iﬁihle Student’s Notebook™

The Herald of His Grace

Issue 12

God’s T otal F orgiveness

by — Ted Fellows

The Problem of Unresolved Guilt.

Guilt is that moral sense of blameworthiness that we
all feel when we know that we have done wrong. Guilt
produces feelings of shame, rejection, unworthiness,
and low self-esteem. We deal with feelings of guilt with
our fellow man, but we also have the problem of our
guilt before God. The Bible states man’s universal
problem of guilt before his Creator in Romans 3:19,

“Now we know that what things soever the law
saith, it saith to them who are under the law: that
every mouth may be stopped, and all the
world may become guilty before God.”

How can we resolve our problem of guilt before a holy

and righteous God? How do we gain the total forgive-
ness of God?

A Faulty Answer!

Some feel that confession of our sins is the answer.
Many either “go to confession” periodically, or “go
through a confession process” at the end of the day, in
an attempt to wipe the slate clean before God, only to
have the slate get dirty again and again-thus creating
a cycle of guilt, confession, and then forgiveness,
which is repeated, over and over again. This doesn’t
really solve the problem of guilt, but just makes them
feel better for a short time.

This is a very discouraging process, for because of its
repetition, it actually increases our awareness of our
failures and short comings! It is like putting a large pot
under a hole of a leaky roof. As long as we keep
changing the pot when it fills up, we feel a little better,
but we haven’t solved anything, and our repeated
action puts us constantly aware of the problem.

What we wind up doing, is putting ourselves in bond-
age to a leaky roof! So it is with the confession process.
As long as we keep confessing our sins, we feel a little
better, but have not really solved our problem of sin

and guilt! We are actually increasing our bondage to
our sins! We would not accept a carpenter bringing us
a larger pot to fix our leaky roof, and we should not
accept a temporary solution to our sin problem, that is
not really a solution at all! Yet this is exactly what we
do when we believe we must keep our sins confessed
before God to gain His forgiveness!

It should be noted, that at one time in the Bible, when
God was dealing with the nation of Israel under the
law of Moses, He did require the confession of sins.
The Levitical priest served as an intercessor between
the individual and God. But the law was to be a
schoolmaster to point them to Christ! The law of
Moses was given, not as a means for salvation and
forgiveness, but rather to bring them to a clear realiza-
tion of their sin and guilt! That is why, after pointing
out in Romans 3:19 that all the world is guilty before
God, we read in Romans 3:20,

“Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in his sight, FOR BY THE
LAW IS THE KNOWLEDGE OF SIN.”

This confession process is actually a form of legalism,
that, rather than solving the problem of sin and guilt,
actually puts us in greater bondage to it! When we
read in [ John 1:9 that,

“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness,”

we are reading a passage that is from the pen of the
apostle John, one of the 12 apostles to the nation of
Israel. In their program, Israel had a responsibility to
confess their sins in order to be restored to a favored
position with God! This was true on a personal level,
(see Leviticus 5:5, 6), and on a national level as well,
(see also Leviticus 26:40-42).

(continued next page)



Today, when we go back to the principle of “if we
confess, then God will forgive”, we are going back to
a system that was never intended to relieve guilt, but
rather expose it! We are also just going to increase our
awareness of our guilt, and not really do anything to
relieve it! Should God forgive us just because we ask
him to, especially when He knows we will just do it
again? God cannot just let us off the hook. His righ-
teousness won’t allow it!

The Answer is in God’s Total Provision!

The answer to the problem of our guilt before God is
found only in the total provision that God himself has
already provided! Sin can’t be overlooked, it must be
paid for! The Mosaic law and its priesthood pointed
toward a onetime, all sufficient, sacrifice that would
completely and totally satisfy the justice of God! That
sacrifice was offered on a hill outside Jerusalem called
Calvary, in the person of Jesus Christ! God offers us
total forgiveness, for every sin, past, present, and
future, when we place our faith, not in the confession
of our sins, but in the onetime payment for them on
the cross of Jesus Christ!

“Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation,
(a fully satisfying sacrifice!), through faith in
his blood, to declare his righteousness for the
remission of sins that are past ...” (Romans 3:25).

“In whom we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the
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riches of his grace” (Ephesians 1:7).

“... having forgiven you all [past, present, &
future] trespasses” (Colossians 2:13).

God has replaced the confession process and its
short-term results with the riches of His grace in Jesus
Christ! God’s total forgiveness is available to you by
simply making that personal individual decision to
trust in the finished work of Christ! It is that simple!

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works,
lest any man should boast” (Ephesians 2:8, 9).

Trust Christ today and receive God’s total, onetime
remedy, for all your sin and guilt before Him!

If you are saved, you don’t have to confess your sins
to keep the slate clean and regain God’s forgiveness.
You already have it, fully and totally! (Ephesians 1:7).
Rather than pray to confess your sins, acknowledge
them, and thank Him for the total forgiveness He has
already granted you in Christ! Then let His total and
complete forgiveness free you from your guilt, and
motivate you to faithfully serve Him! ®
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the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceed-

ing grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7) |U|
the affirmation of God’s purpose to save all mankind |U|
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I |U|
Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10; Titus 2:11) |U|
the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation |U|
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world |U|
began” (Romans 16:25)

true freedom and liberty apart from the law (Galatians 5:1) lUl
the organic nature of the church, the body of Christ (I |U|
Corinthians 12)

the distinct ministry of Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles 0
(Romans 11:13) 0
the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received |U|
(Romans 14-15) 1o
the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long re-
mained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, preju-
dice, misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13).
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- total forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:14) |U|

- identity in His death, burial, and resurrection |U|
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- adult sonship position (Galatians 4)
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Building U p One Another

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But
speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ:
From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the
body unto the edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians 4:14-16).

II.

God’s Provision: Grace

It is grace that builds up the believer (Acts 20:32)!
Christ is the source of all grace (I Corinthians 1:4;
Galatians 1:6). We are only built up in Him
(Colossians 2:7).

A.

C.

D.

Grace Dispensed — Ephesians 3:2. Note that
this grace was given to Paul first — [ Timothy
1:16; therefore he calls it “my grace”, Phil.
1:7; thus “my gospel”, Romans 16:25 (i.e.,
the gospel of grace — Acts 20:24).

1. My Gospel — Standard of Judgment
(Romans 2:16).

2. My Gospel — Standard of Establishment
(Romans 16:25).

Grace Abundant — II Corinthians 4:15.

Grace Strengthening — II Timothy 2:1.

Grace Reigning — Romans 5:21 (“under”
grace — Romans 6:14, 15).

God’s Process of Building: Grace Fellow-
ship

The Divine design is that the Body build itself up
(Ephesians 4:16; Romans 14:19; [ Thessalonians
5:11)! And by what method does this building up
occur? Through grace fellowship. When we speak
of grace fellowship we have in mind a basic
threefold plan of:

A.

Acceptance (Unconditional love)

We have been accepted by God, uncondi-
tionally (Ephesians 1:6)! This makes us free to
accept others (Romans 15:7). The saints are
to be God’s demonstration of what His unfail-
ing grace is really all about.

B. Openness (Honesty)

Acceptance is the only grounds by which true
openness and honesty can be produced. All
of us wear “masks” to some degree. No one
wants to expose themselves; their weakness-
es, failures, and fears. There is often too little
grace, too little acceptance.

But under true grace acceptance we do not
have to play the roles. We do not have to
pretend. We do not have to project the per-
fect “Christian image.” We are free to be who
we are. We can share our fears, doubts, and
frustrations; we can find love, support and
encouragement for genuine spiritual growth
and development (Il Corinthians 6:6; Gala-
tians 6:1, 2).

. Assistance (Giving/Ministry)

This too, is the nature of grace. Grace doesn’t
just accept; it acts, it gives and it serves. The
fact is that this is a part of the very definition
of grace (II Corinthians 8:9; c.f. Galatians
5:13). We are here to serve Christ by assisting
the members of His body.

III. God’s Principle: “Show and Tell”

The two great tools that God uses to propagate
truth and growth are:

A. The Declaration of Truth (Principle)

B. The Demonstration of Truth (Practice)

Example: God not only gave us the “written
word” but the “living word.” Today, we are
members of His body. We are God’s demon-
stration to the world. We are the body of the
living Lord Jesus Christ (I Timothy 3:15, 16).

We are to learn the “Grace Principles” and then we
are to cultivate the “Grace Practices.” B
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"W hy Paul?

Unveiling Practical Truth Veiled by Traditions

Pauline Revelation Answers All Major Questions!
by - A. Sandoz (1888-1974), (edited and abridged)

INTRODUCTION

The risen Lord (II Corinthians 5:16; Romans 16:25)
committed to Paul, the apostle, the dispensation of
grace, dealing with God’s Heavenly purpose “The
Body of Christ” (Ephesians 3:2; Colossians 1:25;
Ephesians 3:9; I Corinthians 9:17).

In contrast, the dispensation of law was committed to
Moses, dealing with Israel and the Nations — God’s
earthly purpose. The student of the Bible should not
fail to recognize its two major divine purposes. Nothing
but confusion can arise from reading into one dispen-
sation that which relates to another (Il Timothy 2:15).

As the law of Moses was authoritative over Israel, so

Pauline revelation is equally authoritative over the
church, the Body of Christ.

1. Paul the Chosen Vessel: Why Paul? Permit
Scripture to answer this most crucial question
(Acts 9:15, 16; 22:14, 15, 22; Galatians 1:15, 16;
Ephesians 3:2, 8, 9 — the “unsearchable riches”
are restricted to Paul’s Gospel).

2. Paul the Apostle of the Gentiles: Romans
11:13; 15:16; Acts 22:18-21; 1 Timothy 2:5-7; 1I
Timothy 1:10-12; I Corinthians 9:1, 2; Il Timothy
4:16, 17. Notice the definite article in the first
reference, not merely another of Jesus’ helpers, as
taught in many Sunday School curriculums. Paul’s
office should not be confused with that of the
twelve disciples.

3. The Gospel of the Grace of God Committed
to Paul: Acts 20:24; Galatians 1:11, 12; 2:7; 1
Timothy 1:11; Titus 1:2, 3; I Thessalonians 2:4; |
Corinthians 1:18, 23, 24; 1l Corinthians 4:5; Co-
lossians 1:28; Ephesians 3:8.

4. Paul Presents the Gospel of Salvation (by
Grace) for the Dispensation of Grace: Ro-
mans 1:16, 17; 3:10, 23; 44, 5; 5:12; 6:23; 1

Timothy 1:15 (c.f. Luke 19:10 - salvation under
law, for the Jews); I Corinthians 15:1-4; 1:17-24;
II Corinthians 4:3, 4; 5:19; 11:3; Ephesians 1:13;
2:8-10; Titus 3:5-8; 2:11-15. Note that all this
stands in vivid contrast to the gospel preached by
John the Baptist, the Lord Himself on earth, the
twelve, Peter at Pentecost of Acts 2, and in the
house of Cornelius in Acts 10.

The Mystery (Sacred Secret) God’s Eternal
Heavenly Purpose, revealed to and through
Paul the Apostle: Ephesians 3:1-11; 1:4-9; Colos-
sians 1:24-27; Romans 8:28-30; 16:25; Il Timothy
1:8, 9; I Corinthians 2:6-10. Prophecy and the
Mystery are not to be confused, nor the Mystery of
the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 13:11) with the
above.

Paul’s “My Gospel”: Romans 2:16; 16:25; Il
Timothy 2:8. Embracing the Gospel of God’s
Grace and the Mystery; God’s secret heavenly
purpose, which was kept secret since the world
began, was committed to Paul. A glorious mes-
sage distinct from that of the twelve. Note, in
contrast the Gospel of the Kingdom preached by
Peter and the eleven (Matthew 9:35; 10:5-10;
Mark 16:15-20; Acts 2:36-47; 3:19-21). The heav-
enly and the earthly are sharply contrasted in the
Word of God. If our gospel is not Pauline, it is not
the Gospel of the Grace of God.

Paul’s Imprisonment for Proclaiming the
Mystery: Ephesians 6:19, 20; Colossians 4:3; Il
Timothy 2:9.

Paul’s Prayer for All Believers Concerning
the Mystery: which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God; “BUT NOW” — “IN
DUE TIME” revealed to and through Paul the
apostle: Ephesians 1:15-23; 3:14-21; Colossians
1:3-6, 9-14; 2:1-3; Philippians 1:3-11; [ Thessalo-
nians 1:2-10. All this is in sharp contrast to the

.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

“Thy Kingdom Come” prayer of Matthew 6 relat-
ed to the Legal Dispensation.

Paul’s Unique Ministry, Excerpts: Acts 22:12-
22 (note that Paul was saved under the Law);
26:9-19 (note whom and where persecuted); Ro-
mans 5:1-10; 3:21-28; 8:1-17, 31-39; 1 Corinthi-
ans 13; 12:15-19; 1II Corinthians 3:1 - 4.7,
12:1-10; Galatians 3:1-3; Ephesians 2:4-7; 4:1-6;
Philippians 2:5-11; 3:1-9; Colossians 2:1-23; 1
Timothy 3:1-16. By way of contrast, compare
Romans 15:16 with 15:8. Also please observe
carefully the dispensational aspects of verses 8-12:
the Jews in their future earthly kingdom with the
Gentile Nations (c.f. Isaiah 56:8; John 10:16;
Amos 9:11, 12; Acts 15:17, 18; Matthew 25:34).

Paul Employs the Terms “Begotten” in Con-
nection with Salvation: | Corinthians 4:14, 15;
Philemon 10; Galatians 4:19. It should be noted
that Paul does not use the term “Born Again,” in
harmony with a nation born in a day (Isaiah 66:8).
John’s Gospel presents the spiritual aspect of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Whereas the synoptics pres-
ent rather the earthly aspects (Luke 1:71-75). c.f.
Romans 8:9; II Corinthians 1:22; Ephesians 1:13.

Paul, the Pattern: [ Timothy 1:15, 16; Acts 9:16;
Colossians 1:24; Philippians 2:16, 17, 18 — c.f. Ps.
22:14a; Romans 8:2; 15:16; Philippians 1:21;
3:8,9; Galatians 2:20; 6:14, 17; Il Timothy 2:19-
22. Note: This is a sharp contrast with that which
is set forth in the first chapters of Acts, belonging
to another dispensation. The church which is His
Body was founded upon Pauline revelation, not a
continuation of the kingdom program. Yes, a new
divine purpose.

Paul the Wise Master-Builder: I Corinthians
3:9-11, 16; 6:19; Ephesians 2:20; [ Timothy 3:15;
Acts 17:24, 25. The believers constitute the house
of God in the dispensation of Grace, not the
meeting place.

Paul Exclusively Refers to the church of
God (in the dispensation of Grace) as the One
Body and the Body of Christ: Romans 12:4;
5:1; I Corinthians 12:12, 13, 27; Ephesians 1:22,
23; 4:4, 12; Colossians 1:18, 24. This was the
Mystery hidden in God, not hidden in the Scrip-
tures. The Body of Christ should not be confused
with the Holy City of Ezekiel 48 and Revelation 21

14.

15.

16.

17.

(i.e., the bride). For Bible doctrine concerning the
Church which is His Body we must turn to Pauline
revelation alone. As the Scofield Reference Bible
(page 1252) so aptly puts it, “In his (Paul’s) writ-
ings alone we find the doctrine, position, walk,
and destiny of the church.”

Paul Affirms How Believing Sinners Be-
come Members of the “One Body”: I Corin-
thians 12:13; Ephesians 4:5; 5:30 (No reference to
membership in some human organization. Mem-
bership in a church is foreign to Scripture. Pauline
truth is opposed to religion: Galatians 3:3; 1:13,
14; 4:9-11; Colossians 2:6-23; Philippians 3:2-9;
II Corinthians 11:3). It is the Holy Spirit Himself
who does the baptizing, individually, in response
to faith in Christ. In contrast see Matthew 3:11;
Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:33; Acts 1:5; 11:16,
and note that in each instance it is the Lord Jesus
Himself who is the baptizer, addressed to Israel
under another dispensation. The careful student of
the Bible will readily observe these distinctions,
and not read [ Corinthians 12:13 (later revelation)
into Acts 2:38. c.f. Ephesians 1:4; Il Timothy 1:9.

Believer’s Identification or Union with
Christ: Romans 6:3, 4; Galatians 3:27; Colos-
sians 2:11, 12; Colossians 2:9, 10. Note carefully,
HIS DEATH BAPTISM, not water baptism. By
way of a parallel see I Corinthians 10:1, 2. The
word baptism does not always imply water bap-
tism. The believers identification with Christ is the
most glorious truth in the Bible and should not be
reduced to a mere ritual. Indeed, to do so is to
minimize the work of the Cross. All who are thus
identified with Christ can say with Paul: “I am
crucified with Christ (Galatians 2:20); Buried with
Christ (Romans 6:4); Raised with Christ
(Colossians 2:12); Quickened together with Christ
(Colossians 2:13); Seated in heavenly places in
Christ (Ephesians 1:3). c.f. Ephesians 2:4, 5; 2:7.

Paul’s Epistles Alone Reveal the Blessed
Hope of the Redeemed of the Dispensation of
Grace: I Corinthians 15:51, 52; I Thessalonians
4:13-18; Colossians 3:4; Titus 2:13.

Paul says “Follow Me”: [ Corinthians 4:15-17;
11:1; Philippians 3:17; 4:8, 9; II Timothy 1:8;
3:10-14; Note carefully these are not merely

Paul’s words, but God’s inspired word directed to
us through Paul (Il Corinthians 14:37).
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Paul’s Exhortation “I beseech you”: Romans
12:1, 2; 15:30; 16:17, 18; I Corinthians 1:10;
4:16; Il Corinthians 6:1; 10:1, 2; Ephesians 4:1-6;
I Thessalonians 4:1, 9, 10; 5:12, 14; Philippians
4:1, 2; Philemon 9, 10. Surely, there is a great
need of getting back to the Pauline concept of
exhortation.

The Gospel of the Grace of God Sent to the
Gentiles through Paul, at Israel’s Fall: (When?
Acts 13:46; 18:5, 6; 28:25-28 — Period of Transi-
tion). Israel’s fall sent salvation to the Gentiles
(Romans 11:11, 15, 30-32). See also Israel’s
blindness (Isaiah 6:8-10; Jeremiah 5:21; Ezekiel
12:2; Acts 28:26, 27; Romans 11:8, 25-27). No-
tice also the dispensational aspects of Romans
9-11, dealing primarily with the nation of Israel
and the Gentile Nations.

Paul’s Heavenly Commission, Our Com-
mission: Il Timothy 2:2; II Corinthians 5:14-21;
Ephesians 3:9; 1 Corinthians 1:17). Compare
verse 19 of the Il Corinthians passage with Peter’s
message (under the Kingdom Commission) to the
House of Israel in Acts 2:22, 23, 36-38; 3:19-26),
and note carefully Acts 2:16; 3:18, 24. PRO-
PHETIC, not MYSTERY. The clock of PROPHE-
CY was still ticking at that time.

Paul’s Healing Power During His Early Min-
istry: Acts 14:8-10; 19:11, 12; 20:9-12; 28:7-9.
After having received God’s complete revelation
(which completed the Word of God — Colossians
1:25; I Thessalonians 2:13 - the cap-stone of
divine revelation), it is evident that he no longer
possessed this power (I Timothy 5:23; Il Timothy
4:20; Philippians 2:25-27; Il Corinthians 4:16-18;
12:8-10). Observe also that James was addressed
to the “twelve tribes” (James 1:1) and not to the
members of the “Body of Christ.” This would
eliminate the healers of our day.

Paul’s Epistles Are Addressed Directly to
the Members of the Body of Christ: [ Corin-
thians 10:11; 14:37; II Timothy 1:13; Galatians
1:20; Romans 15:4. Paul’s letters were written for
our obedience (Romans 16:25, 26). Whereas,
“whatsoever things were written afortime were
written for our learning” (Romans 15:4). Should
we not recognize the distinctiveness and authori-
tativeness of the Pauline revelation?

23. Paul Says “For God is My Witness”: Acts
22:15; 23:11; Romans 1:9; 9:1; II Corinthians
1:23; 11:31; 12:19; Galatians 1:20; Philippians
1:8; I Thessalonians 2:5, 10; I Timothy 2:7.
Should we reject God’s Word TO US through His
chosen vessel Paul? [As William R. Newell said
“To reject Paul’s words is to reject Christ. ‘Verily,
verily, I say unto you, he that receiveth whomso-
ever | send receiveth me; and he that receiveth
me receiveth him that sent me’ (John 13:20).”]

24. The Popular Expression (as used by many
today) “The Great Commission” found in
Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15-18; Acts 1:8 has
reference to the gospel of the Kingdom (Matthew
3:1, 2; 4:17, 23; 9:35; 10:5-10). The good news
concerning God’s purpose (with the nation of
Israel and the Gentile Nations); the establishment
of a righteous Messianic kingdom on earth in
fulfillment of the Abrahamic and Davidic Cove-
nants (Genesis 12:1-3; 17:1-8; Il Samuel 7:8-16;
Psalm 89:20-37; Jeremiah 33:17-26: Luke 1:32,
33; Acts 15:13-18; Matthew 25:34; Romans 15:8-
12). The Kingdom of Heaven is the theme of O.T.
prophets (but silent concerning the Mystery); An-
nounced, and proclaimed by John the Baptist, by
the Lord Himself while on earth, by the twelve,
Peter using the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven
(Matthew 16:19; 19:28); admitting Israel on the
day of Pentecost (Acts 2:38); and the Gentiles
(Acts 10:34-48). Note carefully the terms of salva-
tion in both these instances under the Kingdom
commission: repentance and water baptism were
a requisites for the remission of sins, and water
baptism was commanded in connection with
Gentile salvation. The Kingdom of Heaven is now
in abeyance and the Kingdom gospel suspended,
because of Israel’s fall. To practice and apply
these passages to the dispensation of Grace de-
nies the revelation given to Paul the apostle. Bear
in mind that the “kingdom of heaven” and the
“body of Christ” are two distinct divine purposes,
and to merge them only veils the truth.

Should this study come into the hands of someone
who is in doubt of personal salvation, please read
carefully the scriptures in item number four and realize
that salvation is a FREE GIFT FROM GOD to anyone
who will trust Christ, without works of any kind. ®

.
BIBLE STUDENT'S NOTEBOOK™ — PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963 Issue 12

98




T he Household ot Faith

by - Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
“And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if
we faint not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men,
especially unto them who are of the household of faith” (I Timothy 3:1).

n the book of I Thessalonians Paul describes

his relationship with the saints as that of a: 1)

Gentle mother (I Thessalonians 2:7-8); 2)
Concerned father (2:9-16); and 3) Loving brother
(2:1,9, 14, 17).

The saints were not “social acquaintances” to
Paul. They were not “parishioners.” Paul did
NOT view his relationship with them as a religious
one. He regarded them as family! He had a
special and tender relationship with them (c.f.
Acts 20:36-38; Ephesians 4:32; | Thessalonians
2:7; Titus 3:2; Il Corinthians 2:4; 10:1; Galatians
5:22).

Not only are we described by Paul as being mem-
bers together of the Body of Christ, but also
members of a family. We are a family of faith
(Galatians 6:10)! We are the family of God
(Ephesians 2:19)!

Indeed family terms are Paul’s greatest form of
speaking of our relationship to one another. Often
this subject does not get the attention that it
should, probably because of its very familiarity
(brother and brethren are used over 130 times by
Paul in his epistles).

To Paul, “brother” was not a formal description
or title. It was an attitude of relationship, of per-
sonal commitment to family ties (I Corinthians
8:11, 13). And love was the key factor of the
family (I Thessalonians 3:12; Philippians 1:9; Ro-
mans 12:9, 10; I Corinthians 13; Galatians 5:22;
6:2; Colossians 3:12-14; Ephesians 4:32-5:2).
Love is a positive action of the will and is mani-
fested not in mere feeling but in concrete active
service. Love gives itself irrespective of the recipi-
ents reactions (II Corinthians 12:15).

Thus, family life has to do with the fundamental
attitudes of patience, humility, tolerance, kindness
and generosity. These attributes should lead us to
a depth of relationship with one another which is
UNMATCHED by simple earthly relationships.

The local assembly of saints should show forth this
unique relationship — a close knit family of broth-
ers and sisters. This was displayed in many ways
in the ministry of Paul:

I. HOUSE MEETINGS: They met in homes
where families meet (Romans 16:5; 1 Corin-
thians 16:19; Colossians 4:5; Philemon 2).

II. SHARED POSSESSIONS: They shared their
material possessions with one another (Rom
12:13; Gal 6:10 — Note the priority of the
saints in this matter). This expression of love
was even extended toward the saints of God’s
prior dispensational program (Rom 15:26; I
Corinthians 16:1; I Corinthians 8:4, 14, 15;
9:1, 12).

II. EATING TOGETHER: They ate together
(Acts 20:11; I Corinthians 5:11). The table is
a very family oriented place.

IV. WARM GREETINGS: They greeted each oth-
er warmly (Holy kiss — Romans 16:16; I Cor-
inthians 16:20; II Corinthians 13:12; 1
Thessalonians 5:26).

V. HOSPITALITY: They showed hospitality to-
ward one another. Hospitality is: “The act or
practice of receiving and entertaining strang-
ers or guests without reward, or with kind and
generous liberality.” Webster — 1828
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A. Instruction to the saints concerning hos-
pitality (Romans 12:13).

B. Hospitality was to be characteristic of the
elders (I Timothy 3:2; Titus 1:8)

C. Hospitality was to be characteristic of
widows for support (I Timothy 5:10).

D. Examples of hospitality (Acts 16:15;
21:8, 16; Romans 16:23; Philemon 22).

VI. WIDOW CARE: They cared for the widows (I
Timothy 5:1-16). This is the activity of an
extended family.

VI. DISCIPLINE: They practiced the family act of

disciplining themselves (I Corinthians 5, 6; Il
Corinthians 2; Il Thessalonians 3:6-15; I Tim-
othy 5:19, 20).

VII.USE OF FAMILY TERMS: They used terms
that reinforced the concept of family.

A. Brother (used 31 times by Paul)
B. Brethren (100)
C. Sister (4)

What pleasure there is for parents when there is
love and harmony among their children. How true
this must also be for God (c.f. Psalm 133:1). ®
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