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T he Silence of God

by - Sir Robert Anderson (1841-1918), edited and abridged

silent heaven is the greatest mystery of our
existence. What mind is competent to grasp
the sum of all this great world’s misery, heaped
up day after day, year after year, century after centu-
ry? Human hearts may plan, and human hands
achieve, some little to alleviate it, and the strong and
ready arm of human law may accomplish much in the
protection of the weak and the punishment of the
wicked. But as for God - the light of the moon and the
stars is not more cold and pitiless than He appears to
be! In vain do we strain our ears to hear some voice
from the throne of Divine Majesty. The far-off heaven
where, in perfect peace and unutterable glory, God
dwells and reigns, is SILENT!

Ecclesiastes 4:1 — “So I returned, and considered all
the oppressions that are done under the sun: and
behold the tears of such as were oppressed, and they
had no comforter; and on the side of their oppressors
[there was] power; but they had no comforter.” And
this in a world ruled and governed by a God who is
Almighty!

And when we withdraw our thoughts from the great
world around us, and fix them upon the narrow circle
of His faithful people, the facts are no less stern, and
the mystery grows more inscrutable. The God they
trusted might surely have turned the hearts, or re-
strained the hands, of their brutal murderers. Is it
possible to imagine circumstances that would more
fitly claim the help of Him whom they worshipped as
all-powerful both in heaven and on earth? But the
earth has drunk in their blood, and a silent heaven has
seemed to mock their cry! ... The heaven has seemed
as hard as brass, and the God of their prayers as
powerless as themselves or as callous as their persecu-
tors!

Some private grief at times looms greater than all the

sum of the world’s miseries and the Church’s suffer-
ings. If ever there was a saint on earth, it is the mother
to whose deathbed sons and daughters have been
summoned from various pursuits of business or of
pleasure. In all their wanderings that mother’s piety
and faith have been a guiding and restraining influ-
ence. And now, thus gathered once more in the old
home, they are keen to watch how, in the solemn crisis
of her last days on earth, God will deal with one of the
loveliest and truest of His children. And what do they
behold? The poor body racked with pain that never
ceases till all capacity for suffering is quenched by the
hand of death! If human skill could give relief, the
attending physician would be dismissed as heartless or
incompetent. Is God, then incompetent or heartless?
To Him they look to relieve the death agonies of the
dying saint, but they look to Him in vain!

The crash of some great sorrow that turns a bright
home into a waste, and leaves the heart so benumbed
and hard that even the so-called “consolations of
religion” appear but hollow platitudes. Why should
God be so cruel? Why is heaven so terribly silent?

For eighteen centuries the world has never witnessed
a public manifestation of His presence or His power.
“Doth God Know?” At first the thought comes up as
an impatient yet not irreverent appeal. But presently
the words are formed upon the lip to imply a challenge
and suggest a doubt; and at last they are boldly uttered
as the avowal of a settled unbelief. And then the
sacred records which awed and charmed the mind in
childhood, telling of “mighty act” of Divine interven-
tion “in the old time,” begin to lose their vividness and
force, till at last they sink to the level of Hebrew
legends and old-world myths. In presence of the stern
and dismal facts of life, the faith of earlier days gives
way, for surely a God who is entirely passive and
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“I received a copy of the BSN (issue #14)
with the article written by Gary Sorge ... |
thank God for sound doctrine and for His
grace which is sufficient. Indeed this is the age
of the long suffering of God and we are willing
to suffer with Him knowing that each day of
His grace is another day in which someone,
somewhere, may hear the gospel and be

saved.”
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I have used the BSN as a basis for a series of
messages because the content is excellent and
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PENNSYLVANIA
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always unavailable is for all practical purposes non-
existent.

Under the old economy the cessation of Divine inter-
vention in the human affairs was regarded as abnor-
mal, and in fact was explained by national apostasy
and sin. And the times of national apostasy were
precisely the period of the prophetic dispensation.
Then it was that the Divine voice was heard with
increasing clearness. But in contrast with this, Heaven
has now been dumb for eighteen long centuries. A
SILENT Heaven!

Yes, but it is not the silence of callous indifference or
helpless weakness; it is the silence of a peace which is
absolute and profound - a silence which is the public
pledge and proof that the way is open for the guiltiest
of mankind to draw near to God. When faith mur-
murs, and unbelief revolts, and men challenge the
Supreme to break that silence and declare Himself,
how little do they realize what the challenge means! It
means the withdrawal of the amnesty; it means the
end of the reign of grace; it means the closing of the
day of mercy and the dawning of the day of wrath.

If God is silent now it is because the climax of Divine
revelation has been reached, there is no more reserve
of mercy yet to be unfolded. He has spoken His last
word of love and grace, and when next He breaks the
silence it will be to let loose the judgments which shall
yet engulf a world that has rejected Christ.

Men point to the sad incidents of human life on earth,
and they ask, “Where is the love of God?” God points
to the cross as the unreserved manifestation of love so
inconceivably infinite as to answer every challenge
and silence all doubt for ever. (And God declares that
in the cross of Christ His grace and kindness and love
have been manifested — Titus 2:11; 3:4. But, ignoring
the stupendous fact that, for our sakes, He “spared not
His own Son,” men seek to put Him upon proof of His
love; and the test is whether He complies with some
specific appeal urged in the petulance of present need
Or SOrrow.)

And that cross is not merely the public proof of what
God has accomplished; it is the earnest of all that He
has promised. The crowning mystery of God is Christ,
for in Him “are hid all the treasures of wisdom and
knowledge.”

It was in the power of these truths that the martyrs

lived and died. Heaven was as silent then as it is now.
No sights were seen, no voice was heard, to make their
persecutors pause. No signs were witnesses to give
proof that God was with them as they lay upon the
rack or gave up their life-breath at the stake. But with
their spiritual vision focused upon Christ, the unseen
realities of heaven filled their hearts, as they passed
from a world that was not worthy of them to the home
that God has prepared. But with us, the degenerate
sons of a degenerate age, faith falters beneath the
strain of the petty trails of our life. We can see nothing
but our troubles and our sorrows, which loom the
greater because viewed through tears of selfish grief
that blind our eyes to the glories of eternity.

The dispensation of law, covenant and promise — the
distinctive privileges of the favored people [Israel] —
was marked by the public display of Divine power
upon earth. But the reign of grace has its correlative in
the life of faith. Ours is the higher privilege, the greater
blessedness of those “who have not seen and yet have
believed.” And walking by faith is the antithesis of
walking by sight.

The sufferings of Paul denote a higher faith than “the
mighty deeds” of his earlier ministry. Not until miracles
had ceased, and he had entered on the path of faith
as we now tread it, was it revealed to him that his life
was to be “a pattern to them that should afterwards
believe.”

And what a life it was! Here is the amazing record: “Of
the Jews five times received | forty stripes save one.
Thrice was | beaten with rods, once was | stoned,
thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have
been in the deep; In journeyings often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in
perils among false brethren; in weariness and painful-
ness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fast-
ings often, in cold and nakedness.”

And all of this not only without a murmur, but with a
heart exulting in God. Instead of grumbling at his
infirmities he made a boast of them. Instead of repin-
ing at his persecutions he learned to take pleasure in
them. Not vainly nor morbidly, but “for Christ’s sake,”
his Master and Lord, for whom, he declared, “he
suffered the loss of all things.” Reviewing all his priva-
tions and sufferings he describes them as “light afflic-
tion which but for a moment, worketh for us a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory,” and adds,
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“While we look not at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen: for the things which are
seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen
are eternal.

If there be a God, almighty and all-good, why does He
not use His power and give proof of His goodness in
the way men choose to expect of Him? The answer
usually offered by the Christian apologist fails either to
silence the opponents or to satisfy the believer. And
rightfully so, for it is lacking not only in cogency but in
sympathy. The God of the Bible is infinite both in
power and in compassion; and in other ages His
people had public proof of this. Why, then, is He so
silent?

The question is not why He does not always declare
Himself, but why He never does so. Grace is on the
throne, reigning through righteousness unto eternal
life.

The era of the reign of grace is precisely the era of the
silence of God. To grace, therefore, we look to explain
the silence. Christianity is the supreme and final reve-
lation of Divine kindness and love toward man. There-
fore when God declares Himself it can only be in
wrath, and wrath must await “the day of wrath.”

Not that human government has lost its Divine sanc-

tion, for “the powers that be are ordained by God.”
Nor yet that the moral government of the world is in
abeyance: the laws of nature are relentlessly enforced.
But in this higher sphere there is neither court nor
constable empowered to deal with the sins of men; for
He to whom alone belongs the high prerogative of
judgment is now enthroned as SAVIOUR. God is no
longer “imputing their trespasses unto them.” From
the throne of the Divine Majesty there has gone forth
the proclamation of pardon and peace, and without
condition or reserve.

And now a silent heaven gives continuing proof that
this great amnesty is still in force, and that the guiltiest
of men may turn to God and find forgiveness of sins
and eternal life. God is silent because He has spoken
His last word of mercy and love, and judgment must
await the “day of judgment” — there can be no place
for it in the “day of grace.” (“In proportion to our
appreciation of the revelation will be our appreciation
of the argument that God cannot now intervene, or
declare Himself, directly and openly. But this leaves
unanswered the difficulty that He so often fails to
intervene indirectly on the behalf of His own people.
The life of faith has always been a life of trial, and it is
so specially in this dispensation of a silent Heaven.”)

(Excerpts from his book The Silence of God, published
by Kregel Publications, reprinted by permission.) H

Quorables

very now and then you read across some-

thing that “hangs with you.” You think

back over it on occasions. You like to read
it to someone from time to time. Such is the
case with the following excerpt. Do understand,
that by use of these we do not mean to endorse
these men nor their writings, but we do believe
they are “quotable.”

DOCTOR, OR BROTHER?

What strange methods God sometimes em-
ploys in teaching His children much needed
lessons. This has recently been the writer’s
experience. He has been approached by a
“University” to accept from them a degree of

“D.D.” Asking for time to be given so that he
might prayerfully seek from God, through His
written Word, a knowledge of His will, fuller
light came than was expected. He had very
serious doubts as to the permissibility of one of
God'’s servants accepting a title of (fleshly) hon-
or. He now perceives that it is wrong for him to
receive it even complimentary. Various friends,
as a mark of respect, have addressed us as “Dr.
Pink.” We now ask them to please cease from
doing so. Let it not be understood that we
hereby condemn other men for what they al-
low. No, to their own Master they stand or fall.
The principle passages which have helped us
we now mention, praying that it may please

(continued on page 132)
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T he Blessings ot Grace

and

T he Fruits of Cegalism

(As Seen in the Book of Galatians)

by — John Verstegen

THE BLESSINGS OF GRACE

Have a standing in Grace - 1:6.

In direct fellowship with God - 1:6.

Christ is revealed “in us” — 1:16.

Have liberty in Christ — 2:4; 5:1.

Justified — 2:16.

Dead to the law — 2:19, 3:24-25.

Alive unto God - 2:19.

Christ living in you — 2:20.
Perfected/Sanctified — 2:21.

God’s activity and life operate in you — 3:5.
Redeemed from the bondage and curse of
the law — 3:13.

Received the Spirit — 3:2

Received eternal life — 3:14.

Became the Children of God — 3:26.
Baptized into Christ — 3:27.

Have put on Christ — 3:27.

Placed into the body of Christ — 3:27.
Made Heirs/Sons — 3:29; 4:7.

Have the Spirit of Adoption — 4:6.

Enables the saint to see and receive others
in Christ — 4:13-15.

Enables the saint to properly evaluate the
truth and those who proclaim it — 4:16.
Zealously affects in a positive way — 4:18.
Results in Christ being formed in you—4:19.
Gives the ability to discern the true nature
and purpose of the law — 4:21-31.

Y. Grace will work/produce God’s desired
result — 4:26-27.

Z. Results in great rejoicing in our liberty in
Christ — 5:1.

AErEmOomEmoOw

HYPROPOZEL

<

< = <

AA.Allows Christ to effectively work in the
believer — 5:1-4.

AB.Enables us to wait for the hope of righ-
teousness by faith — 5:5.

AC. Allows faith to work — 5:6.

AD.Enables spiritual progress — 5:7.

AE.Makes you offensive to all who do not
value the Cross — 5:11.

AF. Enables the believer to “walk in the Spirit”
- 5:16.

AG.Enables the production of the fruits of the
Spirit — 5:22-24.

AH.Properly deals with the restoration process
- 6:1.

Al. Bears one another’s burdens — 6:2.

AJ. Enables endurance in well doing — 6:9.

AK. Glories in the Cross — 6:14.

AL. Dead to the world - 6:14.

AM. Bears the “marks of Christ” — 6:17.

AN.Enables the saints to see that the “New
Creature” is that which is of value to God -
6:15.

THE BLESSINGS OF GRACE
(Another Gospel)

A. Draws the Believer away from the Lord —
1:6.

B. Produces hypocrisy — 2:10-14.

C. Hinders the Life and Activity of God —2:19;
3:5.

D. Frustrates grace — 2:21.

E. Blinds spiritual insight and perception —3:1.

F. Causes disobedience to the truth — 3:1.
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Paul’s Gospel

by — William R. Newell

this age. The author [William R. Newell] was

one of America’s greatest Bible expositors. It
glorifies the Savior as the author desired it to do. It
should be distributed by hundreds of thousands.” —
Lewis Sperry Chafer

4£ar 7 *his is a clear treatise on the truth of God for

Paul’s Gospel

There are two great revelators, or unfolders of Divine
Truth in the Bible — Moses and Paul.

Someone may say, “Is not Christ the Great Teacher?”
In a sense this is true; but in a real sense Christ is the
Person taught about, rather than teaching. The law
and the prophets pointed forward to Christ; the epis-
tles point back to Him. Christ, Himself, therefore is the
theme of the Bible. Moses reveals human sin, and the
utter hopelessness and helplessness of man. Paul in his
great epistles reveals Christ as our Righteousness,
Sanctification, Redemption, and All in AllL

The twelve Apostles were to be the “witnesses” (Acts
1:22) of Christ’s resurrection — that is, the fact of it.
They were not to unfold fully the doctrine of it, as Paul
was.

Just as God chose Moses to be revelator to Israel of all
connected with the Law dispensation; so God chose
Saul of Tarsus to be the revelator and unfolder of the
great body of doctrine for this age; those mighty truths
connected with our Lord’s death, burial, and resurrec-
tion, and His ascended Person. And all the “mysteries”
or “secrets” revealed to God’s people in this dispensa-
tion by the Holy Ghost are revealed by Paul. Finally,
Paul is the unfolder of the great company of God’s
elect, called the Church, the Body of Christ, the indi-
viduals of which body are called members of the Body
of Christ — members of Christ Himself.

No other Apostle speaks of these things. Peter himself
had to learn them from Paul (II Peter 3:15-16). It
pleased God to choose Paul to be the great proclaimer
and revealer of just what the Gospel is for this dispen-
sation.

You can judge any man’s preaching or teaching by
this rule — Is he Pauline? Does his doctrine start and
finish according to those statements of doctrine uttered
by Paul, the apostle?

Paul is the declarer and revealer of the Gospel to us.
Paul is the great divinely chosen opener to us of truth
for this age.

The great doctrines that Paul reveals may be outlined
as follows:

1. The unrighteousness before God of all men.

2. The impossibility of justification by works before
God - that is, of any man’s attaining a standing of
righteousness before God, by anything done by
him. Do what a man may, he is a condemned
sinner still.

3. The fact and the scripturalness of righteousness
on the free gift principle — that is, of a Divine
righteousness, separate from all man’s doings,
conferred upon man as a free gift from God.

4. Propitiation: That satisfaction of God’s Holy na-
ture and law for man’s sins rendered by Christ’s
blood.

5. Reconciliation: The removal, by Christ’s death for
man of that obstacle to righteousness which
man’s sin had set up between God and man.

6. dJustification: The plan of the actual conferring of
the gift of righteousness upon all who believe,
without any distinction. The change of a sinner’s
standing before God, from one of condemnation
to one of righteousness.

Negatively, it is deliverance from guilt on account
of Christ’s shed blood, and deliverance out of the
old creation, by identification in death with Christ
on the cross. Positively, it is a new standing in the
risen Christ before God.

7. Redemption: the buying back of the soul through
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the blood of Christ from sin; from the curse of the
law, even death, involving exclusion from God,
under penalty; from the “power of death,” which
involves the hand of the enemy; and from all

iniquity.

8. Forgiveness: the going forth of Divine tenderness
in remitting penalty for sin, in view of the blood of
Christ trusted in; and in complacency and fellow-
ship, to creatures who before were necessarily
under Divine judgement.

9. Remission of sins: that is, the actual removing of
transgression or trespass from the sinner, so that
for all time and eternity his sin shall not again be
upon him.

10. Identification: (see above, Justification — #6) the
great fact that those who are in Christ were united
with Him at the cross, by God’s sovereign inscru-
table act; were crucified with Christ and buried
with Him; so that their history is now ended
before God; and when Christ was raised up as the
First-born of the new creation, they also were
raised up with Him, and their history began as
new creatures in God’s sight, in Christ, the Last
Adam.

Of course, in the experience of the believer, there
comes a time when he is actually made partaker
of this new life — that point of time when he is, as
we say, saved. Nevertheless, the life that is in
every believer came up out of the tomb, and it is
in Christ Jesus that a man is created anew.

11. Incorporation: This tremendous doctrine Paul
alone mentions, and he makes it practically the
foundation of all his exhortations to the saints
with regard to their conduct and life. By
“incorporation” we mean the fact that all those
who are saved and are new creatures in Christ
Jesus become members of one organism, which
is more real than the very earth we tread upon,
called “the Body of Christ” — Christ Himself in
heaven being the Head of this Body, and every
real believer a member of it. So that believers are
thus members one of another here on earth. No
wonder Paul is able to exhort the saints to love
one another when they are members one of
another! (Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, and
Ephesians 4).

12. Inhabitation: The wonderful fact that the Body of
Christ and each member of it individually is in-
habited, indwelt, by the Holy Spirit Himself.

This mystery is a great and marvelous one, the
fact that we are saved, are partakers now of the
life of the Lord in glory, that the Holy Spirit
indwells us.

13. Divine Exhibition — that is, that through the
Church, in the ages to come, is to be made known
that which God counts His “riches,” even His
Grace (Ephesians 2:7).

The failure or refusal to discern the Pauline Gospel as
a separate and new revelation and not a
“development from Judaism,” accounts for two-thirds
of the confusion in many people’s minds today as
regards just what the Gospel is. Paul’s Gospel will
suffer no admixture with works on the one hand or
religious pretensions and performances on the other.
It is as simple and clear as the sunlight from heaven.
The end of man is where God begins Romans 3, at
what might be called the opening of the Pauline Reve-
lation. Most unsaved people today believe in their
hearts that the reason they are not saved is because of
something they have not yet done, some step that
remains for them to take before God will accept them.
But this is absolutely untrue. When Christ said, “It is
finished,” He meant that He had, then and there, paid
the debt for the whole human race. “He gave Himself
a ransom for all” (I Timothy 2:6).

Now Paul in his wonderful revelation declares that
God hath reconciled the world to Himself; that God
was in Christ (at the cross) reconciling the world unto
Himself (II Corinthians 5:19). Men do not know this,
but they conceive that something stands between
them and God, before God will accept or forgive
them. If you tell a man that God is demanding no
good works of him whatsoever, no religious obser-
vances or church ordinances, that God is not asking
him to undertake any duties at all, but that God invites
him to believe a glad message that his sins have
already been dealt with at the cross, and that God
expects him to believe this good news and be exceed-
ingly happy about it — if you tell an unsaved man such
a story as this, he is astonished and overwhelmed — yet
this is the Gospel!

(Edited from Paul’s Gospel published by Gospel Tract
Distributors) ®
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(continued from page 128)
God to also bless them to others.

First, to the false comforters of Job, Elihu
(God’s representative) said, “Let me not, I pray
you, accept any man’s person, neither let me
give flattering titles unto man” (Job 32:21).

Second, “Be not vye called Rabbi” (Matthew
23:8), which is what “Doctor” signifies.

Third, John 5:44 reproves those who “receive
honor one of another,” and bids us seek “the
honor that cometh from God only.”

Fourth, none of the Lord’s servants in the N.T.
ever employed a title: “Paul, an apostle,” but
never “the apostle Paul.”

Fifth, the Son of God “made Himself of no
reputation” (Philippians 2:7) — is it then fitting

that His servants should now follow an opposite
course?

Sixth, Christ bids us learn of Him who was
“meek and lowly” (Matthew 11:29).

Seventh, one of the marks of the Apostasy is
“having men’s persons in admiration because
of advantage” (Jude 16).

Eighth, we are bidden to go forth unto Christ
outside the camp “bearing His reproach”
(Hebrews 13:13).

For these reasons it does not seem to us to be
fitting that one who is here as a representative
and witness for a “despised and rejected” Christ
should be Honored and flattered of men.
Please address us as “Brother Pink.”

by — Arthur W. Pink (1886-1952) in Studies in
the Scriptures (April, 1930). =

(continued from page 129)

G. Leads to the belief that justification and
sanctification are accomplished on the ba-
sis of the flesh — 3:1-5.

H. Condemns for failure to keep the law —
3:10-14.

I. Produces a desire to be under bondage -
4:9 21.

J.  Renders the labor of grace to be in vain —
4:11.

K. Destroys the blessedness of grace — 4:15.

L. Causes the believer to be suspicious of
those who teach the truth — 4:16.

M. Zealously affects the believer but in a nega-
tive, unproductive way — 4:17.

N. Destroys the ability to hear and understand

the true nature and purpose of the law —

4:21.

Entangles in a yoke of bondage — 5:1.

Renders the work of Christ of no value -

5:2,4.

Q. Makes one a debtor to do the whole law -
5:3.

R. Stops grace from operating in the saint —

© o

5:1-5.Leads you to wait for the hope of
righteousness through the flesh — 5:6.

S. Leads the believer to a dependence on and
a confidence in the flesh — 5:6.

T. Hinders spiritual growth and advancement
-5:7.

U. Ends the offense of the Cross — 5:11; 6:12.

V. Produces a spirit of antagonism, animosity
and jealousy among the saints which even-
tually destroys real joy — 5:15.

W. Manifests the works of the flesh — 5:19-21.

X. Makes one desirous of vain glory — 5:26.

Y. Produces a desire to make a fair show in
the flesh — 6:12.

AA. Causes the individual who is entangled in
legalism to think that they are meeting or
exceeding the standards of the law — 6:13.

AB. Glories in the works of the flesh — 6:13.

AC.Focuses the believer’s attention away from
the cross — 6:11-14.

AD.Causes the believer to think there is value
in the works of the flesh — 6:15.

AE. Produces spiritual instability and insecurity
-6:16. m



