
the twelve apostles) and in the early transitional ministry of
Paul; but in Paul’s latter ministry, after having received the full
knowledge of the mystery, he no longer had such powers,
(Philippians 2:24; Il Timothy 4:20).

Paul’s instruction to Timothy was not:

1. That he had sinned and needed to confess his sin to
be healed.

2. That Satan had inflicted this upon him and that he
must “deny it”.

3. That his faith was weak or lacking and that if he

would only believe God’s promises and pray the

“prayer of faith” that he would receive deliverance

from his sickness.

That he should call for the elders of the church (he

was one!) and have the anointing with oil.

That his healing was in the atonement and that he

was to “claim it”.

That he should use special handkerchiefs or aprons.

That he should get into a “healing line”.

That he should simply “pray about it”.

Ny v e

NO! Paul gives Timothy only one piece of instruction: Paul
prescribed the common medicine of that day — wine (it must be
remembered that Luke, the beloved physician, was a
companion of Paul). Paul prescribed medicine. Did you see that?

“

.. use a little wine ...”

Paul’s instruction was for medical attention to be given to the
weakness and frailty of his corruptible body. Paul gave no
further hope than that which could be received through
medical resources. Does that seem strange or “unspiritual” to
you? What happened to the ministry of Paul? A new order (or
dispensational change) had completed it’s transition and was
now in full operation. No longer was the attention of the
believer placed upon the “physical” aspect, with it's many
miraculous signs, wonders and healings, but now was focused
upon that which was real and lasting — the eternal, the unseen
(Il Corinthians 4:18).

“Set your daffection on things above, not on things on
the earth. For ve are dead, and vour life is hid with
Christ in God,” (Colossians 3:2-3).

We can learn much from Paul, our pattern (I Timothy 1:16),
and apostle (Romans 11:13). We learn from him that
deliverance is not the answer to our physical infirmities.

“And He said unto me, my grace is sufficient for thee:
for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most
gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me. Therefore 1
take pleasure in infirmities...” (Il Corinthians 12:9-10).

“... for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am,
therewith to be content ... I can do all things
through Christ which strengtheneth me,”
(Philippians 4:11, 13). =&

(continued from page 5)

12. The Bible says that God is the Rock (Deuteronomy
32:3-4, 18; 11 Samuel 22:32; Psalm 18:31; Isaiah
17:10). Yet the Bible says that Jesus is the Rock (I
Corinthians 10:4).

13. The Bible says that God raised Jesus Christ from the
dead (Acts 2:24; 3:15; 4:10; 13:30; Romans 6:4; Colos-
sians 2:12; I Thessalonians 1:9-10; Hebrews 13:20; I
Peter 1:21). Yet the Bible says that Jesus raised Himself
from the dead (John 2:19; 10:17-18).

14. The Bible says that god is the First and the Last (Isaiah
41:4; 44:6). Yet the Bible says that Jesus is the First and
the Last (Revelation 2:8; 22:13).

15. The Bible says that Jesus has the Names and Attributes
of God.

a. Immanuel — Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23.
b. 1AM — Exodus 3:14; John 8:58.

¢.  Almighty — Genesis 17:1; Revelation 1:8.
d.  Everlasting Father - Isaiah 9:6.

e. Immutable — Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8.

f.  Omniscient — Isaiah 40:28; Job 37:16; John 1:48;
6:64; 16:30; 21:17; Colossians 2:3.

g.  Omnipresent — Jeremiah 23:23-24; Matthew
18:20; 28:20.

h. Omnipotent — Job 42:2; Matthew 28:18; He-
brews 2:8. &
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Did T he Body Ot Christ Begin At Pentecost?

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

any Christians assume the Body of Christ began on
the day of Pentecost. Without ever stopping to
prove why (I Thessalonians 5:21) they then move
ahead to establish their doctrines concerning this dispensation
with this as the key. Have you ever considered what actually

took place on Pentecost? What follows is a list of fourteen
reasons why the church could not have begun at Pentecost.

1. There was already a church in existence on the day of
Pentecost (Acts 2:41, 47). This church was not the church
which is His Body (Ephesians 1:22-23), because this was
hid until it was revealed to Paul (Ephesians 3). This
church, to which the believers of Pentecost were added,
was the kingdom church and was based on the confession
of Peter that Jesus was the Christ (or Messiah). Peter was
then given the keys to this kingdom church and power to
“bind” and “loose” (Matthew 16:15-20; c.f. John 20:23).

2. Peter preached the “Last Days” of Israel on Pentecost and
not the first days of the church which is His Body (Acts
2:16-17).

3. There is no indication in Acts 2, or anywhere in Scripture,
that the Body of Christ is being formed on Pentecost.

4. Pentecost was a Jewish feast day given in the Law of
Moses (Leviticus 23; Deuteronomy 16). In the dispensa-
tion of the Grace of God there is no observance of days
and they are spoken of as “weak and beggarly elements”
and “bondage” (Galatians 4:9-11). It is inconceivable that
the Lord would begin a church on a feast day which He
had for another economy.

5. There was no casting off of the nation Israel on the day of
Pentecost, as was necessary for the establishing of the
Body of Christ (Romans 11:11-15, 32). On the contrary,
the first real offer of the kingdom was made by Peter on
Pentecost. The kingdom was not offered during the Gos-
pels, it was only said to be “at hand.” It actually was
impossible for it to have been offered until after the New
Testament was established by the death of Christ (Luke
17:24-25; 24.:26). Christ must first have suffered and then
have entered into His glory (I Peter 1:11).

6. The Body of Christ is a joint body of Jews and Gentiles.
Peter only addressed Jews at Pentecost. Notice the words,
“Ye men of Judea”, “Ye men of Israel”, “Ye”, “You”,
“Your”, “Men and Brethren”, and the “House of Israel”
throughout the passage.

7. Part of the Pentecostal celebration was the two wave
loaves of Leviticus 23. This is used as a type of the “Jews
and Gentiles” by many dispensationalists, but this cannot

match the dear teaching of I Corinthians 10:17, which
shows that the body of Christ is one bread.

8. Part of the message that Peter preached on Pentecost
involved water baptism as a requirement for salvation
(Acts 2:38). Water baptism has no part in the gospel
message committed to Paul for the Body of Christ (I
Corinthians 1:17; Ephesians 4:5).

9. On the day of Pentecost the promise of the Father was
fulfilled to Israel. This was a spiritual baptism where Christ
was the baptizer, and Israel was baptized into the Holy
Spirit (Matthew 3:11-12; Acts 1:5). This spiritual baptism
is quite different from the baptism of this dispensation,
where the Holy Spirit is the baptizer and the believer is
baptized into the Body of Christ. The student of the Bible
should learn to make a difference where God makes a
difference. There are two different spiritual baptisms: one
is to the kingdom church, the other is to the church which
is His Body. One is associated with signs and wonders,
and the other is not (I Corinthians 12:13; Romans 6:3-4).

10. Pentecost was a fulfillment of prophecy (Acts 2:16, 33;
3:24), whereas the body of Christ was a mystery which
had been kept secret since the world began (Colossians
1:24-26).

11. If there was any dispensational change, the Apostles were
completely unaware of it, for they continued at the Temple
(Acts 2:46; 3:1, 3, 8, 11; 5:20-21, 25, 42).

12. The Twelve and the kingdom church at Jerusalem also
continued, throughout the book of Acts, to observe the
Law (Acts 21:20-25; 22:12).

13. The kingdom church, in accordance with the kingdom
teachings of Christ, sold their possessions and established
a common treasury (Acts 2:44-45; 3:6; 4:32-35).

14. Peter, in his message on the day of Pentecost, did not
preach the Gospel of the Grace of God, which is the clear
and distinctive message of Paul given to him by revelation.

Some would argue at this point that God started the Body of
Christ here, despite the accounts given in Acts 2, and that Peter
was simply ignorant of it being formed. This is hard to believe
since Peter had his understanding opened (Luke 24:45), the
indwelling of the Spirit (John 20:22), the Baptism of the Holy
Ghost (Acts 1:5), and the filling with the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:4).
No, Peter was not ignorant — he was completely aware of the
program which Christ was carrying out at Pentecost and was
right on target. W
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by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Giving: By Caw, Or By Grace?

ﬂs we read through the writings
of Paul, which were given to us
in this dispensation, we find
two entire chapters devoted to the
subject of giving. This giving is clearly
by grace and not law. Thus, Paul es-
tablishes a new standard of giving.

Giving is a Grace

“Moreover, brethren, we do you
to wit of the grace of God be-
stowed on the churches of Mace-
donia; How that in a great trial of
affliction the abundance of their
joy and their deep poverty
abounded unto the riches of their
liberality,” (Il Corinthians 8:1-2).

“Insomuch that we desired Titus,
that as he had begun, so he would
also finish in you the same grace
also. Therefore, as ye abound in
everything, in faith, and utterance,
and knowledge, and in all dili-
gence, and in your love to us, see
that ye abound in this grace also,”
(Il Corinthians 8:6-7).

“And not that only, but who was
also chosen of the churches to
travel with us with this grace,
which is administered by us to the
glory of the same Lord, and decla-
ration of your ready mind,” (Il
Corinthians 8:19).

“And by their prayer for you,
which long after you for the ex-
ceeding grace of God in you,” (I
Corinthians 9:14).

This Grace Even Abounds
In “Deep Poverty”

“How that in a great trial of afflic-
tion the abundance of their joy
and their deep poverty abounded
unto the riches of their liberality,”
(Il Corinthians 8:2).

If we wait until we are able to give, we

may never give.

God accepts our service of giving (as
well as other areas) on the basis of

what we have, not what we lack.
“For if there first be a willing

mind, it is accepted according to
that a man hath, and not accord-
ing to that he hath not,” Il Corin-
thians 8:12).

Our Giving Is Not By Com-
mandment

“I speak not by commandment,
but by occasion of the forward-
ness of others, and to prove the

Our Giving Is By Love

“I speak not by commandment,
but by occasion of the forwardness
of others, and to prove the sincerity
of vour love.” (I Corinthians 13).

Love always gives (John 3:16;

God Rewards Sacrificial Giving

sincerity of your love,” (Il Corin-
thians 8:8).

“And herein I give my advice: for
this is expedient for you, who have
begun before, not only to do, but
also to be forward a year ago,” (I
Corinthians 8:10).

“For if there first be a willing
mind, it is accepted according to
that a man hath, and not accord-
ing to that he hath not,” (Il Corin-
thians 8:12).

This type of giving is neither by law
or legislation, but by grace. This new
standard of giving does away with the
law of tithing completely. The Body
of Christ cannot “rob God,” (Malachi
3:10).

“Every man according as he pur-
poseth in his heart, so let him give;
not grudgingly, or of necessity: for
God loveth a cheerful giver,” (Il
Corinthians 9:7).

Giving is not a bondage, but rather an
outworking of Divine Grace which
enables the believer to be a channel
of grace to others.

Our Giving Is By Example

“I speak not by commandment,
but by occasion of the forward-
ness of others, and to prove the
sincerity of vour love. For we
know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that, though He was rich,
vet for your sakes He became
poor, that ye through His poverty
might be rich,” (Il Corinthians
8:8-9).

Sacrifice is not giving up something that
you want, but something that you need.
Remember the grace of giving operated
in the churches of Macedonia while they
were in deep poverty. This is the type of
giving that God rewards.

“But this I say, He which soweth
sparingly shall also reap sparingly;
and he which soweth bountifully
shall reap also bountifully,” (Il Cor-
inthians 9:6)

“And God is able to make all grace
abound toward you; that ve, always
having all sufficiency in all things,
may abound to every good work,”

(I Corinthians 9:8).

Principles Of Giving

In I Corinthians chapter sixteen Paul
lays down some principles of giving.
We would do well to consider them.
The pattern of giving was:

1.

Systematic — “upon the first day
of the week” (vs. 2).

2. Personal - “let every one of you”
(vs. 2).

3. Deliberate — “lay by him in
store” (vs. 2).

4. Proportional — “as God has
prospered him” (vs. 2).

5. Honest — there should be ac-
countability in its use (vs. 3).

6. Liberal — “your liberality” (vs.

3).

The truth presented here should not
be used as an excuse to stop giving to
the work of the Lord. Giving is a great
adventure in grace (Philippians 4:14-
19). There are many good reasons
why the believer should regularly give,
although the idea that one is required
to tithe should not be among them. B



