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The Distinctive Messages of the Prison and 
Pre-prison Epistles:

Most instructed believers today know that present truth 
– the truth for the church which is the body of Christ – 
is to be found only in Paul’s epistles, from Romans to 
Philemon The rest of the Word of God is for us, and is 
rich in instruction to us, but only in the church epistles 
do we find the direct doctrines and principles for the 
present age of grace. Paul plainly states that to him 
was given this special revelation “of the dispensation 
of the grace of God” (Ephesians 3:2-3).

But is every statement in Paul’s epistles for us today? 
Are there some things, even in these epistles, that were 
Jewish and have passed away? Most believers have 
not been able to give a very good answer to the first 
question, and though they believe the second should 
be answered in the affirmative, they are hard pressed 
for scriptural proof.

For instance, in I Corinthians 12:28-30 there are cer-
tain gifts listed, including the gifts of healing, speaking 
in tongues and “workers of miracles.” In 14:13 Paul 
writes, “Wherefore let him that speaketh in an un-
known tongue pray that he may interpret.” Anyone 
with a correct understanding of dispensational truth 
knows that all these special wonders and miracles were 
Kingdom signs (Isaiah 35:5-6), and belong with the 
nation Israel, who always requires a sign (I Corinthians 
1:22). He knows also that these signs simply do not 
work today, in spite of all the fantastic claims of mod-
ern cults. And further, it is stated in 13:8 that one of 
these, (i.e., tongues) shall cease.

Again, in Romans 12:6, as well as in I Corinthians, we 
find the gift of prophecy. This gift also was to cease, as 
we read in I Corinthians 13:8. It apparently was a gift 

given by the Holy Spirit in the early church for 
“edification, exhortation and comfort” of the believers 
( I Corinthians 14:3), while the Word of God was in 
the making. After the Word was completed there was 
no longer any need for any New Testament prophet.

But the fact remains that these passages are in Paul’s 
epistles, which we insist are present day truth. If they 
are for us today, then the Pentecostalists are right. If 
they are NOT for us today, then we have some ex-
plaining to do beyond the fact that things changed, 
and these sign gifts ceased. For then we must answer 
the question: when did the change of order come in, 
and why did it come in?

The Numerical Structure

Paul wrote thirteen epistles to the church the Body of 
Christ. This number itself is significant, and shows the 
amazing perfection of God’s Word. Had Paul left out 
even that small epistle to Philemon, the number would 
have been twelve, which is the number of Israel 
throughout the Bible. But the number thirteen goes on 
beyond to the Gentiles. Paul himself was not one of the 
twelve apostles. He did not take the place of Judas, as 
some teach. He was an added apostle, a special apos-
tle, the thirteenth apostle, the apostle to the Gentiles.

Before he went to prison, Paul wrote six epistles, and 
during his imprisonment he wrote seven others. Six is 
man’s number, the number of weakness. And so it is 
that in these first six epistles we find the HUMAN SIDE 
of the church, with all its faults and failures. Romans 
opens with the wickedness of this poor, fallen race, out 
of which we have been called. In I Corinthians we find 
carnality, greed, selfishness and even fornication 
among those who named the name of Christ. In 

(continued on page 79)
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Beloved Saints:

Warmest greetings in the name of our living 
Head, the Lord Jesus Christ. You are proba-
bly surprised to see this BSN issue #10 so 
soon. It seems that we are finally getting 
caught up and are operating on a regular 
publishing schedule. Because of this we 
would like to encourage those of you who 
have lessons, outlines or articles that may be 
of interest to our readers, to submit them for 
consideration.

PRESS UPDATE

The major factor in the timing of this issue is 
that we have finally purchased a Ryobi 2800 
offset press. We are now working on setting 
up an adequate print shop, and are looking 
for a plate maker, paper folder, paper cutter, 
drill and stitcher. We already had a GBC 
binder and have obtained a hot glue binder 
with the press. This equipment will allow us 
to print the BSN, as well as other material, at 
a greatly reduced cost.

PRINTING NEEDS

If we can be of service to you in the area of 
printing, please feel free to call on us. Part of 
the goal in securing the equipment was to 
help other ministries reduce their printing 
costs.

A WORD ABOUT THIS ISSUE

This issue of the BSN carries an excellent 
article by the late Dee McCroskey entitled 
Rightly Dividing Paul's Epistles. This article 
facilitates understanding about the transition 
and Paul's epistles. The position in this article 
is not to be confused with the belief that 
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Galatians we find backsliding and legalism. All human 
weakness. But seven is the number of perfection and 
completeness. So in the seven Prison Epistles we find 
the HEAVENLY SIDE of the church, seated in the 
heavenlies in Ephesians, looking at its heavenly Head 
in Colossians, looking for heaven itself and the coming 
of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, in Philippians.

The Order of the Epistles

The order in which Paul wrote his epistles is generally 
believed by competent scholars to be as follows: I & II 
Thessalonians, Galatians, I Corinthians, Romans, II 
Corinthians, Ephesians, Colossians, Philemon, Philip-
pians, I Timothy, Titus and II Timothy. The first six of 
these are the Pre-prison Epistles, and the last seven are 
the Prison Epistles.

The Dividing Line

There is a three or four year gap between the last of 
the Pre-prison Epistles and the first of the Prison 
Epistles. During the gap the nation Israel rejected 
God’s final offer of His risen Son as their Lord and 
Messiah, and a tremendous statement was made in 
Acts 28:28. It reads as follows: “Be it known therefore 
unto you, that the salvation of God is sent unto the 
Gentiles, and that they will hear it.”

This Scripture is the great pillar of demarcation that 
stands between these two groups of epistles. The 
Pre-prison Epistles on one side, and the Prison Epistles 
on the other, with Acts 28:28 between them. Although 
Luke wrote the book of Acts in A.D. 65, the setting 
aside of Israel in Acts 28:28 seems to have taken place 
a year earlier, sometime in A.D. 64. In God’s mind it 
was already the beginning of the end of Israel’s occu-
pancy of the land. In a few years, A.D. 70, He permit-
ted the Romans to completely remove them.

The Pre-prison Epistles, then, were written during the 
period of time covered by the book of Acts. Through-
out the book of Acts God was still dealing with the 
nation Israel. In the Old Testament they had rejected 
God the Father. In the four Gospels they had rejected 
God the Son. And in the book of Acts they rejected the 
ministry of God the Holy Spirit, even though He 
displayed before them great power and the Kingdom 
signs of healing, miracles, etc.

But it is quite evident that God was also bringing in the 
church, that He was, for a little while, engaged in a 
two-fold program. He was offering Israel her Messianic 
hope, though in His fore-knowledge God knew this offer 

would be rejected, and He would visit the Gentiles “to 
take out of them a people for His name” (Acts 15:14).

So in the Pre-prison Epistles we find some things that 
are Jewish, and must cease when Israel is set aside. This 
took place in Acts 28:28, and then we have the Prison 
Epistles, in which we find the full revelation of the 
mystery. In these nothing is of Jewish character, nothing 
temporary, nothing to cease, no signs and no miracles.

The Word does not tell us when Paul received all the 
revelations of the mystery, though there is consider-
able conjecture about it. It seems most probable that 
the Spirit gave him these revelations as he went along. 
We know that he received the gospel by special reve-
lation (Galatians 1:12). Perhaps he received his final 
and complete revelation of the mystery in prison at 
Rome, from whence came those high pinnacles of 
church truth – Ephesians, Colossians and Philippians.

Some may ask, “Why did there have to be Jewish 
truth at all in the early church epistles?” One reason is 
that the early assemblies were composed of both Jews 
and Gentiles. In fact, much of the work began with 
meetings in synagogues. But the main reason is that 
since God was not yet through dealing with Israel, the 
Holy Spirit was still working through the apostles in 
signs and miracles. Paul himself healed and did other 
miracles during his Acts period ministry (see Acts 
14:8-10; 19:11-12). It was needful that some of these 
things be taken up in his early epistles.

The whole picture changed after Acts 28:28. No more 
sending handkerchiefs to heal; one brother is sick nigh 
unto death. Paul had to leave another “at Miletum sick” 
(II Timothy 4:20), and he could only prescribe a certain 
tonic for Timothy’s sick stomach (I Timothy 5:23).

But only the things that were distinctly church revela-
tions in the Pre-prison Epistles continue on.  Healings, 
tongues and other miracles, for instance, were not 
Pauline revelations. Nor was water baptism. All these 
things began before Paul came on the scene, and they 
are related to Israel and the coming earthly Kingdom.

On the other hand, the things that are distinct church 
truths, and not brought in until the Spirit revealed 
them through Paul, these things all continue on.

All the great doctrines of salvation, faith, separation 
and church order continue into the Prison Epistles. But 
other things did change, and Acts 28:28 was the big 
turning point.  
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When it comes to the study of Scripture, 
we should take special notice of the 
spirit and determination of the Be-

reans. “These (those from Berea) were more 
noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they 
received the word with all readiness of mind, 
and searched the SCRIPTURES DAILY, whether 
those things were so” (Acts 17:11).

This should be said of every believer, for indeed 
the Bible is the only rule book of life. “Prove all 
things; hold fast that which is good” (I Thessalo-
nians 5:21)

“We Never Guess, WE LOOK IT UP!” are the 
words which appear on a small button which my 
son received a few years ago. It was distributed 
as a promotional item by a leading encyclopedia 
company. The program encourages students to 
receive the correct answer by making use of their 
reference materials. When I was first introduced 
to their program I thought immediately of its 
spiritual application. How strong would the 
Body of Christ be today if it would only “Look It 
Up!” “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, 
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth” (II Timothy 
2:15).

WHAT? “STUDY.” Each believer is to be a 
student of the Word. It is not enough to read 
books or hear preaching “about” the Bible. We 
each have a personal responsibility to KNOW 
the Scriptures for ourselves. The “school of Bi-
ble” is one from which we will never, during this 
earthly life, graduate.

It is often surprising to hear what some affirm to 
be within the pages of the Bible. I have met, on 
a number of occasions, those who sincerely 

quote a “Bible” passage that no concordance 
could ever locate. Many Christians are simply 
unacquainted with THE AUTHORITY of their 
faith – The Bible. They are spiritually “illiterate.” 
They spend their Christian lives GUESSING, 
they never “LOOK IT UP!” I often wonder if the 
pastor of the average church could not preach 
just about “anything” and the congregation 
would accept it, without question, as being the 
“gospel truth.” (One really need not wonder, 
simply look around at what is being preached by 
many today.) “…And much study is a weariness 
of the flesh…” (Ecclesiastes 12:12).

We are to Study. Now, any study is hard work, 
it is very demanding. It requires much time and 
energy. How much more does the study of the 
Bible. But it is eternally rewarding!

WHY? “TO SHEW THYSELF APPROVED UN-
TO GOD, A WORKMAN THAT NEEDETH 
NOT TO BE ASHAMED.” We study because 
this is the only way that we can be the un-
ashamed workman which God can approve. 
The one who does the approving is not the 
denomination, the church, or pastor, but GOD 
Himself.

HOW? “RIGHTLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF 
TRUTH.” There is a certain way which we are to 
study the Word. We are to RIGHTLY DIVIDE. 
The Bible must be divided and this is not just 
dividing that we see here, but RIGHT division. 
That is, we are to look for the many dividing 
marks of God which are in the Scripture. We 
must learn to make a difference where God 
makes a difference!

Let us look at some examples of GOD making a 
difference:

We Never Guess, We Look It Up!
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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EARTHLY PROGRAM:
Israel

HEAVENLY PROGRAM:
Body of Christ

Matthew 25:34: “Then shall the King say unto them on his 
right hand, Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you FROM THE FOUNDATION OF 

Ephesians 1:4: “According as he hath chosen us in him 
BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD, that we 

should be holy and without blame before him in love:”

Acts 3:21: “Whom the heaven must receive until the times 
of restitution of all things, which God hath SPOKEN by the 
mouth of all his holy prophets SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN.”

Romans 16:25: “Now to him that is of power to stablish you 
according to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept 
SECRET SINCE THE WORLD BEGAN,”

Mark 16:16: “He that BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED shall 
be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.”

Romans 4:5: “But to him that worketh not, but BELIEVETH 
on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.”

Hebrews 6:2: “Of the doctrine of BAPTISMS, and of laying 
on of hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal 
judgment.”

Ephesians 4:4: “There is one body, and one Spirit, even as 
ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one 
faith, ONE BAPTISM,”

James 2:24: “Ye see then how that by WORKS A MAN IS 
JUSTIFIED, and not by faith only.”

Romans 4:2: “For if Abraham were justified by works, he 
hath whereof to glory; but not before God. For what saith 
the Scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted 
unto him for righteousness.”

Matthew 18:17: “And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it 
unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him 
be unto thee as an HEATHEN man and a PUBLICAN.”

II Thessalonians 3:15: “Yet count him not as an enemy, but 
admonish him as a brother.”

Mark 16:18: “They shall take up serpents; and if they drink 
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands 
on the SICK, and they SHALL RECOVER.”

I Timothy 5:23: “Drink no longer water, but use a little wine for 
thy stomach’s sake and thine OFTEN INFIRMITIES.”
II Timothy 4:20: “Erastus abode at Corinth: but Trophimus 
have I left at Miletum SICK.”

Malachi 3:8: “Will a man ROB God? Yet ye have robbed me. 
But ye say, Wherein have we robbed thee? In tithes and 
offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed 

II Corinthians 9:7: “Every man according as he purposeth 
in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of NECESSI-
TY: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”

Exodus 20:8: “Remember the SABBATH day, to keep it 
holy.”

Colossians 2:16: “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, 
or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new moon, 
or of the SABBATH days:”
Galatians 4:10: “Ye observe days, and months, and times, 
and years. I am afraid of you, lest I have bestowed upon 

Acts 2:38: “Then Peter said unto them, REPENT, AND BE 
BAPTIZED every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy 

Acts 16:31: “And they said, BELIEVE on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.”

Romans 15:8: “Now I say that Jesus Christ was a MINIS-
TER OF THE CIRCUMCISION for the truth of God, to 
confirm the promises made unto the fathers:”

Romans 15:16: “That I should be the MINISTER OF JE-
SUS CHRIST TO THE GENTILES, ministering the gospel 
of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be accept-

Matthew 21:22: “And ALL THINGS, whatsoever ye shall 
ASK in prayer, believing, ye SHALL RECEIVE.”

II Corinthians 12:8: “For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that 
it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is 
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in weakness. 
Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the 
power of Christ may rest upon me.”

Matthew 28:19: “GO ye therefore, and teach all nations, BAP-
TIZING THEM in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost:”

I Corinthians 1:17: “For CHRIST SENT ME NOT TO BAPTIZE, 
but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the 
cross of Christ should be made of none effect.”

Matthew 6:14: “For IF YE FORGIVE men their trespasses, 
your heavenly Father will also forgive you:”

Ephesians 4:32: “And be ye kind one to another, tenderheart-
ed, forgiving one another, EVEN AS God for Christ’s sake 
HATH FORGIVEN YOU.” 
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The list could go on. These are verses where 
GOD has “made a difference.” Take a look at 
this verse and see the great dividing mark which 
God has placed there:

“Howbeit for this cause I obtained mercy, 
that in me FIRST Jesus Christ might shew 
forth all longsuffering, for a PATTERN to 
all them which should HEREAFTER be-
lieve on him to life everlasting” (I Timothy 
1:16)

God has clearly set a dividing line on Paul. He 
was FIRST in something. Do you know what he 
was first in?

God also clearly tells us why Paul was in prison. 
Do you know why?

Let us “Look it up!”

“…To make known the MYSTERY OF 
THE GOSPEL, for which I am an ambas-
sador in bonds:” (Ephesians 6:19, 20).

“… To speak the MYSTERY OF CHRIST, 
for which I am also in bonds” (Colossians 
4:3).

Paul was NOT an ambassador in bonds for 
“Christ” or “The Gospel” but for the MYSTERY 
of Christ and the gospel. Is God making a differ-
ence or are these words simply unimportant? 
Does God make unnecessary statements?

How sad it is that the majority of the Body of 
Christ does not even know about this glorious 
MYSTERY. But these truths stand waiting for the 
STUDENT to enjoy.

“If ye have heard of the DISPENSATION 
of the GRACE OF GOD which is given ME 
to you-ward: How that by REVELATION 
He made known unto ME the MYSTERY;” 
(Ephesians 3:2, 3).

If one wants to be an approved workman he 
must understand what God’s program is for 
today. This can be known only through the 
ministry of Paul.

“For I speak to you GENTILES, inasmuch 
as I am the apostle of the GENTILES, I 
magnify mine OFFICE:” (Romans 11:13).

“… The Gospel of the UNCIRCUMCI-
SION was committed unto ME (Paul), as 
the Gospel of the CIRCUMCISION was 
unto Peter” (Galatians 2:7).

Scofield made this comment concerning Paul: 
“In his writings ALONE we find the doctrine, 
position, walk, and destiny of the church.” 
(Scofield Reference Bible page 1252).

William R. Newell has said, “The failure or refus-
al to discern the Pauline Gospel as a separate 
and new revelation and not a “development 
from Judaism” accounts for two-thirds of the 
confusion in many people’s minds today as 
regards just what the Gospel is … You can judge 
any man’s preaching or teaching by this rule – Is 
he Pauline? Does his doctrine START and FIN-
ISH according to those statements of Christian 
doctrine uttered by the Apostle Paul?” (from 
Paul’s Gospel).

Dear believer, let us not GUESS when it comes 
to the important question of doctrine, let us 
“LOOK IT UP!” We will find OUR instructions as 
members of the Body of Christ in “Romans 
through Philemon.” We cannot just arbitrarily 
take truth from other dispensations and build an 
approved Christian life. In closing let us remem-
ber the words of Paul in Romans 2:16:

“In the day when God shall judge the 
secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to 
MY GOSPEL.”
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What Is Our Problem?
by – Matthew Coyle

H ave you ever heard someone say, “What 
is your problem?!” I am sure you have 
heard that said. Well, I would like to ask 

the same question with one key word changed: 
What is our problem? Or even more specifically, 
What is man’s problem?

Why do we cheat, and lie, and murder, and steal, 
and commit adultery, and hurt people with our 
words, and do so many other bad things? We 
humans are trying to correct our hurtful flaws, 
(and that without success, which will be ex-
plained later), but we are not pointing to the root 
of the problem.

For the most part man explains his bad behavior 
due perhaps to a bad environment, or being 
mistreated as a child, or a lack of education which 
is said to produce prejudice and bigotry. These 
things are true; these various factors can enhance 
inappropriate behavior, but you can mark it 
down there was bad behavior in the beginning 
before all those factors could have impact.

Man must face the fact that the cause and root of 
his problems is that he is a sinner. We sin because 
we are sinners. It is a very logical explanation. 
Most importantly though, it is truth. God’s Word 
says so.

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into 
the world, and death by sin; and so death 
passed upon all men, for that all have 
sinned …” (Romans 5:12).

Are you skeptical of this? What is the truth then? 
Is it those factors we mentioned before: bad 
environment, ignorance, etc.? If that is the truth, 
then we should be able to clean up our act and 
produce total world peace, full of bliss and con-
tentment. That’s a reasonable conclusion, right? 
Yet, do you really think that is possible? Man has 

not even made a light dent in improving himself 
morally and spiritually. We can’t do it because 
the Bible says we are spiritually dead in trespass-
es and sins (Ephesians 2:1).

God is holy, just and totally righteous. What will 
you do after you die and stand before Him? What 
will you say for your sins? He cannot overlook 
them. There is payment for sin: “For the wages of 
sin is death …” (Romans 6:23). However, there 
is a way out of this terrible ending.

The loving God of the universe has paid the 
penalty for sin Himself. He sent His Son Jesus to 
pay the penalty on our behalf. Jesus was sinless, 
but He became sin for us and He went to the 
cross and bore God’s wrath for our sin and died 
there for us.

“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, 
who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him” (II Corin-
thians 5:21).

Jesus took care of our problem for us. God tells 
us to believe this and trust in His Son for paying 
our sin debt. That’s it. Nothing more is required.

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth 
on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith 
is counted for righteousness” (Romans 4:5).

Now we really have the power to do right 
because we have Christ in us.

“For we are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus unto good works …” 
(Ephesians 2:10).

This is not for our salvation; it is for Christ 
because we represent Him now, and God is trying 
to reach the rest of the lost world through us.  



Paul’s Last Sermon
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

II Timothy 4:1-22

Paul’s parting words to Timothy had 
to do with the PREACHING of the 
Word of God. How important the 

ministry of the word was to Paul!

I. THE CHARGE 

1. The Preaching (vs. 1-2) – Preach-
ing GOD’S Word. When? In sea-
son and out. Don’t give up.

2. The People (vs. 3-4) – The contrast 
is between a FAITHFUL preacher 
and a FABLE people.

II. THE COMMAND

1. The Carefulness (vs. 5) – “But 
WATCH thou in all things.”

2. The Conflict – “endure afflictions.”
3. The Conversions – “do the work of 

an evangelist.”
4. The Consecration – “make full 

proof of thy ministry.”

III. THE CONCLUSION

1. The Preparation (vs. 6).
2. The Perfection (vs.7).

A. The Fight
B. The Finish
C. The Faith

3. The Prize (vs. 8)

Let us labor faithfully the faithful Word, 
so we may, with Paul, depart this life with 
the joy and confidence of reward.

there are two bodies of Christ (commonly 
known as the Acts 28 position). In the next 
issue, to help clarify this subject and prevent 
any misunderstanding, we will be running a 
study on "The Unity Of Paul's Epistles." We 
trust that both issues will prove helpful.

BSN INDEX

Also in this issue is an index insert to the first 
ten issues of the BSN. This can be removed 
and placed at the end of your issues. We 
plan to print a new, updated index with 
every tenth issue.

FEBRUARY BIBLE CONFERENCE

We would like to invite each of you to attend 
our February Bible Conference here at the 
Grace Bible Church in Hampton. The dates 
are Feb. 21-23. Our dear brother Alex Kurz 
will be our special speaker. The theme is 
"Glorifying God" and will be based on Philip-
pians chapter one. If you are coming from 
out of town and would like accommoda-
tions, please let us know.

GRACE TESTIMONY

The GT newsprint issues #1 and #2 are out 
of print. There are no immediate plans to 
have them reprinted.

Our love to each of you,

Your servant,

 
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
II Corinthians 4:5
3/92

(continued from page 78)


