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T
his message is for you. You will find the text in 
Romans 4:5, “To him that worketh not, but 
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 

faith is counted for righteousness.”

I call your attention to those words, “Him that justifieth 
the ungodly.” They seem to me to be very wonderful 
words.

Are you not surprised that there should be such an 
expression as  that in the Bible,  “That justifieth    the 
ungodly?”  I   have  heard   that  men  that  hate   the 
doctrines of the cross bring it as a charge against God, 
that He saves wicked men and receives to Himself the 
vilest of the vile. See how this Scripture accepts the 
charge  and   plainly   states  it! By  the   mouth of  His 
servant Paul, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, He 
takes to Himself the title of “Him that justifieth the 
ungodly.” He makes those just who are unjust, forgives 
those who   deserve   no favor. Did you think that 
salvation was for the good and that God’s grace was 
for the pure and holy who are free from sin? Perhaps 
you think that if you were excellent, then God would 
reward  you;  and  maybe  you  have  thought  that 
because you are not worthy, therefore there could be 
no way  of your enjoying His favor. You must  be 
somewhat surprised to read a text like this: “Him   that 
justifieth the ungodly.” I do not wonder that you are 
surprised; for with all my familiarity with the great 
grace of God, I never cease to wonder at it. It does 
sound surprising, does it not, that it should be possible 
for  a holy  God  to justify  an   unholy man? We, 
according to the natural legality of our hearts, are 
always talking about our own goodness and our own 
worthiness, and we stubbornly believe that there must 
be something in us in order to win the notice of God. 
Now, God, who sees through all deceptions, knows 
that there is no goodness whatever in us. He says that 
“there is none righteous, no, not one” (Romans 3:10). 
He knows that “all our righteousnesses are as filthy 
rags” (Isaiah 64:6), and, therefore, the Lord Jesus did 
not come into the world to look after goodness and 
righteousness among men, but to bestow them upon 

persons who have none of them. He comes, not 
because we are just, but to make us so; He justifieth the 
ungodly.

When a lawyer comes into court, if he is an honest 
man, he desires to plead the case of an innocent 
person and justify him before the court from the things 
which are falsely laid to his charge. It should be the 
lawyer’s object to justify the innocent person, and he 
should not attempt to screen the guilty party. It is not 
man’s right nor in his power to truly justify the guilty. 
This is a miracle reserved for the Lord alone. God, the 
infinitely just sovereign, knows that there is not a just 
man upon earth who does good and does not sin. 
Therefore’ in the infinite sovereignty of His divine 
nature and in the splendor of His ineffable love, He 
undertakes the task. not so much of justifying the just 
as of justifying the ungodly. God has devised ways and 
means of making the ungodly man to stand justly 
accepted before Him, He has set up a system by which 
with perfect justice He can treat the guilty as if he had 
been free from offence; yes, can treat him as if he were 
wholly free from sin. He justifieth the ungodly.

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. It is a 
very surprising thing, a thing to be marveled at most of 
all by those who enjoy it. l know that it is to me, even 
to this day, the greatest wonder that I ever heard of 
that God should ever justify me, I feel myself to be a 
lump of unworthiness, a mass of corruption, and a 
heap of sin apart from His almighty love, I know and 
am fully assured that l am justified by faith which is in 
Christ Jesus, and I am treated as if I had been perfectly 
just and made an heir of God and a joint-heir with 
Christ. And yet, by nature I must take my place among 
the most sinful. I, who am altogether undeserving, am 
treated as if l had been deserving. I am loved with as 
much love as if I had always been godly, whereas 
before I was ungodly. Who can help being astonished 
at this? Gratitude for such favor stands dressed in robes 
of wonder.

(continued on page 63)
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Dear Saints!

Our hearts are always filled with excitement as we have 
another opportunity to see a BSN ready for the press. It is truly a 
great joy to learn from God's precious Word and see these valuable 
truths shared through the printed page. We send our best to each of 
the Bible students who receive this publication.

From time to time we have reprinted material by other authors. This 
issue contains such articles. It is important to understand that, 
although we believe these articles have real value for the saints, this 
is not intended to be an endorsement of the authors or their other 
writings.

We are still making an attempt to put the BSN out in a more regular 
fashion. To aid us in this endeavor, we are planning to purchase the 
necessary equipment to do our own printing once again. This will 
help in two very important ways. First, we will be able to greatly 
reduce our printing cost. This will allow us to put out additional 
issues for the same costs we currently spend toward one. (The fact 
is that commercial printing rates are just that, commercial.) These 
savings will also be helpful as our mailing list continues to grow. 
Second, we will be able to remove the lengthy turn around time that 
we are currently experiencing with our present printer (who is out 
of state).

We currently have an A.B. Dick table top offset press. We plan to put 
it back into operation. But because of the paper size limitations of 
this press we also plan to purchase a larger model with which we 
could print the BSN and other larger items. We are also preparing to 
purchase other necessary equipment to go with the press and build 
an extension on our building to house the print shop as well as the 
ministry of Grace Clearinghouse.

In January we were able to be with Brother Barry Hampton and the 
saints in Montgomery Alabama for a Bible Conference. We also had 
the opportunity to be with Tracy Plessinger and the saints at Glasgow, 
Pennsylvania again. We are always thankful for the opportunity to 
minister the Word and endeavor to be an encouragement to other 
members of the Body of Christ.

Just a reminder in closing, if you ever find yourself in our area 
please stop and visit with us. Or if you don't have plans to be in our 
area, you are welcome to make plans to come and see us. We would 
be glad to have you. If you can let us know a little in advance we'll 
try and prepare adequate accommodations for you!

Our love to each of you,

Your servant,

 
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
II Corinthians 4:5
06/1991
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Now, while this is very surprising, I want you to notice 
how available it makes the Gospel to you and to me. 
If God justifieth the ungodly, then He can justify you. 
Is not that the very kind of person that you are? If you 
are unconverted at this moment, it is a very proper 
description of you. You have lived without God; you 
have been the reverse of godly. In one word, you have 
been and are ungodly. Perhaps you have not even 
attended a place of worship on Sunday, but have lived 
in disregard of God’s word. This proves you to have 
been ungodly. Sadder still, it may be you have even 
tried to doubt God’s existence and have gone the 
length of saying that you did so. You have lived on this 
fair earth which is full of the tokens of God’s presence, 
and all the while you have shut your eyes to the clear 
evidences of His power and Godhead. You have lived 
as if there were no God. Indeed, you would have been 
very pleased  if you  could have positively 
demonstrated to  yourself that there was  no God 
whatever. Possibly you have lived a great many years 
in this way so that you are now pretty well settled in 
your ways, and yet God is not in any of them. If you 
were labeled ungodly, it would describe you as well as 
if the sea were to be labeled salt water. Would it not?

Possibly you are a person of another sort. You have 
regularly attended to all the outward forms of religion, 
and yet you have had no heart in them at all, but have 
been really ungodly. Though meeting with the people 
of God, you have never met with God for yourself; 
you have been in the choir, and yet have not praised 
the Lord with your heart. You have lived without any 
love to God in your heart, or regard to His commands 
in your life. Well, you are just the kind of person to 
whom this Gospel is sent, this Gospel which says that 
God justifieth the ungodly. It is very wonderful, but it 
is happily available for you. It just suits you. Does it 
not? How I wish that you would accept it! If you are a 
sensible person, you will see the remarkable grace of 
God in providing for someone such as you are, and 
you will say to yourself, “Justify the ungodly! Why, 
then, should not I be justified, and justified at once?”

Now, observe further, that it must be so. The salvation 
of God is for those who do not deserve it and have no 
preparation for it. It is reasonable that the statement 
should be put in the Bible, for no others need justifying 
but those who have no justification of their own. If any 
of you are perfectly righteous, you want no justifying. 
You feel that you are doing your duty well, and almost 
putting heaven under an obligation to you. What do 
you want with a Saviour or with mercy? What do you 
want with justification? You will be tired of this book by 
this time, for it will have no interest to you.

If any of you are giving yourselves such proud airs, 
listen to me for a little while. You will he lost as sure as 
you are alive. You righteous men, whose 
righteousness is all of your own working, are either 

deceived, for the Scripture cannot lie and it says 
plainly, “There is none righteous, no, not one.” In any 
case, I have no Gospel to preach to the self-righteous, 
no, not a word. Jesus Christ Himself came not to call 
the righteous, and I am not going to do what He did 
not do. If l called you, you would not come; therefore, 
I will not call you. No, I ask you rather to look at that 
righteousness of yours till you see what a delusion it is. 
It is not half so substantial as a cobweb. Be finished 
with it! Flee from it! Believe that the only persons that 
can need justification are those who are not just in 
themselves. They need something to be done for them 
to make them just before the judgment seat of God. 
Depend upon it, the Lord only does that which is 
needful. Infinite wisdom never attempts that which is 
unnecessary. Jesus never undertakes that which is 
superfluous. To make him just who is just is no work 
for God; that were a labor for a fool, But to make him. 
just who is unjust, that is work for infinite love and 
mercy. To justify the ungodly is a miracle worthy of 
God, and it is.

Now, look. If  there  be  anywhere in  the world a 
physician who   has  discovered sure  and precious 
remedies, to whom is that physician sent? To those 
who are perfectly healthy? I think not. Put him down 
in a district where there are no sick persons, and he 
feels that he is not in his place. There is nothing for him 
to do.  “They that are whole have  no need of  a 
physician, but they that are sick” (Mark 2:17). Is it not 
equally clear that the great remedies of grace and 
redemption are for the sick in soul? They cannot be for 
the whole, for they cannot be of use to such. If you feel 
that you are spiritually sick, the Physician has come 
into the world for you. If you are altogether undone by 
reason of your sin, you are the very person aimed at 
in the plan of salvation. I say that the Lord of love had 
just such as you are in His eye when He arranged the 
system of grace. Suppose a man of generous spirit 
were to resolve to forgive all those who were indebted 
to him; it is clear that this can only apply to those really 
in his debt. One person owes him a thousand pounds, 
and another owes him fifty pounds; each one has but 
to have his bill receipted, and the liability is wiped out. 
But the most generous person cannot forgive the debts 
of those who do not owe him anything. It is out of the 
power of Omnipotence to forgive where there is no 
sin. Pardon, therefore, cannot be for you who have no 
sin. Pardon must be for the guilty. Forgiveness must be 
for the sinful. It would be absurd to talk of forgiving 
those who do not need forgiveness or pardoning those 
who have never offended.

Do you think that you must be lost because you are a 
sinner? This is the reason why you can be saved. 
Because you realize that you are a sinner, I would 
encourage you to believe that grace is ordained for 
such as you. One hymn writer even dared to say:
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A sinner is a sacred thing:
The Holy Ghost hath made him so.

It is true that Jesus seeks and saves that which is lost. 
He died and made a real atonement for real sinners. 
When men are not playing with words or calling 
themselves “miserable sinners” in false humility, I feel 
overjoyed to meet with them. I would be glad to talk 
all night to bona fide sinners. The inn of mercy never 
closes its doors upon such, neither on weekdays nor on 
Sunday. Our Lord Jesus did not die for imaginary sins, 
but His heart’s blood was spilled to wash out deep 
crimson stains which nothing else can remove.

He that is a dirty sinner is the kind of man that Jesus 
Christ came to make clean. A Gospel preacher on one 
occasion preached a sermon from, “Now also the axe 
is laid unto the root of the trees” (Luke 3:9), and he 
delivered such a sermon that one of his hearers said to 
him, “One would have thought that you had been 
preaching to criminals. Your sermon ought to have 
been delivered in the county jail.” “Oh, no,” said the 
good man, “if I were preaching in the county jail, I 
should not preach from that text. There I should 
preach ‘This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners’ (I Timothy 1:15). This is true.” The Law 
is for the self-righteous, to humble their pride; the 
Gospel is for the lost, to remove their despair.

If you are not lost, what do you want with a Saviour? 
Should the shepherd go after those who never went 
astray? Why should the woman sweep her house for 
the pieces of money that were never out of her purse? 
No, the medicine is for the diseased; the quickening is 
for the dead; the pardon is for the guilty; liberation is 
for those who are bound; the opening of eyes is for 
those who are blind. How can the Saviour and His 
death upon the cross and the Gospel of pardon be 
accounted for unless they be upon the supposition that 
men are guilty and worthy of condemnation? The 
sinner is the Gospel’s reason for existence. If you are 
undeserving, ill-deserving, hell-deserving, you are the 
sort of man for whom the Gospel is ordained and 
arranged and proclaimed. God justifies the ungodly.

I want to make this very plain, I hope that I have done 
so already. But, still, plain as it is, it is only the Lord 
who can make a man see it. At first it does seem most 
amazing to an awakened man that salvation should 
really be for him when he is lost and guilty. He thinks 
that it must be for him when he is penitent, forgetting 
that his penitence is a part of his salvation, “Oh,” he 
says. “but I must be this and that,” all of which is true, 
for he shall be this and that as the result of salvation. 
But salvation comes to him before he has any of the 
results of salvation. It comes to him, in fact, while he 
deserves only this bare, beggarly, base, abominable 
description: ungodly. That is all he is when God’s 

Gospel comes to justify him.

May I, therefore, urge upon any who have no good 
thing about them – who fear that they have not even 
a good feeling or  anything  whatever  that can 
recommend them to God – to firmly believe that our 
gracious God is able and willing to take them without 
anything to recommend them, and to forgive them 
spontaneously, not because they are good,  but 
because He is good. Does He not make His sun to 
shine on the evil as well as on the good? Does He not 
give fruitful seasons   and send  the rain  and   the 
sunshine in their time upon the most ungodly nations? 
Yes, even Sodom had its sun, and Gomorrah had its 
dew. The great grace of God surpasses my conception 
and your conception, and I would have you think 
worthily of it. As high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so high are God’s thoughts above our thoughts. 
He can abundantly pardon. Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners; forgiveness is for the guilty.

Do not attempt to touch yourself up and make yourself 
something other than you really are, but come as you 
are to Him who justifies the ungodly. A great artist 
some time ago had painted a picture of a part of the 
city in which he lived, and he wanted, for historic 
purposes, to include in his picture certain characters 
well known in the town. A street sweeper, who was 
unkempt, ragged, and filthy, was known to everybody, 
and there was a suitable place for him in the picture. 
The artist said to this ragged and rugged individual, “I 
will pay you well if you will come down to my studio 
and let  me  paint  you.” He came  around in the 
morning, but he was soon sent away, for he had 
washed his face, combed  his  hair, and donned a 
respectable suit of clothes. He was needed as a beggar 
and was not invited in any other capacity. Even so, the 
Gospel will receive you into its halls if you come as a 
sinner, not otherwise. Wait not for reformation, but 
come at once for salvation, God justifieth the ungodly, 
and that takes you up where you now are; it meets you 
in your worst estate.

Come in your disorder. I mean, come to your heavenly 
Father in all your sin and sinfulness. Come to Jesus just 
as you are: filthy, naked, neither fit to live nor fit to die. 
Come, you that are the very sweepings of creation; 
come, though you hardly dare to hope for anything 
but death. Come, though despair is brooding over 
you, pressing upon your bosom like a horrible 
nightmare. Come and ask the Lord to justify another 
ungodly one. Why should He not? Come, for this great 
mercy of God is meant for such as you. I put it in the 
language of the text, and I cannot put it more strongly: 
the Lord God Himself takes to Himself this gracious 
title, “Him that justifieth the ungodly.” He makes just, 
and causes to be treated as just, those who by nature 
are ungodly. Is not that a wonderful word for you? Do 
not delay till you have considered this matter well.  
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The Biblical account of creation is ridiculed by 
atheists, patronized by liberals, and often 
allegorized even by conservatives. The fact is, 
however, that it is God’s own account of creation, 
corroborated by Jesus Christ (Mark 10:6-8, etc.), 
who was there!

We are well advised to take it seriously and literally, 
for God is able to say what He means, and will 
someday hold us accountable for believing what 
He says! Furthermore, the account is reasonable 
and logical, fully in accord with all true science and 
history. The following chain of logic, while not 
compelling belief on the part of those who refuse to 
believe, at least demonstrates the reasonableness of 
Biblical creation.

It is axiomatic that there are only two possible basic 
models or origins – that is, of the origin of the 
universe, of the earth, of life, of human life, and of 
all the basic systems of the cosmos. These are, in 
simplest terms, evolution or creation. Either the 
origin of things can be understood in terms of 
continuing natural processes, or they cannot – one 
or the other. If they cannot, then we must resort to 
completed supernatural processes to explain the 
origin of at least the basic symptoms of the cosmos. 
Evolution and creation thus exhaust the 
possibilities, as far as origins are concerned.

This necessarily means that if we can “falsify” (that 
is, demonstrate to be false) either model of origins, 
then the other must be true. There is no other 
option. By definition, evolution should still be 
occurring now, since it is to be explained by present 
processes.

Present Processes

If there is anything certain in this world, however, it 
is that there is no evidence whatever that evolution 
is occurring today – that is, true vertical evolution, 
from some simpler kind to a more complex kind. 
No one has ever observed a star evolve from 
hydrogen, life evolve from chemicals, a higher 
species evolve from a lower species, a man from an 
ape, or anything else of this sort. Not only has no 
one ever observed true evolution in action, no one 
knows how evolution works, or even how it might 
work. Since no one has ever seen it happen 
(despite thousands of experiments that have tried 
to produce it), and no one yet has come up with a 
workable mechanism to explain it, it would seem 
that it has been falsified, at least as far as the 
present world is concerned. This does not prove it 
did not happen in the past, of course, but the 
evolutionist should recognize that this means it is 

not science, since it is not observable. Evolution 
must be accepted on faith.

What About The Past?

Actually, there is no evidence at all that evolution 
ever took place in the past either. In all recorded 
history, extending back nearly five thousand years, 
no one has ever recorded the natural evolution of 
any kind of creature (living or non-living) into a 
more complex kind. Furthermore, all known 
vertical changes seem to go in the wrong direction. 
An average of at least one species has become 
extinct every day since records have been kept, but 
no new species have evolved during that time. 
Stars explode, comets and meteorites disintegrate, 
the biosphere deteriorates, and everything 
eventually dies, so far as all historical observations 
go, but nothing has ever evolved into higher 
complexity.

But how about prehistoric changes? The only real 
records we have of this period are presumably to be 
found in the sedimentary rocks of the earth’s crust, 
where billions of fossil remains of former living 
creatures have been preserved for our observation. 
Again, however, the story is one of extinction, not 
evolution. Numerous kinds of extinct animals are 
found (e.g., dinosaurs), but never, in all of these 
billions of fossils, is a truly incipient or transitional 
form found. No fossil has ever been found with half 
scales/half feathers, half legs/half wings, 
half-developed heart, half-developed eye, or any 
other such thing.

If evolution were true, there should be millions of 
transitional types among these multiplied billions of 
fossils – in fact, everything should show transitional 
features. But they do not! If one were to rely strictly 
on the observed evidence, he would have to agree 
that past evolution has also been falsified.

The Necessity Of Creation

If evolution did not occur in the past, and does not 
occur at present, then it is entirely imaginary – not 
a part of the real world at all. This leaves creation 
as the necessary explanation of origins.

This fact is also confirmed by the best-proved laws 
of science – the law of conservation in quantity and 
the law of decay in complexity, or the famous First 
and Second Laws of Thermodynamics.

The First Law notes that, in all real processes, the 
total quantity of matter and/or energy stays 

The Logic of Biblical Creation
– Henry M. Morris, Ph.D.
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occur at present, then it is entirely imaginary – not a 
part of the real world at all. This leaves creation as 
the necessary explanation of origins.

This fact is also confirmed by the best-proved laws of 
science – the law of conservation in quantity and 
the law of decay in complexity, or the famous First 
and Second Laws of Thermodynamics.

The First Law notes that, in all real processes, the 
total quantity of matter and/or energy stays constant, 
even though it frequently changes form. A parallel 
principle in biology notes that “like begets like” – 
dogs are always dogs, for example, though they 
occur in many varieties. The Second Law notes that 
the quality of any system – its usefulness, its 
complexity, its information value – always tends to 
decrease. In living organisms, true vertical changes 
go down, not up – mutations cause deterioration, 
individuals die, and species become extinct. In fact, 
everything in the universe seems to be headed 
downhill toward ultimate cosmic death.

The First Law notes that nothing is being either 
“created” or “evolved” by present processes. The 
Second Law notes that there is, instead, a universal 
tendency for everything to disintegrate, to run down, 
and finally, to “die.” The whole universe is growing 
old, wearing out, headed toward ultimate stillness 
and death. This universal “increase in entropy” leads 
directly to the conclusion that there must have been 
a creation of things in the past; otherwise, everything 
would now be dead (since they are universally dying 
in the present).

Again, we are driven to the logical necessity of a 
primal creation – a creation that was accomplished 
not by present natural processes, but by past 
supernatural processes. This means, however, that 
we cannot deduce anything about that creation 
except just the fact of creation. The processes of 
creation, the duration of the period of creation, the 
order of events – all are hidden from us by virtue of 
the fact that our present observed processes do not 
create – they only conserve and deteriorate!

Nevertheless, there must have been a creation, and, 
therefore, a Creator! Being the Creator of the 
infinitely complex, highly energized cosmos,  that 
Creator  necessarily must be omniscient and 
omnipotent. Having created life, as well as human 
personalities, He must also be a living Person. No 
effect can be greater than its cause.

Therefore, He is fully capable of revealing to us 
knowledge about His creation – knowledge which 

could never be learned through studying present 
processes. It almost seems that He must do this, in 
fact, since He surely is not capricious. He would not 
create men and women who long to know the 
meaning of their lives, yet neglect or refuse to tell 
them anything about it.

Assuming, then, that He has revealed this 
information  to His  creatures,  just  where is  His 
revelation to be found? There are numerous books 
of religion, ancient and modern, but their 
cosmogonies do not contain any account at all of the 
creation of the universe.

The answer, therefore, has to be in His record of 
creation in the book of Genesis, for there is no 
alternative. There are only three creationist 
“religions” in the world – Christianity, Islam, and 
Judaism – and all three base their belief in creation 
on the record of Genesis. Without exception, all the 
other religions and philosophies of the world have 
based their beliefs concerning origins on some form 
of evolutionism.  That  is, they all begin with the 
universe (space, time, matter) already in existence, 
then speculate how the  forces of nature (often 
personified as various gods and goddesses) may 
have generated all the systems and living creatures 
of the world out of some primordial watery chaos. 
Only Genesis even attempts to tell how the universe 
itself came to be.

Whether most people believe it or not, therefore, the 
creation account in Genesis is God’s record of His 
creation. Jesus Christ also taught this truth, so surely 
any true Christian should believe it. This account 
does not allow even the possibility of evolution, since 
everything was created “after its kind” (Genesis 
1:24), and since, after six days of creating and mak-
ing things, God “rested from all His work” (Genesis 
2:3), and so is no longer using processes which 
“create” things, as theistic evolutionists believe. In-
stead, He now is “upholding all things” (Hebrews 
1:3) through His law of conservation – the “First 
Law.”

The entrance of sin  into the world brought a 
disordering principle into  the  Creator’s perfect 
creation, in the form of God’s “curse” on the “whole 
creation ”– the principle of decay and death – the 
“Second Law.” Thus, the natural laws now 
governing the processes of the universe are not laws 
of origin and development, as evolution requires, 
but of conservation and decay, in accordance with 
the truth of primeval special creation.

(continued next page)
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If we now wish to know how long it took for God to 
make all things, we can learn this from His Genesis 
record – and only there – since we cannot 
legitimately project present processes back into the 
creation period. That account says He did it in just 
six days of work followed by a day of rest, 
thus providing the pattern by which men and 
women 
were to order their daily lives throughout history. 
Ever since that first week, people have actually done 
this – even those who reject His account of creation!

ask. Only God can answer that question, and He 
does define His terms! “God called the light Day,” 
says the account, in the very first use of the word 
“day” in the Bible (Genesis 1:5). The “day” thus is 
the light-period in the diurnal light/darkness cycle, 
which began on “the first day”, and has continued 
every day since.

“But what about the evidences for the earth’s great 
age?” others will ask. The answer is that there are no 
such evidences! All calculations that purport to give 
this kind of evidence are based on present natural 

– Clyde L. Pillkington, Jr.
“LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may 
know how frail I am” (Psalm 39:4).

I. Death is a Change of Residence.

“For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle 
were dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this we 
groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed upon with our 
house which is from heaven: If so be that being clothed 
we shall not be found naked. For we that are in this 
tabernacle do groan, being burdened: not for that we 
would be unclothed, but clothed upon, that mortality 
might be swallowed up of life. Now he that hath wrought 
us for the selfsame thing is God, who also hath given 
unto us the earnest of the Spirit. Therefore we are 
always confident, knowing that, whilst we are at home 
in the body, we are absent from the Lord: (For we walk 
by faith, not by sight:) We are confident, I say, and willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord” (II Corinthians 5:1-8).

“For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to 
depart, and to be with Christ; which is far better:”  
(Philippians 1:23).

“And it came to pass, as her soul was in departing, (for 
she died) that she called his name Benoni: but his father 
called him Benjamin” (Genesis 35:18).

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even 
so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with 
him” (I Thessalonians 4:14).

II. Death is the Result of Sin.

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, 
and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned:” (Romans 5:12).

“For as in Adam all die …” (I Corinthians 15:22).

“For the wages of sin is death …” (Romans 6:23).

III. Death is a Sure Appointment.

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment:” (Hebrews 9:27).

IV. Death must be prepared for.

“And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after 
this the judgment:” (Hebrews 9:27).

V. Death is gain to the believer.

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain” 
(Philippians 1:21).

“O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin 
is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (I 
Corinthians 15:55-58).

VI. Death is loss to the unbeliever.

“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole 
world, and lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36).

“And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was 
carried by the angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich 
man also died, and was buried; And in hell he lift up his 
eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and 
Lazarus in his bosom” (Luke 16:22-23).

VII. Death has an older brother.

“And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This 
is the second death” (Revelation 20:14).  

(continued from previous page)
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Following are some excerpts from “Fragments of 
Popery Among Nonconformists” which appeared 
in The Sword and The Trowel, 1874, pp. 269-270. 
It should be noted that Spurgeon himself used the 
title “Reverend” in his earlier years, but later re-
moved it. A look at the Metropolitan Tabernacle 
Pulpit set will reveal that after 1864 the title 
“Rev.” never appears before his name again. This 
certainly speaks of a growth in understanding, and 
we wish the same could be said for countless num-
bers of brothers in our day.

“… We cannot lay down the pen without asking 
why so many brethren still retain the title of 
Reverend? … It seems rather odd to us that a man 
should print upon his visiting card the fact that he is 
a reverend person. Why does he not occasionally 
vary the term, and call himself estimable, amiable, 
talented, or beloved? Would this seem odd? Is there 
any valid objection to such a use of adjectives after 
the fashion is once set by employing the word 
reverend?

“If a man were to assume the title of reverend for 
the first time in history it would look ridiculous, if 
not presumptuous or profane. Why do we not, like 
members of secret orders and others, go in for 

Worthy Masterships and Past Grands, and the like? 
I hope that we can reply that we do not care for 
such honors, and are content to leave them to men 
of the world, or to the use of those who think they 
can do some good thereby. It may be said that the 
title of Reverend is only one of courtesy, but then so 
was the  title Rabbi  among the Jews, yet the 
disciples were not to be called Rabbi. It is, at any 
rate, a suspicious circumstance that among 
mankind no class of persons should so commonly 
describe themselves by a pretentious title as the 
professed ministers of the lowly Jesus. Its main use 
seems to be the pestilent one of keeping up the 
unscriptural distinction of clergy and laity.

“This may be a trifle, many no doubt so regard it; 
why, then, are they not prepared to abstain from it? 
The less value of the epithet the less reason for 
continuing the use of it.

“… We wonder when men first sought out this 
invention, and from whose original mind did the 
original sin emanate. We suspect that he lived in 
the Roman Row of Vanity  Fair,  although John 
Bunyan does not mention him. One thing is pretty 
certain, he did not flourish in the days of the Rev. 
Paul, or the Rev. Apollos, or the Rev. Cephas.”  

“Reverend  ” Ministers?
by – Charles Haddon Spurgeon

processes, and, as we have seen, it is not legitimate 
to project these into the creation period. 
Furthermore, all such processes invariably involve 
the principle of decay, and these can never be 
assumed to have operated uniformly in the past. 
Although thermodynamics  specifies  that  all 
processes must be decay processes, the rate of decay 
depends on the science of kinetics – not 
thermodynamics. Every process functions at its own 
rate, which may, and does vary widely with time, 
depending  on how the many “variables”  which 
control it happen to  vary. If one allows for the 
tremendous acceleration of most processes at the 
time of the global hydraulic cataclysm described in 

Genesis, he will conclude that these processes, 
instead of pointing to the earth’s great age, really 
point to the earth’s great Flood!

Space does not allow documentation and further 
discussion here, but even this brief summary demon- 
strates the logic of Biblical creationism. Although 
one may escape from this chain of logic if he wishes, 
the fact remains that the chain is logical and reason- 
able. When mixed with faith, there is peace and joy 
in believing God’s straightforward, rational, simple, 
satisfying, and truly scientific account of creation in 
Genesis.  

(Reprinted by permission, IFCR)
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“Holy and Reverend is His Name” (Philippians 1:2).


