
TWO MAJOR PERIODS
OF CHURCH HISTORY

Most of what we do today comes out of two major 
periods of church history. The origin of many of 
our present-day practices is clustered around the 
year of A.D. 324. The other large segment of our 
present “New Tes tament practices” came to us on 
October 31, 1517, and the fifty years that followed.

Constantine became Caesar of the Roman Empire 
in 313, a turning point in church history; a turning 
downward, I might add. And on October 31, 1517, 
a date symbolically denoting the beginning of the 
Reformation, Luther nailed ninety-five subjects he 
would like to debate (all written in Latin) onto a 
church door. Those two periods of time are like 
two mountains around which most of the practice 
of present-day Christianity (not its theology, but 
its practice) originated.

A few of our present practices were introduced 
in the Middle Ages (such as the education of 
the clergy), and a few things evolved in the last 
hundred years or so; some have even begun in 
the last forty years. But in the greater scheme of 
things, there have been two gigantic peaks from 
which we have re ceived our present-day practices 
of the Christian faith, with a few hills scattered 
along the way.
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Let us look first at (1) the pre-Constantine age, 
100-313, and then (2) the age of Constantine, in-
cluding the years immediately thereafter.

Not long before Constantine’s time, the Christian 
church experienced, under the emperor Diocletian, 
the period of its worst persecution. In modern times 
the persecution of the Christian church during the 
first three centuries has been glamorized and ex-
aggerated, but the period just before Constantine 
was truly a terrible time for the church.

The severest part of Diocletian’s persecution was 
that it crippled the church’s leadership. This left 
the church wide open to the tragedy that befell it 
when Constantine came along and befriended the 
belea guered church leaders while professing to be 
a Christian. The church, withered by persecution, 
was caught with her guard down, and her 
leadership weak.

Constantine was the first “medieval believer.” 
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Dear Saints,

A Word About the BSN

With this issue we mark a highlight, of sorts, with the 
printing of the BSN. There are now forty thousand copies 
in print. We trust that the articles that have been shared over 
the past few years will continue to bring understanding and 
encouragement to the saints.

Annual Conference of Grace School of the Bible

What a joy it was to be a part of the summer Family Bible 
Conference in Wheaton, IL. This was one of the best 
conferences that we have been to. The fellowship was great 
and the teaching was ex ceptional. The theme this year was 
“A More Ex cellent Way.” It centered in “Faith, Hope and 
Charity.” What a wonderful theme. As always, getting to be 
with the saints is worth it all!

Missed Conferences

Our family surely missed being at the California and 
Wisconsin conferences this summer. Due to responsibilities 
with my mother we were unable to attend. We were busy 
moving my mother, setting up a new home here in Gladstone, 
and preparing her Hampton home for sale. This all has been 
quite time consuming. Added to this has been her sickness 
with her shoulder. At this writing it looks as if she must have 
surgery.

The Feature Article

The lead article of this Issue of the BSN is of special value 
to me personally. The author, Gene Edwards, once held a 
very high and infl uential position in a major Protestant 
denomination. You may fi nd some aspects of the article 
somewhat “shocking” at fi rst, but bear with it. I believe that 
it will be worth your while.

Well do I remember the fi rst time that I read Gene Edwards’ 
full article on “A Plea for Church Life.” I had never heard of 
him before. I thought his ideas concerning the “church” and 
“pastor ate” were quite far-fetched. I thought his concepts 
about “church buildings” were a little overboard. I believed 
that he had hold of some good truths – truths that spoke to 
me deeply – but he himself simply went just too far with 
them.

Still, my conscience could not shake them; they had already 
been fi rmly implanted in my mind. Over time, I found myself 
constantly thinking about what he had said. I began to see 
past my traditions. I began to see verses in a whole new light. 
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He had the mind of a Caesar (an emperor). He 
had absolute authority in everything, and that 
definitely included the Department of Religion. 
Secondly, he had the mind of a pagan – which is 
a world that sees darkness, spookiness, weirdness, 
ghosts, appari tions, worship of idols: in a word, 
superstition. In another word, paganism! However 
he was reported and defended as having a sudden 
and miraculous conversion upon beholding a cross 
appearing in the heavens that bore the inscription 
“By this thou shalt conquer.”

Blend all that together, and you have the basic 
ingredients of the mind of a medieval “Christian.” 
Eventually this happened on a grand scale. The 
Christian faith, paganism and the mind of the 
Roman Empire flowed together to produce the 
Christian outlook of post-A.D. 500. That outlook 
began to change again, arguably, not long before 
Martin Luther nailed those ninety-five theses on 
the door of the Wittenburg church.

Let us look now at a very special date in church 
history, the year 324. In fact, we picked up more 
traditions, made more blunders, and changed 
the course more radically from 323 to 327 than 
any other period in history. Look what happened 
during this time. The city of Constantinople was 
founded in 323. The first Council of Nicaea 
occurred in 325. The first church buildings ever 
erected on this planet were planned and begun 
in 323. In 326 Constan tine’s mother made a trip 
to the Holy Land (be coming the first Christian 
tourist) to seek out the place of Christ’s birth and 
crucifixion. Finally in 327 constantine left Rome 
and bequeathed his place to Syelrest, the senior 
minister of the church in Rome.

WHERE DID CHURCH
BUILDINGS COME FROM?

Let us look at Constantine’s founding of the 
city of Constantinople (Istanbul). He planned a 
gigantic capital which he called New Rome. This 
city sat, literally, half in the Orient and half in the 
Occident.

He built a new and uninhabited city from the 
ground up. In it he commissioned the building 

of pagan temples, and something he designed 
as buildings for Christians to meet in. A pagan 
temple of that time was a small, round building, 
with stairs leading up to an altar in the middle. 
Usually the people gath ered around the temple 
and worshipped while standing outside. Across 
the street from some of these pagan temples 
Constantine commissioned Christian meeting 
places. These buildings were not shaped like pagan 
temples, but like government civic auditoriums. 
(Christians had always met in side. But it was 
inside of homes!). Here, for the first time, stood 
officially designated places for Chris tians to meet. 
This was a wonder which no Christian had ever 
seen before. Put another way, it was in 324, almost 
three hundred years after the birth of the church, 
that Christians first met in something we now call 
a “church building.” For all three hundred years 
before that, the church had met in living rooms!

Constantine built these assembly buildings for 
Christians not only in Constantinople, but also in 
Rome,Jerusalem, and in many parts of Italy, all in 
A.D. 324. This triggered a massive “church build-
ing” fad in large cities all over the Empire.

Out of his pagan mentality, Constantine ordered 
each building to be named after one of the Chris-
tians in the New Testament, because pagan 
temples had always been named after gods. So 
the builders put a word like “Joseph” on the front 
of the building, or “Mary” or “Peter” or “Paul.” 
The die is beginning to be cast. We are headed 
straight for a totally dif ferent kind of Christian 
worship, in a totally dif ferent atmosphere, than 
the first century believer had ever dreamed of 
(Had nightmares about?).

Constantinople was finally completed, and people 
moved there in droves from Rome. Imagine a 
typical Christian walking into one of these strange 
looking “Christian buildings.” He had never seen 
anything like this! I suppose he walked into the 
building and sat down on the cold stone floor 
(Constantine had forgotten to invent the pew). 
This definitely was no comfortable living room.

But trying to figure out whether to sit on the cold 
floor of a building or stand throughout the whole 
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meeting (as the pagans did across the Street) 
– caused one of the marked differences between 
the Eastern church and the Western church. The 
Italians dragged in benches and got “comfortable.” 
The Greeks stood up. (The Western church grew, 
the Eastern church did not.)

By now people were coming into the church in 
mass out of paganism, following the examples 
of their emperor, Constantine. The church was 
changing to accommodate them, introducing ritual 
in the meet ings, with chanting and pageantry – all 
things familiar to these ex-pagans. The clergy (a 
word used originally to designate a pagan priest) 
began to wear strange clothing (costumes, if you 
please) to set themselves apart from the laity. 
Church buildings sprouted up everywhere on the 
crest of state tax money pouring into the church’s 
coffers all over the Roman Empire. Soon the living 
room meetings were but a memory, and even that 
memory seems to have been stamped out.

Until that time tax money had been channeled 
ex clusively to the pagan religions. By A.D. 400 
it flowed exclusively to the church. Pagan priests 
were becoming Christian priests to keep up with 
the whereabouts of their money. Government 
officials were becoming Christian priests because 
it was lucrative to do so.

Now you know where such (Biblical?) things as 
church buildings, pews, and preachers dressed in 
suits came from. By the way, the pagan temple’s 
choir was also transplanted over into the Christian 
buildings in the mid-400’s.

This isa call, dear reader, for the believers of our 
age to make a clean break from Constantine and 
Con stantinople! For some, the time has arrived 
to go back to where the church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ met for the first three hundred years of its 
history – in living rooms, ritual-less, choir-less, 
pew-less, pulpit-less and clergy-less …

Now, take a look at the central practices of the 
evangelical Christian faith. Remove these and you 
remove most of what Christians do and practice. 
Remove these and you lose your concept of what 

Christianity is. Yet none of them has any root in 
Scripture. Every one of them can be traced back 
to its historical beginnings. All come after Constan-
tine: church buildings, pews, choirs, church at 11 
a.m., rituals in church worship, a costumed clergy, 
dressing up to “go to church, “pastors – I repeat, 
these practices all grew up in the post-apostolic 
period. Furthermore, every one of them stands as 
a barrier to the restoration of a living experience 
of church life. They have been doing just that for 
the last seventeen hundred years.

CHURCH LIFE, ARCHEOLOGY
& SOME SURPRISES

What was church life like from A.D. 100 to A.D. 
324? Can we know? Whatever descriptions may 
have been put to writing have either failed to sur-
vive, or have not as yet been found. As it is, we 
have almost nothing in the way of literature from 
this period that can give us even a tiny insight 
into what church life was all about. We know very 
little about the experiences of everyday Christians 
living at that time, or about their local church 
involvement.

There is, however, considerable material dating 
from A.D. 330 to A.D. 440. A study of such findings 
can provide a mistaken impression of what church 
life was like. These writings were mostly penned by 
pagan philosophers turned Christian. They took it 
upon themselves to write philosophical and theo-
logical treatises on just about everything imagin-
able. They tell us very little that is reliable about 
church life. But they can petrify your brain! Their 
pseudo-pagan, neo-Christian philosophical ascent 
into nothingism is mind-boggling. Unfortunately, 
when you read these volumes (and because almost 
nothing else has survived), you come away with 
the impression that this is what all Christians were 
caught up in at that time. Christianity at that time, 
it would appear, was primarily an incoherent, 
philo sophical, theological, intellectual study in 
abstract tedium.

That is not so. If today all Christian writings on 
this earth burned in an atomic holocaust except 
for one library full of theological nitpicking, 
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then a thou sand years from now people would 
get the distinct impression that today’s church 
life consisted of theologians sitting around 
philosophizing about the dot over the “i” and the 
slash on top of the “t.”

It looked like we would forever have to live with 
the distorted perspective that emerged during A.D. 
330-440, that Christianity of the early centuries 
was made up of erudite theologians, and that we 
should therefore all follow in their path.

Make no mistake, those men’s writings are held 
in highest esteem, despite the fact that every one 
of from them wrote of the Christian faith Socratic-
Platonic-Aristotelian mind-set.

All of this leaves us with one compelling question: 
What was church life like, minus Ambrose, Greg-
ory, Augustine, Tertullian, Jerome, and Origen? 
Find the answer to that question and church 
history would have to be rewritten. Today’s post-
Reformation Protestantism would be left with 
not so much as a fig leaf’s protection to justify its 
practices. Catholicism would find itself in even a 
less defen sible position, if that is possible.

Until now, no one had even a shred of a clue as to 
what church life was like in the second, third and 
fourth centuries (A.D. 100 to A.D. 323). Certainly 
the writings of those pagan philosophers-turned-
theologians offered poor soil for digging.

But hold on to your hat. Modern Christian arche-
ology has recently come up with some fascinating, 
if not downright unbelievable, discoveries. To un-
derstand just how incredible these findings are, 
and how contrary to all past interpretations of 
this era they are, we need to pitch a tent here 
and learn a little about the history of Christian 
archeology itself.

Modern archeology was launched by Roman 
Catholic scholars in about 1630. They arrived 
there first, and until recently their interpretation of 
the available evidence left to us in literature, docu-
ments, and objects has been the accepted interpre-
tation. And naturally, their interpretations were 

filtered through the theological minds of Roman 
Catholic scholars. These men saw everything they 
looked at as reinforcing the Roman Catholic view 
of the church.

Unfortunately (and unbelievably), when Protestant 
ar cheology, and even evangelical archeology, 
emerged, it bought these interpretations without 
question – and even taught them. The view of 
church history (A.D. 100 to 280) passed on to 
us was that of a church elabomte in ritual, with a 
powerful and well-defined clergy, and a prescribed 
liturgy. It was a scenario that made the be lievers 
of that time look terribly religious, pious, and 
ascetic. We were taught that a distinct, powerful 
clergy virtually overlorded everything.

I came face to face with the concepts of the Roman 
school of archeology just after finishing my first 
year in the seminary at Ruschlikon, Switzerland. 
I spent that summer in Rome, and I was pleased 
to be able to get a personal guided tour of the 
Catacombs by a priest versed in the history of the 
Catacombs. We took candles and descended into 
that fantastic labyrinth. Along the way he pointed 
out Christian graffiti left on the walls during the 
middle and late 200’s (the third century) and the 
early 300’s (the fourth century). At one point, my 
companion pointed to a Latin inscription and said, 
“this is early second century.” I read the inscription: 
“Peter and Paul, pray for us.” Every instinct in me 
rebelled. I knew the statement scribbled on the 
ceiling of that underground trench was not part of 
the mind-set of second century Christians.

I am happy to report that recent re-dating of this 
graffiti puts that very inscription after the Constan-
tine era …

What we were being told, essentially, was this: The 
second, third and fourth centuries were as full of 
ritual, clergy, liturgy, sobriety, austerity, pomp, and 
sacerdotalism as were the fifth, sixth and seventh 
centuries. That interpretation buttressed Roman 
Catholicism and caused the Protestants, blushing 
with embarrassment at such Catholic one -
upsmanship, to sadly say, “Well, after A.D. 100 
there was a great falling away from the faith.”
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And when Protestants get tied up in pomp, ritual 
and cleric leanings they even point to the practice 
as cribed to the second and third century church. 
After all, it appears that it was full of formality and 
dominated by an active ministry and silent laity.

Well, it ain’t so. In recent years archeologists have 
been turning up new and, yes, revolutionary find-
ings, which have caused the entire archeological 
world to go back and re-examine past interpretations 
of known data. What has emerged is nothing less 
than stunning.

Some of the recent archaeologists who have been 
instrumental in the complete re-interpretation of 
the second century Christianity are evangelical, 
others are liberal; but the conclusions are the 
same. First of all, this new, emerging school is far 
more honest and scientific than was the Roman 
school. Secondly, it is working with far more data, 
including a great deal of new data. Thirdly, these 
men are not taking their cue from Augustine, 
Ambrose, etc. As one scholar re cently wrote in the 
Chicago Seminary Review:

“Trying to find out what the early church was 
like by studying the theologians of the second, 
third and fourth centuries would be the same 
thing as someone five thousand years from 
now reading nothing but the writings of Barth, 
Tillich and Neibuhr, and drawing from their 
writings a picture of what twentieth century 
Christianity was like.” 

(There is virtually nothing in these men’s writings 
which would offer even a clue to what the church 
is like today.)

NO CHURCH BUILDINGS

What has been discovered? Let us begin with 
Christian architecture – that is, church buildings. 
The Roman school declared that church buildings 
have been with us from the second century on. 
It further taught that the church buildings erected 
during the Constantinian era were built on the sites 
of previous church structures. This dogma was 
universally accepted as fact. But recently Christian 

archeology has gone back to re-investigate those 
sites. The findings? Without exception there was 
no church building or any other kind of Christian 
meeting place to be found buried beneath any 
Constantinian-era church buildings. Archeologists 
found virgin land, or pagan temples, or market-
places, but no evidence anywhere of any kind of 
building used for Christian gatherings. The impli-
cations were staggering.

Perhaps the most remarkable archeological dis-
covery ever made of this early Christian era (100 
to 400) was the discovery of a Christian meeting 
place of the pre-Constantine era. This meeting 
place was not a church building. It was a home 
that had been converted into a meeting place for 
Christians. The site is a town in Syria with the odd 
name of Duro-Europa.

Exhaustive studies have been made of this building. 
The upshot is this: here is a home used as a place 
for Christians to gather, in the mid-200’s. One of 
its peculiarities is this: A wall has been torn out 
be tween two bedrooms to make one large room 
that would hold about seventy-five people sitting 
on the floor.

What is the point? Until Constantine, there was 
no such thing as a church building or “Christian” 
ar chitecture. A church building had never been 
dreamed of. That which we know as the Christian 
faith was a living room movement! The Christian 
faith was the first and only “religion” ever to exist 
that did not use special temples of worship; it is 
the only living room “religion” in human history.

HOMES WERE USED

Now let us go to yet another archeological find 
and another mind-blower. Imagine, if you will, 
a group of Christian archeologists plowing their 
way through thousands of deeds and property 
records of towns and cities in North Africa. These 
deeds, surveys, title changes and tax records all 
dated from A.D. 100 to 400, and often stated the 
uses being made of each building. (Among these 
records are also religious censuses.) Some of these 
documents tell the name of the family that lived in 
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each house, the occupation of those employed, 
and their relig ion. Some of these records also tell 
what other ac tivities the building was used for 
besides living quarters (“baking located here;” 
“pots made here,” etc.). Lo and behold, from time 
to time are found notations that say, essentially, 
“The Christian ec clesia sometimes holds meetings 
in this house!”

Exciting? Well, on some occasions archeologists 
have been able to locate these very sites and do 
a dig there. The findings? An ordinary home. No 
more, no less. All scientific evidence of this era 
rises up to declare to us that the Christian faith 
was utterly informal in its expression, and homes 
were its base!

A formalized Christianity in a ceremonial setting 
was invented during and immediately after the 
age of Con stantine, gmwing out of a pseudo-
Christian, neo-pagin mind.

NO PASTOR, NO PROTESTANTISM

I suggest that the pastor is a tradition born during 
the Reformation, and that in the total story of the 
first century church there is nothing like him to be 
found anywhere. You may figure a way to justify 
his existence with one fragment of one verse of 
Scripture. But he does not exist in the overview or 
the context of the first century saga.

One of the most fascinating things about the 
practice of the pastor is that ministers seem to 
know – or sense – that they are non-scriptural. 
As a pastor, later as an evangelist, and until this 
very hour, I have brought up the subject of “the 
place of the pastor in Scrip ture” to scores of 
fellow ministers. “Where is the pastoral concept 
in Scripture? I cannot find it.” The most reaction I 
have ever re ceived was either an agreement or a 
resigning shrug.

Why do we not seem to care enough to 
even consider the seriousness of this matter? 
Protestantism is built on, rests on, exists on, the 
concept and practice of the pastor. Yet the modern 
pastor exists nowhere in Scripture. But, ironically, 

he is the fellow up there in the pulpit calling us all 
to return to faithfulness to the Scriptures.

Oh Consistency, where are thy children? Why do 
those facts not bother us just a wee, tiny bit? There 
seems to be only one possible answer. No pastor, 
no Protestantism.

Modern Protestantism, as it is practiced today, 
cannot exist without the concept and practice of 
the modern pastor. Remove him and Protestantism 
will collapse.

In the face of such a healthy possibility, I propose 
that we chuck the practice of the pastor, on the 
historical basis that it is not a scriptural concept. 
Let us keep our Protestant doctrines, but chuck 
the lion’s share of our traditions and practices, 
including the pastor!

Ah, but is not the idea of a pastor a Protestant 
doctrine? If it is, I cannot find it. It seems to me it is 
only a practice, and has never been a doctrine.

I invite you dear reader, to do something I did. I 
am a graduate of the largest Protestant seminary 
in the world, which has on its campus one of the 
largest theological libraries ever assembled in 
the history of Christendom. One day I searched 
the library for even one book or one chapter, 
and finally in despera tion even one paragraph, 
discussing the pas toral concept from a scriptural 
or theological view. I have never found that book, 
nor chapter, nor page, nor paragraph on the sub-
ject. The pastor is just not there. As far as I can 
discover no one has ever tried to prove or disprove 
pastoral concept and practice, either theologically 
or scripturally.

The pastor concept is practiced, yes … eve rywhere 
on this planet! Discussed, taught. defended, 
questioned? Never. He just is! Like stained-glass 
windows, like pews, like stee ples, like the church 
parking lot, he is a practice and a tradition.

Kind of mind-boggling, isn ‘t it?

by – Gene Edwards,
Searching Together, (abridged and edited)



BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963372 Issue 35

T
here are two very important schools 
that God utilizes in the Bible. The two 
schools are quite different from each 

other. They stand in stark contrast to each 
other. They have different instructors, different 
curricu lums and a different student body.

THE OLD SCHOOL

Its Instructor

The law was the instructor in this school 
(Galatians 3:24). We could call this former 
school “The Law School” of the Bible.

 Schoolmaster – “a boy-leader” (Strong) 
Compound word “child” (3816) and 
“lead” (71).

 Tutors –  “guardian” (Strong) Galatians 
4:2.

 Governors – “overseer” (Strong), a 
controller, a limiter, Galatians 4:2.

Its Curriculum

The curriculum was a contrast be tween sinful 
man and his Holy Creator and was based in 
fear (Exodus 20:20). This contrast was ever 
before their face!

1. It produced guilt (Romans 3:19).

2. It gave the knowledge of sin (Romans 
3:20).

3. It worked wrath (Romans 4:15).

4. It made the offense abound (Romans 

5:20).

5. It had dominion over man (Romans 7:1).

6. It stimulated fleshly impulses (Romans 7:5-8).

7. It brought a revival of sin (Romans 7:9).

8. It worked death (Romans 7:9–13).

9.  It was the strength of sin (I Corinthians 
15:56).

10. It brought a curse (Galatians 3:13).

11. It was a bondage (Galatians 3:23).

Its Students

 Israel

The students in this school were the children 
of Israel (Romans 9:4; Exodus 19:3–6)

 Children

And God dealt with them as children (Galatians 
4:1), minors (Jeremiah 31:32). Remember 
that “schoolmaster” is a “boy-leader” or one 
who leads a child (one who is immature – c.f. 
Hebrews 8:9).

THE NEW SCHOOL

There is a totally new classroom that is open 
today. The former school has now been 
closed by the authorities, i.e., the Godhead 
(Galatians 3:19; Colossians 2:14; Ephesians 
2:15; II Corinthians 3:6-14). In fact, the 
former school has been closed now nigh on to 

The Schoolmaster and the TeacherThe Schoolmaster and the Teacher
(Galatians 3:23-25; Titus 2:11-12)

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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two thousand years! Sadly, there have been 
many during this time that have at tempted to 
revive this old school (1 Timothy 1:7). They 
seek to enroll others in this now unaccredited 
institution (Galatians 2:4).

Its Instructor

Grace is the instructor in this school (Titus 
2:11, 12). This latter school could be called 
“The Grace School” of the Bible.

Grace is the divinely appointed teacher of 
this dispensation. No other teacher is certified 
(Ga1atians 1:11, 12)! This is the only means 
of standing approved (11 Timothy 2:15).

Its Curriculum

This curriculum is a study of the be liever’s 
identification with the Lord Jesus Christ (Titus 
2:11, 12) and is based on love (II Corinthians 
5:14).

What is in man is revealed by law. What is 
in Christ is revealed by grace. The Cross 
put away man and all that was against him 
(PRAISE THE LORD! – Colossians 2:14; 
Galatians 6:14). What the Law could not do, 
grace in Christ has fully done (PRAISE THE 
LORD! – Romans 8:3)! The Law was made 
for sinners, not for saints (i.e., righteous men) 
– I Timothy 1:9; the Law has power over the 
living, not the dead (Romans 7:1).

 “Deny ungodliness and worldly lusts”

This is the FIRST part of the identifi cation 
truth!

The meaning of deny is “to disavow, to 
renounce.” The fact is that we are dead to sin 
in Christ! (Galatians 2:20; Romans 6:2, 14). 
We are to learn from grace of our position in 
Christ Jesus and then come to agreement (i.e., 
acknowledgement) with God as to exactly 

who we are. “That’s just not me” is what we 
say concerning the “old man” (i.e., the old self; 
c.f. Romans 6:11). Every be liever will either 
“deny” who he was in Adam (Titus 2:12) or 
who he is in Christ (II Timothy 3:5).

 “We should live soberly, right eously, and 
godly”

This is the second part of our identifi cation 
in Christ! Our new man is “alive” in Christ 
(“alive unto God” – Romans 6:11; Galatians 
2:20; Christ manifest – II Corin thians 4:10, 
11; Christ magnified – Philip pians 1:20).

The meaning of soberly is that of having a 
“sound mind” (c.f. Timothy 3:2,11; Titus 1:8; 
2:2, 4, 6; it is translated “right mind” in Luke 
8:35).

Sobriety is thinking with the divine viewpoint! 
(Romans 12:1-2).

Its Students

 The Body of Christ

Grace teaching (i.e., grace motivated living) 
is taught only to the believer! There is not 
a lost man enrolled. The believer is its only 
recipient! (The religious system offers only a 
cheap imitation – II Timothy 3:5. It tries to 
reform the conduct of the world. The world is 
simply being who they are: sinners. What they 
need is the gospel!)

 Adult Sons
 
We are not taught or dealt with in this school 
as children, but as adult sons (Galatians 4:5-7).

Anyone can be a student! Grace is available 
to all men – “… grace … to all men” (Titus 
2:11)! Are you enrolled?
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T
he “right division” of II Timothy 2:15 is 
more than just an issue of basic “dispensa-
tions.” It is learning to make a difference, 

anywhere that God makes a difference.

A distinction of great importance to the be liever 
is that of his standing and state. It is essential that 
the believer recognize this basic subject. A proper 
understanding of this dis tinction is a real step 
toward a proper grasp of the doctrine of Paul’s 
Epistles as well as a realization of the believer’s 
true relationship to God.

Definition of Terms

Standing

 “A stationary condition, a position taken up”

State

 “The quality of a person’s circum stances”

Description of the Doctrine

Standing

Our standing is who we are in Christ. This is 
the divine viewpoint. It is a result of the finished 
cross work of the Lord Jesus Christ. This has to 
do with our identity and union with Jesus Christ 
(I Corinthians 1:30) in His death, burial and 
resurrection (Galatians 2:20). We are accepted 
(Ephesians 1:6), sealed (Ephesians 1:13; 4:30) 
and destined for glory (Romans 8:18; 30). 
Our standing is thus settled, sure, perfect and 
unchangeable.

Our standing is made no better or worse by our 
actions or lack of actions. (This standing is not 
gained by prayer, service, “church”-going, giving, 
living a clean life, etc.).

State

This is the actual circumstances, condi tions and 
situations of our earthly life. It has to do with 
our daily walk. Thus, our state can be unsettled, 
unsure, imperfect and changing.

Paul always deals with standing, then state; 
doctrine, then deportment; creed, then conduct; 
belief, then behavior; position, then practice.

 Romans

This teaching pattern of Paul can be seen in the 
epistle written to the Romans. Note its natural 
divisions:

 Doctrinal (chapters 1-8)

 Dispensational (chapters 9-1 1)

 Deportmental (chapters 12-16)

 Ephesians

Another example of Paul’s pattern can be clearly 
seen in Ephesians:

 Standing (chapters 1-3)

 State (chapters 4-6)

Usage of the Specific Terms

Standing

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ: By whom also we have access by 
faith into this grace wherein we STAND, and 
re joice in hope of the glory of God” (Ro-
mans 5:1-2).

Standing and StateStanding and State
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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“Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the 
gospel which I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye STAND” 
(I Corinthians 15:1).

State

“But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timo-
theus shortly unto you, that I also may be 
of good comfort, when I know your STATE. 
For I have no man likeminded, who will 
naturally care for your STATE” (Philippians 
2:19-20).

“Not that I speak in respect of want: for I 
have learned, in whatsoever STATE I am, 
therewith to be content. I know both how to 
be abased, and I know how to abound: every 
where and in all things I am instructed both 
to be full and to be hungry, both to abound 
and to suffer need” (Philippians 4:11-12).

“And my STATE shall Tychicus declare unto 
you, who is a beloved brother, and a faith-

ful minister and fellowservant in the Lord” 
(Colossians 4:7).

Conclusion:

Spiritual growth starts with spiritual realization. 
We must be able to distinguish between the 
spiritual and the physical, who we really are from 
the circumstances of our earthly life. Paul gives us 
the proper viewpoint when he writes:

“While we look not at the things which are 
seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal; 
but the things which are not seen are eter-
nal” (II Corinthians 4:18).

In our state, we may “suffer need” (Philip pians 
4:12), but the reality of our standing is that we are 
“rich” through Christ (II Corin thians 8:9). Never 
confuse the shadow (1 Chronicles 29:15; Psalm 
102:11) and vapor (James 4:14) with the reality! 
True spiritual growth begins with a “reality check.”  

THE POSITIVE ASSERTION

“I Know my Redeemer Liveth”

 Assurance – “1 know”
 Possession – “my”
 Designation – “Redeemer”
 Deification – “liveth”

(c.f. Revelation 1:18)

THE SURE PREDICTION

“And He shall stand at the latter day upon 
the earth”

 Certainty – “He shall”
 Permanency – “stand”
 Time – “Latter day”
 Place – “Upon the earth”

(c.f. Zechariah 14:1-4, 9; Acts 1:9-12)

THE HAPPY CONTEMPLATION

“And though after my skin worms destroy 
this body yet in my flesh I shall see God.”

 Admission – “though”
 Interval – “after my skin...”
 Resurrection – “yet in my flesh”
 Vision – “shall see God.”

JobJob’s Outlooks Outlook
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Job 19:25, 26
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I began to see the life of a believer in a different vein. My 
whole understanding of ministry began to change, what it 
was and how it was to be conducted. It took time. It didn’t 
happen overnight. In fact, it has taken a few years to come 
into full development in my own thinking. I am now so very 
thankful for a brother willing to go “outside the camp” and 
take a stand – a brother willing to take the ridicule and lack of 
reputation for the things that he saw. “Thanks, brother Gene!”

October Meetings

There are three upcoming meetings in Ohio, New York and 
Virginia for the month of October:

Ohio

Dates: October 12 & 13
Location: Knavery & Minerva, OH
Speaker: Clyde Pilkington, Jr.
Contact: Ted Fellows, (330) 868-4319 or,
 Pam Moody, (330) 832-9227

New York

Dates: October 19 & 20
Location: Schaghticoke
Speakers: Bill Petri, Tracy Plessinger, Clyde Pilkington
Contact: Duane Mishler, (518) 664-8608 or,
 Ron Crowther, (518) 753-4751

Virginia

Dates: October 25–27
Location: Gladstone, VA
Event: G.R.A.C.E. (Gladstone Retreat and Camping 

Event)
Contact: Clyde Pilkington, (804) 933-4437

Until next issue, I remain your brother,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

(continued from page 366)


