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by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:14-20; Luke 24:45-48; John 20:19-23; Acts 1:4-8

he passages listed above are generally referred

to as the “Great Commission,” “The Marching

orders of the church,” and “The Saviour’s last
words.” If one regards the writing of Paul to be for the
Body of Christ they are forced into a very strange
position indeed. Certain portions of the Great Com-
mission are totally incompatible with Paul’'s gospel.
This has led many to believe that only parts of the
commission are to be followed today.

Much of the preaching today in the great commission
is centered on a few select words such as “Go ye” and
“Lo, I am with you alway” from Matthew, and “Every
creature” and “All the world” from Mark, etc. Such
messages are usually devotional and not doctrinal, but
it has probably been a long time since you have heard
a detailed exposition of them, if you ever have (most
of the time given to their exposition is used in explain-
ing away parts of them).

We want to briefly look at these passages using the
standard means of proper Bible interpretation (known
as Hermeneutics). I am sure that most of our readers
are well aware that the Bible is not given to any private
interpretation (II Peter 1:20). We cannot jump head-
long into a passage of Scripture without using some
standard principles. These principles, of which the
average fundamentalist should be fully aware, have
been used by the saints for hundreds of years. An
excellent example of these principles is clearly seen in
the sixteenth century writing of Miles Coverdale:

“It shall greatly help ye to understand Scrip-
ture if thou mark not only what is spoken or
wrythen, but of whom, with what words, at
what time, where, to what intent, with what
circumstances, considering what goeth be-

fore and what followeth after.”

It is not our desire to use all of these principles in this
article, for some of the teachings of these passages are
generally received by believers; but there are a num-
ber of these rules of Hermeneutics which seem to have
been completely overlooked or disregarded.

WHO Is BEING ADDRESSED?

Most people understand clearly who is speaking in the
Great Commission, but it seems only a very few know
to whom He was speaking. This is of utmost impor-
tance in properly understanding the Scriptures. Read
the passages again closely and notice who was being
addressed.

“The eleven disciples went away into Galilee

... And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying
... Go ye therefore ...” (Matthew 28:16-19).

“Afterward he appeared unto the eleven.. .And
he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and

preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark
16:14, 15).

“And ye are witnesses of these things” (Luke
24:48).

“The disciples were assembled ... Then said
Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my

Father hath sent me, even so send I you” (John
20:19-21).

“... He through the Holy Ghost had given com-
mandments unto the apostles whom he had

(continued on page 21)



Dear reader,

Greetings in the glorious grace of our wonderful Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ! We count it a great joy to be able to serve you
through the printed page. Our hearts truly desire that these small
efforts will be used of our great God to see the believer edified
and encouraged, ultimately bringing glory to Himself.

It is our plan to publish the BSN on a more regular and frequent
basis. We encourage those who enjoy teaching and communicat-
ing the precious truths of God's grace to send us Bible Study
outlines, lessons and articles for possible future use. We want to
create a type of “forum” where teaching can be shared among
the Body of Christ. We believe that this will be encouraging and
helpful to Bible students and teachers. This has been our goal
since the first issue. Will you take part in this ministry with us? Can
we join hands to build up believers and carry the news of this
wonderful dispensation of Grace as far and wide as possible?

We also want to expand our mailing list to reach other believers
who are interested in Bible study. Do you know of someone who
would be interested in receiving the BSN? Just send us their
names and addresses.

As you may have noticed the pages of the BSN continue consec-
utively through each issue, and have been prepared for storage
in a notebook (thus, the Bible Student's Aofebook). We plan to
print a complete index starting with the 10th issue, updated every
succeeding 10th issue.

This issue is four pages larger than our last issue so that we might
share with you some of the responses which we have received.
We also wanted to list a few of the books which are available
through Grace Clearinghouse. This is a catalog ministry which has
many more books than are listed in this issue. If you have not
already received a free copy of our catalog and would like to,
simply write and let us know.

Grace Clearinghouse is the mail order division of our Grace
Bookstore. This is our church bookstore which has quite a few
hundred titles which will help the Bible student. We are currently
planning to make some changes in our building so that we can
open this ministry to the public. We also are planning to open
Grace Library which will work in conjunction with the bookstore
and will also be open to the public. We trust that these two new
adventures will prove to be used of God to open many eyes locally
to the message of God’s matchless saving and stabilizing grace!
Please pray with us to this end. Our love to each of you!

Your servant,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
I Corinthians 4:5
10/1989

the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceed-
ing grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7) |U|
the affirmation of God’s purpose to save all mankind |U|
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I |U|
Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10; Titus 2:11) |U|
the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation |U|
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world |U|
began” (Romans 16:25)

true freedom and liberty apart from the law (Galatians 5:1) lUl
the organic nature of the church, the body of Christ (I |U|
Corinthians 12)

the distinct ministry of Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles 0
(Romans 11:13) 0
the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received |U|
(Romans 14-15) 1o
the recovery of rich biblical truth that has too long re-
mained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, preju-
dice, misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13).

2:10), with ...

- total forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:14) |U|

- identity in His death, burial, and resurrection |U|
(Romans 6)

- adult sonship position (Galatians 4)

This publication is a joint effort of a few members of the body
of Christ. It is a product of our individual lives and ministries
together. We do not claim infallibility for its contents. Our
readers are asked to be as the Bereans and search the Scrip-
tures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians 5:21).

|U| This publication is not connected with any “Movement,”
|U| “Organization,” “Mission,” or separate body of believers, but |U|
|U| is sent forth to and for all “saints.” |U|

SUBSCRIPTION

0
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o

2 years (48 issues) - $72%; 3 years (48 issues) - $96%;
Foreign: 1 year (24 issues) - $60%;
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Remember that it is our responsibility as husbands and fathers
to take the truths we learn from God’s Word, the truths that
we hold dear, and impart them to our families.
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Letters from Qur Readers

California
‘I enjoyed .your BSN issue #1 ... Have you done any more?
... I would be interested in receiving it ... | am praying for all
you men who preach the correct doctrine for today.”

Indiana
"| recently received information about your paper and would
like to be put on your mailing list. | was pleased and enjoyed
your BSN ... Again thanks so much for your ministry of the
Word Rightly Divided."

Tennessee
"Please put us on your mailing list to receive the BSN ... Please
find enclosed a small gift to help with the BSN."

North Carolina
"Thanks so much for sending us Issue #2 of the BSN. We find
it filled with truth from His Word ... We thank our Lord for all
the young men who are proving faithful in preaching the Grace
Message in its completeness. The enclosed check is for helping
with your expenses."

Wisconsin
"I have been truly blessed by the articles in the BSN. Also have
had others here, whose names | sent in, tell me the same - so
| trust that this will encourage you in the Lord to know that your
ministry is far-reaching way up here in Milwaukee."

lllinois
"I thoroughly enjoy the BSN ... Would you please send the BSN
to ... | have been preaching and teaching the Grace message
since 1941. May His richest and best be yours."

Arizona
"l want to thank you for the copy of the BSN. | read it with great
interest."

Maryland
Someone gave me a copy of Issue #1 BSN which | find very
good. I'd like to get about 10 copies for my Sr. Citizen's class |
teach. | hope the enclosed will cover the cost.”

Brazil
"I 'have read it (BSN) and enjoyed it very much. | am looking
forward to receiving future lessons in the notebook series, as
well as information about your Grace Clearinghouse ... May the

Lord continue to guide you and bless you as you get out the
Grace Message in printed form."

Oklahoma
"I 'am so happy to have received the BSN. | received it in
yesterday's mail, just in time to for me to have page one and
two copied to be used Sunday. ... Could you please send me 12
copies of the BSN each time they are printed?"

Philippines

"I have just received Issue #1 of your BSN and man am | so
glad to have received it. You can bet that you can go right
ahead and keep on sending it to me, in that | file all Grace
material sent to me, xerox it and send it out to others who need
to hear God's great message of Grace for today. ... | so much
appreciate your concise study on Timothy concerning his fre-
quent illness ... | cherish Grace writing and love to know that |
have yet another good source for great Grace material from
which to glean from. Keep up the good work Bro. Pilkington, the
fight may be long and hard, but the victory is ours we are
assured."

Georgia

"l just wanted to drop you a note of appreciation for sending
me a copy of your first BSN and let you know the joy in reading
well prepared, rightly divided, scripturally sound material. There
is certainly a shortage of it today and now, more than ever, a
dire need to not only do the ministry of reconciliation but edify
the saints. It seems that most are trying to proceed into battle
on a diet of skim milk and pabulum. We'll count it a joy to
continue to receive the BSN, for which the enclosed will help in
defraying the cost ... Iloaned my copy of your BSN to a friend
who was impressed with the content and would like to receive
it on a regular basis."

Ohio
"Congratulations on your BSN. A friend mailed us a copy. |
appreciate both its content and its spirit. Your article on the
Deity of Christ was superb. | plan to make copies of it, including
your credit line, to distribute at church and everywhere. So
much truth in such little space! ... May God bless you in your
efforts to publish the good news of the Grace of God."

Pennsylvania

"I enjoyed your BSN, your messages were very edifying. | would
like to be put on your mailing list."

(continued next page)
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Singapore
"Thank you so much for sending me the BSN. It has been very
encouraging to have a clearer understanding of our position in
Christ. May the grace of our Lord be with one and all who
faithfully preach Christ according to the riches of the Mystery.
(Romans 16:25)"

California
"I've just received your No. 2 issue of the BSN. Congratulations
on this valuable publication. | will prize the one | have and the
ones that are to come. It is so pleasing to see the drive that is
evident in your fellowship as you look out to a needy world."

Colorado
"I have just read your second issue of the BSN. | do enjoy the
material."

India
"Someone sent me a copy of your magazine. | have gone
through the paper very carefully and the word dispensation Has
caught my attention. The paper has good quality. Please add
my name to your mailing list to receive other free literature as
it is made available. Please send me your free packet of
dispensational tracts. Please send me the book "Things That

Differ." It is difficult for me to send you the cost of it but | would
appreciate very much if you can send me a copy of it freely as
you send to a missionary." (We did send this missionary a copy
of Things That Differ along with other materials - Editor).

Michigan
"I sure enjoyed the BSN and if it is possible, could you send me
some more copies. You fellows are doing a bang-up job! | am
past 76 and work every day here on the farm feeding livestock
to pay for my gospel ministry. Sure wish | was rich so that |
could really help you a lot! However, in the meantime, accept
this small token to show our appreciation."

Brazil
"Thanks for sending the BSN. It is a great help here on the
mission field where "tools" are often scarce in rightly dividing
the Word and getting into deeper truths. Could you please send
one or two copies of Issue #17"

Florida
"We were blessed to receive #1 of BSN. The articles were well
done and | had the opportunity to use it on our daily radio
broadcast."

Vour Farr

Now that you hawve read this publication, it's

Vour turn.,

If the truths presented here have helred

you, don't let these truths die in your hands.

Pease write to us and let us know your

Thoughfs concernng its content,

Consider assisting us in getting this book wto
the hands of those who would be encour-

aged and strengthened by its message:

o  Recommend it to your friends and loved

ones,

*  Order additional copies to gwe as gifts,
o Keep extra copies on hand to loan to

others.

If you have rot read the author's other

works, order them todoy.

We would be honored to have your fellow-
shi> in getting this book freely to those who
hunger spuritually. We have doly opportuni-
tles to send it to pastors, Sundoy school
teachers, Bible college professors and
students, Bible class teachers, and [Prison-

ers.
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chosen ... He said unto them ... But ye shall
receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come
upon you: and ve shall be witnesses unto me in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts
1:2, 7-8).

In every passage the Apostles are the only ones pres-
ent. Now by what strange rule of Hermeneutics do we
interpret these passages to be “commissions” to any-
one but to whom it says?

This then is indisputably not our Great Commission,
but rather the commission of the Apostles (unless there
is some type of Apostolic succession). It might also be
noted that this is not our Lord’s last command, for He
spoke from heaven to Paul giving us a greater commis-
sion (II Corinthians 5:14-21).

WHAT IS BEING SAID

As we have mentioned earlier the Great Commission
is usually dealt with devotionally and not doctrinally;
therefore its contents are obscure to the average
church-goer. The size of this work will not allow us a
full study of each passage but what follows are a few
of the sections for your consideration.

“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoev-
er [ have commanded you” (Matthew 28: 20a).

In the Great Commission the Apostles were to teach
the converts all of the commandments of Christ while
here on earth so that they might observe them. Honest
brothers, even while deceived into believing that this
commission is theirs, usually do not teach new believ-
ers to observe all of Christ's commands. Note the
following example:

Christ commanded a total disregard for the physical and
material things even to the point of bare subsistence.

“... Take no thought for your life, what ye shall
eat; neither for the body, what ye shall put on ...
And seek not ve what ye shall eat, or what ye
shall drink, neither be ye of doubtful mind ...
sell that ve have, and give alms ...” (Luke
12:22-33).

“So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh

not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke
14:33 - Also see Matthew 6:19-34; 10:8-11; 19:21).

This is exactly what the twelve apostles did. They
forsook all and followed the Lord.

“Then answered Peter and said unto him, Be-
hold, we have forsaken all, and followed thee;
what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said
unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which
have followed me, in the regeneration when the
Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye
also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the
twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone that hath
Jorsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands,
for my name’s sake, shall receive an hundred-
Jold, and shall inherit everlasting life”
(Matthew 19:27-29).

Under “The Great Commission,” the twelve were to
teach “whatsoever” the Lord had commanded them.
They did just that.

“They continued steadfastly in the apostle’s
doctrine ... and sold their possessions and
goods” (Acts 2:43, 45).

“Then Peter said, silver and gold have i none
...” (Acts 3:6).

“Neither was there any among them that lacked:
for as many as were possessors of lands or
houses sold them ...” (Acts 4:34).

“And ... Barnabas ... having land, sold it ...”
(Acts 4:36, 37).

Note the contrast between these things that Jesus
commanded during His earthly ministry, and what He
later taught in His heavenly ministry through Paul (I
Timothy 5:8; 6:17, 18). One should take special note
that in this last reference the rich are not instructed to
sell all that they have, but that they have a proper
attitude and make good use of these riches.

This is just one example of what Jesus commanded
during His earthly teaching ministry (which was to the
Jews — Romans 15:8). These commands were all
incorporated into the “Great Commission.”

“... preach the gospel ...” (Mark 16:15).

Which gospel were the Apostles commissioned to
preach? There are a number of gospels in the Scriptures
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(the gospel of the Kingdom of Heaven, of the Circumci-
sion, of the Uncircumcision, the Everlasting gospel,
gospel of the Grace of God, etc.) The gospel here
mentioned is denoted simply as “the gospel” showing
that it had already been defined in “The Gospels” (i.e.,
In Matthew, Mark, Luke and John). This gospel could
not be the gospel of the Grace of God which was
committed to Paul (i.e., My Gospel — Romans 2:16;
16:25-26; 1l Timothy 2:8), for it was still hidden at this
time. This is clearly the gospel of the Kingdom (Matthew
4:23; 9:35; Mark 1:14). This gospel will again be
preached one day by Israel (Matthew 24:14).

“... he that believeth and is baptized shall
be saved: but he that believeth not shall
be damned” (Mark 16:16).

Could this be any clearer? In the gospel of the Great
Commission, baptism was essential for salvation. This
is also true of John the Baptist’s message.

“John did Baptize in the wilderness, and preach
the baptism of repentance for the remis-
sion of sins” (Mark 1:4).

Peter understood well what the commission said, for
he preached water baptism for salvation on Pentecost.

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ FOR the remission of sins, and
ve shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts
2:38).

Because of the problems which many preachers have
trying to make the Great Commission ours, they must
begin to alter the text. This involves getting rid of the
last part of Mark 16, and by changing or explaining
away certain words in some of the other passages.

“and these signs shall follow them that
believe ...” (Mark 16:17).

This is unmistakable. The signs were to follow the
believers. It is not that they could, but that they would.
It should here be remembered that this is the same
word (shall) that fundamentalists are so quick to stress
in verses like Romans 10:13.

The Bible is explicit in its teaching that signs are for
Israel (I Corinthians 1:22). The signs belonged to

Israel (Psalm 74:9) and their land (Isaiah 8:13). Refer-
ences to signs are always found in a Jewish setting.
The first mention of (miraculous) signs should give
any student of the Scripture a clear message of its
relationship to Israel (Exodus 4:8).

The great commission had water baptism as a require-
ment for salvation and signs following. This is exactly
what happened in Acts 2 and in the early Acts period.

JERUSALEM

Both Luke 24 and Acts 1 make the procedure of the
Great Commission known. They were to go first to
Jerusalem. That is because in the Kingdom gospel the
Gentiles could only be blessed in Israel’s rise (Genesis
22:17, 18; Isaiah 2:4; 60:1-3; 62:1-3). Therefore Isra-
el must first accept the message.

All is different under the gospel committed to Paul for
this dispensation. In the gospel of the Grace of God
the Gentiles were to be blessed through Israel’s fall
(Romans 11:11-13).

How many of us have heard the interpretation “where
you are is ‘your Jerusalem?’” What type of interpreta-
tion is that? If this is our great commission and we are
to follow it literally, we would have to sell all of our
possessions and go to Jerusalem with the gospel of
the kingdom (See Acts 3:25, 26; 13:46).

“WHOSESOEVER SINS YE REMIT, THEY
ARE REMITTED UNTO THEM ...” ( John
20:23).

How many messages have you heard on this one? Try
out Matthew 16:19 and Matthew 18:18 also. Many a
believer and even preachers have been left perplexed
and confused by failing to “rightly divide” the word (II
Timothy 2:15). Once again we are dealing plainly
with the kingdom message, of which the “twelve” now
were to have authority In the absence of the Messiah.

“... ve shall be witnesses unto men”
(Acts 1:8).

“Witnesses?” — Of What?
Under the “Great Commission” the Twelve were to be

“witnesses.” Just what is a witness? Webster defines
witness as, “A person who knows or sees anything;
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one personally present.” To be a witness, one must
have first hand knowledge concerning the thing which
is being witnessed. Of what were the Twelve witnesses?

“Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to
suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day

... And ve are witnesses of these things.”
(Luke 24:46, 48).

“Wherefore of these men ... must one be or-
dained to be a witness with us of his resur-
rection” (Acts 1:22).

“This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we
are all witnesses” (Acts 2:32).

“Whom God hath raised from the dead;
whereof we are witnesses” (Acts 3:15).

“The God of our fathers raised up Jesus ...
And we are His witnesses ...” (Acts 5:30-32).

“And we are witnesses of all things which he
did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusa-
lem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree:
Him God raised up the third day, and shewed
him openly; not to all the people, but to wit-
nesses chosen before of God, even to us,
who did eat and drink with him after He rose
Jrom the dead” (Acts 10:39-41).

“And he was seen many days of them which
came up with him from Gadlilee to Jerusalem,
who are His witnesses unto the people”
(Acts 13:31).

What if you read in your local newspaper of a horrid
crime which had been committed in your community,
but one that you had not personally witnessed. Then
suppose that you showed up at the trial and offered to
testify and were subsequently placed on the witness
stand. While on the stand you vividly and accurately
describe the details of the crime as they had been
recorded in the newspaper article. During the exami-
nation you are asked, “Where were you when you
saw this crime committed?” To which you would
respond, “Why, 1 didn’t see the act, but I did read all
about it in the paper.” Your proclamation of the
details of that crime may be true, or not, depending
on the accuracy of your source; but one thing is for
certain: your testimony would not be accepted be-

cause you did not witness to the event. Your witness
would be thrown out as inadmissible evidence.

Let us recognize our position today, that it is not one of
being a witness under the “Great Commission” but of
being ambassadors of the grace of God. We minister
the WORD of reconciliation. We never witnessed the
death, burial or resurrection of Jesus Christ. We heard
His Word and believed its message (Romans 10:17).
Although we cannot bear witness to the resurrection,
we do PROCLAIM it. We are teachers of this wonderful
truth. We can give witness of God’s wonderful work of
salvation in our own lives, but we can never fulfill the
“Great Commission’s” duty of being “witnesses chosen
before of God.”

GRACE

One should take particular notice that not once in all
five of the “Great Commission” passages does the
word grace even appear. Not to say, of course, that
God did not have grace during this time, for He did.
The fact is that grace is an attribute of God’s character
and nature. If it had not been for grace Noah could
not have been saved (Genesis 6:8). Yet we must
remember that there is a difference between the grace
of God as a part of His nature and the dispensation of
the Grace of God (i.e., grace becoming the ruling
factor (Romans 5:21), grace as the administration of
all God’s dealings (Ephesians 3:2). This was not true
of Noah’s day for God did not show grace to the rest
of the world. The world perished. Grace was then
selective and limited.

There is not the first reference to the Gospel of the
Grace of God in any part of the “Great Commission.”
The fact is that it is still hid at that time. Salvation
through faith in Christ’s finished work alone, the free
qgift, the gift of God, the Jews and Gentiles in one
body, or the church, which is His body, were not to
be found anywhere. These were all still yet unrevealed
truths. None of them were known or preached until
Paul (I Timothy 1:16; Galatians 1:25). Paul received
it by revelation (Galatians 1, 2). The plain truth of the
matter is that God, in Paul’s epistles, has given us a
complete and independent body of truth for this
dispensation in which we now live (Romans 2:16),
and a more blessed commission than that found in
“the Gospels” (Il Corinthians 5:14-21; Ephesians 3:8,
9). “Be ye reconciled to God.” ®
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Saving Grace

(anonymous)

GOT A MINUTE?

e all spend a tremendous amount of
time, effort and money to care for our
temporal needs, but few seem con-

cerned about their eternal needs. Too busy? We
shouldn’t be!

Along time ago, Jesus asked, “for what shall it profit
a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his
own soul? Or what shall a man give in exchange for
his soul?” Do you have answers to these vital ques-
tions? If not, I sincerely hope you will take a few
moments right now to seriously consider what God
wants you to know about life now and the life
hereafter. It will be time well spent — perhaps the
most crucial few minutes of your entire existence.

The written Word of God, the Bible, emphatically
states what we must understand and what we must
believe if we are to be brought into a right relation-
ship with our Creator. We can know where we will
spend eternity. It makes no difference what our
opinions might be, but it makes all the difference in
the world what Almighty God has said must be!

THE UNIVERSAL PROBLEM

The first thing the Bible would have us realize is our
natural standing before God. We are “by nature the
children of wrath,” (Ephesians 2:3), and we are
“dead in trespasses and sins” (Ephesians 2:1). We
are sinners by birth and by practice. There are no
exceptions! “As it is written, there is none righteous,
no not one” (Romans 3:10). “For all have sinned,
and conic short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).
As sinners we have fallen far short of the divine
standard of absolute holiness and we stand before
an all righteous God — guilty as charged! Consider
the consequences if you should die in this condition
at this very moment. The Bible removes all uncer-
tainty concerning what would lie beyond the grave,
for it says, “It is appointed unto men once to die, but
after this the judgement” (Hebrews 9:27). The out-

come of this judgement is revealed as well. Until the
sin problem has been settled, there is no possible
way a guilty sinner can enter the glories of heaven.
The next logical question is, “If one dying in sin
cannot enter heaven, then where will he spend
eternity?” Revelation 20:15 answers by stating,
“Whosoever was not found written in the book of
life was cast into the lake of fire.” Hell is a place of
everlasting and literal torment. This eternal exis-
tence in the lake of fire is referred to as the “second
death” and is the just penalty for sin — “For the
wages of sin is death” (Romans 6:23). Those who
die in their sins face the reality of eternal suffering —
the bitter end of sin!

THE IMPOSSIBLE SITUATION

Since God’s Word plainly declares that we are all
sinners and that as such we cannot possibly enter
into heaven, the question I would now ask you is of
utmost importance — what are you going to do
about your sin? Several answers are often given in
response to this incredibly vital consideration. Many
feel their sin can be taken care of by living a good
life or by “turning over a new leaf” and trying to do
better. Others see themselves as just as good as the
next person and in the final analysis, their good will
outweigh their bad and somehow everything will
work out all right. Still others sincerely believe that
by joining the church or by going through religious
ceremonies (confirmation, baptism, confession par-
taking of the Lord’s Supper, etc.), they will be able
to relieve sin’s guilt and penalty ... but the Word of
God is very definite concerning the error of such
reasoning and the utter futility of any self-effort to
remedy one’s own sinful condition. It is “not by
works of righteousness which we have done accord-
ing to His mercy He saved us” (Titus 3:5). Actually,
we have no righteousness of our own, nor could we
do any good work which would help in the slightest
way in accomplishing our salvation, or forgiveness
from sin. The Bible says, “We are all as an unclean
thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags,”
(Isaiah 64:6). Through holy resolve, religious P
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activity, and honest effort we can make our life
appear more respectable on the exterior. Yet in-
wardly, the heart is unchanged. Sin is concealed,
not washed away. No good work, religious ceremo-
ny, or pious intention can ever cancel God’s de-
clared penalty for our sin.

THE SOLUTION

What, then, must we do to be saved? If the Bible
plainly teaches that we can do nothing to save
ourselves from sin and its penalty (and it does), then
how can we be made acceptable before God? Once
again, the answer is found in God’s Holy Word and
what a wonderful answer it is! “He [God the father]
hath made us accepted in the beloved [Jesus
Christ]” Ephesians 1:6. How is it that we can have
acceptance before God in the person of Jesus
Christ? “For when we were yet without strength, in
due time Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans
5:6). Think of that! When we were yet without
strength, completely unable to do anything to affect
our own salvation, Christ died in our place. God
knew we were utterly helpless as hell-bound sinners
and in accordance with His grace, He intervened in
our behalf. He sent His only begotten Son, Jesus
Christ, into the world to shed His precious blood as
the full and complete payment for sin. In so doing,
Jesus Christ died the death of the sinner. “For He
[God the Father] hath made Him [Jesus Christ] to
be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be
made the righteousness of God in Him” (Il Corinthi-
ans 5:21). Why did He do this? The answer is found
in Romans 5:8:

“But God commendeth His love toward us,
in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died
for us.”

You see, the penalty for sin had to be paid, and God
the Father placed our sin upon the bruised and
bleeding body of His dear Son. The full weight and
penalty for sin, our sin, fell upon the crucified Lord
of Glory! He was our sin-bearer, our substitute.
When He cried out from the cross, “IT IS FIN-
ISHED,” He had accomplished just that: a complete
and all-sufficient offering for sin — a perfect salvation!!

AN IMMEDIATE OPPORTUNITY

The Bible is very clear concerning what you must
now do in order to make His perfect, complete
salvation your own. Salvation is a wonderful truth.
Yet it will be of no value to you unless you believe
it. It is through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and His
complete work that the cleansing power of the
blood is applied. It was His sacrificial death on the
cross which provides salvation for any lost sinner
who will simply trust in him as the only Saviour for
sin and the only way to heaven. When we believe
that the Lord Jesus Christ died, was buried and was
raised again bodily from the tomb, and trust that all
this was done to accomplish a perfect salvation for
sinful man, then we receive full forgiveness of sins
and the gift of everlasting life!

“But to him that worketh not, but be-
lieveth on Him that justifieth the ungod-
ly, his faith is counted for
righteousness” (Romans 4:5).

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord dJesus
Christ:” (Romans 5:1).

“For by grace are ve saved through faith;
and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of
God: not of works, lest any man should
boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9).

Yes, my friend, the moment you believe (and be-
lieving is nothing more nor less than taking God at
His Word), you receive forgiveness of sins and the
gift of eternal life! You now stand before God
complete and perfect in Christ’s righteousness and
not in your own self-righteousness. “And vye are
complete in Him [Jesus Christ]” (Colossians
2:10).

Do not be deceived by the popular notion that no
one can be absolutely sure of salvation now. God
says we can know. This is because salvation is based
upon the sure promises of God’s Word and upon the
finished work of Christ on the cross. Would you trust
Him and Him alone as your Saviour now? God will
never fail to honor His precious Word. W
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Sunday and the Sabbarh

by — Clyde L. Pilkingotn, Jr.

he observance of days is a test to the

entire teaching within the Dispensation of

Grace. This subject is by no means a
question as to what the Bible “says” but rather a
question as to whether we will set aside our
preconceived ideas, opinions and ignorance so
as to be “rightly dividing the word of truth” (II
Timothy2:15). The reason this subject is of such
importance is because, 1) It is essential for a
proper understanding of grace, 2) It involves a
dangerous heresy, and 3) It is also the founda-
tion for national, state, and local laws
“controlling” certain days for religious purposes,
these being generally known as “blue laws.”

THE SABBATH

As we read through the Bible many are surprised
to find that there is no mention of the observance
of Sabbath from Adam to Moses. Many would
have you believe that during this period of over
2400 years those in a right standing with God
observed the Sabbath, but there is not the first
mention of any such practice prior to Moses.
Those teaching Sabbath observance will usually
take you to Genesis 2:1-3 to “prove” their “private
interpretation” (II Peter 1:21). They will try to
make this passage trans-dispensational. To teach
that this is the establishment of Sabbath keeping
for all ages is pure supposition — not revelation.
There is no such teaching in this passage, as it
stands, where it stands and there is not one exam-
ple of a seventh day Sabbath observance from
Adam to Moses. Even Job, the outstanding saint
of the Old Testament has no reference at all to the
keeping of a Sabbath. We find that the Sabbath
was not made known until the law was given at
Mount Sinai (Exodus 20:9-11).

“Thou camest down also upon mount
Sinai ... and madest known unto them thy
holy sabbath ... by the hand of Moses thy
servant:” (Nehemiah 9:13, 14).

Old Testament saints could not possibly have
observed the Sabbath prior to this time if it had
not been made “known unto them.” So, clearly
the first 2400 years plus were without the obser-
vance of a Sabbath ordinance.

The Sabbath was a sign between God and Israel.

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
Speak thou also unto the children of
Israel, saying, Verily my Sabbaths vye
shall keep: for it is a sign between me

and you ...” (Exodus 31:12, 13 - also see
verses 14-18 and I Corinthians 1:22).

It was not a sign between God and the Gentiles,
or God and the Body of Christ, but God and
Israel! The Sabbath observance was limited to
the land of Palestine and to God’s nation Israel.
We must learn to make a difference where God
makes a difference.

If one is to keep the law of the Old Testament
Sabbaths, one must observe many different
days. Besides the weekly “seventh-day Sabbath”
there were at least fifteen fixed dates for Sabbaths.

The Sabbath, under the law, was without a
doubt a day of rest. There was to be no food
preparation, no leaving the house, no buying, no
selling, no fire, and no journeys (c.f. Exodus
16:29; 35:2-3; Numbers 15:32-36)!

THE DISPENSATION OF GRACE

During the period of grace (Ephesians 3:2; Co-
lossians 1:25), the law, as a rule of conduct, is
not once applied to the believer. We find the
Sabbath mentioned nine times in the books of
Acts, a transitional book, in reference to the
twelve in the Kingdom Church and without the
“revelation of the mystery” which was given P
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to Paul. During this unique period Paul himself
took advantage of the Sabbath to share the
gospel (I Corinthians 9:20); but when you get to
the Pauline Epistles, which constitute the body of
truth for this age (Romans 2:16), there are only
two references to the observance of days.

“Let no man therefore judge you in meat,
or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or
of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:
Which are a shadow of things to come; nut
the body is of Christ” (Colossians 2:16, 17).

“... How turn ve again to the weak and
beggarly elements, whereunto vye desire
again to be in bondage? Ye observe days,
and months, and times, and vears”
(Galatians 4:9-10).

In these two passages we learn that all holy days
were simply a “shadow of things to come” and
that Paul even refers to them as “weak and
beggarly elements”.

The Sabbaths will one day be restored (Matthew
24:20; Isaiah 66:23; Exodus 31:16; Hebrews 4).
The restoration will come after this age of pure,
free, complete and abounding grace.

SUNDAY

Among the most destructive heresies of our day
are those that are a result of mixing law and
grace. (How many churches, groups, and de-
nominations even try to do this with salvation —
Ephesians 2:8, 9?) A fine example of such wrest-
ing of the Scriptures (Il Peter 3:16, 17) of which
we are to beware, is the so-called “Christian
Sabbath.” This is the teaching that the Old Tes-
tament observance of the “seventh-day Sab-
bath” has been somehow transferred to a
“first-day Sabbath.” This is taught and practiced
in many denominations with different degrees of
“bondage” attached (Galatians 4:9, 10), when
the fact of the Pauline epistles is that the believer
in this dispensation has no divinely decreed day
of observance. No day is holy in itself — all days

are alike. A day or anything else is holy only by
divine decree. No such decree appears anywhere
in those epistles written by Paul. Paul did preach
to an assembly at Troas on the “first day” (Acts
20:7); but it should be noted here that the meet-
ing was at night. Paul also gave instructions
about giving to the Corinthians and they seemed
to have had the “first day” as a meeting day (I
Corinthians 16:2).

At this point it should be made clear that if
feasible, the “first-day” meeting would be a good
choice because of the example set forth; but
there is no commandment or teaching to make
this day binding. We can meet together with the
saints anytime there is opportunity.

There is the teaching that Sunday is the Lord’s
Day. This is clear speculation and “traditions of
men” (Mark 7:13; Colossians 2:8). There is
absolutely no such teaching found anywhere in
the Bible! The Lord’s Day (or Day of the Lord)
is actually a prophetic day starting at the end of
this age. For further study on the Day of the
Lord see: Revelation 1:10; Isaiah 2:12; 13:6-18;
34:8; Jeremiah 46:10; Amos 5:18-20; Joel 2;
Zechariah 14; Malachi 4:5, 6; I Thessalonians
5:2; 11 Peter 3:10.

In closing let us say that, 1) the “first-day” is by
no means a day to be enforced on any person,
believing or unbelieving; 2) The “first day” is not
subject to any special rule (Acts 15:10), and if it
were, where is it? 3) There must always be grace
and charity incorporated into doctrines; (I Corin-
thians 13; Romans 14); 4) This topic is essential
in understanding God’s new order for today (i.e.,
the dispensation of the grace of God).

The truth presented here should not be used as
an excuse for not joining the saints for fellowship
and the study of God’s word. There are many
good, sound reasons why the believer should
regularly attend a Bible-believing local church;
but the mistaken idea that Sunday is holy should
not be one of those reasons. W



