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The Greek and Hebrew words translated nations are
also repeatedly translated as Gentiles and heathen.!
The reasons should he obvious to those acquainted
with the Scripture. By the time of the tower of Babel
was built the nations had fixed their course as hea-
then. Gentiles!

The nations of this world had three great falls. They
had a clear history of closing their eyes to God’s
truth and walking away from Him. The history of
Gentiles and then’ corruption is explicitly revealed
in Romans chapter 1. Three repeated phrases show
the three major turning points for the nations of the
world:

The garden of Eden - “God gave them up”

(:24)
The flood of Noah - “God gave them up” (:26)
Thetower of Babel — “God gave them over”
(:28)

“They had given Him up, and now He gives them

1. Hebrew #1471. Greek #1484, James Strong, Stionq’s Ex-
haustive Concordance, (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House).

up.”? God simply “handed them over to the power
of sin.”® Human government, as all other endeavors
under the sun by those still in Adam, is “full of evil”
(Ecclesiastes 9:3). In other words, the nations of
the world are now under Satanic control. It should
be remembered that the devil reasoned with Christ
from this point:

“... Taking Him up into an high mountain,
shewed unto Him all the kingdoms of the
world in a moment of time. And the devil said
unto Him, All this power will I give thee, and
the glory of them: for that is delivered unto
me; and to whomsoever I will I give it. It thou

therefore wilt worship me, all shall be thine”
(Luke 4:5-7).

(continued on page 415)

2. Arno C. Gaebelein, Gaebelein’s Concise Commentaty on the
Whole Bible (Neptune, NJ: Loizeaux Brothers, 1985) p. 896.

3. M.R.Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament (Vol. 3, p.
18).
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Dear Saints,

As this issue goes out, my mind is drawn to our relationships
to one another as members of Christ's Body. Often issues
are dealt with in these pages that are unconventional. These
topics could easily be used as sources of controversy and
contention. This is not our desire and we have sought to voice
this from our first issue:

“We have no comer on truth, nor does anyone else. None
possesses ‘all truth’ infallibly. Therefore we seek to fellowship
with all those who love the Lord Jesus Christ and take pleasure
in His precious Word. We agree with the words of George
Whitefield when he said, ‘I truly love all that love the glorious
Emmanuel, and though 1 cannot depart from the principles
which | believe are clearly revealed in the Book of God, yet
| can cheerfully associate with those that differ from me, if
| have reason to think that they are united to our common
Head.’

“We desire to avoid destructive ‘uniformity’ and allow for
differences of opinion. We don’t expect our readers to
agree with everything that will appear within the pages of
this publication. But we do trust that you will study out the
information and that it will stimulate further Bible study.

“As one editor has so well said, ‘| hope anyone following after
me will go further than | have gone in the search for truth,
will see more of the Word of God than | have seen, and will
explore where | never dreamt treasures were to be found.’

“And do not be surprised if, from time to time, you read articles
which reflect change from previous things which we have said
or written. This is progress.

“We simply ask that you keep an open Bible and an open
mind.”

In this issue, | would like to add a few more thoughts along
this line.

A Scripture that has captivated my mind for some time is
Romans 14:1-15:7. It deals with the relationship of believers
with each other. There are sad divisions and separations within
the Body of Christ over just about every imaginable issue
possible. How this must grieve the heart of our Living Head!
And vyet, if we will but just listen, Paul gives us the solution
to divisions over differences of understanding. He sums it up
quite well in Romans 15:7 “Therefore receive ye one another,
as Christ also received us to the glory of God.”

William Kelly writes concerning this verse: “Certainly Christ did
not receive souls for settling points of difference. He who died
and rose for us is above the controversies and the scruples
and the self-importance of men. ... Christ, not this question or
that, abides the only unerring test. To receive one in His name
is to God’s glory.”

Chuck Norman reminds us that: “While we were without
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What does this tell us about the kingdoms of this
world’? To whom do they belong? Is not Satan the
“god of this world?”* Is he not the “prince of the
power of the air?” And, accordingly, the nations of
the world will one day face the judgement of God:

“Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken
... For the indignation of the LORD is upon all
nations, and His fury upon all their armies: He
hath utterly destroyed them, He hath deliv-
ered them to the slaughter” (Isaiah 34:1, 2).

A NEw DivINELY ESTABLISHED NATION

What follows the account of the rebellion of Gen-
tiles at the tower of Babel is the selection of another
man, another new governmental start. The man is
Abram, later called Abraham. God chose him to
establish a new nation, a new family of people:

“Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get
thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred,
and from thy father’s house, unto a land that [
will shew thee: and I will make of thee a great
nation ... (Genesis 12:1, 2a).

God’s plan was to bless the other nations through
the instrumentality of Abraham’s nation.® Note very
carefully how the rest of Genesis 12:2 and verse
three is phrased:

“And I will bless thee, and make thy name
great and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will
bless them that bless thee, and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all FAMIILIES
of the earth be blessed.”

The his phrase “all the families of the earth” is
repeated in Genesis 28:14:

4. |l Corinthians 4:4; god meaning “magistrate.”

5. God prepared for a new nation through the seed of Abra-
ham. He had a threefold purpose with this nation. (1) to be
the channel, for the incoming seed of the woman, to the
earth, who would restore to man the dominion of the earth,
under the headship of God ... 2) As a repository for His truth
in toe earth, as we read in Romans 3:1, 2, and then (3) as a
national witness to Himself before the nations of the earth,
that had turned from Him. The nation Israel always being
a promise of better things to come on this earth, even as
all the prophets witness.” Eugene F Rueweler. A Dispensa-
tional & Prophetic Bible Study That Answers the Question
WHY WAR? (St. Louis Daily Radio Bible Class, n.d.) p. 10.

“And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth,
and thou shalt spread abroad to the west, and
to the east, and to the north. and to the south:
and in thee and in thy seed shall all FAMILIES
of the earth be blessed.”

Notice in other passages this promise is phrased as
follows:

“And in thy seed shall all the NATJONS of the
earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed
my voice” (Genesis 22:18).

“And I will make thy seed to multiply as the
stars of heaven, and will give unto thy seed all
these countries; and in thy seed shall all the
NATIONS of the earth be blessed” (Genesis
26:4).

Did you notice the difference? The word families
was replaced by the word nations. And this is not
just an English change: the same is true of the
Hebrew. God considers the words nations and
families to be interchangeable. And, of course, God
is always RIGHT!

Therefore, notice the nation of Israel is also called:

“the children of Israel”
“the house of Israel.”

Israel was also further broken down by families:
“the twelve tribes of Israel.”

Of course, Israel was as the changed name of’
Jacob:

“And He said, Thy name shall be called no
more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast

thou power with God and with men. and hast
prevailed” (Genesis 32:28).

So when we speak of the nation of Israel, we
speak of Jacobs nation, the children of Jacob, the
household I of Jacob (i.e., his descendants). Jacob
was the patriarch of Israel. The nation was divided
into family clans or tribes, named after their chief
patriarchs® (e.g. tribe of Judah). In Scripture even

6. "Jacob begat the twelve patriarchs” (Acts 7:8).
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the nation of Egypt is called “the family of Egypt”:
(Zechariah 14:8).

And the breakdown of the government of Israel’s
descendants did not stop there. The tribes were
additionally divided into smaller branches of gov-
ernmental authority by family, for example,

“The family of the Amramites” (Numbers 3:27),
are “the Amramites” (I Chronicles 26:23), and

“The family of the lzeharites” (Numbers 3:27),
are “the Izeharites” (I Chronicles 26:23). and

“The family of the Hebronites” (Numbers 3:27:
26:57), are “the Hebronites” (I Chronicles 26:23),
and

“The family of the Uzzielites” (Numbers 3:27).
are “the Uzzielites” (I Chronicles 26:23), and

“The family of the Gileadites” (Numbers 26:29),
are “the Gileadites” (Judges 12:5), and

“The family of the Gershonites” (Numbers 26:57),
are “the Gershonites” (I Chronicles 23:7), and

“The family of the Kohathites” (Numbers 2657),
are “the Kohathites” (Numbers 10:21), and

“The family of Judah” (Joshua 7:17) is ‘Judah”
(varied references), and

“The family of the Zarhites” (Joshua 7:17) are
“the Zarhites” (I Chronicles 27:11), and

“The family of the Danites” (Judges 13:2) are
“the Danites)” (I Chronicles 12:35), etc.

These smaller governmental family groups were
led by the family elders. Our English word elder
comes from the German ‘eltern’ which means
parents. In fact, Coverdale translated Romans 1:30,
“Disobedient to their elders.”’” The elders were
the older, senior, mature men of the families (i.e.,
nations).2

7. Richard Chenevix Trench. Dictionary of Obsolete English
(New York: Philosophical Library, 1958) p. 83.

8. The Hebrew word trarslated “elders” (#2205, is defined by
Strong as “old.” The KJV translators translated the word also
as ancient men (Ezra 3:12), “aged” (Job 12:20), “eldest”

WHy ISRAEL?

God had a plan with Israel to make them a blessing
to the Gentiles. They would be His source of rela-
tionship with the earth, and through their instrumen-
tality He would regain His authority over it.

“And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and
kings to the brightness of thy rising” (Isaiah
60:3).

This would be fulfilled through their promised Mes-
siah:

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given: and the government shall he upon his
shoulder: and his name shall he called Won-
derful, Counselor, The mighty God, The ev-
erlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. Of the
increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David,
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to es-
tablish it with judgment and with justice from
henceforth even forever. The zeal of the LORD
of hosts will perform this” (Isaiah 9:6-7).

When the Lord Jesus Christ came, He was Israel’s
national hope:

“And the angel said unto her, fear not, Mary:
for thou hast found favour with God. And, be-
hold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and
bring forth a son, and shalt call his name JE-
SUS. He shall be great, and shall be called the

(Genesis 24:2), “old” (Genesis 18:11), “senators” (Psalm
105:22, from which we get our word “senior”) and “utterly
old” (Ezekiel 916).

“The term ‘elders’ was no doubt originally applied to the
heads of families, and to the oldest persons in tribes.” James
M. Freeman, Manners & Customs of the Bible (Springdale,
PA: Whitaker, 1996), p. 387.

“Elder, literally, an older man.” William C. Martin editor. The
Layman’s Bible Encyclopedia (Nashville, TN: Southwestern,
1964). p 214

“The basic meaning of the Hebrew and Greek words for elder
is ‘old age.’ Herbert Lockyer editor, Nelson’s illustrated Bible
Dictionary (Nashville TN’ Thomas Nelson, 1986), p. 330.

An elder is one who “had by virtue of his right as firstborn
succeeded to the headship of a father’s house, of a tribal
family, or of the tribe itself (I Kings 8:1-3; Judges 8:14, 16).
In the ordinary course of nature only men of mature age
came into these positions, hence the designation elder.” J.D.
Davis, lllustrated Davis Dictionary of the Bible (Nashville,
TN: Royal Publishers, 1898-1973), p. 211.
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Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall
give unto Him the throne of his Father David:
And he shall reign over the house of Jacob

for ever: and of his kingdom there shall he no
end” (Luke 1:30-33).

This passage is significant. Israel. at the time of the
birth of Christ, although in their own land, had lost
their governmental control to the Gentiles. They
were occupied by a foreign (i.e., Gentile, heathen)
army; but instead of rejoicing over their long awaited
Messiah, they rejected him for the rule of Rome:

“We will not have this man to reign over us”
(Luke 19:14).

“Away with him, away with him, crucify him ...
We have no king but Caesar” (John 19:15).

THE BABEL-PENTECOST CONNECTION

The events of Pentecost were a sign to Israel of their
unbelief and impending doom. A thoughtful look
will reveal the correlation between the Gentiles and
Babel, and Israel and Pentecost. The Gentiles were
eventually set aside following the confusion of the
languages at the tower at Babel,

“Go to, let us en down, and there confound
their language, that they may not understand
one another’s speech” (Genesis 11:7).

Israel was eventually set aside foillowing the
CONFUSION OF THE LANGUAGES at Pentecost.

“Now when this was noised abroad, the multi-
tude came together, and were confounded,
because that every man heard them speak in
his own language” (Acts 2:6).

After the miracle of tongues at Babel, “the LORD
scattered them abroad from thence upon the face
of all the earth” (Genesis 11:8). After the miracle
of tongues at Pentecost, the twelve tribes “scattered
abroad.” Both events were a sign of the national
judgment of God. Both were followed by the
selection of a new leader. The tower of Babel in
Genesis chapter 1l is followed by the separation of
Abram (whose name was later changed to Abraham)
in Genesis chapter 12. Pentecost in Acts chapter 2

is followed by the separation of Saul (whose name
was later changed to Paul) in Acts chapter 9.

The Nations were alienated from God, set aside by
the formation of the one new nation. Now Israel was
alienated from God, set aside by the formation of
the one new man. Israel had joined the rebellion of
the nations. Stephen gave the judicial indictment of
God; they were,

“... Stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart
and ears” (Acts 7:51).

In other words, they were Gentiles in their hearts,
and they responded as Gentile “dogs:”®

“When they heard these things, they were cut
to the heart, and they gnashed on him with
their teeth,” (Acts 7:54).

Israel had rejected the ministry and efforts of 1)
God the Father,'° 2) God the Son,!! and 3) God
the Holy Spirit.!? Then with the rejection of the
work of the Holy Ghost they had committed the
unpardonable sin (Matthew 12:31, 32). They had
been “enlightened”” and had “tasted of the heavenly
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost.”
They had “tasted the good word of God, and the
powers of the world to come. Yet with all this, they
still rejected their only source of hope “and put Him
to an open shame.” It was now impossible” to renew
them again to repentance” (Hebrews 6:4-6).

Three strikes and you’re out!

Now, all nations of the earth are Gentile, heathen
nations!

“For there is no difference: For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God” (Romans
3:22, 23).

(This is part II of a continuing series on Human
Government.)

9. The Jews were accustomed to call the heathen dogs be-
cause [they were] ceremonially unclean; even Jesus once
employed the term ... J.D. Davis, Davis Bible Dictionary
(Nashville: Royal Publishers, 1973), p. 188.

10. c.f. Isaiah 6:9, 10.

11. c.f. Matthew 13:14, 15.

12. c.f. (Acts 28:26, 27).
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God.”

T he Bass for fellowship

— Daniel Andersen
“Him that is weak in the falth receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations.”
“Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ also received us to the glory of

Romans 14:1; 15:7

or creedal bases when there can be no absolute

certainty about them. The basis for fellowship
ought rather to he in the realm of love, rather
than in systematized doctrines, codified beliefs
and intellectual thought. Should any grounds for
fellowship be more important than faith and love
in relation to our Lord Jesus Christ and a patient
ongoing quest for truth? ...

]t is a tragedy that Christians unite on doctrinal

Believers should he encouraged to question and
discuss among themselves the most profound
topics of the Scriptures as fiercely as they talk
about the weather ... there should be no strife,
contentions, factions, no fear of recrimination or
embarrassment or being branded a heretic. To
insist on particular “articles of faith” or adherence
to certain doctrinal statements is arrogance.
Each believer must be given total freedom to
understand, formulate, and develop his or her
own personal concepts, statements, and beliefs
in an atmosphere of love, encouragement, and
support. The Scriptures themselves urge believers
to grow. To have growth is to expect development
and change. No one is born with the truth. It must
be obtained. And if the Scriptures constitute the
spine and source of one’s faith, the obtaining
of Scripture truth must he intensely individual
and personal by whatever means God’s truth is
communicated. If not, one’s faith would be faith
in someone or something other than believing

God.
THE PATH OF TS5HE TRUTH — A PROCESS

It follows from these views that I do not believe
there is anyone whom we can turn to for [infallible]
explanation, interpretation or answers. We have
no guru, apostle, or divinely inspired teacher to
give us the final and definitive truth on anything

in relationship to God or understanding the Bible.
The best any can do is to give their cuurrcnt
understanding ... We are all on this path of the
truth. We have in the Scriptures a lamp for our feet
as we pursue this path. To claim to have reached
the end of the path and attained absolute, final
knowledge and understanding Is presumptuous.
In this life we must continue on the path, continue
growing, continue learning. It is a process and we
must learn to feel comfortable in the process and
not claim full attainment. So Bible study must be
“perpetual and progressive”

This is not to say that convictions are to be shallow
and weak. When there is serious and sincere
investment in the search for truth, one’s personal
convictions can and should be deep. We are not
talking here about a superficial interest in the things
of God or the erecting of a facade of religiosity ...
When one has sifted through conflicting. teachings
and made honest assessments and identified and
formulated that which fits one’s overall grasp of
the Scriptures to the current extent of that grasp,
one is entitled to embrace one’s findings with
considerable conviction.

KNOWLEDGE NEVER COMPLETE

Yet we must always conduct ourselves in the light
of Paul’s remark in I Corinthians 8:2, “And if any
man think that he knoweth any thing, he knoweth
nothing yet as he ought to know.” Further, if Paul
could urge this attitude about knowing things in the
day of gifted teachers and divinely commissioned
stewards of the secrets of God as he himself was,
think of how much more appropriately such an
attitude befits us these 20 centuries later! (Notice
the surpassing value of love over knowledge in
the immediate context, I Corinthians 8:1-3).
Thus there must be a degree of tentativeness
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about everything understood and embraced
from the pages of the Scriptures. One should not
approach the Scriptures as an object of learning
and research with one’s mind made up ahead of
time as to what one will find. Thoughts and ideas
must he tested and explored in the realm of the
Scriptures at least as patiently and thoroughly as
in any realm of learning ...

BEeING BuiLt Up — A PROCESS

Finally,. I do not see that it is necessary to have a
strong position on every topic, idea or subject in
the Bible or on every doctrine, creed or statement
formed by religious organizations, individuals or
institutions. In fact, it would he impossible! There
are ever so many things that can remain open and
whose resolution can await further light at any time
in the near or distant future. Is it even necessary to
have a position on topics, themes, and doctrines
of the Bible? Has not the sense of a need for a

“position” been a cause of so much divisiveness
and fragmentation that have characterized
Christianity? The word position suggests an
entrenched view that must be maintained and de-
fended at all costs. And it suggests there are certain
known, specific views that are to he selected from
or chosen from so as to form one’s “position.”
Perhaps the finest and truest “positions” have yet
to be worked out and articulated!

How much more attractive is the word
“understanding!” Understanding is flexible.
Understanding can begin, can grow, can develop,
can change. To ask what one’s position is on a
matter can be intimidating, It tends to limit one
and to attach a label to one. To ask what one’s
understanding is on a matter is so much more
inviting, disarming, and supportive of a warm,
friendly interaction and real communication.

Taken from BIBLE STUDY: A Personal Quest

It is a basic proposition laid down by the Protestant
Reformers, that we must have a Bible understanded of
the people. This is common sense ... we must never
be obscurationists. We must never approach the Bible
in a mere antiquarian spirit. But it does seem to me
that there is a very grave danger incipient in so much
of the argument that is being presented today for
these new translations. There is a danger, I say, of our
surrendering something that is vital and essential.

Take this argument that the modern man does not
understand such terms as justification, sanctification
and so on. | want to ask a question. When did the
ordinary man ever understand these terms? Did
the colliers to whom George Whitelteld preached
in the 18th century understand? They had not even
been to a day school ... they could not read, they
could not write. Yet these were the terms that were
used — this was the version that was used — the
Authorized (King James) Version.

The common people have never understood these
terms. We are conceded here with something that is
spiritual; something which does not belong to this
world at all; which, as the Apostle Paul reminds us,
the princes of this world do not know. Human wis-
dom is of no value here; it is spiritual truth. This is

Blble Versions

— D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones

truth about God primarily, and because of that it is aj
mystery ...

Yet we are told — it must be put in such simple
terms and language that anybody taking it up
and reading it is going to understand all about it.
My friends, this is sheer nonsense. What we must
do is educate the masses of the people up to the
Bible, not bring the Bible down to their level; One
of the greatest troubles today is that everything is|
being brought down to the same level; everything]
is cheapened. The common man is made the
standard of authority; He decides everything, and
everything has to be brought down to him.

Are we to do that with the Word of God? I say NO!
What has happened in the past has been this: ignorant,
illiterate people in this country and in foreign
countries have been educated up to the Book and
have begun to understand it, and I say that we need|
to do the same at this present time. What we need is,
therefore, not to replace the Authorized Version ...
we need rather to reach and train people up to the stan-
dard and the language, the dignity and the glory of the
old Authorized Version.

Truth for Today, May-June 995
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T he God
Who Spares Not His Sons

— “Three Brothers” (edited and abridged)

od is spoken of as “He that spared not His
G own Son” (Romans 8:32) and as the Lord who

“pleased ... to bruise Him” (Isaiah 53:10).
His dearly beloved Son, who from eternity past had
dwelt in his bosom, He did not spare the stripping and
emptying out of His Person of all those glories and
prerogatives which made him equal with Himself. God
did not spare His Son the humbling birth of a lowly
peasant child, with a stable for a delivery room and a
feeding trough for a crib.

God did not spare His Son the long years of quiet,
hidden, patient preparation; the submission to parents;
the drudgery of manual labor in the carpentry shop;
the responsibilities of an oldest son in the family;
the toleration of lifeless, secondhand orthodoxy in
school and synagogue under teachers whom He
had long since outgrown with His living knowledge
and experience of the Scriptures and of the God of
the Scriptures. And what of his years of public life:
antagonism from religious authorities: assaults from
Satan and his demons: misunderstanding, insensitivity,
opposition, denial, betrayal, disloyalty, forsaking, and
belittling from those who were His closest companions?
From none of these, nor from the ultimate disgrace of
a Roman cross, did God spare His Son.

God did not spare His chosen and choice apostle and
pattern, Paul. If Paul has been set forth by the Holy
Spirit as a pattern (I Timothy 1:1 6) for all believers, in
the fulness of his manifestation of the indwelling Christ-
Life and his attainment to the stature of the fulness of
Christ, then Paul’s example in undergoing cost and
suffering cannot be passed by. What an incredible
record of suffering has been catalogued for us in the
Book of Acts and in his Epistles! Indeed, the heart-cry
of his mature age was to know “the fellowship of His
[Christ’s] sufferings, being made conformable unto
His death” (Philippians 3:10).

Here is a man expressing so much of Christ in his life
and ministry, and reaching such heights of conformity
o “the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ”
(Ephesians 4:13), and yet simultaneously “bearing

about in [his] body the dying of the Lord Jesus” (II
Corinthians 4:10) as he is continually being “delivered
unto death for Jesus’ sake” (I Corinthians 4:11). How
can such spiritual attainment and such extraordinary
success in the work of God he reconciled with the
evident fact that God did not spare Paul from the
humiliation and pain of hunger, beatings, shipwrecks,
physical weakness, nakedness, financial want, and
even death? Does this look like the loving care of
a Heavenly Father for His beloved child and much-
valued, dedicated servant? Is this a fair and fitting
reward for God to bestow on a man who serves Him
so faithfully and devotedly and sacrificially?

An Explanation

Is there an explanation for such a seeming contradiction
and enigma? Look again at Paul, and preeminently at
the Lord Jesus; mark the end and destiny to which the
design of God has brought them or the purposes for
them, and the answer and vindication stands forth in
plain sight. God has purposed for His Son the throne
of the universe; hence the pathway of suffering and
discipline, with no pity or sparing or intervention and
qualification for that high authority might he fulfilled
to complete perfection. It was because He humbled
Himself even unto the death of a shameful cross that
God highly exalted Him (Philippians 2:5-11); it was
because of the suffering of death that He is crowned
with glory and honor (Hebrews 2:9). Had there been
any other way to the throne than the learning of obedi-
ence by the things lie suffered (Hebrews 5:8), a loving
Father would most certainly have spared his beloved
and only-begotten Son the agony of that course; but
there was no easier way.

Thus, because Paul saw that, for himself as for all
believers, it was only by a costly way that he could
be prepared, equipped and made inwardly suitable for
the responsibilities of sharing Christ’s throne, he was
willing, yea eager, for the cost and suffering, and for
filling up in his body what was lacking of the afflictions
of Christ for the sake of the church (Colossians 1:24).
The language of his heart must have been something
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like “Spare not, Lord, whatever is necessary to qualify
me for a place beside You on Your throne” (c.f.
Philippians 3:7-13). If the Captain of salvation had to
suffer in order to be perfected and matured, the only
way the “many sons” could attain to the same degree
of glory was by following their Captain in the path of
suffering (Hebrews 2:10).

God’s Unchanging Ways

Divine principles have not changed; if God did not
and could not spare His own Son in perfecting and
qualifying him for kingship, can it be otherwise with
the “many sons” whom He would have share that
kingship with Him? Tragically, there are many be-
lievers who will settle for a prevailing experience of
little or nothing but financial prosperity, career success,
miraculous healings, uninterruptedly happy’ family
relationships, quick results in the service of the Lord,
emotionally satisfying meetings, manifest answers to
prayer, and the like. (Worse still, God’s people are

being taught these days to expect these and similar
“blessings” as normal Christian experience.) But He is
still in the business of producing Pauls for His throne;
such sons He will not spare. Just as He loved His Son
too much to spare Him, so God’s love for, and his
need of, vessels of high honor for the day of His power,
impels Him to deal unsparingly with His Pauls.

For let it he clearly understood that only full grown
sons can ever fulfill God’s need and appointment of
administrative personnel in the “ages to come.” Never
could He set spiritual children in the seats of high
authority alongside His Son, even as His own Word
declares, “Woe to thee, O land, when thy king is a
child” (Ecclesiastes 10:16). Neither could He present
His Son with a child to reign with Him. And to get such
full-grown sons — experienced, disciplined, seasoned,
trained, fully equipped and highly qualified for their
transcendent station — God cannot afford to spare; He

must be the God who spares not His sons. &

“Many years since | saw that ‘without holiness no
man shall see the Lord,’ I began by following after
it and inciting all with whom I had intercourse to
do the same. Ten years after, God gave me a
clearer view than I ever had before of the way
to obtain it; namely by faith in the Son of God.
Immediately I declared to all, ‘We are saved from

Wesley and Holiness

— Charles Wesley (1738)

sin, we are made holy by faith.” This I testified
in private, in public, and in print ... [ have
continued to declare this for above thirty years.”
John Wesley wrote these words in [ 771. He must
have shared his great discovery with his brother
Charles who wrote, at about the time of John’s
“understanding” in 1 738:

And can it be that I should gain
An interest in the Saviour’s blood?
Died He for me, who caused His pain?
For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing Love! How can it Be
That Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?

He left His Father’s throne above,
So free, so infinite His grace!
Emptied Himself of all but love,
And bled for Adam’s helpless race!
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free,
For, O my God, it found out me.

Long my imprisoned spirit lay
Fast bound in sin and nature’s night.

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray;

I woke — the dungeon flamed with light!
My chains fell off, my heart was free,
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.

No condemnation now I dread:
Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head,
And clothed in righteousness divine,
Bold [ approach the eternal throne,
And claim the crown, through Christ my own.

Amazing love! How can it be,
That Thou my God, shouldst die for me!
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T he Sentence of Death

by — T. Austin Sparks (July 1927)

“But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust
in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead: ... Always bearing
about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus
might be made manifest in our body” (Il Corinthians 1:9; 4:10).

i he sentence of death in ourselves” —
z That is the very basis of everything
in real spiritual fruitfulness and
effectiveness. Of course, here Paul is
undoubtedly speaking in the first place about
something very serious which had over-taken
him ... something which had come in the way
of a terrible affliction, and he said he despaired
of life and had the very sentence of death in
himself so that there was no hope whatsoever
for him from any human standpoint — there
was no hope according to all human judgment
and verdicts. He ought to have died - the very
sentence of death was in him — and I do like
the way he puts it, it is so richly significant:
he uses just the little word THAT, which gives
an entirely different complexion to the whole
situation. He might have put it: “we had the
sentence of death in ourselves AND we cannot
trust in ourselves:” but he did not put ii like
that. Of course, that would be quite logical to
say, “We had the sentence of death - it was
there; and that being the case, we were no
good for anything at all, and there was no
hope whatever, and therefore we cannot trust
ourselves.”

But he did not put it that way. “We had the
sentence of death in ourselves THAT ...” There
is purpose in it — there is an object in it — there
is something in it as a basic and fundamental
principle. He realized that it was not the end but
the beginning, with a design that we “should
not trust in ourselves but in God who raiseth
the dead,” “so that the sentence of death” was
not the end but the beginning of everything.

There was a real purpose in this thing.

If you take up the Holy Spirit’s teaching in
the New Testament, you will find that this
has become the foundational principle of all
Divine activities and operations: the sentence
of death passed upon and registered in us and
working out in us, and all the time another
thing doing the work of God, triumphing over
this Sentence of death in us — this other thing
which is in us, working through us, giving us
ascendancy over death in Christ, so that the
wonderful things of God are manifest by us
when there is no accountableness for them in
us. The Lord has swept away with one stroke
the whole basis of our trust in ourselves —not to
destroy us, not to make everything impossible
— but THAT He who raiseth the dead might
show the mighty works of this Resurrection
Lifee which is fruitful in us.

Have you noticed ... that even Herod, “that
old fox,” when it was reported to him that the
Lord Jesus was doing His many mighty works,
said, “This is John the Baptist, risen from
the dead; THEREFORE these mighty works
are shown?” Risen From the dead = mighty
works! How he got that inkling [ don’t know,
but there is this principle in it, that resurrection
from the dead implies mighty works — works
mightier than those before death.

This is the principle all the way through the
Word, that on the grounds of a life wrought
in us through the cross by the resurrection
of Jesus Christ, God is able to achieve and
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accomplish His supreme purpose. But in order
to do it, the sentence of death must he planted
right at the center of our old life to rule it out,
so that where we despair of life in ourselves,
we know we cannot of ourselves accomplish
anything, there is the mighty Life of God for
everything — this that is “Christ in you,” the
Life of God, the hope of glory.

Now this is only the beginning of things, the
basis: if you are going to he effective in the
realm where the prince, the Lord of Death
holds sway, you cannot be effective by the
means and resources in which he has got a
stronghold; and he has that in all the resources
of our natural life, however fine and splendid
they may be from the natural standpoint. The
only thing that can be effective in that realm
is the Life whereby Jesus conquered death.
In order that that Life might have full sway
and free course, and the utmost and fullest
fruitfulness of that Life as triumphant over
death might abound, all that in which the
enemy has any hold whatsoever — our natural
life — has got to be put out. We must have NO
trust in ourselves for this work.

Now that immediately defines and delimits
the measure of spiritual effectiveness. It is the
measure of His life coming through by the
sentence of death being in ourselves ... In all
opposition, adversity, trial, affliction, Paul sees
a great advantage for the life of God - that
this “death” is complementary really to the
purpose of God - that it is aiding the purpose
of God. Paul always looked upon things in
that way. He saw that those things which
might be reckoned impossible of fruitfulness
to God were essential to make that fruitfulness
possible. Death itself is not the end of all things,
but is the beginning of things where God is
concerned ...

We are finding that means and old forms and
institutions and organizations cannot meet
the more direct encounter with the enemy.

We are being forced to recognize the need for
something more, and that something more
is simply the naked Life of God as manifest
in the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ
coming into tremendous contact with the
whole system of death and of darkness ...

Alot of people hold on and continue in certain
realms, certain spheres, certain companies,
certain connections; and they are there merely
from the standpoint of natural reasoning
and argument, sentimentality, tradition,
or somehow thinking that, by staying in,
something is going to he done; while in their
spirit they know the thing is dead, and they
have no Life there ...

The flesh cannot enter into the works of God;
hence the measure of spiritual effectiveness
is the measure in which the Cross of Christ
has slain our flesh experimentally ... not what
appears to be successful Christian work, but
what is done — not by men - but by God
through crucified men. We must be content
to have our fruitfulness and spiritual value
registered in the unseen and not be dominated
by the scales of values as set by men on the
earth ...

Even after Moses had been chosen, had
received the revelation, and had been
commissioned, “the LORD met him, and
sought to kill him” (Exodus 4:24). Why’?
Because the circumcision of the flesh had
been neglected ... and no flesh can serve the
Lord ...

God only works now on resurrection ground
— Resurrection Life — and this life in us is the
basis of the Holy Spirit’s operation ...

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ
Jesus bath made me free from the law of
sin and death” (Romans 8:2).
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strength ... while we were sinners ... while were even His
active enemies, God gave His beloved Son to die for us — so
He could fully accept us in the Beloved and embrace us as His
dearly adopted sons. And He joined us so intimately with His
Son that we became ‘members of his body, of his flesh, and
of his bones.” How sad it is for us members to be setting up
conditions for mutual acceptance! How we hurt ourselves by
cutting ourselves off from the value of each and every member
of the Body. Even worse ... how we must hurt our Savior, our
Head, when we behave so.”

Greg Eadie brings the following to our attention: “It is so
important for us to make this a part of our walk, to love and
receive all the members of His body. Regardless of where they
are spiritually, they have eternal, immutable value in Christ.”

Dare we reject those whom God has received? Are we better
or holier than He? Murray comments on this verse: ‘it is
iniquity for us to condemn what God approves. By so doing
we presume to be holier than God.”

To me the principle is quite clear: we must not seek to take
God’s role in the lives of other believers. We are not suitable
for such a task. The attempt to gain dominion over another’s
faith should not be our desire (Il Corinthians 1:24). We should

let God, and God alone, be God. God save us from that “air of
superiority” that seeks to manipulate other believers! May we
instead be helpers of each others joy!

This is a note to those who may find themselves in harmony
with some of the material that has been presented in these
pages over the past eight years. We must remember that
“knowledge puffeth up, but charity edifieth” (I Corinthians 8:1).
Let us dare not use anything that we may learn and hold dear
as a tool of division between us and other believers. May we
always remember that debate has its place — it belongs to the
realm of the flesh (Romans 1:29, Il Corinthians 12:20). We
should never use these issues against a fellow member of
Christ's Body. God the Father has received all those that are
in Christ. Can we do any less?

My love to each of you.

In Christ,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.



