
O
ur purpose in this study is to introduce 
the student to the “ethnic” layout of 
Bible times and correct faulty racial 

attitudes and inconsistencies.

This is an important subject because inspired 
and profitable information (II Timothy 3:16) 
has been given to us by God concerning the 
“races.”

DEFINITIONS

Before going further, let us look at two definitions 
form the Webster’s 1828:

Ethnic: Etymology – “nation”
Definition – “heathen; pagan; 
pertaining to the gentiles or 
nations...”

Race: Definition – “the lineage of a family, or 
continued series of descendants from a 
parent who is called the stock... Thus 
all mankind are of the race of Adam, 
Israelites are of the race of Abraham 
and Jacob.”
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“And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: 
and Ham is the father of Canaan. These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was 
the whole earth overspread” (Genesis 9:18-19).

(continued on page 355)

ORIGIN OF MAN

All men are descendants of Adam (Genesis 
1:26-28; 3:20). There is no record, prior to 
the flood, of any racial distinction.

All men are descendants of Noah (Genesis 
9:1, 19).

ORIGIN OF THE “RACES”

The first record in Scripture of “racial” 
divisions is found in Genesis chapter 10 
(see :1, 5, 20, 31).

This passage is often known as the “Table of the 
Nations.” The divisions were made through the 
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(continued on page 364)

Dear Saints,

What a joy to be fellows with one another! We are 
constantly reminded of the value of our relationships 
in Christ.

Gladstone Activities

Things have been very busy around here at 
Gladstone: permits, wells, septic tanks, drain fi elds, 
clearing, electrical poles and homes. We now have 
other members of Christ’s body nearby and welcome 
your visit.

Our 2nd annual spring Fellowship and Camping Event 
(F.A.C.E.) had a great turn out. We had 62 campers 
and lots of fun and fellowship. We had a great study 
time around the theme of Paul’s usage of the word 
face. What interesting subjects! Cal Schake, Greg 
Eadie, Chuck Norman and myself did the teaching. 
Maybe in future issues of the BSN we can share 
some of the information from these studies.

We are planning yet another camp out for the fall, in 
time for the changing of the leaves. Set aside the last 
weekend in October for our fi rst annual Gladstone 
Retreat and Camping Event (G.R.A.C.E.).

Philippine Bible Project

The Bible project for the Philippines headed up by 
the Crossroads and Ambassador Bible Churches 
has fi nally been completed. We were able to ship a 
total of 44 M bags, 1880 lbs of Bibles, Hymnals and 
Bible study materials. There were 771 Bibles, 110 
Hymnals, along with reference books, booklets and 
pamphlets.

Once again we enjoyed good fellowship and teaching 
at the 7th Annual Eastern Grace Bible Believer’s 
Conference in PA. This is always such a great time of 
edifi cation. Why not make plans to attend next year?

Meetings

The saints in the greater Washington, D.C. area 
meet weekly for study and fellowship. We have 
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three sons of Noah. These divisions make up, 
by-and-large, the three basic classifications of 
mankind:

 Japheth – European Caucasian (:2-5) 
 Ham – African Negroid (:6-20)
 Shem – Asian Mongoloid [Semitic] (:21-32)

After Genesis chapter 12 God made a simple 
TWO-FOLD division of the “races” (or 
mankind), identified as the Circumcised and 
the Uncircumcised, or Hebrews and Gentiles. 

Hereafter the “Old Testament” is basically a 
detailed account of one “race,” the Hebrews.

The nation of Israel did have Gentiles that were 
“strangers within thy gates” (Exodus 20:10; 
Deuteronomy 5:14; 24:24).

 These Gentiles were entitled to the sign of 
circumcision (Exodus 12:48).

 They had a right to the cities of Refuge 
(Numbers 35:15).

 They had a right to an inheritance among 
the Hebrews (Ezekiel 47:22, 23).

Thus Heathen “joined themselves to the Lord” 
and became Jews (i.e., proselytes, Isaiah 56:3-
8; Esther 8:17).

PREJUDICIAL, THEORETICAL 
INTERPRETATIONS

Sadly, Christianity has had its share of prejudice 
and racism. Some have incorporated it into 
their teaching. But there is no justification for 
such shameful practices. Let us look very briefly 
at some of the erroneous teachings:

RELATED TO ADAM

Presented :

This theory teaches that the Hebrew word for 

Adam means “able to blush.” And since, as the 
theory goes, only caucasians are capable of 
blushing, that “whites” are the only descendants 
of Adam.

Refuted:

But the name Adam means “red,” speaking 
of the reddish/brown dirt from which he was 
formed (which is far from being “white”).

This supposition will not stand the test of 
Scripture:

 It denies Adam’s headship.
 It denies the imputation of Adam’s sin upon 
all (c.f. Romans 5:12; I Corinthians 15:22).

RELATED TO CAIN

Presented:

In this theory the mark upon Cain was “blackness” 
and it is passed to his descendants.

Refuted:

 The Scriptures do not tell us what the 
mark was. Any attempt to identify it is pure 
conjecture.

 The mark given to Cain was for protection.
 This mark was limited to Cain, and was not 
said to be hereditary.

 Cain’s descendants were killed in the flood 
of Noah.

RELATED TO HAM

Presented:

This is the most popular of the theories. 
Supposedly based on Genesis 9:23-27, stating 
that God cursed Ham’s son Canaan and made 
him and his descendants black servants (i.e., 
slaves). This passage is said to be a “prophecy 
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of the races.” This teaching usually involves an 
incestuous sodomizing of Noah by Ham.

Refuted:

 This passage is nowhere in Scripture stated 
to be a prophecy.

 God is said to curse no one. This passage is 
a record of Noah’s actions (as a patriarch), 
not God’s.

 God never mentions the “curse” anywhere.
 Noah clearly pronounced the “curse” 
(judgment) upon Canaan, not his 
descendants (Ham had four son’s: Cush, 
Mizraim, Phut and Canaan – Genesis 
10:6).

 There is nothing anywhere in the passage 
about anyone being black in relationship to 
the curse.

 Nimrod, a descendant of Canaan, was some 
slave wasn’t he (Genesis 10:8-10)!

 The clear decree of Noah was that Canaan 
would be a servant to his brothers as well 
as Shem and Japheth. He lost his power 
(authority) and ranking position. There is no 
reference to him being a servant to anyone 
else.

ALTERNATE VIEW

The Scripture is silent as to the “technical” detail 
of how the sons of Noah became the stock of 
such a wide range of racial divisions. But we 
shall offer to you a “possibility” as suggested by 
Timothy Fellows of the Angelus (Vol. 15, No. 
5):

“Physical differences must have been 
present in the [genes of the] first man just as 
the different species of animals must have 
been present in the genes of the first of their 
kind. When Noah took dogs aboard the ark, 
he did not take 2 Sheep Dogs, 2 Beagles, 2 
Wolf Hounds, 2 Pomeranians, 2 Poodles, 2 
Collies, 2 German Shepherds, etc. -- he took 

two dogs, and from these all other breeds 
have derived.”

HAM’S DESCENDANTS IN THE BIBLE

Often when a Caucasian reads through the 
Bible he presumes “whiteness.” We all must 
diligently study the Bible, not to carry our own 
ethnic viewpoint into the Bible, but to see what 
the Bible has to say for itself! Many Anglos (“An 
English speaking white American” – Oxford) 
would be sore amazed at the true “racial” nature 
of the Bible.

“BLACK” GENEALOGY

Ham – “hot, burnt, black,” corresponding 
to Egypt (Psalm 78:51; 105:23, 27; 106:21, 
22)
Cush – “black,” also translated “Ethiopia”
Mizraim – also translated “Egypt”

“BLACK” NATIONS

Canaanites – corresponding to Canaan.
Egyptians – (Genesis 12:12, 14; Exodus 
1:13, 19; Leviticus 24:10).
Ethiopians – Ethiopia means “dark-faced” 
(II Chronicles 12:3; Jeremiah 13:23; 46:9).
Midianites – (Genesis 37:28, 36; Numbers 
10:29; 25:6; Judges 6-7).
Hittites – (Genesis 15:20; 23:10; Exodus 
3:8; Joshua 1:4; I Kings 10:29).

“BLACK” INDIVIDUALS

Abraham – married an Egyptian, Hagar 
(Genesis 16:1-3).
Judah – married two Canaanites, Shuah 
and Tamar (Genesis 38:2; I Chronicles 2:3, 
4).
Joseph – married Asenath an Egyptian 
(which gave birth to Ephraim and Manasseh 
– Genesis 46:20).
Moses – had an Ethiopian wife (Numbers 



357Issue 34 BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963

12:1-13): Israel was forbidden to intermarry 
among other nations for RELIGIOUS reasons, 
not “RACIAL” reasons. The issue was one 
of religious unequal yoke (Deuteronomy 
7:3-6). One searches the Scriptures in vain 
for a divine condemnation of inter-racial 
marriages.
Bathsheba – David’s Wife (II Samuel 11:3; 
Bath (daughter of) Sheba – Great-grandson 
of Ham; Genesis 10:7). She was the mother 
of Solomon and this probably explains why 
the Queen of Sheba visits him (I Kings 10:1-
13).
Solomon’s Queen is black (Song of Solomon 
1:5, 6).
Cushi – Zephaniah’s father (Zephaniah 
1:1).
Tamar, Rahab, Bathsheba – three “Black” 
Gentile women in Christ’s ancestry: 
(Matthew 1:3-6 – even the geneology of 
Christ demonstrates the simple fact that 
there are no “pure races!” Not even Jesus 
Christ was a racial “pure breed”).
Simon – one of Christ’s apostles, was a 
Canaanite (Matthew 10:1-4; Mark 3:18).
Simon – of Cyrene, a North African province 
(Mark 15:21).
Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-40).
Simeon and Lucius – two of the five teachers 
at Antioch, were “black” (Acts 13:1). Simeon 
was called “Niger” which means “black.” 
Lucius was from “Cyrene” of North Africa. 
There was no racial segregation practiced at 
Antioch.

THE GREAT “PROOF TEXT”

Acts 17:26 is supposed to be the GREAT “proof 
text” for the “Bible segregationist.” One of the 
first “problems” with this passage is identifying 
its extended context. The context of this passage 
is not Genesis 11 as many would think, but 
Deuteronomy 32:8 instead. It is the bounds 
of the LAW and KINGDOM, which have been 
destroyed and in abeyance respectively!

(Our “racist” brethren should do a little more 
“reasoning” at this point. EVEN IF the bounds 
of habitation were set and in force today, did 
our “Black” brothers VOLUNTARILY leave the 
“bounds” of their habitation to pick “our” cotton? 
Who violated whose bounds of habitation? Shall 
we explore this logic further? Shall we too return 
to the “bounds” of our habitation and leave this 
land to the “native Americans.” Who violated 
whose bounds of habitation once again?)

Our Proper Attitude Toward Those of 
Other “Races”

OUR “RELATIVE” ATTITUDE:

“Since all mankind are of one family, and nearly 
related in Adam and Noah, how reasonable is it 
that we should love and do good to each other! 
Whenever I behold a human being, whatever 
is his language and garb, or wherever he was 
born, I should recognize a near relation, and 
behave accordingly. In this view, how unnatural 
and absurd is that prejudice against foreigners, 
and that contempt of them which generally 
prevails! And how can it consist with love to 
our neighbors, our brethren... to treat then, 
with rigor or hold them in unwilling slavery?!” 
Thomas Scott, The Holy Bible With Notes 
(1807).

OUR “BODY” ATTITUDE:

The great BIBLICAL division between people in 
“time past” was circumcision and uncircumcision. 
(Not black and white, or indian, or oriental etc.) 
Now this is a part of “right division” (II Timothy 
2:15). “But now” this separation – the only one 
authorized by God – has been done away in 
Christ (Ephesians 2:11-19). Grace has brought 
about a great change for ALL Gentiles (not just 
“white” Gentiles).

The Result:
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“So we, being many, are one body in 
Christ, and EVERY ONE members one of 
another” (Romans 12:5).

“… We are members one of another” 
(Ephesians 4:25).

“For by one Spirit are we ALL baptized 
into ONE body, whether we be Jews or 

Gentiles, whether we be bond or free …” 
(I Corinthians 12:13).

Conclusion:

God loves ALL men (Romans 5:8; Ephesians 
2:4, 5) and it is His will that they ALL be saved 
and come unto the knowledge of the truth (I 
Timothy 2:4).  

I. The Problem

(:7 “...there was given to me a 
thorn in the flesh, the messenger of 
Satan”)

II. The Petition

(:8 “I besought the Lord thrice that 
it might depart from me.”)

III. The Protestation

(:9 “But He said”)

IV. The Provision

(:9 “My grace is sufficient for 
thee”)

V. The Perfection

(:9 “For My strength is made perfect 

in weakness”)

VI. The Preference

(:9 “most gladly therefore I will 
rather glory in my infirmities that 
the power of Christ my rest upon 
me.”)

VII. The Pleasure

(:10 “Wherefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ’s sake”)

VIII. The Potency

(:10 “for when I am weak then am 
I strong.”)

PaulPaul’s Thorn In The Fleshs Thorn In The Flesh
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every man to profit withal. For to 
one is given by the Spirit the word of wisdom; to another the word of knowledge 
by the same Spirit; To another faith by the same Spirit; to another the gifts of 
healing by the same Spirit; To another the working of miracles; to another 
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to another divers kinds of tongues; to 
another the interpretation of tongues:” (1 Corinthians 12:7-10).
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T
here is a principle in Bible study that is 
often referred to as the “first mention” 
principle. This principle, simply stated, is 

that the first time a thing is mentioned in Scripture 
it carries with it a meaning that will be carried 
all through the Bible. As the student of Scripture 
soon finds out, this principle can be very helpful. 
We can learn a lot by “first mentions.”

The first marriage or home in the Bible is no 
exception to this principle. The account of Adam 
and Eve has a wealth of vital information for our 
contemporary homes.

What we would like to notice is that Adam, being 
created first, is clearly shown to be the emphasized 
character of the latter part of Genesis chapter two. 
Below is the passage from Genesis highlighting 
this special emphasis:

“And the Lord God planted a garden east-
ward in Eden; and there He put THE MAN 
whom He had formed ... And the Lord God 
took THE MAN, and put HIM into the gar-
den of Eden to dress it and to keep it. And 
the Lord God commanded THE MAN, say-
ing, Of every tree of the garden THOU may-
est freely eat: But of the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil, THOU shalt not eat 
of it: for in the day that THOU eatest thereof 
THOU shalt surely die. And the Lord God 
said, It is not good that THE MAN should 
be alone; I will make HIM an HELP MEET 
FOR HIM. And out of the ground the Lord 
God formed every beast of the field, and ev-
ery fowl of the air; and brought them unto 
ADAM to see what HE would call them: and 

whatsoever ADAM called every living crea-
ture, that was the name thereof. And ADAM 
gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of 
the air, and to every beast of the field; but for 
ADAM there was not found an HELP MEET 
FOR HIM. And the Lord God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon ADAM, and HE slept: and 
He took one of HIS ribs, and closed up the 
flesh instead thereof; And the rib, which the 
Lord God had taken from MAN, made He a 
woman, and BROUGHT HER UNTO THE 
MAN. And ADAM said, This is now bone of 
MY bones, and flesh of MY flesh: she shall 
be called WoMAN, because she was TAKEN 
OUT OF MAN. Therefore shall a MAN leave 
HIS father and HIS mother, and shall cleave 
unto HIS wife: and they shall be one flesh. 
And they were both naked, THE MAN and 
HIS wife, and were not ashamed” Genesis 
2:8, 15-25.

It is hard to miss the fact that Adam is the central 
character here. He is the major subject of God’s 
dealings. Notice:

1. THE ORDER OF CREATION

Adam was created first. This is later 
emphasized by Paul (I Timothy 2:13 “For 
Adam was FIRST formed, then Eve”).

One author has noted, “That Adam was 
created first indicates headship, priority, 
and order in the relationship between 
men and women. God easily could have 
created Adam and Eve simultaneously, but 
He did not.”

Headship:Headship:
“In the Beginning ...”“In the Beginning ...”

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOME

Part X
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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2. THE DIVINELY APPOINTED AU-
THORITY IN THE GARDEN

God made Adam the responsible agent for 
the garden, “to dress it and keep it.”

3. THE RECIPIENT OF THE COMMAND

God commanded Adam not to eat of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The 
commandment was issued to the home’s 
responsible agent.

4. THE NEED AND RECIPIENT OF A HELP 
MEET

God sai that it was not good that man 
be alone. Adam was in need of a helper. 
Eve was created to fill the need of Adam. 
God brought her unto him, she was his 
companion and help meet. If Eve is Adam’s 
help meet, then he has the primary role.

5. THE WOMAN BECAME IDENTIFIED 
WITH THE MAN

Adam and Eve became “one flesh.” This 
does not mean that the two of them formed 

a third entity. No! Eve, instead, became 
one with Adam. 

Adam said “this is now bone of my bones, 
and flesh of my flesh.” And God “called 
their name Adam” (Genesis 5:2). And 
now millennia later, a woman still becomes 
identified with her husband by taking his 
name!

We will sum up these truths by saying that 
the man (Adam) was clearly, by the design 
of God in creation, positioned as the head 
of the woman (Eve). Paul verifies that this is 
a universal principle that spans the ages.

“But I would have you know, that the head 
of every man is Christ; and the head of the 
woman is the man; and the head of Christ 
is God” (I Corinthians 11:3 .

“For the husband is the head of the wife, 
even as Christ is the head of the church: and 
he is the saviour of the body” (Ephesians 
5:23).

(This is part of a continuing series on the Home.)

The Exchanged LifeThe Exchanged Life
Galatians 2:20

I. The Extinguished Life

 “I am crucified with Christ”

II. The Relinquished Life

 “Nevertheless I live; yet not I”

III. The Distinguished Life

 “But Christ liveth in me”

PaulPaul’s Readinesss Readiness
Romans 1:15–17

Paul’s life was marked by a preparedness and 
willingness. He taught the believer, in word 
and deed, to be:

I. READY FOR SERVICE

 to preach the gospel – Romans 1:15

 to distribute – I Timothy 6:8

 to every good work – Titus 3:1

II. READY FOR SUFFERING

 Acts 21:13

III. READY FOR SACRIFICE

 II Timothy 4:6
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P
aul begins this section of Philippians by 
warning the believer. The word “beware” 
carries with it the idea of being on the 

lookout for danger so as to avoid it. Paul calls 
them to look out for and avoid:

Dogs:

This was Paul’s term of reproach for the Judaizers 
(i.e., legalists). Although the Jews considered all 
Gentiles as dogs (Matthew 15:26), or “without” 
(Revelation 22:15), now, they too (Israel) were 
the outcasts. Dogs also had a reference to false 
prophets (Isaiah 56:10, 11; II Peter 2:22).

Evil Workers:

The Judaizers labored with all diligence to take 
the believer from his liberty and put them under 
bondage.

The Concision:

Paul now makes an obvious play on the word 
circumcision. The ritualists were now nothing 
more than flesh “cutters.”

Paul now contrasts these legalists (or “grace 
killers”) with the saints.

The Circumcision:

Here is identity truth! The one baptism (Ephesians 
4:5) has performed an operation (Colossians 
2:12) thus placing us into Christ’s death, burial 
and resurrection.

Worship God in the spirit:

Ours is not an external worship of the flesh with its 
outward rites and rituals.

Rejoice in Jesus Christ:

Paul gloried in the person and work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (I Corinthians 1:31; Galatians 6:14).

Have no confidence in the flesh:

The legalists liked to glory in the flesh (Galatians 
6:13). But Paul knew the vanity of this (John 6:63; 
Romans 7:18).

Those who opposed the Gospel of the Grace of 
God added to its glorious message. They taught 
that man must perform. He must keep a standard. 
He must hoop jump to be accepted. Paul used his 
own religious past to emphasize and contrast the 
value of true grace.

A LOOK AT PAUL’S PAST PRIDE

I. Paul had been proud of His ...

RITUAL (:5)

“Circumcision”

Circumcision was the sign of the covenant that 
God made with Abraham (Genesis 17:9-14). C.f. 
Ephesians 2:11 (I Samuel 17:26, 27).

Paul had been proud of his ritual. He was 
circumcised the eighth day. Some of Paul’s 
opponents were circumcised as adults. If it came 
to a showdown on this subject, Paul could not 
have been beaten.

II. Paul had been proud of His …

RELATIONSHIP (:5)

“Stock of Israel”

PaulPaul’s Past Prides Past Pride
(Philippians 3:1-14)

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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Israel was the new name that God had given to 
Jacob, Abraham’s grandson (Genesis 32:27, 28). 
Jacob had twelve sons. Their families were “tribes;” 
thus, the “12 Tribes of ISRAEL (i.e., Jacob)” and 
the “CHILDREN OF ISRAEL (i.e., Jacob).” Paul 
had not come through Ishmael. He did not have 
just a ritual, he had a relationship. Some of his 
opponents were circumcised, but they were not of 
the stock of Israel.

III. Paul had been proud of His …

RESPECTABILITY (:5)

“Tribe of Benjamin”

He was not only a descendant of Jacob, he was a 
descendant of Jacob through Benjamin. Benjamin 
and Judah were the tribes that initially remained 
loyal to the throne of David and to the Temple. 
They were not associated with the false set up in 
Samaria. Paul had “respectable roots” unlike most 
of his opponents.

IV. Paul had been proud of His …

RACE (:5)
“Hebrew of the Hebrews”

Hebrew means to “cross over.” The word is first found 
in Genesis 14:13. This is an “allusion to Abraham’s 
immigration from the other side of the Euphrates …
The title Hebrew is therefore their title of separation 
…” (Bullinger’s Lexicon).

Paul had viewed himself as a “real” Hebrew, i.e., 
a “Hebrew of the Hebrews.” He was associated 
with the faction among the Jews which maintained, 
even under Roman domination, their peculiar 
“Jewishness.” He was a racial separatist of the 
separatists. He was a hyper-semitic. Some Hebrews 
in Paul’s day had given up their language and 
customs for the Gentile (Greek and Roman) culture.

V. Paul had been proud of His …

RELIGION (:5)

“Pharisee”

Paul had been an orthodox Jew. He had opposed 
the liberal Sadducees. He was an extremely 
religious “fundamentalist.” He was a religionist to 
the hilt.

A.  Paul’s Own Testimony

“… After the most straitest sect of 
our religion I lived a Pharisee” (Acts 
26:5).

“For ye have heard of my conversation 
in time past in the Jews’ religion …” 
(Galatians 1:13).

“And profited in the Jews’ religion 
above many my equals in mine own 
nation, being more exceedingly 
zealous of the traditions of my fathers” 
(Galatians 1:14).

B.  Religion Defined

 Strong:

#2356 – “ceremonial observance”
#2357 – “ceremonious in worship”

(both of these words are from the base 
word #2360 – “to clamor”)

#2454 – “Judaism, the Jewish faith: 
Jew’s Religion”

 Webster:

(Etymology) “to bind anew, to bind”

 Partridge:

(Etymological Dictionary) “to bind again, 
to bind strongly – from the same source 
as ligament (thus, religare, ligare = “a 
binding, a bondage”).

 Schirrmacher:
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According to an article by Dr. Thomas 
Schirrmacher published in the March 
1992 issue of the “Chalcedon Report” 
religion is the same word for law.

“… The definition and essence of 
a religion can be demonstrated by 
SEVERAL LANGUAGES in which the 
word for what we today call ‘religion’ was 
THE SAME WORD AS FOR ‘LAW.’ ... In 
the Middle Ages and before, ‘lex’ (law) 
was the term which was used more often 
than any other to give a common name 
to the Christian, Jewish, Muslim and 
sometimes other religions.”

 
C. Scriptural Usage

The Scripture uses the term religion(s) seven 
times in six verses. In each case the term is in 
reference to (or in the context of) Israel’s kingdom 
program and never to the Body of Christ. When 
Paul spoke of “forgetting those things which are 
behind” (Philippians 3:13) he was referring to his  
RELIGION, which he counted dung! (The other 
references to religion: Acts 13:43; 26:5; James 
1:26, 27).

VI. Paul had been proud of His …

REPUTATION (:6)

“Zeal”

Paul was a true zealot. He practiced what he 
believed. A majority of Israelites “rejected” 
Messiah, but where was their action? Paul was 
moving up the political and social ladder. Paul had 
a reputation which far exceeded his opponents. 
Paul was a “self-made man.” But the trouble with 
self-made men is that they usually worship their 
own creator!

VII. Paul had been proud of His …

RIGHTEOUSNESS (:7)

“Blameless”

Paul had rested in his good moral character. He 
took pride in his list of “do and don’t” performance. 
Paul could match his “self-righteous” lifestyle with 
anyone.

Conclusion: What was Paul’s conclusion to his 
great superiority? Paul counts this all dung. What 
caused the change in Paul’s value system? It was 
the entrance of the righteousness of God! The 
Lord Jesus Christ had become his righteousness 
(I Corinthians 1:30). Through Him he had been 
declared righteous (Romans 3:24).

A man has a desert ranch of large 
extent. He is told it is worthless as 
pasturage or farming land. He fences 

off twelve acres; breaks it, harrows it, fertilizes 
it, cultivates it, and reaps only sagebrush 
and cactus! It is no use trying out the rest, 
for all is of the same character. He says it 
is all good-for-nothing, so far as agriculture 
is concerned. Israel was God’s twelve acres. 
He gave them His law, instructed them, 

disciplined them, warned them, restrained 
them, protected them, and sent His Son to 
them; and Him they rejected and crucified. 
In this act the Gentiles joined. All are under 
the judgment of God. There is no use of a 
further test. There is nothing in the flesh for 
God. Man is hopelessly corrupt. He is not 
only guilty, but utterly unable to retrieve his 
condition. The law but accentuates his guilt. 
It cannot justify. It can only condemn.  

Israel: GodIsrael: God’s Twelve Acress Twelve Acres
by – H.A. Ironside (1878-1951)
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had the privileged of participating with them on a 
monthly basis since March. This is a special time of 
encouragement as the saints are learning to rejoice 
in their identity in Christ. Those interested in more 
information about these meetings can contact Roger 
& Karen Savage at (703) 834-8244.

There are also studies and fellowship now available 
in Lynchburg, VA. Do you know anyone in this area? 
Do you know anyone attending Liberty University 
who may be interested? The studies are very close 
to the campus. For more information contact Hal & 
Sharon Shelton at (804) 239-8845.

New Catalog

We have a new edition of the Grace Clearinghouse 
catalog available. If you would like one please drop 
us a line and let us know.

Special thanks goes to Dan Salisbury for supplying us 
with an upgrade in computer equipment. He gave us a 
486 with monitor and supplies. Andy Sneidar and Neal 
Locker helped us get it set up and running good. Thanks!

Remember, when passing through be sure to stop for 
a visit!

Love, your fellow,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Gladstone, VA

(continued from page 354)


