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The Bible is composed of 66 books, written by 
about 40 authors, in three languages, over a 
1600 year period.

“The Bible is the most remarkable book ever 
made. It is a divine library of 66 books, some of 
considerable size, and others no larger than a 
tract. These books include various forms of litera-
ture, history, biography, poetry, proverbial say-
ings, hymns, directions for elaborate ritualistic 
worship, laws, parables, riddles, allegories, proph-
ecy, drama, and all other forms of human expres-
sion. They embrace all manner of life styles. It 
cannot be excelled from any standpoint.”

 
– F. Dake, God’s Plan for Man

And what an amazing production! It is a book that can 
be enjoyed by the rich as well as the poor, the young 
as well as the old, and the educated as well as the 
uneducated. It is a book that has crossed every racial, 
national, and cultural barrier. It is God’s book to man!

The Meaning of Bible

The word Bible never appears in the Scriptures. It is a 
Greek word biblia meaning The Book (which was de-
rived from biblos – which was the inner bark of the 
papyrus, which came to mean books or library) Thus the 

Scriptures became known in the 4th Century as Bib-
liotheca Divina or Divine Library (thus, Holy Bible).

The Meaning of Scriptures

The word Scripture(s) means writings and is used 53 
times in the Bible (example: Romans 1:2). 

The doctrine of the Bible is the most important doc-
trine! All other doctrines are built upon it. It is founda-
tional (II Peter 1:20-21).

The Divine Declarations of the Bible

I. What The Bible Declares Itself To Be:

A. Divine!

 The Bible declares itself to be the Word of God 
(Hebrews 4:12; II Timothy 3:16). This is truly 
God’s BOOK! (II Peter 1:21).

B. Alive!

 The Bible declares itself to be living (Hebrews 
4:12; John 6:63). Note the “He” in Hebrews 
4:13. One cannot separate God from His 
Word! (c.f. Proverbs 30:4-5; Romans 9:17; 

(continued on page 159)
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This biweekly publication (24 times a year) is dedicated to:

• the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceed-
ing grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7)

• the affirmation of God’s purpose to save all mankind 
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I 
Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10; Titus 2:11)

• the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation 
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world 
began” (Romans 16:25)

• true freedom and liberty apart from the law (Galatians 5:1)
• the organic nature of the church, the body of Christ (I 

Corinthians 12)
• the distinct ministry of Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles 

(Romans 11:13)
• the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received 

(Romans 14-15)
• the recovery of rich biblical truth that has too long re-

mained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, preju-
dice, misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13). 

• the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians 
2:10), with …
- total forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:14)
- identity in His death, burial, and resurrection 

(Romans 6)
- adult sonship position (Galatians 4)
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Dear Saints,

THIS ISSUE OF THE BSN

Greetings once again in the name of our wonderful 
Savior! It is a great joy to bring you the third monthly 
issue of the BSN. The BSN will be a minimum of twelve 
pages, but from time to time, as with this issue, we will 
be expanding its pages. As you will note this BSN has 
twenty pages. The reason for this is that we are running 
an extensive collection of quotes from various sources 
that we trust will challenge and broaden your under-
standing of the church.

These materials have been a great help and encourage-
ment to us in our transitions here in the Hampton Roads 
area. These materials are offered for their value in 
helping each of us in conducting Berean-like studies 
(Acts 17:10-11) to "prove all things, hold fast that which 
is good" (I Thessalonians 5:21).

As you may come to understand by reading these 
selected materials, there is a movement, by some within 
the Body of Christ, away from the religious system and 
toward the simplicity of mutual ministry within the 
natural context of the home. Many of those involved do 
not understand the uniqueness of Paul's mystery mes-
sage, but none-the-less they are attempting to help 
restore a Pauline pattern. It is our firm belief that we 
need to restore not only the Pauline message, but the 
Pauline method as well, and we, of all people, should be 
in the forefront of this effort!

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS

I would like to offer a special thanks to those of you who 
have not only responded by purchasing a BSN subscrip-
tion for yourself, but have also purchased one for others. 
A number of you have even sent in gift subscriptions for 
"anyone." This is indeed gracious of you. We have used 
these subscriptions to help toward those who are not in 
a financial position to obtain the BSN at this time.

How well this demonstrates the character of the Body of 
Christ! "For I mean not that other men be eased, and ye 
burdened: but by an equality, that now at this time your 
abundance may be a supply for their want, that their 
abundance also might be a supply for your want: that 
there may be equality: as it is written, He that had 
gathered much had nothing over; and he that had 
gathered little had no lack" (II Corinthians 8:13-15).

(continued on page 174)
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Galatians 3:8; John 1:1; and Ephesians 5:18 
with Colossians 3:16).

C. Mighty!

 The Bible declares itself to be powerful 
(Hebrews 4:12; 11:3; Romans 1:16; I Corinthi-
ans 1:18; I Thessalonians 2:13).

D. Sharp!

 The Bible declares itself to be penetrating 
(Hebrews 4:12). The sharpest objects on earth 
cannot measure up to this standard!

E. Discerning!

 The Bible declares itself to be discerning (Hebrews 
4:12). While you read the Bible, it reads you!

F. Inspired!

 The Bible declares itself to be the breath of 
God (II Timothy 3:16).

G. Perfect!

 The Bible declares itself to be perfect (Psalm 
19:7; 12:6-7; Proverbs 30:4,5).

H. Authoritative!

 The Bible declares itself to have the final word 
(John 12:48; Romans 2:16).

I. Eternal!

 The Bible declares itself to be forever (Psalm 
119:89, 160; Isaiah 40:8). It is an indestructi-
ble book (Matthew 5:18; 24:35).

J. Magnified!

 The Bible declares itself to be the paramount 
issue (Psalm 138:2). God has laid it all on the 
line when it comes to His Word! (One’s name 
is their reputation.)

II. The Bible Declares Itself To Be Like (or 
better than):

A. Bow – Habakkuk 3:9

B. Fire – Jeremiah 23:29
C. Food – Job 23:12

1. Bread – Deuteronomy. 8:3; Mattew 4:4
2. Honey – Psalm 19:10
3. Meat – Hebrews 5:11-14
4. Milk – I Peter 2:2

D. Gold or Silver – Psalm 19: 10; 119:72
E. Hammer – Jeremiah 23:29
F. Lamp – Psalm 119:105
G. Lavor – Ephesians 5:26; John 15:3
H. Mirror – II Corinthians 3:18; James 1:23
I. Rain and Snow – Isaiah 55:10
J. Seed – Luke 8:11; I Peter 1:23
K. Sword – Hebrews 4:12
L. Water – Revelation 22:17; Ephesians 5:26

III. What The Bible Is Not:

A. A Good luck charm

 The Bible is of no value when it is simply 
carried around or sits decoratively on the cof-
fee table. We must pick it up and use it! (Psalm 
119:130)

B. A Mystical supernatural language

 The Bible is not a book that cannot be under-
stood! It is a book to be studied! (II Timothy 
2:15)

C. A Book that says one thing and means another

 There is no truth in the statement, “Well, that 
may be what it says, but that’s not what it 
means.”

 You cannot get a dozen different meanings out 
of a passage! The Bible says what it means and 
means what it says! Always believe the 
WORDS as you read them, where you read 
them! And always take them literally (for face 
value)!

The Bible is the REVELATION of the MIND of God to 
mankind. We are to read it, study it, learn it, under-
stand it and enjoy it!

(This is part of a continuing series on the Bible.)
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“The ekklesia, the church of God, is very clearly 
and unmistakably described by the Divine Archi-
tect, in a detailed blueprint [the Bible] … It should 
not be difficult for anyone who wants to know the 
truth to find out that the present ecclesiastical 
system, as historically developed through the cen-
turies in its pomp, cult, and ritual, is a totally 
different house, built by a totally different builder 
and architect. It is a new thing, an invention of 
man.

“Is it not time that we consider seriously what God 
and our Lord Jesus Christ wanted to build here on 
earth? I should like to challenge all who really 
want to know the truth, cost what it may, to forget 
all the traditions of man in which they have grown 
up, all our organizations and activities that have 
become so precious to them, and look at the New 
Testament to find God’s plan for the church …

“This church, the ekklesia of God, is something 
totally different from the organized church, or 
what we call Christendom. Here we see a con-
fused mass of 250 or more competing organiza-
tions and institutions, each with its own name, a 
name that to many of its members has more value 
than the name of Jesus Christ. The present confu-
sion of our ecclesiastical system is the product of 
man’s activity for almost 2,000 years. Man took 
the initiative out of the hands of God. Man wants 
to build the church. Man wants to be the master.

“But the ekklesia is not an institution. It is not an 
organization. It is not being built by man. And it is 
different from all that man has built, or can build, 
or will build. The ekklesia is a fellowship of re-
deemed sinners, sinners saved by grace through 
the blood of Christ.

“Immediately some theologians will answer: 
‘True. But we must organize this fellowship …  
Otherwise it will not last for any length of time. We 
must be concerned for the continuity of our faith.’

“But once God’s truth has gripped our soul, shak-
en it to its very foundation, given us a glimpse of 
His almighty power and glory, then we can only 
feel pity for such human reasoning. The continu-
ity of our faith depends on holding fast the Head, 
and on obeying our Lord and Master, as the first 
Christians did.

“The first Christians had no systems of theology, 
no schools, no colleges, no books, no church 
history to confuse them and lead them astray. 
Their faith and their new life depended on God - 
and on God alone. They did not follow a church 
system, but a Person! They followed the Lord 
Jesus Christ and made Him the focal point of all 
things. They took their orders from Him, and Him 
alone. The churches today, on the contrary, are 
dependent on their own systems, institutions, and 
organizations. They are imbued with a strong 
desire to continue old behavior- patterns …

“Do we dare believe that God, who has placed 
everything under the power of Christ and has 
made Him Head over everything for the church, 
intended this confused structure of a variety of 
250 denominations? That is an absurd assump-
tion.

“What is the remedy for this confusion? From a 
human, a purely intellectual, point of view, it 
seems quite reasonable to say: ‘Let us unite the 
250 different divisions into one world organiza-
tion.’ But even if all the 250 different denomina-

Back to Basics:
Selective Readings on the Church

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH
Part II

Compiled by Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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tions could be amalgamated, they would not 
constitute the ekklessia!

“All such attempted reorganizational unity will 
never bring us closer to the New Testament 
church. All these efforts of man to organize the 
ekklesia of God will fail … This is unnatural, 
unscriptural, and foolish …

“The ekklesia is the habitation of the Holy God. 
The ekklesia is the house of the Living God, the 
pillar and ground of the truth, while the organized 
church is a mixture of lies and truth, the corrupt 
masterpiece of Satan!

“In view of the nature and glory of the church …  
several salient points emerge. The first is this: We 
believers compose a fellowship whose members 
belong together for time and eternity – a fellow-
ship that transcends national and geographic 
boundaries, and completely ignores intellectual 
and economic difference. We do not need any 
organizations or outward pressure to convince us 
of our essential unity. If we are Bible-believing …  
Christians, saved by the blood of our Lord and 
Savior, we are bound together through His Holy 
Spirit.

“Our oneness in is Jesus Christ! Our loyalty is to 
Him! Here and here alone are all our guarantees: 
the guarantees of our life, our power, our hope of 
glory, and of an eternal inheritance. Once sinners, 
saved by grace, now we are one in Christ! He is 
the Head – we are the body! Oh, that the reality 
of His glorious name would so fill our hearts that 
we might again experience the unity of the chil-
dren of God and the wonder of His fellowship [the 
fellowship of the mystery – Ephesians 3:9]!” –
John Bolten, Sr., The Living Church

+ + + + +

“What is a … church? It is not a building, a 
Gospel-hall, a preaching center, a mission, a 
work, an organization, a system, a denomination, 
or a sect … All the believers in a locality form the 
church in that locality, and in a small way they 

ought to show forth what the Church should show 
forth. They are the Body of Christ in that locality, 
so they have to learn how to come under the 
Headship of the Lord and how to manifest one-
ness among all the members, guarding carefully 
against schism and division.” – Watchman Nee, 
The Normal Christian Church Life, (p. 47).

+ + + + +

“‘The Church’ is people in relationship - not their 
meetings, or agencies, or programs.

“The church of Scripture is PEOPLE: people in 
relationship with Christ, and thus in relationship 
with one another.” – Lawrence O. Richards, A 
New Face for the Church (p. 56, 78)  

+ + + + +

“Today we are becoming more and more aware 
that ‘the church’ cannot be identified with build-
ings and organizations and activities, but must be 
understood as THE PEOPLE OF GOD. The basic 
question … is, ‘How are the people of God to live 
together and to live out Christ’s life in this world?’ 
This question is answered, clearly, in Scripture. 
The Word provides the pattern. Measured against 
the divinely ordained pattern, much of our church 
life today stands out starkly as irrelevant, 
misshapen and perverted.

“What does the Scripture demand that our 
present forms deny?

“1. A body so living together that it edifies 
itself and thus grows. The church is a com-
munity in which believers mature within the 
fellowship. In this community every believ-
er must contribute, for growth is ‘… the 
whole body fitly joined together and com-
pacted by that which every joint supplieth, 
according to the effectual working in the 
measure of every part, maketh increase of 
the body unto the edifying of itself in love’ 
(Ephesians 4:16) …
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“Today’s church does not promote mutual 
ministry. In our churches the majority sit, 
si lent, passive, listening to the Word …

“2. A ministry of reconciliation, which is not 
professional but a personal sharing of the 
good news of Jesus Christ with men outside 
of Him by every believer …

“Today we prod the professional staff to 
‘preach the gospel’ to the saints – who 
alone fill our churches - while a disinterest-
ed world passes by. Today we invent new 
methods to bring unbelievers into the 
churches. Unable to touch wary adults, we 
cast our nets for children, inventing agen-
cies which never existed in biblical days - 
VBS, boys and girls clubs, yes, even Sun-
day School - to get them into the church 
where they can hear of Christ. And yet each 
day of our lives we brush against neighbors, 
against co-workers, against men and wom-
en alienated from God - and we refrain 
from speaking because they do not come to 
us on Sunday, where, within the safety of 
church walls, we find it convenient to talk 
about God …” Lawrence O. Richards, A 
New Face for the Church (p. 39-41).

+ + + + +

Church Buildings

“The finest hour of the church happened without 
a single building. Imagine! No sanctuaries. No 
pulpits. No pews. No pipe organs. No stained 
glass windows.” Thomas S. Goslin II, Church 
Without Walls (p. 25).

+ + + + +

“The church is not made of bricks and mortar but 
of Christians. This fact has a way of being forgot-
ten, and we routinely refer to the buildings where 
the church meets as ‘churches.’ The church can 
exist and meet anywhere, and one of the places 
where it is finding a home is in the houses of 

individual Christians all over the world.” – C. Kirk 
Hadaway, Home Cell Groups and House 
Churches (p. 11).

+ + + + +

“The house church emerged in the New Testa-
ment era and continued as the most pervasive 
form of church structure until the time of Constan-
tine. Church buildings then came into promi-
nence, and house churches became a minor 
expression of church life. As renewal movements 
emerged in various periods of church history, the 
house church reappeared as a major structural 
expression of the renewed church.” – C. Kirk 
Hadaway, Home Group Cells and House 
Churches (p. 38).

+ + + + +

“We have noted earlier that the New Testament 
church was in no sense a building … It did not 
have this static ‘place’ consciousness. Paul was a 
tentmaker, and he, no doubt, could have built 
some kind of a tent, perhaps after the model of 
the Tabernacle, in which to house his ministry, 
especially in Ephesus where he stayed for two 
years. But apparently it never dawned on him. It 
was utterly foreign to the way he and the early 
Christians thought of the church. The church was 
the people -- first, last, and always.” – C. Kirk 
Hadaway, Home Cell Groups and House 
Churches (p. 67-68).

+ + + + +

“When the church was very young, it had no 
buildings … In the minds of most people today, 
‘church’ means first a building, probably some-
thing else second; but seldom does ‘the church’ 
stand for anything other than a building … The 
apostles had no thought of acquiring or erecting 
‘Christian’ buildings. There is no sign of the exis-
tence of any ‘Christian’ building during ‘New 
Testament’ times or for long after. There was 
practically nothing in the way of church building 
until the third century, and nothing with any 
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pretension to architecture until after the conver-
sion of Constantine early in the fourth century …  
Christians were accustomed to meet in private 
homes …

“[There was] a widespread and general practice 
of meetings being held in houses! We are forced 
to see the early Christians as regularly meeting 
together in small, homely groups ... enjoying their 
fellowship … amid the familiar surroundings of 
their living rooms!

“… It is almost impossible for us to think ourselves 
back into a stage of development before that of 
church buildings. To us, the whole life and work 
of the church have been centered for hundreds of 
years in buildings.

“But are we right? [Is] evangelization of people 
and the building of a building one and the 
same[?] Must we secure a site and build a church 
building in order to reach and win men for Christ? 
… The purpose to which we are devoting our 
efforts is not to fill buildings, but to win men to …  
Christ as Savior. The witness to the new … life 
must be born primarily in the ordinary, 
day-to-day course of life …

“A large part of the problems confronting us today 
cannot be solved within our traditional practice of 
erecting places of worship. We must set ourselves 
to thinking along other lines. And the first century 
church may have some useful ideas to suggest, 
simply because they had not yet subscribed to the 
doctrine that if you want to win a man for Christ, 
the main thing is to get him to sit down in a church 
building during a service.” – Ernest Loosley, 
When the Church Was Young (p. 3-13).

+ + + + +

“Remember the little hand game we played as 
kids? Fingers bent inside the palms, hidden; 
thumbs held together to be church doors; index 
fingers form a church steeple; hands then turned 
inside out, with fingers revealed; done to the 
recitation of the poem: ‘Here’s the church, Here’s 

the steeple. Open the doors,See all the people!

“Ugh!

“With such horrible theology converted into a 
child’s game, is it any wonder such a problem 
with genuine biblical fellowship exists in today’s 
church? Is it really hard to understand why we 
have so many unmoving twaddlers in every exist-
ing congregation?” – Ralph Neighbour, The Sev-
en Last Words of the Church (p. 144).

+ + + + +

“A large portion of money given by God’s people 
these days is being spent for church buildings. 
Should you examine the budgets of typical urban 
churches you will most likely discover that 50% or 
more of the weekly incomes are being spent for 
this purpose. Don’t stop with the mortgage pay-
ment; add to it the cost for janitorial and mainte-
nance salaries, insurance, heat, light, etc. The 
conclusion one comes to is that the Kingdom of 
God is being established as real estate …

“[And] as our assets increase, our ardor wanes. 
The Church’s most dynamic century occurred 
when it owned not an acre of real estate …

“The next time you sit down in a sanctuary, 
consider the amount of money it has cost for that 
space to be provided. Consider the numbers of 
minutes in a full week that space is used. As you 
wander down that eight-foot hallway, on your 
way to your classroom in the educational build-
ing, ponder the cost of an investment which is 
actually providing rooms for use 90 to 120 min-
utes a week. Drop by during the week, and look 
at the janitor waxing those floors, and ask yourself 
if this is really a business-like way to run the 
greatest job on earth.

“There is not a business in the nation which has 
the courage [or foolishness] to invest as much as 
50% of its capital in buildings to be used a handful 
of hours each week …
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“… Is there no other way to conduct Bible study 
apart from building behemoths? What about real 
estate church members own or rent as dwellings? 
Could not Bible study be decentralized, using 
countless kitchen tables and living rooms as a 
base of operation? Could not children meet at 
various after-school hours, adults at evening 
periods,thus saving thousands of dollars poured 
into a church plant? Lives there a body of men 
and women who would dare to show the rest of 
us the way out?” – Ralph Neighbour, The Seven 
Last Words of the Church (p. 164-165).

+ + + + +

“If you have asked, ‘Where is the church?’ in any 
important city of the ancient world where Christi-
anity had penetrated in the first century, you 
would have been directed to a group of worship-
ing people gathered in a house. There was no 
special building or other tangible wealth with 
which to associate ‘church,’ only people!” – Wal-
ter Oetting, The Church of the Catacombs (p. 25).

+ + + + +

“Much of the tradition that has robbed the Body 
of Christ of its glory has come about through the 
erection of edifices to house the people for several 
hours a week. It is quite common for one to hear 
someone say ‘We are building a church on the 
corner of Walnut and Pine’ or ‘Why don’t you 
come over to our church next Sunday?’ and in so 
speaking make reference to a building somewhere 
in the area. The church is NOT A BUILDING! 
God is never in a place, nor is a building ever to 
be referred to as God’s House …

“Beware of building buildings and calling them 
churches, for much of the error we face today has 
come from this habit. Many well intended people 
build a building and before long they lose sight of 
what they began to do. Time has a way of robbing 
us of the best meanings in life.

“All of the early churches met in homes! Read 
these verses to see for yourself: Romans 16:5, 11, 

14, 15; I Corinthians 16:19; Philemon 2; and 
Titus 1:11 …

“Because the early church met in homes, there is 
not a directive in the Bible to undertake building 
a house for the purpose of worship, unless you go 
back to the directives for building the tabernacle 
and the temple later. You will find the erection of 
buildings to be pagan in concept, and you will 
search in vain for any indication there was such a 
building before the 5th or 6th century,unless you 
call the pagan temples ‘church’ which were taken 
over by early Christians. The practice of paganism 
came with the buildings, and you will find that 
both Christmas and Easter are part of these early 
celebrations that were more in line with pagan 
principles than with Biblical teachings.” – Dusty 
Rhoades, Studies In Progressive Revelation (Vol. 
1 p. 181-183).

+ + + + +

“The emphasis is visibility, organization, program, 
and promotion … The goals … are defined in 
terms of numbers in attendance, of budget and 
offering … [This is because,] if you are going to 
do a great work for God and it’s all within the 
building, then you must have an enormous build-
ing.” – Jerry Cook, Love, Acceptance & Forgive-
ness (p. 25).

+ + + + + 

“A lot of congregations are demoralized because 
their No. 1 job is to feed the white elephants [the 
buildings].” – Lyle Schaller.

+ + + + + 

“… To suggest that church buildings are unneces-
sary luxuries immediately roasts a storm of protest:

“‘But where would Christians meet?’ In homes, as 
did the early Christians. We would go back to ‘the 
church in thy house’ (Philemon 2). – Howard A. 
Snyder, The Problem of Wineskins: Church 
Structure (p. 74).
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+ + + + + 

“I t  i s  hard to  f ind bib l i ca l  support  for 
constructing church buildings … Theologically, 
the church does not need temples. Church build-
ings are not essential to the true nature of the 
church …

“… Church buildings are superfluous … A church 
building cannot be a ‘holy place’ in any special 
sense, for holy places no longer exist. Christianity 
has no holy places, only holy people …

“… If the priesthood and the sacrificial system 
have passed away, so has the tabernacle … Build-
ings become a return to the shadow of the Old 
Testament and a betrayal of the reality … Theo-
logically, church buildings are at best unnecessary 
and at worst idolatrous.” – Howard A. Snyder,  
The Problems of Wine Skins: Church Structure 
(p. 66-67).

+ + + + +

“The church is never a building. No record exists 
in the Bible or even in the first two centuries of the 
Christian era that a building was called a church. 
Indeed we don’t read that Christians ever met 
then in places especially built for Christian meet-
ings or services.

“I suppose most of us know this, yet many seem 
to remain content with a sub-scriptural concept, 
calling the building the church.

“In the History of Christianity (Lion) it is stated 
quite categorically that the earliest Christians had 
no special buildings, but met in private houses.” – 
Ron Trudinger, Cells for Life (p. 13, 18).

+ + + + +

“Originally, Christians had held their services in 
private homes (Rom. 16:5) … No one was attract-
ed to the early church by the architecture of its 
buildings, but rather by its teachings and by the 
godly lives of the people in the church. However, 

Constantine reasoned that many people would be 
attracted to Christianity if church buildings were 
more impressive. So at state expense, he con-
structed lavish church buildings that rival the mag-
nificence of pagan temples. The new church 
buildings were arrayed with impressive colon-
nades and vaulted ceilings. Many of them had 
beautiful fountains and elegant marble floors. 
Constantine wanted it to be difficult for an unbe-
liever to walk past a church building without being 
tempted to peer inside because of the beautiful 
architecture. [Reference Eusebius’ History, bk. 
10, chap. 4]” – David Bercot, Will the Real Here-
tics Please Stand Up (p. 138).

 + + + + +

“Thus all was simple [in the early church]. There 
were no human organizations, no cumbrous ec-
clesiastical machinery, no sectional membership. 
He was recognized as a member of Christ’s body 
… As one goes over all this, how the conviction is 
forced upon the soul that Christendom has got far 
indeed from the simplicity of the early days! And 
that very fact leads us to inquire: Is it possible to 
act just as they did then? – when love was warm, 
and ere evil and pernicious doctrines had honey 
combed what should have been in an outward 
way ‘the church of the Living God, the pillar and 
ground of the truth’ (I Timothy 3:15). The answer 
is that all this declension and failure was foreseen 
by the Holy Spirit, and directions clearly given 
how to proceed when such unhappy ruin should 
have come in. In Acts 20, where Paul delivered 
his farewell address to the elder brethren of the 
Ephesian assembly, he warned them of the very 
things we have been considering; but at the close 
he simply says, ‘I commend you to God and the 
word of His grace.’ God’s word therefore is 
all-sufficient, whatever the cold-heartedness and 
backsliding that may be prevalent.

“What course, then, are we directed to take when 
such evil days have come? Build sects and sys-
tems, wall about with iron-clad creeds and but-
tressed by human regulations? Not at all. What 
then? Go back to ‘that which was from the begin-
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ning.’ Find out how things were at the first, and 
act on what the word of God makes known …” – 
H.A. Ironside, Sailing With Paul (p. 51-52).

+ + + + +

History of Church Buildings

“By the latter part of the third century, Christians 
began building sanctuaries for worship, patterned 
after the Roman basilica. The basilica was a rect-
angular building with nave and side aisle, used for 
a variety of purposes. Its shape has been charac-
teristic of the sanctuary church ever since its adap-
tation to Christian use at that time. Just as the 
house as location for Christian assemblies influ-
enced what happened there, so the basilica, or 
sanctuary, was a symbol of a different way for the 
church to function.” – L. Barrett, Building The 
House Church (p. 22).

+ + + + +

“Martin Luther, in the early years of his reforma-
tion of the church, longed to revive the house 
church as a major pattern of congregational life. 
In his preface to The German Mass and Order of 
Service (1526), he suggested that those who 
‘want to be Christians in earnest and profess the 
gospel with hand and mouth should … meet 
alone in a house somewhere …’

“Luther, however, never thought it possible to 
realize his dream for the house church. ‘I have not 
yet the people or persons for it, nor do I see many 
who want it,’ he lamented.” – L. Barrett, Building 
the House Church (p. 23).

+ + + + +

“Methodists … found their origin in the house 
meeting. The classes appointed by John Wesley 
were, in effect, little churches … Wesley wrote: 
‘Many now happily experienced that Christian 
fellowship of which they had not so much an idea 
as before. They began to ‘bear one another’s 
burdens,’ and naturally to ‘care for each other.’ As 

they had a more intimate acquaintance with, so 
they had a more endeared affection for, each 
other. And ‘speaking the truth in love,’ they grew 
up ‘into Him in all things, which is the Head, even 
Christ; from Whom the whole body fitly joined 
together and compacted by that which every joint 
supplieth, according to the effectual working in 
the measure of every part, maketh increase of the 
body unto the edifying of itself in love.’” – L. 
Barrett, Building the House Church (p. 24-25).

+ + + + +

“… It was in 324, almost three hundred years 
after the birth of the church, that Christians first 
met in something we now call a church building.

“For all three hundred years before that the 
church met in living rooms!

“Constantine built these assembly buildings for 
Christians not only in Constantinople, but also in 
Rome, Jerusalem, and in many parts of Italy, all 
in A.D. 324. This triggered a massive church 
building fad in large cities all over the Empire.

“Out of his pagan mentality, Constantine ordered 
each building to be named after one of the Chris-
tians in the New Testament, because pagan tem-
ples had always been named after gods. So the 
builders put a word like ‘Joseph’ on the front of 
each building, or ‘Mary’ or ‘Peter’ or ‘Paul’.

“The die is beginning to be cast. We are headed 
straight for a totally different kind of Christian 
worship, in a totally different atmosphere, than 
the first century believer had ever dreamed of (or 
had nightmares about?).” – Gene Edwards, A 
Plea For Church Life: Getting to the Bottom of 
Church Problems (p. 11).

+ + + + +

“What really killed us was the bricks. In the biggest 
blunder in her history, the church began con-
structing lots of buildings, displacing the … warm, 
precious meetings in someone’s living room. 
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Modeled after the Roman forums, the new build-
ings held hundreds of Christians. Of course, you 
can’t have intimate, easy interaction with that size 
crowd. So from the first Sunday it was opened, a 
new sanctuary puts limits on free expression.

Trouble is, sharing and intimacy were tricky in a 
crowd of 500. And the big crowds put a premium 
on eloquence … Anonymity replaced fellowship.” 
– James H. Rutz, The Open Church (p. 10, 12).

+ + + + +

Church Buildings & Archaeology

“… Early Christians undoubtedly met in private 
homes (Colossians 4:15) …

“… We have no evidence regarding the intention-
al structure of a Christian meeting place prior to 
the ‘peace.’ But there are homes that were re-
structured to accommodate the Christian assem-
bly …

“The New Testament Church began as a small 
house church and it remained so until the middle 
or end of the third century. There are no evidenc-
es of larger places of meeting before 300. Indeed, 
evidence of any kind remains surprisingly sparse. 
Christians must have met in homes or small edific-
es without sufficiently altering the structures for us 
to determine their presence. What we have as 
evidence points only to the house church … 
Thousands of Christians met throughout the Med-
iterranean basin for two centuries without leaving 
us solid data regarding their places of assembly. 
Those places of assembly must have been private 
homes not owned by the ‘church’ and, therefore, 
not remodeled …” – Graydon F. Snyder, Ante 
Pacem: Archaeological Evidence of Church Life 
Before Constantine (p. 67, 166).

+ + + + + 

“Perhaps the most remarkable archeological dis-
covery ever made of this early Christian era (100 
to 400) was the discovery of a Christian meeting 

place of the pre-Constantine era. This meeting 
place was not a church building. It was a home 
that had been converted into a meeting place for 
Christians. The site is a town in Syria with the odd 
name of Duro-Europa.

“Exhaustive studies have been made of this build-
ing. The upshot is this: here is a home used as a 
place for Christians to gather, in the mid-200’s. 
One of its peculiarities is this: a wall had been torn 
out between two bedrooms to make one large 
room that would hold about seventy-five people 
sitting on the floor.

What is the point? Until Constantine, there was no 
such thing as a church building or ‘Christian’ 
architecture. A church building had never been 
dreamed of in a dream. That which we know as 
the Christian faith was a living room movement! 
The Christian faith was the first and only religion 
ever to exist that did not use special temples of 
worship; it is the only ‘living room’ religion in 
human history.

“Now let us go to yet another archeological find 
… Imagine, if you will a group of Christian ar-
chaeologists plowing their way through thousands 
of deeds and property records of towns and cities 
in North Africa. These deeds, surveys, title chang-
es and that records all dated from A.D. 100 to 
400, and often stated the uses being made of each 
building. (Among these records are also religious 
census.) Some of these documents tell the name 
of the family that live in each house, the occupa-
tion of those employed, and their religion. Some 
of these records also tell what other activities the 
building was used for besides living quarters 
(‘baking located here’; ‘pots made here,’etc.). Lo 
and behold, from time to time are found notations 
that say, essentially, Christian ecclesia sometimes 
holds meetings in this house! Exciting? Well, on 
some occasions archeologists have been able to 
locate these very sites and do a dig there. The 
findings? An ordinary home. No more, no less. All 
scientific evidence of this era rises up to declare to 
us that the Christian faith was utterly informal in 
its expression, and homes were its base!
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“A formalized Christianity in a ceremonial setting 
was invented during and immediately after the 
age of Constantine, growing out of a 
pseudo-Christian, neo-pagan mind.” – Gene Ed-
wards, A Plea for Church Life: Getting to the 
Bottom of Church Problems (p. 17-18).

+ + + + +

The Bondage of Church Buildings

“… Church buildings are a witness to our inflexi-
bility. As soon as we erect a building, we cut down 
on our options by at least seventy-five per cent. 
Once the building is up and in use, the church 
program and budget are largely determined. The 
Sunday morning service allows the direct partici-
pation of only a few – dictated by the sanctuary 
layout … Churches are slaves to their brick and 
mortar.” – Howard A. Snyder, The Problem of 
Wineskins: Church Structure (p. 70).

+ + + + +

Church Buildings & Evangelism

“In the early church, the evangelism and mission 
task was carried on by communities which met in 
homes. They shared bread, worshiped and host-
ed travelers and strangers. Their firm commit-
ments to Jesus Christ and their understanding of 
church as a living organism of brothers made this 
loose knit collection of households a powerful 
missionary force.” – Charles Olsen, The Base 
Church (p. 29).

+ + + + +

Church Buildings & Fellowship

“… Church buildings are a witness to our lack of 
fellowship. Church buildings may be ‘worshipful’ 
places, but usually they are not friendly places. 
They are uncomfortable and impersonal. Church 
buildings are not for fellowship … in the biblical 
sense. Homes are. And it was in homes that early 
Christians met to worship …

“In probably ninety percent of all church buildings 
the sanctuary seating consists of wooden pews 
arranged in rows and screwed securely to the 
floor. The pews are arranged to make it nearly 
impossible for a worshiper to directly see the face 
of any other worshiper. It is as though the ideal 
would be to put each worshiper in his own private 
isolation booth so he could see only the minister 
and not be distracted by other people …

Many modern congregations have sensed this 
lack of fellowship in the church and so have 
added something called a ‘fellowship hall.’ But 
how frequently do we attain, either in the fellow-
ship hall, the sanctuary or the Sunday school 
class, anything that truly can be called fellowship? 
… Real biblical Christian fellowship such as expe-
rienced by the early Christians, is lacking in most 
churches today.” – Howard A. Snyder, The Prob-
lem of Wineskins: Church Structure (p. 70-71).

+ + + + +

Negatives of Church Buildings 

“There is little doubt that we have lost something 
vital and precious in our building-oriented church 
life. Howard Snyder has pointed out some alarm-
ing implications of our ‘edifice complex’ in what 
he calls the negative witness of our church build-
ings. They are a witness to: (1) our immobility, (2) 
our inflexibility, (3) our lack of fellowship, (4) our 
pride, and (5) divisions.” – C. Kirk Hadaway,  
Home Cell Groups and Home Churches (p. 75).

+ + + + +

Church Buildings & Tradition

“And so, we [Christians in general] have coined 
our Seven Last Words [of the Church]: ‘We never 
tried it that way before!’ We say them when 
someone suggests the Gospel does not require 
sanctuaries. We repeat them when we are told 
Sunday school may one day be replaced by Bible 
studies which meet in kitchens, that committed 
Christians might more effectively witness on Sun-
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day evenings by decentralizing their worship ser-
vices into cells across the community.” – Ralph 
Neighbour, The Seven Last Words of the Church 
(p. 16-17).

+ + + + +

“We hold strong convictions on the importance of 
the gatherings of the church. ‘Forsaking not the 
assembling of ourselves together’ is our refrain. 
We are good at congregating. Where we have 
trouble is with some of the other equally essential 
functions of the church.

“God’s people are not, in essence, a congrega-
tion. They are community.’ Con-gregation’ is 
frequently used in the Old Testament to describe 
the gathering of the people of Israel. ‘Community’ 
implies life together, a life of caring for one anoth-
er that touches the full spectrum of our affairs. 

“We recognize the importance of our gatherings 
for teaching and worship, but congregating has 
the absolute priority as the predominant form in 
our churches.” – Jim Petersen, Church Without 
Walls (p. 149-150).

+ + + + +

Church Membership

“Unless a clear and constant emphasis is main-
tained on this fact that true church membership is 
that of living members in a living organism, and if 
it is permitted to degenerate into the notion of a 
membership in a religious organization, the term 
‘membership’ can become a cold and sterile 
thing. But, in contrast, there is a warm, vibrant 
term often heard in assemblies – ‘fellowship’ – a 
word that seems to inherently suggest closeness, 
community of interest, cooperation.

“The assemblies do not urge Christians to join 
their church and become members, they invite 
them to share in the fellowship of the saints be-
cause they are members of the Body of Christ.” 
Assembly Distinctive (p. 37, 38).

+ + + + +

“Should there be a membership roll? The answer 
is NO! It isn’t necessary, for you will know each 
other intimately without having to keep a roll. The 
visibility of the members of the assembly will let 
you know who is with you and who is not. A roll 
will not change that at all! When a person fellow-
ships with you regularly, and hasn’t informed 
anyone that he may be absent, then an immedi-
ate check on him should be made. This will be 
done because you care for him … genuine con-
cern being a mark of the local assembly and this 
care for one another will show itself in many ways. 
A church roll in the average church will show 
many people who never darken the doors of the 
building, and who could care less what goes on 
UNLESS THERE IS SOMETHING TO VOTE 
ON, and then they show up in force. I have seen 
it happen time and again, and if people were to 
understand that the ONLY local assembly that is 
Biblical is a VISIBLE ASSEMBLY, then they 
wouldn’t have the idea that they are members of 
a church whether they attend or not.” – Dusty 
Rhoades, Studies In Progressive Revelation (Vol. 
I, p. 185-186).

+ + + + +

Church Organization

“It makes a difference how one thinks about the 
church. Thinking of it as an organization dictates 
one way of going … thinking of it as an organism 
demands a totally different modus operandi. 
When the organizational aspect is primary - size of 
membership, building and budget are decisive …  
and measurable. When its organic nature is pri-
mary - quality of life, attitudes, relationships are 
decisive … and they do not yield easily to mea-
surement.” – Richard Halverson, Perspective 
(Vol. 43, No. 9).

+ + + + +

“Christianity had become in many striking ways a 
mirror of the empire itself. It was catholic, univer-
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sal, ecumenical, orderly, international, 
multi-racial and increasingly legalistic. It was ad-
ministered by a professional class of literates who 
in some ways functioned like bureaucrats and its 
bishops, like imperial governors, legates or pre-
fects, had wide discretionary powers to interpret 
the law.” – Paul Johnson, A History of Christianity 
(p. 45).

“These men [the ‘Church Fathers’] took their cues 
for organizing and administering the church from 
the model of the Roman Empire rather than from 
Christ and the Scriptures ... [Paul] did not attempt 
to institute a protective organization. Instead he 
said ‘I commend you to God, and the word of His 
grace’ (Acts 20:32).” – Jim Petersen, Church 
Without Walls (pp. 95, 96).

“In the course of history, the church has tended to 
pattern its leadership style after the predominant 
power structure of a society. That continues to be 
the rule today … The Church Fathers viewed the 
church as a kingdom and followed the model of 
the empire. 

“In the United States the predominant model is 
business. Our commitment to democracy is also 
reflected in our churches, but … we are obviously 
taking our cues from business.

“The proponents of this trend argue that the 
church is business, and needs to be treated as 
such. It is true that there is a business side to 
church affairs … But the business side cannot be 
the controlling factor …

“When we embrace the business model, we are 
forced to define success numerically. We think 
cost-results, asking, what do we get for our mon-
ey, for our effort? 

“But … true spiritual results are not only beyond 
our control, often we can’t even see them, much 
less explain how they happen. Not only can we 
not measure the ministry quantitatively, we distort 
it when we try.

“Another bad effect that comes out of the busi-
ness model is competition. Competition is good 
for business, and sports are no fun without it, but 
it cripples the Body of Christ … If success is 
measured in attendance, budgets, and buildings, 
then a particular congregation can quickly find 
itself in competition with the other congregations 
in town.” – Jim Petersen, Church Without Walls 
(pp. 115-117).

+ + + + +

“Begin right away with being the church. Wor-
ship. Share with each other. Pray together. Have 
fun together. Eat together. Don’t wait until you 
are larger to begin being the church … There is no 
magic number. Neither paid pastors, nor build-
ings, nor a Sunday school, nor a choir, nor a 
piano, nor study guides, nor incorporation papers 
are necessary to being the church.” 

“… I have found that [the] essentials [of being the 
church] can be present in the church whether the 
church has seven or seventy people, and whether 
or not the church has a regular meeting place or 
an organ or ten Sunday School classes. Like the 
New Testament house churches, modern house 
churches have discovered that we – the people – 
are the stones which build up the church of Christ.

“The house church is not just an alternative 
church for the avant-garde. It is a way of being 
church that seeks to live out the New Testament 
vision of the church.  

“… Many people asked us. ‘When are you going 
to become a REAL CHURCH?’ ‘We are the REAL 
CHURCH,’ we explained. ‘You can be the church 
wherever you meet. The church is a people, not a 
place.’

“The house church is not the only size group in 
which church happens, but it is the basic group. 
The house church is church.” – L. Barrett,  Building 
The House Church (pp. 162, 11, 12, 19, 20).

(This is part of a continuing series on the church)
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"... God's purpose in the Cross of Jesus Christ was twofold: first that 
we might be forgiven, being saved from sin's penalty because Christ died for 
us; and second, that we might be delivered from sin's power, because this old 
sinful nature, called the flesh, died with Him." Major W. Ian Thomas, The Saving Life of Christ (p. 39)

SIN/SINS
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Righteousness
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

I. Righteousness Defined

A. The Etymology of the word 
“Righteousness”

The word “Righteousness” is made up 
of a root word and two suffixes: 

1. Root – RIGHT 

Morally good, in accordance with 
justice.

2. Suffix – OUS 

Abounding in (Example: moun-
tainous, envious)
 

3. Suffix – NESS 

State or Condition (Example: hap-
piness)

Thus the word “Righteousness” is 
the state or condition of abounding 
in absolute perfection.

The classification of this word is a 
character trait or attribute. 

B. The Definition of the word 
“Righteousness”

 Vine: “The character or quality of being 
right or just”

Bullinger: “being what is just and right.”

Strong: “equity of character”

II. Righteousness Detailed

The very foundation of the book of Ro-
mans is based upon this word.  
“Righteousness” is found 33 times in Ro-
mans and its root, “righteous,” is found 4 
times.

In Romans we see:

A. Righteousness REVEALED: Romans 1

The righteous standard has been re-
vealed – that righteous standard is God 
Himself (i.e., “the righteousness of 
God” Romans 1:16, 17).

B. Righteousness REQUIRED: Romans 2
 

The righteous standard MUST be met.  
The standard CANNOT be lowered.  
Righteousness cannot be measured on 
a “curve.” (Romans 2:1-3; c.f. Isaiah 
64:6; Romans 10:3)

C. Righteousness RECKONED: Romans 
3-4 

Being that man is totally VOID of any 
righteousness, he must be given 
righteousness. Salvation is the giving of 
God’s righteousness to man (Romans 
3:21, 22, 25, 26; 4:5; c.f. Philippians 
3:9).  
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The Divine Purpose of Marriage
Section A – Companionship

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOME
Part II

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Text: Genesis 2:18-25

What is God’s design for marriage? There is a 
basic five-fold purpose that can be clearly 
seen in our text:

1. Companionship

“It is not good that the man should be alone”  
(vs. 18).

2. Co-Laborship

“I will make him an help meet for him” (vs. 18).

3. Concordance

“I will make him an help meet for him” (vs. 18).

4. Co-Habitation

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and his 
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife” (vs. 24).

5. Coitus

“… They shall be one flesh. And they were 
both naked, the man and his wife, and were 
not ashamed” (vs. 24, 25).

These five areas constitute the essence of what mar-
riage is all about. The Creator of marriage, in this, the 
very first one, makes it clear to us what the issues are 
in a man and woman being husband and wife.

We, therefore, want to give special attention to each of 
these five divinely emphasized truths. In this study we 
will consider the first area:

COMPANIONSHIP

“It is not good that the man should be alone”  
(vs 18).

It was not the plan of God that Adam be alone. God 
created man to be in relationship, but not just any 
relationship. The husband and wife relationship, by 

the divine intention of God, is to fulfill earth’s highest 
level of companionship.

This truth is reiterated in Malachi 2:14, where we read 
“she is thy companion, and the wife of thy covenant.”

As a man and a woman enter into marriage they must 
recognize that God fully intends that they become 
companions. Marriage is to give us our closest earthly 
relation! One’s spouse is his or her “next of kin.”  
Therefore, the relationship between a man and his 
wife is one that is …

CLOSER THAN A BROTHER

“A man that hath friends must shew himself 
friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer 
than a brother.” (Proverbs 18:24).

Often this verse is used as a reference to Jesus Christ.  
Truly, to those of us who are saved, He is indeed 
closer than a brother, but the subject of this friendship 
is not the Lord Jesus Christ, it is a man’s wife! (See the 
context: verse 22). Truly God has designed the wife to 
be her husband’s “best friend.”

Nothing is to be allowed to stand between a husband 
and wife being “best friends.” Utmost care must be 
taken to guard against any relationship that would 
compete with this special relationship ordained by 
God. No one else, not even a parent or sibling, has the 
right to be closer to someone than his or her marriage 
mate!

No one should be allowed to know more about you 
than your husband or wife! No one should know more 
about your dreams, your desires, your hurts, your 
faults; No one should know more about you! No one 
should be allowed to be closer to you than your 
spouse! No One!  PERIOD! Earth’s companionship of 
the loftiest measure is, by divine decree, to be that 
which is produced by marriage.

(This is part of a continuing series on the home.)
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MISSING YOUR BSN?

We are trying to use diligence to assure that the BSN 
mailing list is up-to-date and correct, but we sometimes 
do make mistakes. Then there is the occasional error or 
loss by the postal service. So, if, along the way, you find 
that you are missing one of the BSN's from your 
subscription, please let us know. We will gladly send 
you a replacement copy.

WHY THE NAME CHANGE?

Some of you are wondering why we changed our name 
from GRACE BIBLE CHURCH to GRACE EDIFICATION 
MINISTRIES (GEM). This is the result of a continuing 
transition that has taken place here in the Hampton 
Roads area. We now have functioning churches in 
Hampton, Newport News and Virginia Beach that gather 
in the homes of the saints.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH has been restructured to serve as 
an association of house churches. Thus, the name change.

PROPERTY FOR SALE

Because of the changes here at GEM we have now 
placed our property up for sale. We will be using the 
finances from its sale for relocation. We will be building 
a home structure that will be large enough to provide 
space for some of the ministries of GEM (Grace Clear-
inghouse, Grace Research Center, etc.) and help provide 
more hospitality resources for the saints.

Working in co-operation with L.I.F.E. we will be transfer-
ring the value that is in our current property, so that it 
might be more effectively used for the ministry of the 
Body of Christ on a much wider scale. We want to share 
our resources in the form of a retreat center for the Body 
of Christ.

We have truly enjoyed seeing many of you again at the 
various conferences during the last few months. We 
always look forward to and highly value such special 
times as these.
 
Your brother,

 
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
08/1994

The Divine Weaver

My Life is but a weaving
 Between my Lord and me;
I cannot choose the colors
 He worketh steadily.

Oft times what's weaved is sorrow
 And I in foolish pride,
Forget He sees the upper,
 And I the under side. 

Not till the loom is silent
 And the shuttles cease to fly,
Shall God unroll the canvas
 And reveal the glory up on high.

The dark threads are as needful
 In the Weaver's skillful hand,
As the threads of gold and silver
 In the pattern He has planned. 

I do not know what next may come
 Or what the morrow brings:
But with the glad salute of faith,
 I hail its open wings!

Author Unknown
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TRADITION

A new bride of several weeks was saw-
ing away at the end of a ham. “Why,” 
asked a neighbor, “are you sawing off 
the end of that ham?” “Because my 
mother always did it,” the new bride 
replied.

A few days later the neighbor met the 
new bride’s mother. “Your  daughter 
tells me that you always saw off the end 
of a ham before you  bake it, and I am 
wondering why.”

“Frankly,” the mother said, “I do it be-
cause my mother did it. Why  not ask 
her?”

So the neighbor phoned the grandmoth-
er who lived in the same town. The 
grandmother let her in on the big secret: 
“I never owned a baking pan large 
enough to hold the ham. Why do you 
ask?”

by – Ray O. Jones
The Smithfield  Herald (NC)

“Quotable”
Every now and then you read across some-
thing that “hangs with you.” You think back 
over it on occasion. You like to read it to 
someone from time to time. Such is the case 
with the following.

Do understand, we do not mean to endorse 
the authors nor their other writings, but we 
have found these particular items to be, 
“Quotable.”

"Satan's greatest 
device is to drive 
earnest souls back 
to beseeching God 
for what God says 
has already been 
done!"  William R. Newell

Faithfulness
Does God accept usefulness 
in service at the expense of 
faithfulness? …




