
The Truth About Halloween
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Excited children masquerading as witches, 
ghosts, goblins, skeletons, demons, and oth-
er grotesque characters skipping through 

the neighborhood knocking on doors chanting 
“trick or treat” while holding out a sack in which 
one is to drop a piece of candy or other goodies 
… the party at school, or church, or Sunday 
School where they bob for apples, tell fortunes, 
or go through “haunted houses” … decorations 
of jack-o’-lanterns, witches on brooms and black 
cats with arched backs … It’s “Halloween” – one 
of the strangest days of the year.

Are Halloween activities really just the simple, 
innocent holiday fun most people believe them 
to be? Where did this holiday originate? Why is 
this holiday celebrated?

History provides the answers. Although it was the 
Roman Catholic Church who designated the 

October 31st date as Allhallow’s Eve, or “Eve of 
the Holy One’s Day,” in prelude to their Novem-

ber 1st “All Saints’ Day,” it was earlier pagan 
peoples who gave the annual holiday the sinister 
meaning and traditions it still holds.

“The American celebration rests upon Scottish 
and Irish folk customs which can be traced in 
direct line from pre-Christian times. Although 
Halloween has become a night of rollicking fun, 
superstitious spells, and eerie games which peo-
ple take only half seriously, its beginnings were 
quite otherwise. The earliest Halloween celebra-

tions were held by the Druids in honor of Sam-
hain lord of the dead, whose festival fell on 

November 1.”1

“It was a Druidic belief that on the eve of the 
festival, Saman [Samhain], lord of death, called 
together the wicked souls [spirits] that within the 
past 12 months had been condemned to inhabit 

the bodies of animals.”2

“The Druids, an order of priests in ancient Gaul 
and Britain, believed that on Halloween, ghosts, 
spirits, fairies, witches, and elves came out to 
harm people. They thought the cat was sacred 
and believed that cats had once been human 
beings but were changed as a punishment for evil 
deeds. From these Druidic beliefs come the pres-
ent-day use of witches, ghosts, and cats in Hal-

loween festivities.”3

Halloween “was the night for the universal walk-
ing about of all sorts of spirits, fairies, ghosts, all 

of whom had liberty on that night.”4

The pagans believed that on one night of the 
year the souls of the dead returned to their 
original homes. “There was a prevailing belief 

1. Halloween Through Twenty Centuries, Ralph Linton, pp. 4.

2. Encyclopedia Britannica, 11th ed., Vol. 12, pp. 857-858.
3. World Book Encyclopedia, 1959 ed., p. 3245-3246.
4. Highland Superstitions, Alexander Macgregor, p. 44.

(continued on page 179)
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Dear Beloved of the Lord:

Well, summer is now just about gone. We have 
really enjoyed the many opportunities that we have 
had during the Bible conferences to fellowship with 
some of you.  It is always such special times when 
we are together with the SAINTS!

With traveling to conferences and all the extra 
activities and responsibilities that have come upon 
us here locally, this summer has been unusually 
b-u-s-y!

Our family has a sales contract on our home and on 
the wooded property behind it. The G.E.M. building 
is still on the market and is currently being leased.  
L.I.F.E. has finally contracted for 153 acres in central 
Virginia. So, as busy as the last few months have 
been, the next few appear to be in competition.

This issue of the BSN continues three series, intro-
ductions to the doctrines of the BIBLE, the CHURCH, 
and the HOME. In addition there is an article on 
HALLOWEEN. We have received a number of re-
quests to run this article, which we first printed in 
the early eighties.

We are also running the first installment of a collec-
tion of the final words of dying men. These will 
prove to be interesting, we are sure.

I trust that you have been enjoying the cartoons 
which have taken a somewhat light-hearted prod at 
the religious system. You will find another one in 
this issue.

On behalf of all the saints here in the Hampton 
Roads area, I send greetings and love in the all 
sufficient grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Your brother,

 
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
09/1994
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among all nations that at death the souls of good 
men were taken possession of by good spirits and 
carried to paradise, but the souls of wicked men 
were left to wander in the space between the 
earth and moon, or consigned to the unseen 
world. These wandering spirits were in the habit 
of haunting the living … but there were means by 

which these ghosts might be exorcised.”5

To exorcise these ghosts, that is, to free yourself 
from their supposed evil sways, you would have 
to set out food – give the demons a treat – and 
provide shelter for them during the night. If they 
were satisfied with your treat, it was believed they 
would leave you in peace. If food and shelter 
were not provided, or if they were not satisfied, 
these spirits, it was believed, would “trick” you by 
casting an evil spell on you and cause havoc.

Trick or Treat

“The modern custom of ‘Trick-or-treat’ began in 
Ireland hundreds of years ago. A group of farm-
ers went from house to house begging food for 
the village Halloween festivities in the name of 
their ancient gods. Good luck was promised to 
generous donors, and threats were made against 

those who would not give.”6 Thus these ancient 
pagan traditions continue today as youngsters, 
masquerading as ghosts, skeletons and demons 
go “trick-or-treating” – begging in a sense for 
food while promising to refrain from evil deeds.

October 31

“It was the Celts who chose the date of October 

31st as their New Year's Eve and who originally 
intended it as a celebration of everything wicked, 
evil and dead. Also during their celebration they 
would gather around a community bonfire and 
offer as sacrifice their animals, their crops, and 
sometimes themselves. And wearing costumes 
made from the heads and skins of other animals, 

they would also tell one another's fortunes for the 

coming year.”7

“The celebration remained much the same after 
the Romans conquered the Celts around 43 A.D. 
The Romans did, however, add a ceremony 
honoring their goddess of fruit and trees and thus 
the association with apples and the custom of 

bobbing for them.”8

Jack-o’-Lantern

The apparently harmless lighted pumpkin or 
“Jack-o’-Lantern” is an ancient symbol of a 
damned soul.  “Jack-o’-Lanterns were named for 
a man called Jack, who could not enter heaven 
or hell. As a result, he was doomed to wander in 

darkness with his lantern until Judgement Day.”9

“Fearful of spooks … folks began hollowing out 
turnips and pumpkins and placing lighted can-

dles inside to scare evil spirits from the house.”10

Halloween “Christianized”

Since Halloween is unmistakably pagan in its 
origin and practice, how did the professing 
church come to accept and keep such a day?

Again history provides the answer.

Ever since the time of Constantine – who made 
Catholicism the state religion – the Roman em-
perors realized how essential it was to have a 
unified empire, where as many as possible would 
be of one mind. The civil and religious leaders 
saw how important it was for the sake of unity to 
allow only one religion within the Roman domain.

A stringent state policy was implemented to force 
all non-Christians to accept the state religion. The 
condition for “conversion,” of course, made it 

5. Folklore, James Napier, p. 11.
6. Holidays of Legend, Mildred H. Arthur, p. 87.

7. World Book Encyclopedia, 1977 ed., Vol. 9, pp. 24-5.
8. Ibid.
9. World Book Encyclopedia, quoted in the Atlanta Journal 

and Constitution, Associated Press, October 16, 1977.
10. Book of Festival Holidays, Marqueite Ickis, pp. 125-6.
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easy for the pagan population of Rome and 
elsewhere to “accept” “Christianity.” Since 
“acceptance” of “Christianity” was made simple, 
refusal was made difficult. This plan resulted in 
large numbers of the heathen population within 
the empire flocking into the membership of the 
church. These people brought with them many 
pagan practices and celebrations, Halloween 
merely being one of them.

How could the “church” deal with this problem? 
The “church” realized that to excommunicate 
these pagans would only reduce the membership 
of the “church.” This they were unwilling to do. 
The “church” had also learned in past times that 
it was not possible to force the people into dis-
carding all their heathen practices and adopting 
Roman ones.

There remained only one other way.

It was reasoned that if a pagan practice or festival 
could not be forbidden, let it be “Christianized.” 
Let the recently converted pagans keep certain of 
their heathen festivals, such as Halloween or All 
Soul's Day – but label it “Christian.” Of course 
they were asked not to pray to their ancient 
pagan gods on this day. They would now use this 
day to commemorate the death of “saints.”

“In the A.D. 800's the [Catholic] church estab-

lished All Saints’ Day on November 1st so that 
people could continue a festival they had cele-
brated before becoming Christians. The mass 
that was said on this day was called Allhallow-
mas. The evening before became known as All 
Hallow e’en or Halloween … It means hallowed 

or holy evening.”11

“The celebration of Halloween is a survival of 
ancient pagan beliefs. When the early [Catholic] 
church was unable to stop pagan practices, it 

accepted them and gave them a religious tune.”12

11. World Book Encyclopedia.
12. Holidays of Legend, p. 87.

Your Part
Now that you have read this publi-
cation, it’s your turn.

If the truths presented here have 
helped you, don’t let these truths die 
in your hands.

Please write to us and let us know 
your thoughts concerning its content.

Consider assisting us in getting this 
publication into the hands of those 
who would be encouraged and 
strengthened by its message:

 Recommend it to your friends 
and loved ones.

 Order additional copies to 
give as gifts.

 Keep extra copies on hand to 
loan to others.

If you have not read the author’s 
other works, order them today.

We would be honored to have your 
fellowship in getting this publication 
freely to those who hunger spiritual-
ly. We have daily opportunities to 
send it to pastors, Sunday school 
teachers, Bible college professors 
and students, Bible class teachers, 
and prisoners.
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I. The Definitions

A. Inspiration 

1. Greek

 “Given by Inspiration of God” is one 
Greek word – “theopneustos” 

a. THEO – God

b. PNEUSTOS – breathed 

2. English

a. “The act of breathing into any 
thing” – Webster (1828)

b. “To breathe in or into” Origins: 
A Short Etymological Dictionary 
of Modern English

 When we say that the Bible is 
INSPIRED, we are saying that it is 
alive with the breath of GOD!

 c.f. Gen. 2:7  (the breath of God is 
“life”); 

 John 20:22 (the breath of God is 
“spirit”); John 6:63.

B. Revelation

1. Greek

 “Apokalupsis” an uncovering or 

unveiling. 

2. English

 “The act of disclosing or discovering 
to others what was before unknown 
to them; appropriately, the 
disclosure or communication of 
truth to men by God Himself …” 
Webster (1828).

 This is the divine act of 
communicating to man what 
otherwise he would not know. 
Revelation is vitally important.

II. The Doctrine

A. As Seen In II Timothy 3:15-17

 Here we have the definitive declaration 
of inspiration.

1. The Action – “Inspiration” 

2. The Agent – “ of God” 

 Not “natural” but “Divine 
inspiration.” Here lies the QUALITY 
of inspiration.

3. The Amplitude – “All Scripture” 

 Here lies the QUANTITY of 
inspiration (Plenary Inspiration).

a. Including the “Canon” – The 

The Presentation:
God Gives the Bible

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE BIBLE
Part II

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Text: II Timothy 3:15-17
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Bible is in all parts the Word of 
God.

b. Including the “Copy.” Paul calls 
Timothy's copies Scripture. 
(Procreation – Gen. 2:7 – The 
breath!).

4. The Aim – “Profitable”1

B. As Seen In II Peter 1:21

1. The Negative – “Came Not” – Not 
of human origin

2. The Positive – “But” – Of divine 
origin

C. As Seen In I Corinthians 2:9-16

 Revelation comes in and is concerned 
with WORDS (vs. 13 – Verbal 
Inspiration)

III. The Description.

 Divine Verbal Plenary Inspiration:

A. Divine

 God is the one Who inspired the 
Scriptures. The Bible is God’s Book! 
Although men were used as instruments 
in its transmission, God is the author. 

 The Bible, even after many generations, 

is STILL God’s Book! One should take 
special note of our text. Paul called the 
copies of the Scriptures which Timothy 
had in his possession “Holy Scriptures.” 
Then Paul tells him that “All Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God …”

 (It is interesting to note that the Revised 
Version translates this verse “Every 
Scripture inspired of God …” Is some 
Scripture not inspired by God? How 
important every Word of God is! “All 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God 
…”)

 What a blessing to know that all 
Scripture is given by inspiration of God! 
We need not join the “Yea, Hath God 
Said?” Society of our day (c.f. Genesis 
3:1).

B. Verbal

 Inspiration extends to the very words 
used. God guided the actual choice of 
the words used without violating the 
human author's vocabulary, 
characteristics and style. God did not 
inspire thoughts or ideas, but words! 
(P.S. – Note how the Word of God – 
both the Son and written – has a divine 
and human side. Inspiration is to the 
written word, what Impeccable is to the 
Son.) 

C. Plenary

 Inspiration is “full,” extending to every 
portion of the Bible, even to the most 
minute detail. The Bible does not 
contain the Word of God, it is the Word 
of God.

(This is part of a continuing series on the Bible.)

1. This is not a contradiction of II Timothy 2:15, but rather it is 
another important principle of Bible study – the principle of 
application.
It is so important that we learn both of these principles. The 
principle of II Timothy 2:15 is that of "Right Division." We 
must learn to study the Bible with the intent to find out to 
whom God is speaking and for what purpose He spoke. 
Then, and only then, can all Scripture be profitable. We can 
then APPLY (or use) all Scripture and at the same time not 
remove it from its DISPENSATIONAL CONTEXT.
The key then is to first INTERPRET; then APPLY. Remem-
ber that II Timothy 2:15 precedes II Timothy 3:16. All 
Scripture is written for us, but not all Scripture is written to 
us or about us.
(Paul gives the believer, under grace, examples of applying 
the Scriptures: Romans 15:4; II Corinthians 10:11.
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I. The Holy Spirit has unified all of the Saved of 
this Dispensation.

A. This unity of all saved is accomplished by 
the ONE BAPTISM (Ephesians 4:5; I Cor-
inthians 12:13).

B. This unity of all saved is into ONE BODY 
(Ephesians 4:4; 2:16; Romans 12:5; Co-
lossians 3:15).

There is only ONE Body. There is no other 
body in God’s present program.

C. This unity of all saved into One Body is the 
BODY OF CHRIST (I Corinthians 12:27; 
Ephesians 5:30).

D. The Body of Christ is the Church of this 
Dispensation (Ephesians 1:22, 23).

This is the only church of this present 
dispensation. The “church” of the Pauline 
epistles refers to either (1) the whole Body 
of Christ or, (2) the natural geographic 
breakdown of the Body of Christ. 

E. As a result of this unity of all saved, we 
BELONG to each other (Romans 12:5; 
Ephesians 4:25). 

F. As a result of this unity of all saved, there 
is NO DISTINCTION among the members 
(Galatians 3:28).

II. The STANDARD of the Unity of the Spirit.

A. It is an OBJECTIVE STANDARD:

The standard of the unity of all saved is a 
very objective source: “… The Unity of the 
Faith …” (Ephesians 4:13). The standard 
is the WORD OF GOD; specifically the 
Word of God RIGHTLY DIVIDED. The 
basics of unity are SEVEN FOLD:

1. One Body (vs. 4)
2. One Spirit (vs. 4)
3. One Hope (vs. 4)
4. One Lord (vs. 5)
5. One Faith (vs. 5)
6. One Baptism (vs. 5)
7. One God (vs. 6)

B. This standard is found in Paul’s Epistles; 
they are the STANDARD (Galatians 1:8; I 
Corinthians 14:37)!

It should be remembered that Paul is the 
ONLY Bible writer to speak of the Body of 
Christ.

III. We are to Endeavor to KEEP this Unity of the 
Spirit (Ephesians 4:3).

A. The Unity of all saved, POSITIONALLY.

It is important to understand that POSI-
TIONALLY our unity can never be broken. 
We can do NOTHING to change this unity.

B. The Unity of all saved, PRACTICALLY.

Although we are all one in Christ POSI-
TIONALLY, we can break the PRACTI-
CAL unity of the Spirit in our daily lives (I 
Corinthians 12:25).

The Unity of the Church
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH

Part III
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Text: II Timothy 3:15-17
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1. The BREACH OF FELLOWSHIP

Paul WARNS us against such division-
aries (i.e., schismatics; heretics): Acts 
20:29, 30; Romans 16:17.

It should be remembered that ours is a 
“ministry of RECONCILATION”, not 
division (II Corinthians 5).

2. An EXAMPLE of this breach (as seen 
in the Corinthians): I Corinthians 1:10; 
3:3; 11:18.

IV. Areas of Division

A. Doctrinal Apostasy (Galatians 1:8; Ro-
mans 16:17)

B. Disorderly Walk (I Corinthians 5:11)

C. Sectarian Boundaries

Following are man-made divisions that 
exclude saints and separate members of 
the Body of Christ:

1. The Human Organization called 
“Church” (rather than the divine or-
ganism)

a. “Church” Names – i.e., the denom-
inating of the Body of Christ (“the 
act of naming; a class, society or 
collection of individuals called by 

the same name.” – Oxford)1

b. “Church” Headquarters
c. “Church” Membership
d. Buildings called “Church”

2. “Church” Personalities (I Corinthians 
1:12) “Rev. Davis’ church,” “Brother 
Jones’ church,” “my church,” “our 
church,” “their church.”

(Our ONLY loyalty should be to Christ 
and His Word.)

D. The INSTRUCTION concerning those di-
viding up the Body of Christ:

1. Watch for them (Acts 20:31)
2. Mark them (Romans 16:17)
 (Examples: I Timothy 1:20; II Timothy 

1:15; 4:14).
3. Reject them (Titus 3:10).
4. Withdraw from them (I Timothy 6:3-5; 

Galatians 1:8 – Accursed means “To 
be separated from the faithful;” “Cast 
out”  (Webster); “A ban” (Strong); II 
Timothy 3:5).

5. Avoid them (Romans 16:17).

V. The PROPER FUNCTION of All who are 
saved:

A. All saved are to LOVE one another as 
brothers (Romans 12:10; Romans 13:8; 
Galatians 5:13; Ephesians 3:17; 4:15; 5:2; 
Philippians 2:2; I Thessalonians 3:12; 4:9).

B. All saved are to be at PEACE with one 
another (Ephesians 4:3; Colossians 3:15; I 
Thessalonians 5:13; Romans 12:18; Ro-
mans 14:19; II Corinthians 13:11).

C. All saved are to be MEEK (Ephesians 4:1; 
Galatians 6:1; I Timothy 6:11; II Timothy 
2:25).

D. All saved are to be LONGSUFFERING 
(Ephesians 4:1; II Corinthians 6:3; Colos-
sians 3:12).

1. "A few years ago two Christians, hitherto strangers to each 
other, were travelling together in a passenger train when, 
after some conversation about the Lord and His interests, 
one of them leaned forward and said, 'May I ask what 
denomination you belong to?' 'Well, that is a common 
enough question,' replied the other, 'but will you first say 
what you think is to guide me in my path as a Christian?'He 
agreed at once that it was the Word of God alone that could 
with certainty direct him. 'Then, if you will allow me,' said 
his fellow-traveller, 'I will answer your question by 
proposing another; viz., WHAT DENOMINATION DOES 
THE WORD OF GOD PUT ME INTO?'  After some silent 
deliberation he said, 'Why, none at all.'  'Then I can't belong 
to one at all,' replied the other.  'For if I did (based on your 
own answer) I should clearly be in a position where the 
Word of God had not placed me.'"  Are You a Member? And of What? – by G. Cutting (p. 8).
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E. All saved are to be KIND to one another 
(Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:12).

F. All saved are to DO GOOD to one another 
(Gal. 6:10).

G. All saved are to be GENTLE with one 
another (Galatians 5:22; II Timothy 2:24).

VI. SELECTIVE READINGS

“Now we are all agreed, surely, that the Christian 
Church should be one, that she was meant by 
God to be one. And therefore, we must agree, 
further, that it is a tragedy that division ever 
entered into the life of the church. In addition we 
must all regard schism as a grievous sin." – Martin 
Lloyd-Jones, The Basics of Christian Unity

+ + + +

“I ask that men make no reference to my name 
and call themselves not Lutherans but Christians. 
What is Luther?... How, then, should I, a poor 
evil-smelling maggot sack have men give to the 
children of Christ my worthless name?” – Ewald 
Plass, quoting Martin Luther in What Luther Says 
– an Anthology (Vol. II, p. 856).

+ + + +

“And as for those factious titles of (Ana) Baptist, 
Presbyterian, Independent or the like, I conclude 
that they come from neither Antioch nor from 
Jerusalem, but from hell and Babylon, for they 
tend to division.” John Bunyan’s Complete 
Works (p. 818).

+ + + +

“Let my name perish; but let Christ’s name last 
forever … for I say of the Baptist name, let it 
perish, but let Christ’s name last forever. I look 
forward with pleasure to the day when there will 
not be a Baptist living. I hope they will soon be 
gone.” – Charles H. Spurgeon, The Spurgeon 
Memorial Library (Vol. I, p. 168).

+ + + +

“I say to those who are called Methodists; for, let 
it be well observed that this is not a name which 
they take to themselves, but one fixed upon them 
by way of reproach, without their approbation or 
consent. I should rejoice (so little ambitious am I 
to be at the head of any sect or party) if the very 
name might never be mentioned more, but if it be 
buried in eternal oblivion …” Works of John 
Wesley (Vol. 5, p. 240).

+ + + +

“God help us all to forget party names and to 
become Christians in deed and in truth!” from 
George Whitefield’s Philadelphia’s Courthouse 
Message

+ + + +

“Do you get any comfort out of the divisions in 
the church of God? I hope you don’t. I hope you 
have never said that it is a part of the Divine plan 
that Christendom should be split into a thousand 
fragments. I tell you it isn’t.” – G. Campbell Mor-
gan, The True Essence of Life (p. 191).

+ + + +

“After this glorious assurance to them [the Corin-
thians], the apostle [Paul] immediately turns to 
the deadly troubles which were manifest in the 
assembly at Corinth. Later in the epistle he speaks 
of the horrible fact that one of them, and that a 
man held in honor, had his own father’s wife 
(chapter 5)! Then in chapter 6 they are going to 
law with one another, and that before the unrigh-
teous! And later, you remember, in I Corinthians, 
he reveals the heresies that were among them – 
that ’there was no resurrection of the dead …’

“But the apostle Paul takes up none of these 
troubles at the beginning! He immediately opens 
his exhortation to them by taking up the deadliest 
of all their sin, that of sectarianism. For just as 
legalism destroys the grace of the Gospel, so does 
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sectarianism destroy the consciousness in the 
believer of being both a member of Christ and a 
member of every other believer: and all exhorta-
tion loses its power; for it is as members of Christ 
and of one another that believers have their 
fellowship …

“Sectarianism is, we sincerely believe, the most 
unjudged, and the most insidious and deadly sin 
of Christendom! Many reading these words are 
right now claiming the right to call themselves by 
some other name than the Scriptures give them. 
Some will be highly offended at what we are 
saying, and that is the purpose of this article. It 
is time you were offended, that you might dis-
cover how far you are walking from the truth.

“I say, this is the great, unjudged sin among 
believers. For with perfectly unabashed, yea, self-
righteous faces, they will name themselves by the 
name of some sect, and will actually regard those 
who reprove them for this sin with astonishment 
and indignation. Yea, these denominationalists 
are so utterly ignorant of the sin in which they are 
walking, that they will despise those who reprove 
them as ‘not belonging to a received and 
respected denomination!’ They will even affect to 
pity such as are outside the pale of what they 
regard as ‘respectable Christianity.’” – William R. 
Newell, Stirring Up the Nest: Is 
Denominationalism Doomed?

+ + + +

“A sect is, then, a religious corporation, united 
upon another principle than that of the body of 
Christ.”  – J.N. Darby, What is a Sect

+ + + +

“There is no such thing in Scripture as being a 
member of a church. Every true believer is a 
member of the church of God – the body of 
Christ, and can therefore no more be, properly, 
a member of anything else, than my arm can be 
a member of another body.” – C.H. Mackintosh, 

The Macintosh Treasury (page 815).2

+ + + +

Conclusion:

“While this may sound like wishful thinking, 
each believer is responsible to God for doing his 
part to KEEP THE UNITY OF THE SPIRIT. We 
have arrived on the scene late in the history of 
the church. We had little or nothing to do in 
causing the divisions. The denominations were 
already on the scene when we arrived. Many 
have thus concluded that our duty is to ‘join the 
church of our choice’ and work as best we can 
within the framework of that particular denomi-
nation. God has not so ordered. We stand com-
plete in Christ (Colossians 2:10). Why try to add 
to this completeness by joining some man-made 
organization? We are members of the body of 
Christ by virtue of the one baptism. Why submit 
to water ceremonies that were just as Israelitish 
as circumcision and animal sacrifices? (See Co-
lossians 2:11-12).

“Our responsibility is to keep this unity by taking 
our place outside the camp of organized Chris-
tendom. The Hebrews were told to go unto 
Christ outside of the camp, bearing His reproach 
(Hebrews 13:13); the Corinthians were warned 
against being yoked together with unbelievers 
and were urged to ‘come out from among them’ 
(II Corinthians 6:14-18). We cannot change 
church history, but we can each do his part to 
keep the unity of the Spirit by having one and 
only one body, Spirit, hope, Lord, faith, bap-
tism, God and Father. When we claim or prac-
tice more than one of any of these, we have 
broken the unity. This blessed unity can be kept 
only when we take our stand in love for all who 
know and love our Lord Jesus, and seek His 
guidance [through the Word] in a spirit of meek-
ness and reverence.” Shiflet, The Unity of the 

2. All of the quotes in this section are taken from "The Sin of 
Sectarianism" by Jack Langford and is available FREE by 
simply writing to: Box 42021, Los Angeles, CA 90042.
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The Divine Purpose of Marriage
Section B: Co-Laborship, Concordance, Co-habitation & Coitus

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOME
Part III

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Text: Genesis 2:18-25

CO-LABORSHIP

“I will make him an HELP meet for him” 
(vs. 18).

God fashioned Eve to be Adam's help meet. 
The wife is to be her husband's primary helper, 
his foremost assistant, his partner for life.

Adam was given the duty to dress and keep the 
garden. This was a large task. God brought Eve 
to Adam to become his LIFE-PARTNER in this 
activity. James Strong (Hebrew #5828) de-
fines the word translated help meet as “aid.”

The function of the wife is to come along the 
side of her husband and “aid” him in the duties 
of his life. A look at the virtuous woman of 
Proverbs chapter 31 will serve to illustrate this 
point well.

CONCORDANCE

“I will make him an help MEET for him” 
(vs. 18).

The idea of Co-laborship and Concordance 
actually go hand-in-hand: HELP-MEET. The 
word meet means "fit; suitable; proper" 
(Webster). God made Eve just for Adam, and 
Eve was just what Adam needed! She was his 
help MEET! How ideally the woman is suited 
for the man! She is, to use the definition of 

E.W. Bullinger in his Companion Bible, his 
“COUNTERPART!”

Clyde E. Besson tells us that “The word trans-
lated help meet is very interesting in the He-
brew. The thought is that of ‘making complete’ 
and it comes from the concept of complimenta-
ry colors.” Growing Together (p. 4).

God did not bring Eve to Adam’s “aid” by 
simply duplicating his nature, abilities and 
qualities. He brought new and rounded dimen-
sions to Adam. And the qualities that were in 
Eve produced a completeness that was 
“good.” Remember that God had said that “it 
is not good that man should be alone” (vs. 
18), and His solution to the “not good” of lone 
Adam, was in the “good” of Eve. Therefore, a 
wife is said to be a “good” thing:

“Whoso findeth a wife findeth a good 
thing, and obtaineth favour of the LORD” 
(Proverbs 18:22).

The Greek word translated as “meet” also 
means “worthy” as its alternate translation will 
reveal (compare Matthew 3:8; Luke 3:8). The 
woman truly adds “worthy” dimensions to the 
man. She is his completer. Adam and Eve were 
two halves of a whole. The design of God in 
joining them was harmony, concordance; a 
fitting union!
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CO-HABITATION

“Therefore shall a man LEAVE his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his 
wife” (vs. 24).

God's intention is that the husband and wife 
LIVE together. They are to create their own 
identity together. The two of them now consti-
tute “home.”

God did not intend that the husband and wife 
live independent lives. They are to share their 
lives together. Special care should be taken 
that choices are not made in the process of 
married life that allow the husband and wife be 
apart from each other for prolonged or fre-
quent periods. This is contrary to the purpose 
of marriage.

The importance of the husband and wife being 
together is greatly emphasized during the peri-
od of the Law by the fact that the husband was 
not to leave his new wife for a year, not even 
for battle or business!

“When a man hath taken a new wife, he 
shall not go out to war, neither shall he be 
charged with any business: but he shall be 
free at home one year, and shall cheer up 
his wife which he hath taken” 
(Deuteronomy 24:5).

COITUS

“… They shall be one flesh. And they 
were both naked, the man and his wife, 
and were not ashamed” (vs. 24, 25).

The beauty of that verse! The marriage rela-
tionship is designed by God to be wonderful 
and full of intimate (“naked”) and uninhibited 

(“were not ashamed”) pleasure for the hus-
band and wife.

Sexual intercourse and pleasure are a part of 
the design of God! They are a part of His plan 
for marriage:

“Marriage is honorable in all, and the bed 
undefiled: but whore-mongers and adul-
terers God will judge” Hebrews 13:4.

This aspect of the husband and wife relation-
ship is sometimes, if not often, viewed as being 
somewhat less than divine and godly; but re-
member the old saying, “The Bible is the final 
authority in all matters of faith and practice.” 
The Bible can be your guidebook and manual 
for this area of life too; and the more you study 
in this area the more surprised you will become 
about how powerfully the Bible discusses this 
subject. Unlike the “Puritanical” view of sexual 
relations in marriage that present it as a 
“necessary evil,” the Bible presents a strongly 
positive view of the husband’s and wife’s en-
joyment of each others’ bodies. There are 
many amazingly “explicit” passages in the Bi-
ble on this subject. Howbeit, most of them, 
according to James Strong’s Lexicon, are 
beautifully expressed by euphemisms 
(abbreviated as euphem.). A euphemism is 
defined as “a mild or round-about expression 
substituted for one considered improper or too 
harsh or blunt.” The Bible addresses this sub-
ject very discreetly.

For some examples of such passages, read 
carefully I Corinthians 7:2-5; Proverbs 5:15-19; 
and the book Song of Solomon. We will look 
at some of these passages at more detail in 
future lessons.

(This is part of a continuing series on the home.)
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ARDLEY, JOHN (English martyr)

“If I had as many lives as I have hairs on my head, 
I would lose them all before I would lose Christ.”

(Last Word” of Saints and Sinners, Herbert Lock-
yer, p.140)

BROWNING, ELIZABETH (English Poetess)

“It is beautiful!”

(Dying Words, A.H. Gottschall, as recorded in 
Voices from the Edge of Eternity by John G. 
Myers, p. 59)

BROOKS, JOHN (1825, Governor of Massachusetts)

“I see nothing terrible in death. I’m looking to the 
future; I have no fears. I know whom I have 
believed … Oh, what a ground of hope there is in 
that saying of Paul that God is in Christ reconcil-
ing the guilty world to Himself, not imputing their 
trespasses unto them.”

(Last Words of Saints and Sinners, Herbert Lock-
yer, p. 96)

 BEAUMONT (a Roman Catholic prelate)

“What! is there no escaping death?”

(Last Word” of Saints and Sinners, Herbert Lock-
yer, p. 71)

CARPENTER, GEORGE (1827 Martyr of Munich)

“My wife and my children are so beloved that 
they cannot be bought for all the riches of the 
Duke of Bavaria: but for the Love of my Lord I 
will willingly forsake them. Jesus, Jesus. Jesus!”

(Last Words of Saints and Sinners, Herbert Lock-
yer, p. 143)

ALLEINE, JOSEPH ( 1634-1667 – Non-conformist 
preacher)

“This vile body shall be changed like Christ’s 
glorious body. Oh, what a glorious day will be the 
day of the resurrection! My life is hid with Christ 
in God.”

(Last Words of Saints and Sinners, Herbert Lock-
yer, p. 53)

A Selection of
The Last Words of the Dying

Part I

 I just finished reading BSN 
#19. God bless you brother!  
There is no doubt in my 
mind that you are walking 
down the right path ... The 
first thing that ever 
impressed me about you 
when  I started reading your 
notebook a year or so ago, 
was not your doctrine, but

 the fact that you were a 
"gleaner."

You have the unique ability to overlook the writer and the 
message as a whole, and seek out the pearls of wisdom that 
may be mixed up with the garbage. Many times, people tend 
to mix up the message with the messenger. If the messenger 
is not perfect (i.e., think as we think) then the message is 

inherently wrong also …

"On your Back to Basics selective readings, I have these 
comments: (1) The clubs that call themselves 'churches' must 
maintain a building in order to have a sterile environment from 
which they can display their worldly attitude of piety. (2) If we 
allow just anyone into our homes on a regular basis, people 
will get to know what we are really like, rather than what we 
act like on Sunday …

"You are doing a good job. Keep up the good work!"  ILLINOIS

"Thank you for the BSN. The articles are so clear and simple."  
NEW YORK

"I was so excited to see the selection of books concerning the 
comparison of the KJV and other 'modern' translations..." 
GEORGIA
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A collection of rare and hard-to-find Bible study materials for the serious-minded, hungry-hearted students of Scripture, as well as 
important selections for the Christian home. Most of these books are “unknown” to the members of the Body of Christ at large. 
Most are not available at your local “Christian” bookstore. They are, however, available from Pilkington & Sons.
American Dictionary Of The English Language (#5713) by 
Noah Webster. This is a must for every home! This is Noah 
Webster’s 1828 edition of his famous dictionary. Contains scrip-
ture references, etymologies from 28 languages and pronunci-
ations. 1,800 pp. HB

Be Likeminded (#1046) by Daniel Andersen. When Paul ex-
horts believers to be “likeminded” he is not entreating them to 
comply with the same code or creed, or to conform to the same 
confession or catechism. Rather he is appealing to them to 
accept others as Christ Himself accepts them. 23 pp. BK

Church Epistles, The (#4101) by E.W. Bullinger. Focusing on 
Paul’s letters written to the churches, presenting them as God’s 
unique revelation, expounding the great truth of the mystery, 
the Body of Christ. 296 pp. HB 

Classic Christianity (#3930) by Bob George. A Basic introduc-
tion into the believer's identification in Christ. Easy, enjoyable, 
and enlightening reading.  205 pp. PB

Complete Green Letters, The (#3908) by Miles J. Stanford. 
Five of Stanford’s best loved classic works have been collected 
together into this one volume: “The Green Letters,” “The Princi-
ple of Position,” “The Ground of Growth,” “The Reckoning that 
Counts” and “Abide Above.” 320 pp. PB

Exquisite Agony (Formerly titled: Crucified By Christians) 
(#8888) by Gene Edwards. Believers suffer some of the deepest 
pain of their lives at the hands of other Christians. 113 pp. PB

Decision Making & the Will of God (#4449) by Gary Friesen. 
Provides a Biblical alternative to the traditional view and re-
claims the believer back his adult sonship. 452 pp. PB

Dispensational Truth (#5137) by Clarence Larkin. An invalu-
able work with 115 magnificent charts and illustrations. 176 pp. 
HB

Don’t Waste Your Sorrows (#4381) by Paul E. Billheimer. This 
book offers refreshing insights into God’s eternal purpose for each 
Christian in the midst of life’s greatest adversities. 130 pp. PB

Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (#1501) by John Foxe. Eye-opener of 
church history. Read the story that you missed. 335 pp. HB

Grace Awakening (#4223) by Chuck Swindoll. Your heart will 
be awakened to the truths of grace in daily living. 378 pp. PB

God Gave Wine: What the Bible Says About Alcohol (#5768) 
by Kenneth L. Gentry Jr. For the last 300 years Americans have 
been taught that biblical teaching forbids the drinking of alcohol-
ic beverages. But does it? This book demonstrates from the 
Bible the error of those who demand either prohibition or ab-
stention. 168 pp. PB 

How To Enjoy the Bible (#3242) by E.W. Bullinger. You’re 
guided in the adventure of open and honest study of the Scrip-
ture from within – allowing it to speak for itself. 464 pp. PB 

How To Quit Church Without Quitting God: 7 Good Reasons 
to Escape the Box (#1604) by Martin Zender. Still in church? 
You will be challenged. Already quit? You will be comforted. 
Never been? You are more spiritual than you think. Something 
is rotten in Pew-land. 186 pp. HB

Our Great Commission: What Is It? (#3335) by C.R. Stam. A 
compelling look at the current commission for the Body of Christ 
and how it differs with the so called “Great Commission.” 142 
pp. PB

Pagan Christianity: The Origins of Our Modern Church Practices 
(#3106) by Frank Viola. This book proposes that most of what we 
Christians do in our churches has no root in the Scriptures! If you 
are a Christian who is content with status quo “churchianity,” then 
you will not want to read this book. 304 pp. PB

Paul versus Peter, Or Remarks on Galatians 1 & 2 (#3374) by 
William R. Newell. This work shows the distinguishing difference 
between the gospels preached by Peter and Paul. 76 pp. PB

Real Baptism: Religious Ritual or Spiritual Reality (#3402) by 
Charles Baker. A most helpful survey of all the references to 
baptism in the New Testament. Penetrating insight and thought 
provoking analysis of key Bible passages. 76 pp. PB

Things That Differ: The Fundamentals of Dispensationalism 
(#3487) by C.R. Stam. This book demonstrating the fact that the 
dispensational method of Bible Study is the only one by which 
the Bible makes sense. Opens eyes to what Paul called, “the 
revelation of the mystery.” 291 pp. HB

Turkeys & Eagles (#4073) by Peter Lord. A masterful story that 
goes to the heart of Christian living. Liberating. 102 pp. PB

Two Babylons (#4505) by Alexander Hislop. A well-known, 
much referred to study of how Christianity has taken traditions 
from heathen systems of belief. It investigates some of the 
practices in papal worship. 330 pp. HB

Two-Fold Purpose of God (#3507) by C.R. Stam. A helpful 
presentation of dispensational truth beginning (Gen. 1:1). 
Shows clearly God’s two purposes (with the heaven and the 
earth). 85 pp. PB

Your Lord is a Blue Collar Worker:  A Meditation of the 
Sanctity and Dignity of the Workplace (#0015) by Gene Ed-
wards. Each day he will go to work in a carpenter shop. In that 
shop he will sweat and get blisters on his hands. He will learn 
to handle grumpy customers. Most of all, he will be immersed 
in the daily grind of working for a living. Meet your Lord... the 
day-laborer!  82 pp. PB
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