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Human Government:
Where Do We Fit In?

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN (GOVERNMENT

AND THE BELIEVER’S RELATIONSHIP TO IT TODAY
Part |
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

What begins in this issue of the BSN,
and will follow in future issues, is a feeble
and brief attempt to begin an approach
toward the Scriptural doctrine of human
government. This is a subject that affects
every believer. Many hours have been
devoted to this document, but many
more hours of careful study deserve to be
invested in this critical subject.

The Body of Christ is beset on every side
by those who would, for one reason or
another, have us become “involved.”
There are countless conservative
“Christian” organizations that will assist
the believer in this endeavor. And there
are a wide variety of political and patriotic
philosophies afloat, as well as that special
“Christian” cause to suit your liking.

In my life as a believer, I have found
myself at times involved, to one degree or
another, with “noble Christian” activism.
In each of these periods, my heart became

distracted. The thoughts of my mind were
often of “the cause.” My conversation
commonly drifted toward “the issues.”

What you hold in your hands is only an
attempt to address some of the concerns
that I have. It is my desire that this effort
simply serve as a starting place. Please give
it thoughtful and prayerful consideration.

A fellow,

Clyde

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

(continued on page 403)
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Dear Saints:
A Personal Note

Things are going fairly well with our family Bible bookstore
& library. We continue having the opportunity of meeting
folks and ministering to them. We have been given the
opportunity to have book reviews over two local radio
stations. One is a weekly broadcast, the other is daily. Think
of the possibilities!

There is one area in which I could use assistance from our
readers. We try to carry as wide a selection of materials as is
possible. But as I am sure you are aware, there are so many
items that we cannot carry by conviction. I would appreciate
your passing along to me the titles of any good books that you
may know. Over the years I have been introduced to jewels in
this manner. We desire to carry material that can minister to
our customers. Thank you for any suggestions that you may
be able to offer.

North Carolina

I was able to slip away one weekend in February to North
Carolina for my niece’s wedding. My family stayed behind and
ran the store. While there I was able to have some wonderful
fellowship and study with some saints just south of Raleigh.
They are folks who understand Paul’s distinct ministry. They
also really enjoy their identity in Christ and freedom from the
religious system!

The Custers and the McConnells have just recently moved to
North Carolina from upstate New York. I met the Custers in
Batavia in the fall of 1995. It was so good to see them once
again. Kindred spirits reconnecting!

The Custers’sonand daughter-in-law also came to the gathering
of the church in their parents’ house, as did our longtime
dear and precious friends Lester and Thelma Carpenter
from Goldsboro. My mother was with me and we had a
wonderful day together. I look forward to getting back there!

As some of you probably already know, my mother was
unable to adjust to life in the country. She has returned to
the area that was home for almost forty years. We miss her
greatly. Please continue to pray for her.

Your fellow,

Clyde Pilkington
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The Establishment
and Development
of Human Government

THE RoorTts
ofF HumMAN GOVERNMENT

Human government has its roots in Genesis
chapter one when God gave dominion over all
the earth to Adam and Eve.

“And God said, Let us make man in our
image, after our likeness: and let them
have dominion over the fish of the seaq,
and over the fowl of the air, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over ev-
ery creeping thing that creepeth upon the
earth.” (Genesis 1:27)

The government of the earth was vested in the
family. The authorities were a husband and
his wife. There was to be an increase in their
domain through their children.

“And God blessed them, and God said
unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and
have dominion over the fish of the sea,
and over the fowl of the air, and over

every living thing that moveth upon the
earth” (Genesis 1:28).

God gave dominion to Adam and Eve in verse
27. Yet note in verse 28 the subduing of the
earth and continued dominion over the earth
followed “be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish
the earth.” As Adam and Eve had children, their
kingdom increased and the authority naturally
passed to them.

Thus, the government was vested, not in the
nuclear family! of contemporary thought, but

1. “The Old Testament family is a wider circle than the typical
two-generation nuclear family of parents and children char-
acteristic of contemporary Western society.” Sinclair Fergu-
son, ed., New Dictionary of Theology, (Downers Grove, IL,
InterVarsity Press, 1988) page 251.

in the extended family through a patriarchal
system.? This patriarchal form of government
was, by natural rule, passed to and through the
eldest son, the first born.?

THE ATtACK ON HUMAN GOVERNMENT

In Genesis chapter three, Satan made a strategic
attack on this new dominion on the earth.
Adam and Eve were successfully alienated from
the source of their authority, God. Therefore
human government became corrupted; like
its leadership, it was in a fallen state. And this
corruption spread like a cancer,* so by the time
we get to Genesis chapter six, we see that its

“Another term for family, bayith, included all living within the
confines and jurisdiction of the dwelling.” Merril Tenney, ed.,
New International Dictionary of the Bible, (Grand Rapids,
MI, Zondervan, 1987) page 343.

“In both testaments the family is much broader, and much
more important , than we normally see it being in our day.
With regard to the family, one thing is absolutely clear in
the Bible. Nowhere in Scripture is there found the idea that
each ‘family’ consists of two parents and 2.3 children living
in a house on a lot 100 by 60 feet and as an isolated unit,
with ‘King and Queen’ and a three-bedroom home as their
little ‘castle.’ In the Bible, the family was too broad and too
important for such isolation ...

“Actually, the concept of the ‘nuclear’ family of today - the
typical two generation nuclear family of parents and children
characteristic of contemporary Western society’ - is not
only foreign to the Bible; it is relatively new in the history of
America as well ...” Terry & Beverly Miethe, Serving Christ:
A Family Affair, (Joplin, MO, College Press, 1995) pages
178-179.

2. Patriarchal - “Belonging to patriarchs.” Patriarch - “The

father and ruler of a family; one who governs by paternal
right.” Noah Webster, American Dictionary of the English
Language, 1828.
“Under the patriarchal administration, the father is supreme
in command. The authority which the father has, extends to
his wife, to his children, his children’s children, his servants,
and to all his household, and if he is the sheik, to all the
tribe ... When Abraham, Isaac and Jacob lived in tents in the
Land of Promise, they were ruled by this same system ... In
many ways the father was the supreme court of appeal in
domestic matters.” Fred H. Wight, Manners and Customs of
Bible Lands, (Chicago, IL, Moody Press) page 103.

3. “In a majority of cases, the great authority which the father
had, was handed down to his eldest son, who took over the
position of leadership upon the death of his father. Hence
Isaac became the new ‘sheik’ over his father’s household
upon the death of Abraham ... In some cases, the father be-
stowed the succession of authority on other than the eldest
son, as when Isaac bestowed it upon Jacob instead of Esau
(Genesis 27)” Wight, page 104.

4. “Alittle leaven leaveneth the whole lump” (Galatians 5:9).
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wickedness was far beyond hope:®

“And it came to pass, when men began to
multiply on the face of the earth ... God
saw that the wickedness of man was great
in the earth, and that every imagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually ... And the LORD said, I will
destroy man whom I have created from
the face of the earth; both man, and beast,
and the creeping thing, and the fowls of
the air; for it repenteth me that I have
made them.” (Genesis 6:1, 5, 7)

Notice that what God saw was the “wickedness
of man.” It was man to whom God had entrusted
the government of the earth: “let us make man

. and let them have dominion.” The earthly
corruption was so bad that God had to execute
a massive, worldwide death penalty, via the
flood.

THE PRESERVATION
ofF HumMAN GOVERNMENT

God separated one family of this earthly
government: Noah, his wife and their
descendants. They found grace® to continue
the dominion of the earth. Consequently,
the original command to Adam and Eve was
repeated to them:

“And God blessed Noah and his sons, and
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply,
and replenish the earth” (Genesis 9:1).

THE BROADENING OF POWER
IN HUMAN GOVERNMENT

To assist Noah and his sons in curtailing the
widespread corruption on the earth, God gave
this patriarchal government the authority to
execute the ultimate penalty that a government
can inflict: death. This was given to them on a

5. Atime period of approximately 1600 years.
6. “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD” (Genesis
6:8)

man-by-man, rather than on a massive basis.

“And surely your blood of your lives will
I require; at the hand of every beast will I
require it, and at the hand of man; at the
hand of every man’s brother will I require
the life of man. Whoso sheddeth man’s
blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for
in the image of God made he man. And
you, be ve fruitful, and multiply; bring
forth abundantly in the earth, and multi-
ply therein” (Genesis 9:5-7).

Thus the purpose of human government, as
ordained by God, was now expanded to serve
as a restraining force against evil. Therefore, in
this respect, the agents of human government
are ministers of God. Even some 2,400 years
later, both the apostles Paul and Peter confirm
this design by God (Romans 13:1-7; Titus 3:1;
[ Timothy 2:1-2; [ Peter 2:13-17).

“Let us return to the time immediately after the
flood ... God gave Noah authority over human
life. Man then began his long history of failure in
trying to govern himself. At the tower of Babel,
in Genesis chapter 11, the result of Human
Government was fully revealed.”’

THE FURTHER REBELLION
Or HuMAN GOVERNMENT

God had given man clear instruction, “replenish
the earth . . . be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring
forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply
therein.” Man did the very opposite.

‘And the whole earth was of one lan-
guage, and of one speech. . . And they
said, Go to, let us build us a city and a
tower, whose top may reach unto heav-
en; and let us make us a name, lest we
be scattered abroad upon the face of the
whole earth. And the LORD came down

7. Eugene F. Rueweler, A Dispensational and Prophetic Bible
Study That Answers the Question WHY WAR? (St. Louis,
MO, Daily Radio Bible Class, n.d.) p. 10.
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to see the city and the tower, which the
children of men builded. And the LORD
said, Behold, the people is one, and they
have all one language; and this they begin
to do: and now nothing will be restrained
from them, which they have imagined to
do. Go to, let us go down, and there con-
found their language, that they may not
understand one another’s speech. So the
LORD scattered them abroad from thence
upon the face of all the earth: and they left
off to build the city. Therefore is the name
of it called Babel; because the LORD did
there confound the language of all the
earth: and from thence did the LORD
scatter them abroad upon the face of all
the earth” (Genesis 11:1, 4-9).

HuMAN GOVERNMENT AND WAR

“Human government climaxed at Babel, and
since then the world has known only confusion.
The meaning of the word ‘Babel’ is confusion.
God was left out and the results were soon seen.
The first war as a result of Human Government
without God followed ...”%

“And it came to pass in the days of Amra-
phel king of Shinar, Arioch king of Ellasar,
Chedorlaomer king of Elam, and Tidal
king of nations; That these made war with
Bera king of Sodom, and with Birsha king
of Gomorrah, Shinab king of Admah, and
Shemeber king of Zeboiim, and the king of
Bela, which is Zoar. All these were joined
together in the vale of Siddim, which is
the Salt Sea” (Genesis 14:1-3)

“Like everything else entrusted to man, human
government soon failed. The sword of the
magistrate became the sword of the conqueror.
The right to legislate and govern man proved
to be a heady wine for a fallen race. The story
of Babel shows how man used his new-found
authority to plan organized rebellion against

8. Ibid., p.11.

the very throne of God itself. Up until this time
rebellion had been on an individual basis,
now it had become federated. The world’s first
‘united nations,” with headquarters at Babylon,
symbolized the last one. Genesis 11 and 12
foreshadow Revelation 13, 17-18.7°

THE DoMESsTIC DIVISION OF
HuMAN GOVERNMENT: NATIONALISM

Noah’s descendants were divided by the
branches of their family tree. These domestic
divisions represented distinct governmental
agencies. Hence we have the first usage of the
word nations in the Scripture in the genealogies
of Genesis chapter 10:

“Now these are the generations of the sons
of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth: and
unto them were sons born after the flood
... The sons of Japheth ... By these were
the isles of the Gentiles divided in their
lands; every one after his tongue, after
their families, in their nations ... These are
the sons of Ham, after their families, af-
ter their tongues, in their countries, and in
their nations. These are the sons of Shem,
after their families, after their tongues, in
their lands, after their nations. These are
the families of the sons of Noah, after their
generations, in their nations: and by these
were the nations divided in the earth after
the flood.” (Genesis 10:1, 5, 20, 31-32)

Notice the branches of Noah’s descendants are
spoken of in terms of “their generations,” “their
families,” “their nations,” “their tongues,”
their lands.” The governments, nations, lands,
and languages of the earth were ancestral in
nature.

(This is part of a continuing series on human
government.)

9. John Phillips, Exploring Romans, (Neptune, NJ, Loizeaux
Brothers, 1969) p. 213.
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T he Ildentification of the Wife

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOME
Part XIII
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“Male and female created he them; and blessed them, and called their
name Adam, in the day when they were created.” (Genesis 5:2)

et us consider the subject of names in this
‘ lesson. Just what is a name? It is a way in

which you and [ are IDENTIFIED. How do
you know who wrote this article? There is a name
at the end of it. It identifies the author. One’s name
is one’s identification. We give it to each other over
the phone, we place it on “identification tags” and
“I.D. cards.”

Names are important to our identification. The
Scripture says that:

“A good name is rather to be chosen than great
riches, and loving favor rather than silver and

gold” (Proverbs 22:1).

Let’s get a little bit more technical so that we may
understand something about the husband and wife.

There are a few different parts to a name. We shall
take my name for example:

Mr. Clyde Lynn Pilkington, Jr.

We will use my identification to consider the different
parts of our names:

Title or Prefix

Mr.

First, Given or Forename

Clyde
Middle Name

Lynn

Last, Family or Surname

Pilkington

Generational Suffix

dJr.

TITLES - The most common titles identify one’s
most basic position and function:

Miss — a prefix used by an unmarried woman
Mrs — a prefix used by a married woman (wife)
Master — a prefix used by a young man
Mr - a prefix used by an adult man
GIVEN names — Most people in the Bible are
identified by this, their given name. It usually was a
name of significant meaning.
SURnames — The name to identify all members of
the same family, thus, this is the family name. This
became more necessary as individuals with the same
given name lived in the same area.

There are three main sources of surnames:

Personal -Names that identified something “physical”
about the family:

Fairchild, Short, Small, Longfellow, Johnson
(John’s son), Davidson, Jackson, MacAdams
(Son of Adam), MacWilliams, O’Hair O’Ryley.

Locational — Names that identified where the family
lived:
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River, Field, Atwater, Atwood, Wood, Forest,
Ford, Lake, Brooks, Stone, Creek.

Occupational — Names that identified the family
business:

Barber, Butcher, Baker, Smith, Cooper, Leach
(doctor), Farmer, Carpenter, Archer, Mason,
Taylor, Cook, Miller, Gardener.

SUFFIX — Used to identify a succeeding generation
using the same forename.

Now let’s reflect on our text (Genesis 5:2) passage.
To help us really grasp the significance of this verse,
let’s also look at another verse and see if we can note
any distinction.

“And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because
she was the mother of all living” (Genesis
3:20).

What is the difference between these two verses?
Well, let’s see if we can catalog the differences:

GENESIS 3 GENESIS 5
1. Time: After the Fall
2. Named: “Eve”

3. Named by: Adam
4. Viewpoint: Adamic

1. Time: At Creation
2. Named: “Adam”
3. Named by: God
4. Viewpoint: Divine

God calls the woman ADAM (“called their name
Adam”). God takes a rib out of Adam and makes
him an helpmeet and then identifies her as ADAM!

This shouldn’t be so odd to us, for even in our own
culture today, when a man marries a wife she takes
his name (I wonder where we obtained that idea?)!

When my wife and [ married, she surrendered her
former family surname HYDE and assumed my family
surname PILKINGTON. She became identified with
me. She became a part of my family. She became
my next of kin; my nearest living relative.

Yet is that all that really happened? NO, indeed! She
became MUCH MORE than a relative! She became
one with me! We became one flesh!

The definitive phrase “one flesh” is used seven time
in Scripture:

“one flesh” (Genesis 2:24)
“one flesh” (Matthew 19:5)
“one flesh” (Matthew 19:6)
“one flesh” (Mark 10:8a)

“one flesh” (Mark 10:8b)

“one flesh” (I Corinthians 6:16)
“one flesh” (Ephesians 5:31)

Did you realize that this principle is also still reflected
in our modern usage of names? Let’s gather a few
more thoughts to better illustrate the point. Look
carefully at the following two names:

Governor Thomas Jefferson
President Thomas Jefferson

Have you ever heard of either of these two men?
“Well, Clyde, these are not two different men,” you
reply. “Correct?” Why, you are right, they are one
and the same person. Thomas Jefferson served
as both the third President of the United States
(1801-1809), and the second free Governor of the
Commonwealth of Virginia (1799-1781).

So, those two names are actually the same person.
The only difference in them is their titles of position
and function (i.e., role or responsibility). One
identifies Thomas Jefferson’s function as a Governor
and the other as a President, but they are indeed
the same person. In other words, you can simply
remove the titles of function and the names identify
the same individual:

Governor Thomas Jefferson
President Thomas Jefferson

Now, are you ready for the point? Look very carefully
again at two more names, and think about what you
see:

Mr. Clyde Lynn Pilkington, Jr.
Mrs. Clyde Lynn Pilkington, Jr.

Have you ever heard of these two people? The more
important question is: Are these two different people?
No, this is one person with two different functions
(i.e., roles, responsibilities)! One identifies Clyde
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Lynn Pilkington, Jr.’s function as the head and the
other as the helpmeet, but we are indeed the same
person. In other words, you can simply remove the
titles of function and the names identify the same
individual:

Mr: Clyde Lynn Pilkington, Jr.
Mrs: Clyde Lynn Pilkington, Jr.

Now that we have removed the titles, what do we
have? One person!

In fact, the titles are often placed together to read
like this:

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Lynn Pilkington, Jr.

ONE NAME; TWO FUNCTIONS! See, the wife not
only becomes a part of her husband’s family — thus
taking on his surname; she also becomes a part of
HIM - thus taking on HIS given name (forename)!

In Genesis chapter five God called the male and
the female “Adam.” So, how many Adams were
there? ONE. Adam was manifest in TWO roles, or
functions: male and female. These two functions
could be represented by the two different prefixes:
Mr. & Mrs.

Mr. Adam (Adam male)
Mrs. Adam (Adam female)!

Let’s look at it another way, with other prefixes:

Brother Clyde Lynn Pilkington, Jr.
Sister Clyde Lynn Pilkington, Jr.

Which, reduced to the forename is:

Brother Clyde (Clyde male)
Sister Clyde (Clyde female)

1. Atrend has become fashionable in our day. Wives are keep-
ing their maiden name - with all its IDENTITY. And something
that has become even more popular is the usage of the new
prefix “Ms.” The purpose of the use of the maiden name or
the Ms is to obscure IDENTIFICATION. Some women feel
it unfair to have Miss and Mrs while the adult male has only
Mr. But did you ever stop to consider why married and un-
married men alike use Mr? It is because marriage does not
affect their IDENTITY!

Brother & Sister Clyde

Now, this can affect your thinking! What has
happened in marriage is that there has been a change
in the woman’s IDENTITY; with who she is. She has
become a part of a new family. But more than that,
she has become a part of her husband. She has a
new personal identity — that of her husband’s! She is
ONE with HIM!

This is not saying that the two of them cease from
their (two) identities and form a new (third) one;
but she joins HIS identity! AND her new identity is
recognized by a name EXCHANGE that is from a
DIVINE VIEWPOINT!

Now, remember the misleading “unity candle”
ceremony that we spoke of in part ten of this series?
There are three candles on a stand. The two outer
candles are lit prior to the official ceremony. These
two candles are supposed to represent the man and
the woman. During the ceremony, the man and
woman both take one of the outer lit candles (which
represent each of them) and then join the flames
together on the wick of the third, center candle. Once
that center candle has been lit, they each blow out
their candles and return them to the candle holders.
This is supposed to represent the two becoming one.

This is an incorrect illustration. If this ceremony
matched the doctrinal presentation of the marriage
relationship, there would be two candles, both lit
prior to the ceremony. The woman would take her
candle and join her flame with her husband’s candle
and then blow her candle OUT. The two do not
become a THIRD! The two become ONE, and that
one is the man!

“And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and
flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man” (Genesis 2:23).

“For the man is not of the woman; but the woman
of the man. Neither was the man created for the
woman; but the woman for the man” (I Corinthians
11:8-9).

(This is part of a continuing series on the Home.)
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T he Coss and Recovery
of T ruth

by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

hen Paul the Apostle preached the
good news concerning Christ and
His Church at Ephesus, his ministry

continued in Asia for the space of two years
(Acts 19:10). We read that the Word of God
grew mightily and prevailed and that “all they
which dwelt in Asia heard the Word of the Lord
Jesus.” Yet at the close of his ministry and of his
life, he writes his last epistle to Timothy. He says,
“I am now ready to be offered, and the time of
my departure is at hand” (Il Timothy 4:6). “This
thou knowest, that all they which are in Asia be
turned away from me ...” (Il Timothy 1:15).

We are told on every hand today that we must
go back to the first three centuries to find the
purity of faith and worship of the primitive
Church!

But it is clear from this comparison of Acts 19:10
and II Timothy 1:15 that we cannot go back to
the first century. No, not even to the Apostle’s
own lifetime!

This turning away could not have been merely
from him personally, but must have included his
teaching also. For in chapter 2:18 he speaks of
those “Who concerning the truth have erred...”
In chapter 3:8 he speaks of those who ‘“resist
the truth.” In chapter 4:4 he speaks of those
who “turn away their ears from the truth” and
are “turned unto fables.”

It was Pauline truth and teaching from which all
had “turned away.”

It was this turning away from the truth as taught
by the Holy Spirit through Paul, especially as

contained in the epistles to the Ephesians, that
led necessarily:

(1) to the loss of the teaching concerning the
mystery: that truth concerning the one Body
of Christ. The effect of this was at once to put
everything wrong ecclesiastically and to make
room for all the various and different “bodies,”
so-called, with all the consequent divisions and
schisms of the church.

Instead of recognizing “the one body” which
God had made, men set about making their
own “bodies” and sects! With this ecclesiastical
confusion came the loss of the truth as to the
believer’s perfect standing in Christ as having
died and risen in Him.

(2) Next, after this, went the truth of the Lord’s
promised return from Heaven and of the
resurrection as the one great and blessed hope of
the Church. Other hopes, or rather fears, came
in their place; and “death and judgment” took
the place of those lost hopes. Having lost the
truth of what God had made Christ to be unto
us, and the joy as to our standing thus given, in
looking for that blessed hope, preparation for
death and judgment was the necessary result.
Therefore,

(3) the next thing to go was the truth as to
what God had made us to be in Christ; and
“justified by faith” and by grace was lost. The
way was now open for the full tide of error to
come in; and it came in like a flood, with all
the corruption and superstition that ended in
centuries which have the significant description,
“the dark ages.”
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Everyone is familiar with the term. But what
were the dark ages? How did they come?
They were not brought on suddenly by some
untoward event. There must have been some
cause, something that made them possible.
The corruption is historical. The Eastern
churches today are in similar darkness; and
the Western churches, where the Reformation
has not removed it, are in the same darkness.

The Reformation itself — what was it but the
beginning of a recovery of these great truths?
The remarkable fact is that the recovery of
these truths has taken place in the inverse
order to that in which they were lost.

Justification by grace through faith was the
first great truth recovered at the Reformation.
This was the truth over which the great battle
was fought and won, though the victory was
far from complete. For not until the nineteenth
century had well begun did the Lord’s return
from Heaven begin to become again the
blessed hope of His Church. In later years the
subject has become more and more precious
to increasing numbers.

Yet this great and “blessed hope” is not yet
really learned because it ought to be the natural
outcome of truth received and held, instead
of being treated as an independent subject
artificially produced. It must come from the
heart into the life, and not be merely held and
retained in the head if it is to be productive
of the blessed results seen in the Thessalonian
church. It must be learned experimentally as
a vital and essential part of our standing as
believers, and notbe studied asif it were an extra
subject, in order to produce Thessalonian fruit.
Hence, it is that we more often see prophecy
taken up as a study, rather than as the result of
a waiting for God’s Son from Heaven.

The last of the three truths to be recovered is
the truth taught In Ephesians; and it is only in

our own day that we see any real sense of the
loss, with any real effort to recover it.

The truth of the Mystery, as it was the first to
go, so it seems, is the last to be recovered.

The cause is that thousands of those who
profess to be Christians know little or nothing
of the Church Epistles. There is no other
profession which they could enter without
being able to pass a satisfactory examination
in the textbooks set forth for that purpose.
There is no position in life that any one could
apply for without being asked how much one
knew of its duties and responsibilities.

Yet the Christian “profession” is treated in quite
a different manner and as quite a different
matter. Anyone may undertake that, and all
the while be totally ignorant of the Church
Epistles. “The Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and
the Ten Commandments” are considered as
sufficient for Christian position and profession;
hence there is the almost total neglect of these
Epistles. The four Gospels and the Sermon
on the Mount are taken as the essence of
Christianity, instead of the Epistles specially
addressed to the church.

Hence there is the great ignorance of Christians
as to all that God has made Christ to be unto
His people, and to their standing in Christ, and
their completeness and perfection in Him; they
are easily led into error concerning their state
and their walk. Many know they are justified
by grace, yet seek to be sanctified by works.

Nothing but full knowledge of what is revealed
for our instruction in the Church Epistles will
effectually deliver us from all the new doctrines
and schools of thought which find an entrance
into our midst.

Church Epistles (1905)
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T he ?aulme Lpistles

—W. Leon Tucker

he Pauline Epistles must be approached
and studied as a distinctive body of writings
— as distinctive as the dispensation to which

they were given. Their matter, their message and
their mission determine their distinctive character.

The book of Holy Scripture is an unfolding of the
purpose, plan and program of God, from Genesis
to Revelation, each book or books equally inspired
of God (II Timothy 3:15; II Peter1:21), but each
succeeding part adding to the progressive unfolding
of God’s purpose in the process of revelation.

We insist at once and always that the subject
matter of the Scriptures has to do with three
classes, i.e., the Jew, the Gentile, and the Church
of God. These are not identical, never have been,
and never will be. Kingdom and Church have
not a single letter in common. There is no way,
logically, etymologically, or theologically to induce
them to mean the same thing. The epistles of Paul
are addressed to the Church of God, and are as
distinct from the other writings as the Church is
in her calling and character, conduct and destiny,
from Israel and the nations.

The student must face this fact or fail to grasp
the meaning of the Book! The saddest fact in
the history of the Church is the ignoring of the
Church epistles. They are looked upon as but an
appendage to the Gospels and Acts as having
about as much significance as a footnote to a book
and about the same relation incidental when they
are fundamental.

In many pulpits there is raised the cry, “back to
Jesus and the Sermon on the Mount,” while the
Spirit expressly directs us to the Epistles until we
see “this Jesus, Whom you crucified, both Lord
and Christ,” risen, glorified, ascended, seated and
coming again!

Because of this ignorance, Unitarianism, Spiritism,
Russellism, Eddyism, Buddhism, Theosophy, and
many kindred delusive doctrines have made inroads
upon the life and spirituality of the Church.

The International Sunday School Lesson
Committee have for years avoided the Epistles,
and as a result, have a conception of the person
and work of our Lord Jesus Christ, but little above
that of an Emerson or an Eddy! There is a famine
for the Word of God, especially for the Epistles.

The Epistles of Paul call us from Jewish ground to
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, from the Gospel of
the kingdom to the Gospel of the “Grace of God”
and the “Glory of God.”

With these epistles, the believer finds both his calling
and his hope. Of this, multitudes are ignorant. We find
we are called to be a heavenly people, and our hope

is a heavenly Savior (Philippians 3:20-21; Ephesians
1:18).

If such a revelation came into the consciousness
of the children of God everywhere, who could
estimate the spiritual results?

There are many dear children of God living “under
the sun” with every plan and purpose of life going
up and out in vanity, vexation and vapor. They
know nothing better than Ecclesiastes, and have
come to its mournful and melancholy conclusion
(Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

Yes, know nothing better than Ecclesiastes, when
Ephesians reveals the remedy for an earthbound
life in One Who has the purpose and the power
to lift out of earthly places “under the sun” into
heavenly places in Himself! Oh, that we may
know the righteousness of Romans, the order of
Corinthians, the liberty of Galatians, the calling
of Ephesians, the joy of Philippians, the Head of
Colossians, the Coming One of Thessalonians,
the precious deposit of Timothy, and the glorious
appearing of Titus.

From a lecture given at the Bible Institute of Los
Angeles (BIOLA) in 1923.
Truth Aflame, March/April 1991
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