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Issue 22

The Bible is the foundation of the believer’s life. 
In fact the Bible is the believer’s life. Take the 
Bible from the believer and his spiritual life will 

starve. The church has an important role in the life of 
the believer as it is a divinely appointed “classroom” 

for learning Bible doctrine.1

I. The IMPORTANCE of learning Bible doctrine

The believer must fully possess doctrine for edifi-
cation.

The believer must fully possess Bible doctrine for 
the process of edification to take place in the soul. 
Doctrine builds an edifice in the believer’s soul. 
Doctrine is the ultimate solution to all problems. 
Doctrine is eternally located in the Bible (See II 
Timothy 3:10; Romans 15:14; I Corinthians 1:5; 
Colossians 1:9; Ephesians 4:13-15).

A. The VALUE of Bible study

Bible doctrine gives us:

1. The KNOWLEDGE of God

This is the supreme purpose of the Bible 
(John 5:39; Luke 10:39, 42; Philippians 
3:10). Bible study is not an end unto itself; 
rather it is a means to an end. And that end 

is to know God. How else can we know 
Him? (c.f. Job 11:7-10).

If you want to know someone well you must 
spend time with them. If we want to know 
God we must spend time with His Word.

2. The PROVISION for spiritual growth

The Bible is the source of all spiritual life 
and growth. It is a spiritual book (John 
6:63). To be filled with the Spirit is to be 
filled with the Word (c.f. Acts 20:32; Ro-
mans 16:25; Ephesians 3:16-19; 5:18; 
Colossians 3:16; II Thessalonians 2:17).

3. The MIND of Christ

The mind (i.e., will & purpose) of Christ is 
only available to us through divine revela-
tion. God has made the revelation avail-
able to the believer through Paul’s epistles 
(c.f. I Corinthians 2:16 and context).

We are to “let” it have access into us 
(Philippians 2:5). There is nothing mystical 
here, just a simple studying of, and medi-
tation on Pauline doctrine. As Christ’s re-
vealed mind operates in us we have a 
renewed mind (Romans 12:1, 2), thus 
giving us a new outlook:

1. Education is the acquisition of truth. Truth has been forever 
located in the written Word of God. “Thy Word is truth” 
(John 17:17b). (continued on page 211)
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Dear Saints,

Grace greetings.  Things are settling down a little from our 
move. The library and Grace Clearinghouse are now up 
and running once again. We are sorry for any book 
delivery delay that may have resulted.

Our greatest apology goes to each of you who are 
subscribers to the BSN. The move caused some delay in 
getting out the last issue. In fact we are still running a 
little behind, but we are working hard on "catching up." 
Thank you for your patience in this regard!

The work in the Hampton Roads' area continues to go 
well. I have been returning on a weekly basis during this 
transitional phase. I thank God for the faithful men who 
are standing and giving of themselves to see the Lord's 
work continue.

As for my family and I here in Elam, we are settled and 
awaiting your visit. A major part of our reason in moving 
to Central Virginia was to begin a more expanded, person-
al ministry of hospitality. If you have not come for a visit 
yet, maybe because you are too shy, or because you 
would feel like you were imposing, or because you are 
waiting for us to get things settled down a little more, you 
are waiting in vain. In fact, you are getting passed up! We 
have already had a steady flow of saints "down on the 
farm." Indeed, we have actually spent few nights alone, 
and that is just like we want it! You must face the facts 
with us -- we're simply addicted and you are our "fix" (I 
Corinthians 16:15; I Timothy 3:2)!

At the time of this writing we have been in Elam for about 
seven weeks, and for the nights that we have been home 
we have averaged more than two over-night guests per 
night. We have had as many as eight at a time, and we 
thoroughly enjoyed every night of it!

Now, why do I tell you all of this? Because I am trying to 
get any of you who may still be skeptical of our offer to 
seriously consider coming our way for a little time of 
personal and/or family R&R. Give us a call and let us know 
what would be a good time for you to come for a visit. We 
need to fill up our calendar!

 
Your Brother,
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
11/1994
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a. As to ourselves (i.e., who we really are) – 
Romans 6:11; 7:18; John 6:63; Philippi-
ans 3:3; Galatians 2:20.

b. As to other saints – Philippians 2:3, 4.
c. As to the things of the Word (and the 

things of God) – II Corinthians 4:18; 
Philippians 4:11-12; I Corinthians 
7:31; Colossians 3:1-3.

d. As to our cares (i.e., troubles & trials) 
– Philippians 4:6; II Corinthians 4:16-
18.

e. As to our purpose and function on the 
earth – II Corinthians 5:18-20.

The renewed mind is nothing more or less 
than a Bible re-education. When believers 
have the mind of Christ they are of “one 
mind” (Romans 15:6; II Corinthians 
13:11; Philippians 1:27; 2:2), or the “same 
mind” (Romans 12:16; I Corinthians 1:10; 
Philippians 3:15, 16; 4:2).

4. The SOURCE of doctrinal purity

Bible doctrine provides the needed correc-
tion of:

a. incomplete teaching
b. exaggerated teaching
c. false teaching

(c.f. I Thessalonians 5:21; Mark 7:13; Mat-
thew 15:6-9)

5. The KNOWLEDGE of our place in divine 
history

We are part of God’s dispensation 
(administration) of grace. God is now rec-
onciling both Jew and Gentile into ONE 
BODY (Ephesians chapters 2 & 3).

6. The PREPARATION for service (II Timo-
thy 3:16-17)

B. A PROPER ATTITUDE toward Bible doctrine 
is necessary

Our attitude toward the Bible is crucial. We 
must accept the Scripture as inspired, inerrant, 
authoritative, relevant and vital.

Beware of the “EMERGENCY USE ONLY” 

syndrome that affects many believers. They 
keep the Bible handy for emergencies; but the 
Bible is not a “quick fix.” If we intend to 
progress spiritually, we must have a constant 
intake of doctrine.

II. The DIVINE PROCESS of acquiring Bible indoc-
trination: 

THE BELIEVER PERCEIVES AND FULLY 
POSSESSES DOCTRINE THROUGH 
FAITH.

Faith is produced by the Bible.

A. Through hearing – public doctrinal exposure 
(Romans 10:17; Ephesians 1:13; Colossians 
2:7; Colossians 4:16; I Thessalonians 5:27).

B. Through reading – private doctrinal acquain-
tance (I Timothy 4:13).

C. Through study – personal doctrinal examination 
(Acts 17:11; II Timothy 2:15; Proverbs 15:28).

III. The DIVINELY AUTHORIZED agent for Bible 
indoctrination:

THE LOCAL CHURCH – THE “CLASSROOM” 
FOR LEARNING DOCTRINE.

(I Corinthians 4:17; I Thessalonians 5:27; Acts 14:21)

The local church is to be an intensive doctrinal 
training center. It is extremely important for the 
believer to realize the divine authorization of the 
local church as a “classroom” for learning Bible 
doctrine. In the local church the believer is to 
adhere to strict academic discipline (study – II 
Timothy 2:15). There can be no “curve grading” or 
“social promotions” through this curriculum. There 
can be no substitutes. It is critical that the believer 
avails himself of sound Bible teaching of the Pau-
line Bible based local church. Take it seriously!

A. AN INSTRUCTOR

(I Thessalonians 3:2, 3; I Timothy 3:2; 5:17; II 
Timothy 2:24; 4:2)

For this training to take place there must be a 
communicator; an instructor. (Many other 
things have become a substitute for doctrinal 
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instruction).
The job of the elders, among other things is 
faithful proclamation of Bible doctrine (I Tim-
othy 4:6, 15). The believer then needs to 
assure that this doctrine is “taken to heart” 
(i.e., is transferred from the Word to their soul).

B. The GOAL is resident doctrine

Doctrine that simply remains in the Bible is not 
sufficient for the saint. Edification in the life of 
the believer is through the storage and usage of 
Bible doctrine. It is only as doctrine becomes 
resident in the soul that it dictates your course 
of action, thus producing a spiritual walk. It is 
only this “stored doctrine” which produces sta-
bility and usefulness. The believer must have 

this resource available on a day by day, mo-
ment by moment basis.

C. The WORSHIP misnomer

The word “worship” is a contraction of the old 
English “Worthship;” worth meaning value, ex-
cellence, importance, and ship meaning state or 
condition. Thus worship is the operation of one’s 
value system.

Today we hear much emphasis placed on 
worship. Israel had a very ceremonial and 
physical worship system, but ALL worship 
today is centered in the learning and utilization 
of Bible doctrine.

A Selection of
The Last Words of the Dying

Part III

GREY, LADY JANE
(Queen of England for ten 
days; beheaded)

Before the ax fell she ex-
claimed, “Lord, into Thy 
hands I commend my spirit!”

(Dying Words by A.H. 
Gottschall as recorded in Voic-
es from the Edge of Eternity 
by John G. Myers, p. 34)

HONNES, THOMAS
 (1588-1674; English politi-
cal philosopher)

“If I had the whole world, I 
would give it to live one day 
… I’m about to take a leap in 
the dark!”

(Last Words of Saints and 
Sinners by Herbert Lockyer, 
p. 132)

KARSON, KIT
(Indian scout)

“I am going to hell.”

(Dying Testimonies by S. B. 
Shaw as recorded in Voices 
from the Edge of Eternity by 
John G. Myers, p. 163)

Faith and Impressions

“Since true faith is anchored on 
scriptural facts, we are certainly 
not to be influenced by impres-
sions.”

 - Miles Stanford (Green Let-
ters)

To dwell above
  with saints we love,
Oh that will be glory.

But to live below,
    with the saints we 

know;
Well, that’s another story.

    - Unknown

Father

“The most important thing a father 
can do for his children is to love 
their mother.”
    – Theodore Hesburgh

Responsibility

Our only responsibility is to respond 
to His ability.
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After a man and a woman commit them-
selves to each other, thus making them 
husband and wife, they are then free to 

join themselves together in marriage.

I. THE DEFINITION OF MARRIAGE

Before a proper understanding of the Bible’s 
teaching on marriage can be obtained, one 
must first understand what marriage is and 
procure a clear definition of related terms.

A. The Usual Definition and Its Problem

If you asked many folks to define mar-
riage or to tell you when it actually oc-
curred, they might respond with a 
discussion related to a ceremony pursu-
ant to a state marriage license. Yet we 
must not allow our “cultural” under-
standing to cloud the Bible doctrine of 
marriage. In fact the “exchanging of 
vows,” or “covenant” is actually es-
pousement or betrothal, not marriage. 
These “vows” do not constitute mar-
riage, they constitute a “husband and 
wife” relationship. This mutual commit-
ment to one another has undoubtedly 
taken place prior to any ceremony where 
ritualistic “vows” are exchanged.

As we have seen in our last lesson, a man 
and a woman become a husband and a 
wife by covenant. This covenant is 

known as betrothal or espousal. That is, 
when the two dedicate themselves to 
each other there is an engagement. The 
couple are now said, even by modern 
terms, to be engaged. Reflect on this 
word for a moment. What is the defini-
tion of “engage?” It is defined, even in a 
modern dictionary (Webster’s New 
World, Third College Edition) as, “to 
bind (oneself) by promise … to bind by 
a promise of marriage; betroth.” The 
Bible shows this engagement makes a 
man and a woman “husband and wife,” 
and is binding (just as the definition indi-
cated: “to bind by promise …”) This 
covenant binds to such a degree, as we 
noted in the last lesson, that it takes a 
divorce to break its solemn obligation.

According to our text, Joseph and Mary 
were espoused (vs. 18). But they had not 

as yet “come together” (vs. 18).1 But 
they were “husband” and “wife” (vs. 19, 
20). For Joseph to cease his relationship 
of commitment with Mary he would have 

had to “put her away” (vs. 19).2 Joseph 
did not “know” Mary until after the birth 

of Jesus (vs. 25).3

1. This phrase "come together," we shall come to understand, 
is a reference to the actual act "marriage," the sexual union 
of a husband and wife (c.f. I Corinthians 7:5).

2. This phrase "put her away" is a clear reference to divorce 
(c.f. Matthew 19:7 – other references can be compared if 
needed: Deuteronomy 22:19,29; Jeremiah 3:1,8; Matthew 
5:31,32; Mark 10:4,11,12; Luke 16:18; I Corinthians 
7:11,12).

Marriage
The Consummated Union of Husband and Wife

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOME
Part V

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Text: Matthew 1:18-24
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The point is that “marriage” is not to be 
viewed in light of a so-called “marriage 
ceremony” which, as we know it today, 
is nothing more than a religious ritual 

carried over from the Roman church.4

Take Isaac and Rebekah for instance, as 
recorded in Genesis 24:67:

“And Isaac brought her into his 
mother Sarah’s tent, and took Re-
bekah, and she became his wife; 
and he loved her …”

There is no ceremony recorded in this 
passage, not even the mention of a 
“marriage license” (which only became 
prevalent in this country around the turn 

of the century).5

B. The Biblical Definition

For us to have the proper understanding 
and definition of “marriage” we must 
consult the authority. God has revealed 
in His Word all information needed to 
understand the issues of life, and the 
subject of marriage is no exception!

1. Marriage Defined in the Garden of 
Eden.

In the book of Genesis we are imme-
diately introduced to the subject of 
marriage. There was one man and 

one woman. Does anyone question 
that Adam and Eve were the first 
“married couple” in the Bible?

How were they married? What was 
marriage to them? If we can under-
stand this first marriage, ordained 
and arranged by God, we will then be 
better prepared to continue our study 
of this subject through the Scriptures.

“Therefore shall a man leave his 
father and his mother, and shall 
cleave unto his wife: and they 
shall be one flesh. And they 
were both naked, the man and 
his wife, and were not ashamed” 
(Genesis 2:24, 25).

Here we find the definition of mar-
riage. Marriage is a man cleaving to 
his WIFE, thus becoming one flesh, 
i.e., united flesh. Just what is it that 
unites the flesh of a husband and a 
wife? It is the act of coitus – sexual 
intercourse, otherwise known as the 
“marriage act.”

2. Marriage Defined by Jesus Christ

Notice that the definition that is given 
to us in the Garden of Eden is repeat-
ed by our Lord Jesus Christ:

“And said, For this cause shall a 
man leave father and mother, 
and shall cleave to his wife: 
and they twain shall be one 
flesh? Wherefore they are no 
more twain, but one flesh. 
What therefore God hath 
joined together, let not man 
put asunder” (Matthew 19:5, 6).

3. This word “know,” we shall come to understand, when used 
in connection with a husband and wife, is a reference to the 
sexual act of “marriage.”

4. It must be remembered that the Roman Church views 
“marriage” as a sacrament. Therefore it must be sanc-
tioned by the church via a religious rite conducted by a 
priest. Thus, according to them, passage is given into the 
holy sacrament of wedlock.

5. “Webster’s Dictionary gives as one of the definitions of 
marriage ‘an intimate or close union.’ Nowhere within that 
definition is there a prerequisite for formalized licensing by 
the State.” Marvin Mitchelson, Living Together (p. 64).
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3. Marriage Defined by Paul

Once again, Paul repeats the defini-
tion from Eden:

“For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and 
shall be joined unto his wife, 
and they two shall be one 
flesh” (Ephesians 5:31).

4. Marriage Clearly Defined

There is also a definition of marriage 
that is found in Genesis 38:8 that 
should be unmistakable to the careful 
reader:

“And Judah said unto Onan, 
Go in unto thy brother’s wife, 
and marry her, and raise up 
seed to thy brother.”

The relationship between “husband 
and wife,” by divine plan, is to fulfill 
the need for companionship on the 
highest and fullest level. This com-
panionship is entered by a covenant. 
But marriage itself involves the phys-
ical union of coitus between a hus-
band and his wife.

Marriage is the consummated 
union of husband and wife.

II. A MAN IS TO MARRY HIS WIFE

The following references will show that in all 
of these references the woman is said to be 
the man’s wife before the marriage (union of 
coitus):

“Therefore shall a man leave his father 
and his mother, and shall cleave unto 
his WIFE: and they shall be one 
flesh” (Genesis 2:24).

“When a man hath taken a WIFE, and 
married her” (Deuteronomy 24:1a).

“Now there were with us seven breth-
ren: and the first, when he had mar-
ried a WIFE, deceased, and, having no 
issue, left his wife unto his brother” 
(Matthew 22:25).

“For this cause shall a man leave his 
father and mother, and shall be joined 
unto his WIFE, and they two shall be 
one flesh” (Ephesians 5:31).

III. SOME INTERESTING POINTS OF THE LAW

A. If a man who has no wife and joins flesh 
with a woman who has no husband, he 
is to make her as his wife:

“And if a man entice a maid that is 
not betrothed, and lie with her, he 
shall surely endow her to be his 
wife” (Exodus 22:16).

B. But if a man joins flesh with a woman 
who is a married wife (the sin of adultery) 
they shall both die:

“If a man be found lying with a 
woman married to an husband, 
then they shall both of them die, 
both the man that lay with the 
woman, and the woman: so shalt 
thou put away evil from Israel” 
(Deuteronomy 22:22).

(This is part of a continuing series on the home.)
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I don’t speak lightly when I say that Augustine, 
fourth century bishop of Hippo [North Africa], 
was the most influential Christian teacher of all 

time … The list of doctrines and practices that 
Augustine either initiated or to which he gave his 
authority is impressively long. The following is only 
a partial list of what he taught:

 that Mary was born and lived her entire life 
without actual sin [Augustine’s “On Nature 
and Grace” chap. 42];

 that unbaptized infants are eternally damned 
[Augustine’s “On Forgiveness of Sins and Bap-
tism of Infants” bk. 1, chap. 21];

 that sex within marriage is an inherently debased 
act [Augustine’s “Enchridion” chaps. 26, 34];

 that war can be holy [Augustine’s “The City of 
God” bk. 1, chap. 21];

 that there will be no literal millennium 
[Augustine’s “The City of God” bk. 20, chap. 7];

 that there is no forgiveness of sins outside of 
the Catholic church [Augustine’s “Enchiridion” 
chap. 65];

 that there is a purgatory fire [Earl E. Carins, 
“Christianity Through the Centuries”, p. 161];

 that the dead can benefit from sacrifice of the 
Eucharist [Augustine’s “Enchiridion” chap. 
110]; and

 that it is proper for a Christian state to perse-
cute heretics [Augustine’s “Donatists” chap. 
2].”

NOW consider:

Augustine developed the following set of doctrines:

1. As a result of Adam’s fall, man is totally de-
praved. He is absolutely unable to do anything 
good or to save himself. In fact, he’s even 
unable to believe or have faith in God.

2. Therefore, humans can believe in God or have 
faith in Him only if by grace He first gives them 
this faith or belief. Man has no free will to 
choose either to believe or not to believe.

3. God’s decision to save one person and con-
demn another, to give faith to one person and 
withhold it from another, is totally arbitrary. 
There’s nothing we can do to influence God’s 
choice.

4. Before the creation of the world, God arbitrari-
ly predestined (not simply foreknew) who 
would be saved and who would be damned. 
There’s nothing we can do either in this life or 
the next to change these matters.

5. The elect, those who were predestined for 
salvation, cannot possibly lose their salvation. 
Those predestinated for damnation cannot 
possibly be saved.

6. No one can know whether or not he or she is 
of the elect. God gives many people the gift of 
faith so that they believe, are baptized, and 
walk in Jesus’ commandments. However, 
some of them haven’t been predestined for 
salvation and ultimately won’t persevere. The 
gift of perseverance is a separate gift from that 
of faith. We have no way of knowing who in 
the church has been given the gift of persever-
ance [Augustine’s “On Predestination of the 
Saints”].  

Augustinism
Alias, Calvinism

by – David Bercot
Taken from Will the Real Heretics Please Stand Up? (pp. 148, 151, 152)
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John Calvin Revisited
by – Gene Edwards

How to Meet (chapter 24, abridged)

Just who is this fellow named John Calvin who 
invented the Sunday church service? If you 
think you know, you are in for a shock!

I have a theory. Some 500,000,000 Protestants 
go to church on Sunday morning enduring the 
church service which John Calvin invented be-
cause they unconsciously believe it is God’s way 
of punishing them for their sins! Go to church, 
endure its agonies, and God calls it even! You 
have been properly punished and earned forgive-
ness by doing penance! You suffered through a 
Sunday church service!!

That brings us to John Calvin.

There is a truism about history. If you change 
history, you are a hero. Calvin is a hero.

He fathered many denominations.

The government-financed church of Scotland 
came about by way of Calvin. And in Europe if 
anyone tells you, “I belong to the Reformed 
church,” he is telling you he goes to the church 
founded by John Calvin. In North America they 
call themselves Presbyterians.

Calvin is praised as having one of the most titanic 
minds in human history. His lectures, known to the 
world as “Calvin’s Institutes,” are (excuse the pun) 
an institution of the Protestant faith. These lectures 
when bound together as books – with small print – 
are about a yard thick. It takes years to read them. 
Has any man in history ever had so many of his 
thoughts, words, ideas, philosophies and theologies 
preserved? Possibly not.

There are nice stories told about the man among all 
Reformed churches and seminaries. (Tread softly, 

you who would so much as raise an eyebrow in his 
direction.)

I raise an eyebrow.

I do not like the fact that 500,000,000 of us have 
to endure the abysmal misery of the Sunday ritual 
he invented. I do not like laymen being silenced. 
I do not like to sit for an eternal hour in an 
auditorium when I could be home, sitting in front 
of my Kenmore dryer watching it go into spin dry! 
Believe me, the second is a lot more fun than the 
first.

What Kind of Man Invented The Sunday 
Morning Service?

Let us return to Geneva, Switzerland, circa A.D. 
1545 and find out.

Geneva was ruled with an iron fist by twenty men. 
They were referred to as the Consistory Commit-
tee. (Yep, everybody was supposed to live consis-
tent with how they were told to live.) Five of these 
men were pastors. Fifteen were church elders. 
Those twenty men ruled Geneva. Calvin ruled the 
twenty.

It was one of the most despotic governments in 
the history of the Western world. It was a police 
state. All the lives of all the people were under 
rule, scrutiny and surveillance. Invasion of privacy 
was the order of the day.

It seems that ministers believed our call is to make 
people sin as little as possible. Here is a man who 
lived by this idea. A city was forced to live that 
way too.
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A few rules? (People with weak hearts should not 
read beyond this point.)

Adultery: Death by burning at the stake.
Witchcraft: Ditto
Missing Church Services Frequently: Death by 

being burned alive.
Heresy: Death by being burned alive. Heresy de-

fined: Anyone who dared disagree with Calvin’s 
Theology.

(I think we are seeing a pattern develop here.)
Everybody got off the first time. Nobody got off 
the third time.

Anyone could be brought before the Consistory. 
Suspicions were tantamount to guilt. You could 
be imprisoned at will.

You were told what kind of clothes to wear. Dress 
was by caste (that is, by your standing in society). 
Calvin believed that all things were predestined by 
God, including your place in society. Pity the poor 
soul who tried to break out of his caste – he was 
in rebellion against divine sovereignty.

Children had to be named after Bible characters. 
A gentleman refused and named his child some-
thing else – he went to jail for four days.

No rouge or “powdering,” no jewelry, no immod-
est dress. (Guess who decided what was and 
wasn’t!) No cards, lace, hunting. No books that 
were not religious. No dancing. No singing of 
non-Christian songs.

If a child struck his parents, he was beheaded.

But, as always, sex was a big no-no. Any sex 
outside of marriage and you were drowned. Preg-
nant outside of wedlock, the same. The man was 
drowned too. You don’t believe? Calvin’s stepson 
was caught and drowned. His daughter-in-law 
was caught and drowned; so were the other two 
people involved.

Tenderhearted soul, this Calvin.

Fourteen women accused of witchcraft were 
burned alive.

Reasoning behind such cruel punishment? I quote 
Calvin:

“When the Catholics are so harsh and violent in 
their defense of their superstitions, are not Christ’s 
magistrates shamed to do less in defense of the 
truth?”

I think Jesus would have been burned alive in 
Geneva.

But what of Calvin the man? Well, he called those 
who disagreed with him: idiots, riffraff, pigs, asses, 
stinking beasts, and dogs.
This is the man who invented the Sunday church 
service! That alone is grounds enough to incite a 
revolution against the boring thing.

Someone put a place card in Calvin’s pulpit ac-
cusing him of hypocrisy. Calvin, as he frequently 
did, went into a blind rage. He could not tolerate 
the slightest disagreement with his views. Well, 
there was a suspect. No evidence, though. Arrest-
ed, the man was brutally tortured for one month. 
Finally he confessed – who wouldn’t? They then 
drove wooden spikes through his feet and forth-
with chopped his head off.

Now to the point. If you lived in Geneva, you had 
to “go to church.” When you did, you sang two 
songs, heard a prayer, sang two more songs, 
heard a prayer, gave an offering, and then sang 
another song. If you went where Calvin spoke – 
St. Peter’s – he spoke from one to three hours. Or 
you could try any of the other dozen Calvinistic 
churches. All had the same service. Calvin genu-
inely believed that people enjoyed doing the 
aforementioned and enjoyed his sermons.

Well, dear brother Calvin, now that you are safely 
dead, may I share with you the truth: We didn’t 

(continued on page 220)
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A collection of rare and hard-to-find Bible study materials for the serious-minded, hungry-hearted students of Scripture, as well as 
important selections for the Christian home. Most of these books are “unknown” to the members of the Body of Christ at large. 
Most are not available at your local “Christian” bookstore. They are, however, available from Pilkington & Sons.
American Dictionary Of The English Language (#5713) by 
Noah Webster. This is a must for every home! This is Noah 
Webster’s 1828 edition of his famous dictionary. Contains scrip-
ture references, etymologies from 28 languages and pronunci-
ations. HB

Be Likeminded (#1046) by Daniel Andersen. When Paul ex-
horts believers to be “likeminded” he is not entreating them to 
comply with the same code or creed, or to conform to the same 
confession or catechism. Rather he is appealing to them to 
accept others as Christ Himself accepts them. 23 pp. BK

Church Epistles, The (#4101) by E.W. Bullinger. Focusing on 
Paul’s letters written to the churches, presenting them as God’s 
unique revelation, expounding the great truth of the mystery, 
the Body of Christ. 296 pp. HB 

Classic Christianity (#3930) by Bob George. A Basic introduc-
tion into the believer's identification in Christ. Easy, enjoyable, 
and enlightening reading.  205 pp. PB

Complete Green Letters, The (#3908) by Miles J. Stanford. 
Five of Stanford’s best loved classic works have been collected 
together into this one volume: “The Green Letters,” “The Princi-
ple of Position,” “The Ground of Growth,” “The Reckoning that 
Counts” and “Abide Above.” 320 pp. PB

Exquisite Agony (Formerly titled: Crucified By Christians) 
(#8888) by Gene Edwards. Believers suffer some of the deepest 
pain of their lives at the hands of other Christians. 113 pp. PB

Decision Making & the Will of God (#4449) by Gary Friesen. 
Provides a Biblical alternative to the traditional view and re-
claims the believer back his adult sonship. 452 pp. PB

Dispensational Truth (#5137) by Clarence Larkin. An invalu-
able work with 115 magnificent charts and illustrations. 176 pp. 
HB

Don’t Waste Your Sorrows (#4381) by Paul E. Billheimer. This 
book offers refreshing insights into God’s eternal purpose for each 
Christian in the midst of life’s greatest adversities. 130 pp. PB

Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (#1501) by John Foxe. Eye-opener of 
church history. Read the story that you missed. 335 pp. HB

Grace Awakening (#4223) by Chuck Swindoll. Your heart will 
be awakened to the truths of grace in daily living. PB

God Gave Wine: What the Bible Says About Alcohol (#5768) 
by Kenneth L. Gentry Jr. For the last 300 years Americans have 
been taught that biblical teaching forbids the drinking of alcohol-
ic beverages. But does it? This book demonstrates from the 
Bible the error of those who demand either prohibition or ab-
stention. 168 pp. PB 

How To Enjoy the Bible (#3242) by E.W. Bullinger. You’re 
guided in the adventure of open and honest study of the Scrip-
ture from within – allowing it to speak for itself. 464 pp. PB 

How To Quit Church Without Quitting God: 7 Good Reasons 
to Escape the Box (#1604) by Martin Zender. Still in church? 
You will be challenged. Already quit? You will be comforted. 
Never been? You are more spiritual than you think. Something 
is rotten in Pew-land. 186 pp. HB

Our Great Commission: What Is It? (#3335) by C.R. Stam. A 
compelling look at the current commission for the Body of Christ 
and how it differs with the so called “Great Commission.” 142 
pp. PB

Pagan Christianity: The Origins of Our Modern Church Practices 
(#3106) by Frank Viola. This book proposes that most of what we 
Christians do in our churches has no root in the Scriptures! If you 
are a Christian who is content with status quo “churchianity,” then 
you will not want to read this book. 304 pp. PB

Paul versus Peter, Or Remarks on Galatians 1 & 2 (#3374) by 
William R. Newell. This work shows the distinguishing difference 
between the gospels preached by Peter and Paul. 76 pp. PB

Real Baptism: Religious Ritual or Spiritual Reality (#3402) by 
Charles Baker. A most helpful survey of all the references to 
baptism in the New Testament. Penetrating insight and thought 
provoking analysis of key Bible passages. 76 pp. PB

Things That Differ: The Fundamentals of Dispensationalism 
(#3487) by C.R. Stam. This book demonstrating the fact that the 
dispensational method of Bible Study is the only one by which 
the Bible makes sense. Opens eyes to what Paul called, “the 
revelation of the mystery.” 291 pp. HB

Turkeys & Eagles (#4073) by Peter Lord. A masterful story that 
goes to the heart of Christian living. Liberating. 102 pp. PB

Two Babylons (#4505) by Alexander Hislop. A well-known, 
much referred to study of how Christianity has taken traditions 
from heathen systems of belief. It investigates some of the 
practices in papal worship. 330 pp. HB

Two-Fold Purpose of God (#3507) by C.R. Stam. A helpful 
presentation of dispensational truth beginning (Gen. 1:1). 
Shows clearly God’s two purposes (with the heaven and the 
earth). 85 pp. PB

Your Lord is a Blue Collar Worker:  A Meditation of the 
Sanctity and Dignity of the Workplace (#0015) by Gene Ed-
wards. Each day he will go to work in a carpenter shop. In that 
shop he will sweat and get blisters on his hands. He will learn 
to handle grumpy customers. Most of all, he will be immersed 
in the daily grind of working for a living. Meet your Lord... the 
day-laborer!  PB
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Your Part
Now that you have read this BSN, it’s your turn.

If the truths presented here have helped you, don’t let these truths 
die in your hands.

Please write to us and let us know your thoughts concerning its content.

Consider assisting us in getting this publication into the hands of those 
who would be encouraged and strengthened by its message:

 Recommend it to your friends and loved ones.
 Order additional copies to give as gifts.
 Keep extra copies on hand to loan to others.

If you have not read the author’s other works, order them today.

We would be honored to have your fellowship in getting this BSN freely 
to those who hunger spiritually. We have daily opportunities to send 
it to pastors, Sunday school teachers, Bible college professors and 
students, Bible class teachers, and prisoners.

like your long lectures nor your order of services 
then; we don’t now. You killed functioning. You 
created a silent “laity.”

Why have I done what I have done to poor 
brother Calvin? There is a very good reason. Men 
today try every which way to justify Calvin’s 
church service ritual. All are truly weak defenses. 
So men fall back on this one: Perhaps God in-
spired Calvin to come up with this service. Would 
God have inspired Calvin to cause 500,000,000 
Protestant Christians to meet this way every Sun-

day morning? But by your reasoning, sir, God 
also inspired Calvin’s Geneva!

I rest my case.

Calvin, some of us are through with your church 
service. There are better ways than this to gather 
together. Night and day have more in common 
than do the way we meet versus the way we could 
meet. There is no comparison.

Isn’t 450 years long enough?  

(continued from page 218)


