iﬁihle Student’s Notebook™

The Herald of His Grace

Issue s

T ruth

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge

of the truth” (I Timothy 2:4).

L. The Meaning of Truth.

“Pilate saith unto him, What is truth? And
when he had said this, he went out again

unto the Jews, and saith unto them, I find in
him no fault at all” (John 18:38).

Pilate did not ASK, but SAID, “What is truth?.” He
was not looking for an answer. Pilate, just like many
others in our day, was uninterested in truth, or
persuaded that there was no such thing. Today it is
used without any regard to its meaning. Truth to
them has no bearing on the things of God. It makes
no difference to them what one believes as long as
he is sincere. The fact that God has spoken means
nothing to them - they have no love of the truth.

Webster defines truth as “Conformity to fact.” By
way of example, the government has a record of
my birth. My birth is a matter of fact. Now, if I
should state my age inconsistently with the record,
i.e., without conformity to the facts, it would not be
truth, even if I sincerely believed it to be so. It has
been said that facts are stubborn things. It must
also be realized that truth is simply conformity to
those facts.

II. The Source of Truth.

“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy Word
is truth” (John 17:17).

Truth is obtained from God (John 14:6). God’s
truth is established by the facts of His Word (Isaiah

8:20). God’s Word is often called “The Word of
Truth,” and in II Timothy 2:15 Paul tells us that we
must search diligently to discover the facts of the
Bible.

Miles Coverdale (1488-1568) gave excellent
advice for learning the truth: “It shall greatly help
ye to understand Scripture if thou mark not only
what is spoken or wrythen, but of whom and to
whom, with what words, at what time, where, to
what intent, with what circumstances, considering
what goeth before and what followeth after.”

God does not always present the same facts for
every dispensation. This is why Peter spoke of
“present truth” (II Peter 1:12). Anyone who would
suggest that right division is of no importance has
no love of the truth.

III. The Importance of Truth.

“Who will have all men to be saved, and to

come unto the knowledge of the truth” (I
Timothy 2:4).

“Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward
parts” (Psalm 51:6).

The issue with God is truth. It is what God is
looking for in man. In Jeremiah 5:1, Judah faces
invasion and one man, which sought truth, would
have been sufficient for God to have pardoned and
preserved the entire nation. We thus see the

(continued on page 39)



Dear Readers:

Greetings in that most precious name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! We cer-
tainly appreciate the words of encourage-
ment which we continue to receive from
the dear saints who love and are devoted to
the Word of God rightly divided (II Timothy
2:15). Be assured that your ministry to us
does not go unnoticed! How all of us need
to learn the ministry of encouragement.

The lead article in this issue is on (ruth. How
our souls are stirred every time we think
about this subject! Truly, in our day as in
days of old, it has fallen in the streets. God's
people should love truth and ever be active
in its study, recovery and proclamation.
This is our pressing desire in this ministry.

We have been receiving some very positive
response from the mailing of our dispensa-
tional packets and other literature. A few
denominational preachers have begun to
show interest in the dispensational method
of Bible study. We have had the great op-
portunity to answer many of their ques-
tions and provide them with good sound
literature. Please pray for this ongoing en-
deavor. Our sincere love to each of you.

Your servant,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Director
09/1990
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importance of ‘one man” seeking truth (Ezekiel
22:30).

IV. The Cost of Truth.

“Buy the truth, and sell it not” (Proverbs
23:23).

C.R. Stam has so wonderfully written on this
passage: “Every true Christian should understand
that THE TRUTH COSTS. If you don’t think so,
make it your own, value it, defend it, stand for it,
and see if it doesn’t cost. Before you are through it
may cost you far more than you had thought —
hours of ease and pleasure, friends and money.
Yes, the truth costs.

“Salvation is gloriously free but the truth costs —
that is, if you want it for yourself. Many who know
the truth won’t buy it. They won’t pay what it costs
to say, ‘This is what I believe. This is my
conviction.” The truth isn’t worth that much to them.

“But in Proverbs 23:23 God’s Word urges us, ‘Buy
the truth!” Not, ‘Buy it if you can get it at a bargain;
if the price is not too great.” No, ‘Buy the truth!’
Buy it AT ANY PRICE. It is worth far more than
anything you can give in exchange for it.

“And when you have bought it, ‘sell it not.” How
many, alas, have bought the truth only to sell out
again! For a while they valued and defended some
God-given light from His Word, but presently they
sold it again for something that seemed more
valuable at the moment. Perhaps it was peace with
others, or position, or popularity or some other
temporal gain. They still gave mental assent to it
but it formed no part of them. It was no longer a
conviction.

“Such should read again the Spirit’s counsel: ‘Buy
the truth, and sell it not.” He does not say: ‘Don’t
sell it unless you can get a very good price for it.’
He says, ‘Sell it not.” Sell it not AT ANY PRICE.
Buy it, no matter what it costs, and when it is yours
do not sell it for any price or under any
consideration.

“It is because the truth is so little valued in this
indifferent age, that many of God’s people have

become so spiritually powerless. They hold
opinions instead of convictions, because they have
given the infallible, unchangeable Word of God
little place in their lives. God blesses and uses those
»1

who ‘buy the truth and sell it not.
V. The Response to Truth.

“For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers,
having itching ears; And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables” (Il Timothy 4:3, 4).

‘And  with  all  deceivableness  of
unrighteousness in them that perish; because
they received not the love of the truth, that
they might be saved” (Il Thessalonians 2:10).

“Perverse disputings of men of corrupt
minds, and destitute of the truth” (I
Timothy 6:5a).

“Not giving heed to Jewish fables, and
commandments of men, that turn from the
truth” (Titus 1:14).

“Ever learning, and never able to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (Il Timothy 3:7).

Truth has never been popular. One of Israel’s sins
was that truth had fallen in the streets (Isaiah 59:14).

The truth also makes enemies:

‘Am 1 therefore become your enemuy,
because I tell you the truth?” (Galatians
4:16).

VI. The Indestructibility of Truth.

“For the Lord is good; his mercy is
everlasting; and his TRUTH ENDURETH to
all generations” (Psalm 100:5).

“for we can do nothing against the

(continued on page 44)

1. Taken from the pages of “Two Minutes With The Bible” by

C.R. Stam. Published by the Berean Bible Society, 7609
West Belmont Avenue, Chicago, IL 60635.
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Could the Cord Jesus Christ Have Sinned?
The Impeccability of Christ

by — Clyde L. Pilkington

he Lord Jesus Christ was completely and without

question the sinless and pure Son of God. This

testimony is given, not only by Christ; but by Peter,
John and Paul (I John 3:5; I Peter 1:19; 2:22; I
Corinthians 5:21). During Christ’s earthly life, although
He regularly participated in Israel’s religious activities, it
is never once recorded that He offered any sacrifice
whatsoever. The reason was that He was sinless.
Hebrews 7:27: “Who needeth not daily, as those high
priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for His own sins,
and then for the people’s: for this He did once, when He
offered up Himself.” He was altogether “without sin”
(Hebrews 4:15).

The subject of this article runs much deeper than the
truth that the Lord Jesus Christ did not sin! The issue we
shall deal with here, is whether Jesus Christ could have
sinned. Although there are two opposing positions on
this subject we firmly believe that the Scriptures are clear
in answering this question in the negative: No, He could
not have sinned.

Theology has a term for this doctrine of Christ’s inability
to sin. It is called impeccability. What follows are the
biblical reasons for Christ’s impeccability.

1. The Lord Jesus Christ is God

This understanding is basic to this issue. The simple fact
is that Jesus Christ is God, and God cannot sin. Jesus is
uniquely the “God-man” and this doctrine is often
described by the students of theology as the “hypostatic
union of Christ.”

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and
truth” (John 1:14).

“Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the
Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I
speak not of myself: but the Father that dwelleth
in me, he doeth the works” (John 14:10).

Hypostatic is from the word ‘hypostasis’ which is defined
as “the mode of being by which any substantial existence
is given an independent and distinct identity” (New
Standard Dictionary). The latter word is used in Hebrews
1:3 of Jesus Christ and is translated “His ‘PERSON’.”
This doctrine has to do with the unique nature of the
Person of Jesus Christ. As a result of the incarnation He
possessed two natures: one Human and the other Divine

(thus, the word Theanthropic = [theos] God,
[anthropos] man; i.e., having a nature both divine and
human). Although He was only one person, His two
natures remained distinct and unchanged.

The following was taken from the eight volume work,
Systematic Theology by Lewis Sperry Chafer. We only
quote a small portion of his work on this subject and
highly suggest that you read his comments in their entirety.

“Thus it follows that a union of hypostatic character
is a union of two natures that are within themselves
independent and distinct. The expression hypostatic
union is distinctly theological and is applicable only
to Christ in whom, as in no other, two distinct and
dissimilar natures are united ... Therefore, it is to be
recognized that the theanthropic Person is very God
and very man, and that His humanity, perfect and
complete, is as enduring as is His Deity ... The reality
in which undiminished Deity and unfallen humanity
united in one theanthropic Person has no parallel in
the universe” (see Vol.1 Page 382-396).

“Since this bond of union which unites Christ’s two
natures — for He is one Person — is so complete, the
humanity of Christ COULD not sin. Should His
humanity sin, God would sin. When the absolute
Deity of Christ is recognized, there is no logic which is
more inexorable than this ... The contention that
Christ COULD, but WOULD NOT, sin is far removed
from the contention that Christ COULD NOT sin. The
former either denies His Deity or else dishonors God
with the calumnious averment that God is Himself
capable of sinning” (Vol. V Page 78). We will give
further valuable quotes from Chafer in points 2 & 4
and in the closing thoughts concerning temptation.

“For it pleased the Father that in him should
all fullness dwell” (Colossians 1:19).

“For in him dwelleth all the fullness of the
godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9).

2. The Lord Jesus Christ is Immutable
Jesus Christ, being very God, is immutable in all of His
divine attributes. If He could sin on earth, He would be

able to sin in Heaven now.

‘Jesus Christ the same vesterday, and today, and
for ever” (Psalm 102:27).
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“But thou art the same ..."” (Hebrews 13:8).

[ Timothy 2:5 makes it clear that Jesus is still the “God-
man”:

“For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”

Chafer comments on this subject:

“Since every position held by the Christian is gained
only by the fact that he is in the resurrected Christ, it
would be a serious jeopardy to those positions if it
were true that the Last Adam might fall as the first
Adam fell. If Christ could have sinned on earth, He
could sin in Heaven. He is the same yesterday, today,
and forever. If He can sin now, there is no final
assurance that He will not sin and thus bring every
human hope based on redemption into ruin. Such
conclusions are an insult against God and cannot be
tolerated by those who bow in adoration before the
Christ of God” (Vol. V Page 51).

3. The Lord Jesus Christ is Holy

‘And the angel answered and said unto her, The
Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power
of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore
also that HOLY thing which shall be born of thee
shall be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).

This is not said of anyone else at their birth, nor of Adam
at creation.

4. The Lord Jesus Christ is Adam’s Contrast not
Comparison

Some would argue that the First Adam was without sin
but was capable of the fall, therefore, the Last Adam,
also without sin could have fallen. But Adam and Christ
are not similar, they are different. Jesus had two natures,
Adam only one. Christ was not just sinless, He was
inherently holy! Adam was not inherently Holy, he was
only in a created state of innocence.

Note how Adam and Christ are contrasted by the
Scriptures:

‘And so it is written, The first man Adam was
made a living soul; the last Adam was made a
quickening spirit” (I Corinthians 15:45).

“And not as it was by one that sinned, so is the gift:
for the judgment was by one to condemnation, but
the free gift is of many offenses unto justification.
For if by one man’s offence death reigned by one;
much more they which receive abundance of
grace and of the gift of righteousness shall reign in
life by one, Jesus Christ.) Therefore as by the
offence of one judgment came upon all men to
condemnation; even so by the righteousness of
one the free gift came upon all men unto

justification of life. For as by one man’s
disobedience many were made sinners, so by the
obedience of one shall many be made righteous”
(Romans 5:16-19).

Once again we quote from Chafer:

“The Last Adam (Jesus Christ) entered into this
human existence by a birth; yet is protected from the
virus of inherited sin by a special divine intervention
... It has too often been assumed that Christ received
His Deity from the divine Parent and His humanity
from the human parent; but on the divine side He
was never thus generated or in any sense the
product of another. He was Himself Deity, and that
which He had always been was joined in everlasting
identification with His humanity ... He who creates
all things causes a virgin to conceive and thus to bear
a Son. This creative act is to the end that the
humanity of Christ may be secured. It follows,
therefore, that whatever part of this unique child is
wrought by the Holy Spirit will be as sinless as the
Creator who produced Him ... The fallen nature of
the mother is divinely precluded. This is the meaning
of the assurance that the son she would bear would
be holy (Luke 1:35).”

“Another and equally important difference between
the unfallen humanity of Adam and that of Christ is
that Adam stood alone with no relation to any other,
while the humanity of Christ was and is indissolubly
joined to Deity. It is true that unsupported humanity,
such as belonging to Adam, might sin; contrariwise
in the case of the theanthropic Person, human traits
which involved no moral issues — such as weariness,
hunger, thirst — could be experienced, but it is
equally true that whatever the humanity of Christ did
His Deity also did. Since God cannot be
compromised with evil, the normal capacity of
unfallen humanity to sin, as that humanity was
represented in Christ, could never be exercised to the
slightest degree. An unfallen human nature which is
welded to God cannot sin since God cannot sin.
Some theologians have been satisfied with the
weaker contention that Christ, because of His
wisdom and divine strength, WOULD not sin, and
no more assurance of Christ's impeccability is
claimed by them. This position ignores the truth that
God CANNOT sin. To say that God cannot sin does
not deprive Him of any divine attribute or
competency. Sin is that accursed thing which has
ruined God’s creation, but it CANNOT RUIN GOD.
Those who assert that Christ COULD have sinned
must aver that either Christ is not God or that God
may Himself be ruined by sin” (Vol. V Pages 49-53).

5. The Lord Jesus Christ is Omniscient

‘And Jesus knowing their thoughts ... ” (Matthew 9:4).
“But Jesus did not commit himself unto them,
because he knew all men, And needed not that
any should testify of man: for he knew what was
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in man” (John 2:24, 25).

“But there are some of you that believe not. For
Jesus knew from the beginning who they were
that believed not, and who should betray him”
(John 6:64).

Part of the issue involved with sin is that man does not
understand the terrible consequences of sin (i.e., he is
deceived; a fool; unwise — I Samuel 26:21; Psalm
14:1-4; 53:1-4; 94:8; Proverbs 9:6; 14:16; 18:2;
Jeremiah 4:22; 49:16; Hosea 4:6; Romans 3:11;
Ephesians 4:22; Hebrews 3:3; etc.).

“For sin, taking occasion by the commandment,
deceived me, and by it slew me” (Romans 7:11).

6. The Lord Jesus Christ Could only Do the will
of the Father that Sent Him.

‘Jesus saith unto them, “My meat is to do the will of
him that sent me, and to finish his work” (John 4:34).

“And he that sent me is with me: the Father hath

not left me alone; for I do always those things that
please him” (John 8:29).

“Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the
book it is written of me, I delight to do thy will, O
my God: vea, thy law is within my heart” (Psalm
40:7, 8).

7. The Lord Jesus Christ is Omnipotent.

“And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying,
All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth” (Matthew 28:18).

“As thou hast given him power over all flesh ...”
(John 17:2).

There was no possibility that our Savior could be
brought under the deceitful POWER of sin. Quite the
contrary, He came and brought sin under His power!

“For what the law could not do, in that it was
weak through the flesh, God sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin,
condemned sin in the flesh” (Romans 8:3).

8. The Lord Jesus Christ was Not Convinced of Sin.

“Which of you convinceth me of sin? And if I say
the truth, why do ye not believe me?” (John 8:46).

9. The Blood that Flowed in the Veins of the
Lord Jesus Christ was the Blood of God the
Father.

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all
the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath

made you overseers, to feed the church of God,
which he hath purchased with his own blood”
(Acts 20:28)

10.The Lord Jesus Christ is Separate from
sinners.

“For such an high priest became us, who is holy,
harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and
made higher than the heavens” (Hebrews 7:26).

11.The Lord Jesus Christ Could ONLY Do What
He saw the Father Do.

Jesus is the EXPRESS image of His (God the Father’s)
person.

“Then answered Jesus and said unto them,
Verily, verily, I say unto you, The Son can do
nothing of himself, but what he seeth the Father
do: for what things soever he doeth, these also
doeth the Son likewise ... I can of mine own self
do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment
is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the
will of the Father which hath sent me” (John
5:19, 30).

“Who being the brightness of his glory, and the
express image of his person, and upholding all
things by the word of his power, when he had by
himself purged our sins, sat down on the right
hand of the Majesty on high” (Hebrews 1:3).

12.Satan had Nothing in the Lord Jesus Christ.

“Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the
prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in
me” (John 14:30)

In closing let us consider a word on the temptation of
Jesus Christ. Many contest that if Christ could not have
sinned then His temptation was a hoax. But it must be
remembered that a temptation can be presented to test
if you will be successful OR to PROVE that you will.

‘Jesus the Son of God ... was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews
4:14, 16).

God May Be Tested. At least twenty-seven incidents or
references are recorded in which it is said that God has
been or might be tested; but these are always to be
considered in the light of the assurance that God cannot
be tempted in the way of evil, nor does He tempt any
man (James 1:13-15).

The Lord Jesus Christ never ceases to be what
He ever was! B
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God’s Present Purpose

The Dispensation of Grace
By — O.T. Sellers (edited and abridged)

ith the one exception of knowing from the

Word that he is a child of God through faith

in the person and work of Jesus Christ, there
is no truth that is more important to the believer than to
know the present purpose of God. If we are to walk
worthily of this position in which God has placed us, we
must not be ignorant of this great truth. Many, indeed,
are working at counter purposes with Him because they
do not know it. There is no experience in knowing, that
will bring tranquility of mind, courage of heart, and
inward peace like that which comes from realizing and
living harmoniously with God’s present purpose. Every
professing believer needs to ask, and then seek the
answers to, these pertinent questions: What is God’s
present purpose? What is God doing now? Is He failing
or succeeding?

Without any further words of introduction to this
subject, permit me to say decisively and emphatically
that God’s present purpose is to write into the history of
His long dealings with the human race a complete
record of the grace that is inherent in His character.

By contrast we can say that God is not now
demonstrating His power, majesty, justice or judgment.
He is demonstrating His grace. This is His present

purpose.

That there would be a dispensation of grace, a long
period during which God would do nothing but show
His favor to the wicked, had been a secret purpose of
God, hid within Himself, never revealed in any previous
revelation of truth (Ephesians 3:3). It was not part of
any previous prediction, and the sole revelator was
Paul, the apostle (Ephesians 3:8).

Much confusion has been created due to failure to
distinguish between the grace of God as being part of
His character, and the dispensation of grace as an
absolute method of dealing [with man]. He, being the
God of every grace, was always showing grace to men
from the time He provided coats of skin to cover the
nakedness of Adam and Eve. We read that Noah, along
with seven others, found grace in the sight of the Lord
(Gen. 6:8), but it was not an absolute method of
dealing with him or the rest of mankind. These were
dealt with in strict justice, resulting in God’s bringing the
flood upon the world of the ungodly (2 Peter 2:5).

The militant atheist of former years, Robert G. Ingersoll,
during the course of his lectures, would shake his fist
toward the heavens and cry out, “If there be a God, let
Him strike me dead.” When nothing happened, it was
considered by many to be positive proof of the
nonexistence of God. Yet, all that it demonstrated was
that God is the God of grace, Who continues to be
gracious in view of wicked challenges.

During the present dispensation, every act of God is an
act of grace; so much so, that if He cannot act in grace,
He will not act at all. During this time all judgment and
punishment is in abeyance. Grace is His present
method of dealing with mankind; and in the course of
displaying His grace, believers have found themselves
caught up in the flow of it, and have been carried into
the very fullness of forgiveness and salvation. God’s
purpose is to display His grace, and the present day
believer is a by-product of this purpose (Ephesians 2:7;
3:9-11; 2 Timothy 1:9).

God has now committed Himself to act in grace. He has
declared this through His chosen apostle, Paul; and we
will do well to take Him at His word and think
accordingly. This is the great truth revealed in Paul’s
epistles, especially Ephesians (Note Ephesians 3:2).

God is now creating within the history of mankind a
total and complete record of the graciousness of His
character. He is doing this in the administration
(dispensation) of grace under which all His government
or kingdom purposes are in abeyance.

God’s present purpose is succeeding every day and in
every way. He is not failing in anything that He
purposes to do. Every passing day on the calendar adds
one more page to the record of His grace.

The explanation of God’s long toleration of evil, His
present silence in the face of multiple and manifest
wrongs, and His toleration of the works of Satan can be
explained only when we realize that God is fulfilling
another purpose.

God is now doing all that is necessary to forever estab-
lish beyond all question that He is the God of all grace.
This is what He is now doing. This is His present
purpose. B
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truth, but for the truth” (I Corinthians
13:8).

VII.The Method of Proclaiming the Truth.
“But speaking the truth in love, may grow
up into him in all things, which is the head,
even Christ” (Ephesians 4:15).

“Charity ... rejoiceth in the truth” (I
Corinthians 13:6).

VIII. Conclusion.

Oh, that we may pray with David of years ago:
“Show me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths.
Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art

the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the
day” (Psalm 25:4, 5).

We must all realize the great value of truth. Jesus
Christ, while on earth, said, “And ye shall know the
truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John
8:32). Free indeed! Free from sin and its penalty,
free from religion, tradition and bondage, free from
error and a weak conscience. B



