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I. The Real Church

The first issue involved in the study of church
history is to properly identify our subject. We must
know what we are looking for in history. Therefore,
we must clearly define the word “church.”

To define the church we must have an authoritative
source. As Bible believers we have such a source!
That source is the Word of God.

A. Defining the Church

When it comes to this particular issue, we

have spent considerable time already in

the pages of the Bible Student’s Notebook

looking at this very issue. Therefore, we

will not take up additional space at this 2.
point, but will simply refer the reader to

the Bible Student’s Notebook series, An

Introduction to the Doctrine of the Church

(which began in issue #18).

B. Selective Readings
We have provided extensive readings on
this subject of the church in a prior issue
of the Bible Student’s Notebook (#19).

What follows are a few additional ones:

1. As Related to Church “Names” Brief Notes

apostolic times maintained a plea
for namelessness which has been
continued right up to the present
day and which, in itself, would form
a most interesting, historical study ...
The believers in the early churches
used various names to describe
themselves, but the most commonly
used in the epistles are ‘saints’ and
‘brethren,” terms which denoted
simply that they were people in
whose hearts a divine work had
been wrought, and that they were
bound together in the family of
God.” — John W. Kennedy, Torch of
the Testimony (p. 35).

As Related to Church Buildings

“The New Testament church was in
no sense a building ... the only church
congregations described in the New
Testament which are designated as
having a specific location besides a
general geographic one are those
which are identified with specific
homes.” — C. Kirk Hadaway, Home
Cell Groups and House Churches (p.
41-42).

(continued on page 283)
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T he ‘Well Established Precedent

One day through the primeval wood
A calf walked home as good calves should;
But made a trail aﬁ bent askew,
A crooked trail as all calves do.
Since then three hundred years have fled,
And I infer the calf is dead.
But still he left behind his trail
And thereby hangs my moral tale.

The trail was taken up next day
By a lone dog that passed that ways;
d then a wise bellwether shee

Pursued the trail o’er hill and glade
Through those old woods a path was made.

And many men wound in and out
And dodged and turned and bent about
And uttered words of righteous wrath
Because ‘twas such a crooked Fathfq
But still they followed —do not aufg —
The first migrations of that cal
And through this winding woodway stalked
Because he wobbled when he walked.

This forest path became a lane
That bent and turned and turned again;
This crooked lane became a road,
Where many a poor horse with his load
Toiled on beneath the burning sun,
And traveled some three miles in one.
And thus a century and a half
They trod the footsteps of that calf.

The years passed on in swiftness fleet,
The road became a village street;
And thus, before men were aware,
A city’s crowded thoroughfare.
And soon the central street was this
Of a renowned metropolis;

And men two centuries and a half
Trod in the footsteps of that calf.

Fach day a hundred thousand rout
Followed this zigzag calf about
And o’er his crooked journey went
The traftic of a continent.

A hundred thousand men were led
Bﬁ one calf near three centuries dead.
They followed still his crooked way,
And lost one hundred years a day;

For thus such reverence is lent
To well established precedent.

Sam Walter Foss (1895)
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“The church is not a building. It is a
company of the redeemed. It is the
body of Christ. In the affluent society
of America the church is popularly
seen as a building in which church
members assemble. Founding a
new church means buying five acres
to assure ample parking space and
building an imposing edifice ... This
modern American concept finds no
support in the Bible ... In the New
Testament times every church was a
church without walls. Congregations
met in homes, in upper rooms, in
patios, in gardens ... The time has
come to free world evangelization
and church multiplication from the
chains which attach it to the erection
of commodious buildings.” — Donald
McGavran, as quoted in Church
Without Walls — Thomas S. Goslin II
(p. 9-10).

3. As Related to Church Denominations

“When the church was very young,
it had no denominations ... [Yet] we
associate the ‘Christian church’ with
denominations, almost as a matter
of course. We commonly use the
word ‘church’ in a sense in which it
is never used in the New Testament.
[Have you ever been asked,] ‘Which
‘church’ do you belong to?’ But in the
New Testament ‘the church’ means
either the whole body of believers
in Christ or a local congregation in a
specific city.” — Ernest Loosley, When
the Church was Young (p. 15).

4. As Related to Church Meetings

“Never during this period [the
first century] is the term [ekklesia]
applied to the building in which
Christians meet. Whether we are
considering the smaller gatherings
of only some Christians in a city or

the larger meetings involving the
whole Christian population, it is in
the home of one of the members
that ekklesia is held — for example in
the ‘upper room.” Not until the third
century do we have evidence of
special buildings being constructed
for Christian gatherings.” — Robert
Banks, Paul’s Idea of Community (p.
41-42, 61).

5. As Related to Church Organization

“It makes a difference how one thinks
about the church. Thinking of it as
an organization dictates one way of
going ... thinking of it as an organism
demands a totally different modus
operandi. When the organizational
aspectis primary —size of membership,
building and budget are decisive ...
and measurable. When its organic
nature is primary — quality of life,
attitudes, relationships are decisive
. and they do not yield easily to
measurement.” — Richard Halverson,
Perspective, Vol. 43, No. 9.

II. The Real Church History

After we have defined our subject (i.e., the church),
then we must establish its pattern. There is ONLY
ONE real (i.e., authentic) church history.

The biblical pattern is quite clear. Paul establishes
elders in every city (Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5); and
the meeting place of the saints was in the home
(Romans 16:5; I Corinthian 16:19; Colossians
4:15; Philemon 2). s it possible to improve on the
Biblical pattern? Hardly!

Therefore, the issue isn’t buildings, organizations;
denominations; institutions; councils; crusades;
“revivals”; seminaries, etc, ... so, we are not
looking for these in our search through church
history. The issue in the Pauline pattern is people
and doctrine.
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III. The Problem in Real Church History

The problem that we face in our search through
church history is APOSTASY. It is important to
understand that apostasy (i.e., a departure from
the truth) has always been present in the history
of the church and that we must be careful to
distinguish between the faithful and the apostate.
Paul warned the Ephesian elders of the danger of
apostasy:

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to
all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost
hath made you overseers, to feed the church
of God, which He hath purchased with His
own blood. For I know this, that after my
departing shall grievous wolves enter in
among vou, not sparing the flock. Also of
your own selves shall men arise, speaking

perverse things, to draw away disciples after
them” (Acts 20:28-30).

This apostasy finds its ultimate and lasting
refinement in the RELIGIOUS SYSTEM. Israel
had this same problem. Who were the followers
of the Lord Jesus Christ’s earthly ministry? Was
it the members of the RELIGIOUS SYSTEM of
that day? No! It was publicans and sinners ...
fishermen, the common, simple men (c.f. Matthew

9:10-11; 11:19; Luke 15:1, 2).

It must be remembered that it was the “common
people” who “heard Him gladly” (Mark 12:37).
Did Jesus come as a religious INSIDER? Not at all!
He was the son of a carpenter (Matthew 13:55)!

In fact, it was the members of the religious system
that were His enemies (c.f. Matthew 3:7-10; 16:6,
12; 12:14-15; 21:43-46; 22:15,18; 23:1-39; 26:3-
5, 14-16, 59; 27:1,2; Mark 3:6; 14:47,53; 7:1-13;
Luke 12:1; 16:14-15; John 2:13-16; 7:31, 32)!

Today, those who desire to follow Paul’s doctrine
and practice must be ever vigilant to the warning of
Acts 20 to “watch and remember” (:21), because
there are “many, which corrupt the word of God”
(Il Corinthians 2:17). These are “false apostles,
deceitful workers, transforming themselves into
the apostles of Christ” (Il Corinthians 11:13-15),
seeking to “bewitch” the believers (Galatians

3:1), thus removing them into “another gospel”
(Galatians 1:6; c.f. I Timothy 4:1-3; II Timothy
4:1-5).

It appears that the Ephesian elders did not take
Paul’s warning in Acts 20 very seriously. For Paul
closes his ministry with Ephesus and the entire
region of “Asia” being “turned away” from him (II
Timothy 1:15). Today this region is predominately
Muslim.

As for Paul, he was imprisoned and put to death
as an “evil doer” (Il Timothy 2:9). History presents
Paul as a martyr of the first Imperial persecution
under Nero. Israel’s ‘Judaism” was a liceo religion
(i.e., it was licensed). Paul’s “grace message,” on
the other hand, being different from it, was not!

The burning of Rome was a major event that
resulted in Christians being made the scapegoats
for this awful arson. Christianity was publicly
declared to be illegal by Rome, and the more that
Paul preached his distinct gospel, the more he
distanced himself and his followers from Judaism,
the “legal” religious umbrella of “freedom.” Every
time Paul taught his mystery gospel he assured
another nail for his coffin. Paul’s gospel was illegal!
It was religiously and “politically incorrect.”

Not only was Paul martyred, but history tells
us that sadistic measures were utilized against
many believers, including being burned alive to
illuminate Nero's gardens.

In spite of these perilous times, Paul, in his final
epistle to Timothy seeks to encourage and edify
him:

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear;
but of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind. Be not thou therefore ashamed of the
testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner:
but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the
gospel according to the power of God” (Il
Timothy 1:7-8).

He then proceeds to give Timothy instructions for
the endurance and longevity of the message and
dispensation of God’s abundant grace:
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“Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the
grace that is in Christ Jesus. And the things
that thou hast heard of me among many
witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful
men, who shall be able to teach others also.
Thou therefore endure hardness, as a good
soldier of Jesus Christ” (Il Timothy 2:1-3).

The hope of the Pauline message was not to be
found in the religious system! Its answer was not in
buildings, denominations, organizations, colleges,
etc. The hope was solely in Pauline doctrine (i.e.,
“the things that thou hast heard of me”) carried
out through the Pauline pattern (i.e., “commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach
others also”).

have done, but according to His mercy He
saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and
renewing of the Holy Ghost” (Titus 3:5).

“Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall
no flesh be justified in His sight: for by the
law is the knowledge of sin” (Romans 3:20).

“But to him that worketh not, but believeth
on Him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness” (Romans 4:5).

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and
that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:
Not of works, lest any man should boast”
(Ephesians 2:8, 9).

Paul warned Timothy of the form of the religious 1. Polycarp (69-156)
system in Il Timothy 3:1-9. This is very helpful to
us in our study of church history. We now know “Polycarp ... taught, ‘He who raised
something as we look through it. We know that Him from the dead will also raise us
the religioug form, the religious system is not what up — if we do His will and walk in
we are looking for! His commandments and love what
He loved, keeping ourselves from all
g . unrighteousness.” [Polycarp’s Letter
Iv. }_(lile;r;(t);fg ing the Problem in Church to the Philippians chapter 2]” — David
Bercot, Will the Real Heretics Please
The problem of apostasy is clearly evident in Stand Up? (p. 65).
the revered “early church fathers,” and is truly
brought to fruition in Constantine and his ultimate 2. Justin Martyr (110-165)
religious system.
“In his ‘First Apology,” Justin Martyr
Because of the vastness of the subject of early explained ‘Those who are
apostasy within church history, we will, at this time, convinced that what we teach is true
be limiting our brief survey of “church history” to and who desire to live accordingly
the Pre-Reformation times. are instructed to fast and to pray
to God for the remission of all their
A. A Sample from the “Early Church past sins. We also pray and fast
Fathers” with them. Then, we bring them to
a place where there is water, and
In this section we shall see some quotes they are regenerated in the same
from the so-called “Early Church Fathers” manner in which we ourselves were
that will stand in stark contrast to Paul’s regenerated.” [First Apology chap.
teaching regarding the grace of God for 61]” — David Bercot, Will the Real
this dispensation. The following verses Heretics Please Stand Up? (p. 88)
should be kept clearly in mind as we read
through these quotes: 3. Hermas (prior to 150)
“Not by works of righteousness which we “Hermas wrote, ‘Only those
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who fear the Lord and keep His
commandments have life with God.
But as to those who do not keep His
commandments, there is no life in
them ... All, therefore, who despise
Him and do not follow His commands
deliver themselves to death, and each
will be guilty of his own blood. But I
implore you to obey His commands,
and you will have a cure for your
sins.” [Hermas’ Shepherd bk. 2,
comm. 7; bk. 3, sim. 10, chap. 2]”
— David Bercot, Will the Real Heretics
Please Stand Up? (p. 65).

Tertullian (140-230)

“Tertullian wrote, ‘Some people
act as though God were under an
obligation to bestow even on the
unworthy His intended gift. They
turn His liberality into slavery ... For
do not many afterwards fall out of
grace? Is not this gift taken away from
many?’ [On Repentance, chap. 6] —
David Bercot, Will the Real Heretics
Please Stand Up? (p. 72).

Clement of Alexandria (150-200)

“Clement of Alexandria, writing in
about 190, said, ‘The Word, having
unveiled the truth, showed to men
the summit of salvation, so that
either repenting they might be saved,
or refusing to obey, they might be
condemned. This is the proclamation
of righteousness: to those who
obey, rejoicing; to those who
disobey, condemnation.” [Clement’s
Exhortation to the Heathen, chapter
11] And again, ‘Whosoever obtains
and distinguishes himself in good
works shall gain the prize of everlasting
life ... Some people correctly and
adequately understand how, but
attaching slight importance to the
works that lead to salvation, they fail
to make the necessary preparation for
attaining the objects of their hope.’

[Clement’s Rich Man, chapters 1, 2]”
— David Bercot, Will the Real Heretics
Please Stand Up? (p. 66).

Origen (185-255)

“Origen, who lived in the early 200s,
wrote, ‘The soul ... [will] be rewarded
according to what it deserves,
being destined to obtain either
an inheritance of eternal life and
blessedness, if its actions shall have
procured this for it, or to be delivered
up to eternal fire and punishments,
if the guilt of its crimes shall have
brought it down to this.” [Origen’s
Of First Things, preface, chapter 5]”
— David Bercot, Will the Real Heretics
Please Stand Up? (p. 66).

Hippolytus (170-236)

“Hippolytus ... who lived at the same
time as Origen, wrote, ‘The Gentiles,
by faith in Christ, prepare themselves
for eternal life through good works.’
[Fragments from Commentaries “On
Proverbs”] He again wrote, ‘[Jesus],
in administering the righteous
judgement of the Father to all, assigns
to each what is righteous according
to their works ... Justification will be
seen in the awarding to each that
which is just; to those who have done
well, there will be justly assigned
eternal happiness. The lovers of
wickedness will be assigned eternal
punishment ... But the righteous will
remember only the righteous deeds
by which they reached the heavenly
kingdom.” [Against Plato, sec. 3]” —
David Bercot, Will the Real Heretics
Please Stand Up? (p. 66).

Cyprian (200-258)

“Cyprian wrote, ‘To prophesy, to cast
out demons, and to perform great
acts upon the earth are certainly
a sublime and admirable thing.
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However, a person does not attain
the Kingdom of Heaven even though
he is found in all these things unless
he walks in the observance of the
right and just way ... There is need
of righteousness so one may deserve
well of God the Judge. We must
obey His precepts and warnings that
our merits may receive their reward.’
[Unity of the Church, sec. 15]

“It is written, ‘He who endures to
the end, the same shall be saved.’
So whatever precedes the end is
only a step by which we ascend to
the summit of salvation. It is not the
final point wherein we have already
gained the full result of the ascent.’
[Unity of the Church, sec. 21]” -
David Bercot, Will the Real Heretics
Please Stand Up? (p. 66, 67, 72).

9. Lactantius (260-330)

“Lactantius, writing in the early 300s,
explained to the Romans, ‘Why, then,
did He make [man] frail and mortal?
... [So] He might set before man
virtue, that is, endurance of evil and
labors, by which he might be able to
gain the reward of immortality ... We
may either lose the true and eternal
life by our sins, or win it by our virtue.’
[Lactantius’ Institutes bk. 7, chap 1]”
— David Bercot, Will the Real Heretics
Please Stand Up? (p. 67).

10. Augustine (354-430)
(For a look at the teachings of Augustine
see the article “Augustinism” in issue #22

of the Bible Student’s Notebook™ )

The Waves of Imperial Persecution Under
the Roman Emperors A.D. 64-313.

1st Persecution: Nero, A.D. 64

Christianitywasdeclared illegal. Christians
were made scapegoats for burning

Rome. Sadistic measures included
burning Christians alive to illuminate
Nero's gardens. Paul was a martyr of this
persecution.

2nd Persecution: Domitian, A.D. 85

Christians were persecuted for refusal to
offer incense to the emperor.

3rd Persecution: Trajan, A.D. 108

Christians’ patriotism was considered
suspect.

4th Persecution: Marcus Aurelius, A.D.
163

Christians were blamed for natural
disasters.

5th Persecution: Septimus Severus, A.D.
200

Conversion to  Christianity ~ was

forbidden.

6th Persecution: Maximinus the Thracian,
A.D. 235

Christian leaders were ordered executed.

7th Persecution: Decius, A.D. 249

This was the first empire-wide
persecution.

8th Persecution: Valerian, A.D. 257

Christians were prohibited the right
of assembly and their property was
confiscated.

9th Persecution: Aurelian, A.D. 270

10th Persecution: Diocletian Galerius,
A.D. 303

This was the most severe and widespread
of the imperial persecutions. All civil rights
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of Christians were suspended. Great
numbers of Bibles were burned. Sacrifice
to gods was required.!

“Conservative estimates would indicate
that around 10,000 Christians were
killed and 20,000 tortured, imprisoned,
or exiled during the reign of Diocletian.”
The History of the New Testament Church
(p. 65-66).

The Change of “Christianity”

Beginning in the fourth century with
Constantine and continuing through
the sixth century the following were
introduced to Christianity by the Church
of Rome:

*  Formal Worship

*  Church Buildings

* Sunday Observance (Constantine
made it a civil holiday)

Prayers for the Dead

The Sign of the Cross

Christmas and Easter

The Use of Images and Relics

The Adoration of Saints

The Mass

Clerical Clothing

The Exaltation of Mary (As a
“perpetual virgin” and the “Mother
of God”)

. The Historical Actions of the Religious

System

1. The Seven Ecumenical Church
Councils

“These  seven councils were
convoked by the Roman emperors
and they were often influenced in
their decisions by these emperors;
they were made up of bishops,
priests, and deacons, but only
bishops could vote; they required

1. This list was compiled from Foxe’s Christian Martyrs
of the World, and The Chronological Charts of Church
History by R. Walton.

a unanimous vote on matters of
doctrine but this was usually gained
by expelling the dissenting minority;
they often conducted their affairs in
an antagonistic, hostile, and unfair
spirit; and they usually settled nothing
for the dissenters usually continued
on in their condemned beliefs.

“The Council of Nicaea, A.D. 325

The Council of Constantinople, A.D.
381

The Council of Ephesus, A.D. 431

The Council of Chalcedon, A.D.
451

The Council of Constantinople, A.D.
553

The Council of Constantinople, A.D.
680

The Council of Nicaea, A.D. 787"

— Roy Gingrich, The History of the
Church (p. 24).

The Crusades of the Roman Catholic
Church

The Crusades were the papal “call
to arms.” These military campaigns
were designed to “conqure” the
“hethean.”

“The Crusades were organized by
the pope, who promised potential
warriors indulgences in exchange
for their services. An indulgence,
a pardon from sin granted by the
[Roman] church, supposedly helped
attain heaven quickly by decreasing
the time spent in purgatory.” — M.E.
Anders, 30 Days To Understanding
Church History (p. 158).

The Crusades were as follows:

e 1st Crusade: A.D. 1096

e 2nd Crusade: A.D. 1147

e 3rd Crusade: A.D. 1189

e 4th Crusade: A.D. 1195

e Children’s Crusade: A.D. 1212
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e 5th Crusade: A.D. 1219
e 6th Crusade: A.D. 1229
e 7th Crusade: A.D. 1248
e 8th Crusade: A.D. 1270

The Inquisition

“The Inquisition of the church of
Rome was, in its days of power, one
of the most terrible engines of tyranny
ever created by man. It is said to date
from about the year 1200 [by Pope
Innocent IlI] ... [and] continued as
an institution ... until ... 1808.

“Until the year 1248, inquisitors had
no buildings of their own, but traveled
about from place to place; after that
date they began to have houses called
courts of the Inquisition, in which
they lived and in which they could
try, torture, and imprison those who
fell under suspicion of holding views
contrary to the church of Rome.

“As years went on the punishment
for heresy became more and more
severe, and the inquisitors were
given almost absolute power. Among
their instructions, or rules, were the
following: ‘Any house in which a
heretic has been known to live shall be
destroyed; any prince, lord, or bishop
sparing a heretic shall lose his place,
lands, or office; heretics shall not be
attended by a physician, even though
suffering from mortal disease.” There
were forty-five such rules agreed to
and adopted by a council. As a great
many priests of the church were too
humane to enforce these cruel laws
with a severity sufficient to satisfy
those in power, the Dominican order
of monks especially was selected
from which to appoint inquisitors ...

“Courts of Inquisition were
established in Italy, Germany, France,
Spain, and other countries ...

“The profit, or spoils, wrung from
its victims amounted to large sums
annually, and this was divided
between the king and the church at
Rome. All the officials of the holy
Office, as the Inquisition was called,
were also paid from the confiscated
property of the accused; it was
therefore to the interest of each one
of them that the stream of wealth
not run dry owing to any lack of
victims from whom to wring it. The
Inquisition began its work in Seville
early in the year 1481, and before
that one year was out had burned
alive 298 persons ...

“Torquemada was the chief inquisitor
until hisdeath, and duringthe eighteen
years he ruled the Holy Office, ten
thousand two hundred and twenty
persons were burned alive, and
ninety-seven thousand three hundred
and twenty two punished with loss of
property, or imprisonment — numbers
so large as to seem incredible, but
which are given by Llorente, the
Spanish historian of the Inquisition,
who was well qualified to judge their
accuracy ...

“All officials of the Inquisition were
sworn to keep secret everything that
happened in relation to it, either
within or without its walls.” — John
Foxe, Foxe’s Book of Christian
Martyrs of the World (p. 231-234).

+4++++

“They knew about the great
Inquisition when 68 million victims
were tortured, some by rack and
countless thousands burned to death
because they wouldn't bow down
to the Pope.” Kiss the Protestants
Good-Bye - Jack T. Chick

(This is part one of a two part series)
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misunderstanding and fear

* [snotconnectedwithany“Movement,”
“Organization,” “Mission,” or separate
body of believers, but is sent forth
to and for all saints.

The Bible Student’s Notebook"
is published bi-weekly (24 times a year).

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Yo Year — 12 Issues @ $2.2 (#8296)........ $24
1 Years — 24 Issues @ $1.72 (#8297)........ $42
2 Years — 48 Issues @ $1.22 (#8298)........ $72
3 Years — 72 Issues @ $1.22 (#8299)........ $90

Bible Student’s Notebook"
PO Box 265 Windber, PA 15963

www.BibleStudentsNotebook.com
1-800-784-6010

DaiLy EmaiL GOODIES

Do you receive our
Daily Email Goodies™?

These are free daily emails that contain
short quotes, articles, and studies on
Biblical themes.

These are the original writings of Clyde
L Pilkington, Jr, as well as gleanings
from other authors.

Here is what our readers
are saying:

“Profound!  Comforting!
Wonderful!” - NC

Calming!

“The Daily Email Goodies continue to
bless my heart! ... They provide plenty
of food for thought.” - IL

‘I really appreciate the Goodies!” — VA

“Your Daily Email Goodies are making
me aware of authors whose names |
don’t even know.” - GA

‘I am glad to be getting the Daily Email
Goodies - keep ‘em coming.” — IN

Request to be added to our free
Daily Email Goodies™

If you would like to be added
to the mailing list, email us at:
Goodies@StudyShelf.com
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feeel
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Now that you have reoad this issue of the
Bible Student s Notebook™, it's your turn.

If the truths presented here have helped
you, don't let these truths die in your hands.

Pease write to us and let us know your
thoughts concerning its content.

Consider assisting us in getting the Bible
Student s Notebook™ into the hands of those
who would be encouraged and strengthened
by its message:

* Recommend it to your friends and loved
ones.

* Order additional copies to give as gifts,

@ Single copies $2.°
T 10 copies 415 .22, postage poid
& 100 copies, 4100 P2, postage paid

o Keepr extra. copies on hand to loan to
others.

We would be honored to have your fellowshy>
n getting the Bible Student’s Notebook™ freely
to those who hunger spiritually. We have doily
opportwities to send it to pastors, Sundey
school teachers, Bible college professors and
students, Bible class teachers, and prisoners.

helf . com™

Powered by Pilkington and Sons

Your source for rare and hard-to-find Bible study materials for the serious minded, hungry-hearted students of Scripture.

Over the years we have been often asked to recommend books. The requests come from believers who longed for material
with substance. Study Shelf™ is a collection of books which are, in our opinion, the very best in print. Many of these books
are “unknown” to the members of the Body of Christ at large, and most are not available at your local “Christian” bookstore.
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Clarence Larkin Martin Zender Gap Theory War
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