
S
omeone has said that if we experience the 
sixth chapter of Romans we need never fear 
the seventh chapter of Romans. But many 

sincere believers are still having the experience 
of Romans 7:7-25. They want to live a life of 
victory, but they do not seem to know how. They 
are trying to conquer the world, the flesh and 
the devil in their own strength. Notice how many 
times the pronouns “I”, “me” and “my” are found 
in these verses of Romans. Forty-eight times these 
personal pronouns appear in these nineteen 
verses. One verse, the fifteenth, uses the pronoun 
“I” six times.

No wonder the man of the seventh chapter of 
Romans had no victory. He was trying to have 
the old “I” live the Christian life. This can never 
be in the plan of God. A corrupt tree can never 
bring forth good fruit. Neither can a corrupt 
nature bring forth correct living, the “social 
gospel” notwithstanding. We can never divorce 
ethics from theology. Correct living is based upon 
correct doctrine.

The “How” of Spirituality

What shall we say to the wretched man of the 
seventh chapter of Romans?

The answer is to be found in the words “reckon,” 
“yield” and “obey” as applied to the believer in 
the sixth and eighth chapters of Romans.

Look at the word “reckon” in the sixth chapter. 
What are we to reckon? The eleventh verse gives 
us the answer. We are to reckon ourselves “to be 
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dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.”

The apostle has just been telling us of the great 
fact that we, as saints, are identified in the death 
and resurrection of Christ. The substitutionary 
atonement of Christ was for us, not only to save 
us from the penalty of sin, but also that we might 
live a new life. Our new life is in Christ. It is His 
resurrected life in us.

We have the same truth in Galatians 2:20, where he 
says, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; 
yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which 
I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.”

How many believers reckon this to be true? To 
live the victorious life we must reckon that we are 
dead to sin but alive unto God. Too, we must yield 
ourselves unto God as instruments for His use. 
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... and every creeping thing.” Four is an 
earth number, and means that Adam 
had complete dominion over God’s 
creation.

“Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness,” must mean that man was 
created like God in that God has wisdom 
and power displayed in creation, and 
this is now in a limited sense given to 
man. So Adam was created with the 
God-given wisdom and power to rule 
for God.

B. Man was COMMISSIONED to Rule 
Creation for God.

Note that God said, “have dominion,” 
(Genesis 1:26) and “subdue it,” (Genesis 
1:28). This was man’s God-given 
commission and command. It was God’s 
divine purpose for Adam at the time of his 
creation.

II. World Dominion Received by the Last 
Adam (Psalm 8:3-9; Hebrews 2:6-8).

Psalm 8:6 presents God’s original design 
with man; but Adam failed, and so that 
purpose will yet be realized through Jesus 
Christ, the Last Adam, the Second man.

A. The Crown Rights Belong to Jesus 
Christ.

1. As the Son of Man (Matthew 9:6; 
12:8; 13:41; 16:27; 19:28; 24:30).

He was the Second man, Who obeyed 
God and therefore was given the crown 
rights.

2. As the Son of David (II Samuel 
7:12-16).

(continued from page 447)

(continued on page 446)
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Many believers know about their identification 
with Christ. They reckon this fact to be true, but 
they will not yield. They are still afraid of God’s 
plan and purpose for their lives. The apostle states: 
“Neither yield ye your members as instruments 
of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves 
unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members as instruments of righteousness 
unto God” (Romans 6:13). This is the way of 
victory. The result will be a life of service and joy 
that the carnal believer knows nothing about.

An Analogy

The story has been told of an old miser who owned 
a tract of land in a wealthy suburb of a great city. 
On this lot he had built a shack in which he lived. 
No one had been able to buy the property from 
the old fellow until one day a buyer came along 
and offered several hundred thousand dollars. To 
seal the bargain, the buyer made a down payment 
and promised to return with the balance.

After the buyer had gone, the old miser decided 
that he had cheated the buyer and concluded 
he would make things right by patching up the 
old shack. So he fixed the holes in the roof and 
painted the sides. When the buyer returned with 
the balance, the old miser waited for him to say 
something about the nice property he had bought. 
Finally, he asked the new owner if he didn’t like 
the improvements he had made on the building. 
The buyer took one look at the shack and said 
that he would tear down such on old affair and 
build a real building. What he was interested in 
was the location.

So it is with us. By nature we were bankrupt, we 
had no goodness of our own. Yet so many times, 
after we are saved, we have tried to help improve 
the “old man,” while God’s purpose was to build a 
totally new house. What He wants is the location. 
He will do the rest.

“Three Men You Should Know” 
Edited and Abridged

The Love of God Triumphant Over EvilThe Love of God Triumphant Over Evil
by – T. Austin-Sparks

W
hat I am trying to say is that God’s 
love is a mighty, triumphant 
love that has triumphed over 

something immense. The love of God which 
now comes to us from Christ comes from Him 
as crucified. It flows to us from the Cross, from 
His wounds, from His riven side. That love 
came up against the most awful things in this 
universe which withstood it, and overcame 
them. It was not just a nice disposition that 
looked benignly upon everything wrong 
and excused it. Oh no! It came up against 
the fierceness of anti-love, anti-love of God 
in this universe, and overcame it. Calvary 
was the mighty triumph of God’s love over 
everything contrary to it, and it is that kind 
of love we are to have, an overcoming love, 
a triumphant love.

It is in a sense, an awful love. Come up 

against that, and it breaks and shatters: things 
have to go down before it. Things will not go 
down before our human niceness, things of 
the devil, things that are positively evil and 
antagonistic to God; but they will go down 
before tested, proved, enduring, patient, 
longsuffering love. You may have to wait a 
long time, suffer a lot, put up with a lot, have 
your love ignored, even resisted. Give it time, 
and all may go right down before Divine love. 
It is the longsuffering love of God that has 
won us. Is not that the deepest thing in your 
heart? – it is in mine – the infinite patience 
of Divine love, the bearing and forbearing of 
that love. It is a tremendous love. It is a power, 
it is a conquering love--something so much 
more than this (may I use the word?) sloppy 
kind of “love” which is always smoothing 
things over. Oh no, that is not God’s love. 
God’s love is overcoming love.  
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W
e, as fathers, are responsible before 
God for our children.

We are taught in our passage, that an heir, as long 
as he is a child, is no different from a servant.  
This helps us to understand the position of an 
“underage” child in the home. They have a 
relationship that is mirrored by servants.  They are 
to be trained and made responsible for assigned 
duties. In the home, they are to learn the important 
life-training value of servanthood.

The striking thing about the passage is that the 
children remain in this position until the father 
decides that they are mature. Note that it is not 
an arbitrary age that declares a “child” to be a 
full grown “son” (i.e., adult, mature). The father 
decides when the child is responsible for being an 
adult – NOT society and NOT the government 
– but the father. Now, we can attempt to shift our 
God-given responsibility to the world, but we will 
be held responsible none the less – for we are the 
responsible agents!

We are responsible for when they go to bed and 
when they get up; for what they learn, where they 
learn, at what rate they learn and from whom they 
learn. We even decide when they start and finish 
formal education.

We are responsible for their activities, responsibilities, 
associates and privileges; for what they see, what 

they read, what they hear, who their heros are, 
where they go, what they eat, and what they buy.

As they grow older, we are also responsible for 
determining when they drive, how they drive, 
what they drive, where they drive and when they 
come home; for where they work, when they work, 
and how well (or poorly) they work.  We are even 
ultimately responsible for when and who they 
marry (and we thought that asking a father for his 
daughter’s hand in marriage was just a formality!).

Now all this runs contrary to the course of this 
world! Society has, for the most part, already 
determined all of this before our children are 
born. We fathers are expected to simply fall in 
line. This pressure from society to conform is very 
compelling, but we must seriously contemplate 
our sobering responsibility before God for our 
children; we cannot simply defer to this world’s 
system. Let us go to the Bible, and before God, 
plan the lives of our children while they are still 
UNDER our care.

“And, ye fathers, provoke not your children 
to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 
6:4).

It is the father, not the parents, that are instructed 
in this verse. FATHERS are to bring  their children 
“up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” 

Until the Time AppointedUntil the Time Appointed
of the Fatherof the Father

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOME

Part XV
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. Now I say, That the heir, as long as he is a child, differeth nothing 
from a servant, though he be lord of all; But is under tutors and governors until 
the time appointed of the father” (Galatians 4:1-2).
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Who is the responsible agent?  Whom will God 
hold accountable? The buck starts and stops with 
the father!

The passage is also very specific. Paul did not say, 
“send them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord,” or “field-them-out in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord.” NO! We must 
actively take hold of our role. Remember that the 
counterpart of responsibility is accountability!

The verse teaches us that we are to BRING THEM 
UP!

Two final points:

1) We must be GOING in the way of the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord OURSELVES; 
and

2)  We must TAKE our children WITH US!

This brings us to two questions:

1) Where are we headed?

2) Where are our children headed?

“Train up a child in the way he should go: 
and when he is old, he will not depart from 
it” (Proverbs 22:6).  

Unscriptural? or Undispensational?Unscriptural? or Undispensational?
by – Win Johnson

A Pastor friend of this writer has written 
the following: “There are professing 
Christians who religiously practice 

the washing of feet. Are they scriptural or 
unscriptural? There are some who anoint the sick 
with oil, while others use blessed handkerchiefs. 
Are they scriptural or unscriptural? Still others 
tarry for the Holy Spirit after they have received 
Christ for salvation. Some professing Christians 
claim to have visions and angelic visitations while 
hearing supernatural voices. Are they scriptural 
or unscriptural?

Thousands of others break forth in some 
kind of speech which they call the gift 
of tongues. Is it scriptural or unscriptural 

to speak in tongues?” TO WHICH WE ADD: 
Scriptures can be found to substantiate all 
of these actions. However, it seems to us that 
it is less than intellectual honesty, much less a 
spiritual practice, to arbitrarily select certain 
Bible commands for obedience while completely 
disregarding others. Why not obey the mandates 
in Numbers 15:32-36 and Deuteronomy 
21:18-21 where infractions were to be punished 
by publicly stoning the offender to death? Why 
not build a tabernacle and offer sacrifices as God 
commanded in Exodus 25-31? Why not “sell 

that ye have and give alms” as Christ instructed 
in Luke 12:33? In short, why obey only certain 
Bible commands and ignore others? Why not 
obey them all?

The answer to these questions is clearly stated in 
II Timothy 2:15: “Study lo show thyself approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth nor to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth.” 
Though ALL Scripture is most certainly for our 
admonition and instruction, all Scripture is NOT 
for our obedience. In fact, obeying commands 
given to others in past economies could be direct 
disobedience in this age. (Compare Genesis 
17:10-14 with Galatians 5:2 and Romans 
2:25-29. Also Matthew 19:16-21 with Romans 
4:5 and Ephesians 2:8, 9). II Timothy 3:16, 17 
does not contradict or nullify II Timothy 2:15. 
To the Apostle Paul, the Glorified Lord revealed 
God’s message and program for this age of 
grace. To him was committed the dispensation 
of the Grace of God. (See Ephesians 3:1-9). In 
his epistles we find the commands given directly 
to the Body of Christ.

The question then, is not only, Is it scriptural? 
but Is it dispensational?  
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Applying the Scriptures

A CLOSER LOOK AT PAUL’S INTRUCTION 
CONCERNING GOVERNMENTS

“Put them in mind to be subject to principalities 
and powers, to obey magistrates, to be ready 
to every good work, To speak evil of no man, 
to be no brawlers, but gentle, shewing all 
meekness unto all men” (Titus 3:1, 2).

“Let every soul be subject unto the higher 
powers. For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained of God. 
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that 
resist shall receive to themselves damnation. 
For rulers are not a terror to good works, 
but to the evil. Wilt thou then not be afraid 
of the power? do that which is good, and 
thou shalt have praise of the same: For he is 
the minister of God to thee for good. But if 
thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he 
beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the 
minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath 
upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must 
needs be subject, not only for wrath, but 
also for conscience sake. For this cause pay 
ye tribute also: for they are God’s ministers, 
attending continually upon this very thing. 
Render therefore to all their dues: tribute 
to whom tribute is due; custom to whom 
custom; fear to whom fear; honour to whom 
honour” (Romans 13:1-7).

“The children of God are strangers and pilgrims 

in the world. Our citizenship is in heaven. But 
what is the Christian to do as living under 
different forms of government? The Christian 
is to be subject to these, for the powers that 
exist are ordained by Him. Resisting these 
powers would mean resistance to God who 
has ordained them. They are God’s ministers 
to maintain order. ‘Render therefore to all their 
dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom 
to whom custom; fear to whom fear; honour 
to whom honour’ (Romans 13:7). If Christians 
had always obeyed these injunctions, how 
well it would have been. But often they are 
forgotten and an attempt is made to control 
the politics of this age and to rule.”1

Paul’s comments to the Romans are especially 
interesting. Rome was the seat of the empire. Nero 
was the Caesar in command. He surely ranked 
among the most wicked and cruel men ever to 
rule the Gentiles! Every believer should acquaint 
himself with the history and nature of the Roman 
Empire and Nero, so as to truly appreciate the 
teachings of Paul to the saints at Rome.

“It may not be certain that this Epistle was 
written at one of the worst moments of Roman 
tyranny. It may possibly belong to that short 
interval of promise which preceded the full 
outburst of Nero’s natural atrocity. But the 
character which the empire had assumed 
must have been perfectly well known to St. 
Paul. It could have been no surprise to him 
that within a few years the Christians whom 
he was addressing would be called to expiate 
the emperor’s own crime by frightful tortures, 
or that he himself should be one of the victims. 

1. Gaebelein, p. 920.

Human Government:Human Government:
Where Do We Fit In?

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN GOVERNMENT

AND THE BELIEVER’S RELATIONSHIP TO IT TODAY

Part IV
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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He wrote to prepare them for such events. And 
yet he says, ‘Let every soul be subject unto the 
higher powers. For there is no power but of God: 
the powers that be are ordained of God.’ ...

“Paul speaks of civil rulers as ministers of God. 
He does not limit or soften his language to suit 
the circumstances of his own life. Nero’s will 
might be devilish; [but] every power he wielded 
was Divine. ... Paul writes this to men who might, 
in a short time, be lighting the city as torches to 
cover the guilt of him who set it on fire.”2

“Paul in no way condemned or spoke 
disrespectfully of civil authorities. ... In making 
appeals we need to maintain a high level of 
respect for authority.”3

“Civil disobedience is unscriptural and is 
not sanctioned unless clearly compelled by 
commitment of scriptural principle. We further 
believe that civil disobedience is destructive of 
our witness to the non-Christian and stands in 
direct contradiction to the suffering nature of 
the life and teachings of Christ.”4

“If civil authorities ask us to do something 
contrary to the will of God for the Christian, 
we cannot obey, but we meekly accept the 
consequences, whether it be a jail sentence, 
paying a fine, or giving our life. In this we are 
not arrogant but are still submissive in our 
spirit and manner. Therefore for the Christian, 
submission to civil authorities is total, but 
obedience is conditional.”5

THE TYPE OF GOVERNMENT REFERRED TO
IN ROMANS 13

“Which governments are ordained of God? 
Democratic? Communist? Totalitarian? Does 
Romans 13:1 say that only certain forms 
of government are God-ordained? ... Who 

2. W. Robertson Nicoll, ed., The Sermon Outline Bible, (Grand 
Rapids: Baker Book House), Vol. 9, p. 229, 231.

3. Lloyd Hartzler, The Christian and the State (Harrisonburg, Virginia: 
Christian Light Publications, 1993), p. 4.

4. John Coblentz and James A. Goering, NONRESISTANCE: 
God=s Plan for the Church, (Harrisonburg, Virginia: Christian 
Light Publications, n.d.), p. T18.

5. Hartzler, p. 7.

ordained the Egyptian, Persian, Greek, and 
Roman governments? It is not that certain 
forms of government are ordained of God, but 
that God upholds the principle of government 
even though ... governments are pagan and 
atheistic and do not do as He desires.”6

Example:

Some have trouble understanding the principle 
of God ordained authority when it comes to the 
area of human government. Family government 
is an excellent example to help in understanding 
this. The power (i.e., authority) of governing the 
family is the father (and by extension of the help 
meet, the mother). So we could say that the father 
is ordained by God, that he is a minister of God. 
But we are not speaking of the individual man 
himself, but the divine position which he holds. 
If the father is God’s authority in the home, does 
this mean that every father (or even most fathers) 
honors the Lord in his position? Certainly not! But, 
does his failure to honor the Lord, as laid forth 
in Scripture, change the divine position which he 
holds? Certainly not! He is responsible to God for 
his use (or misuse) of power. His children are not 
responsible for his actions. But they are responsible 
to his authority (i.e., power) regardless.

“Honour thy father and thy mother …” 
(Exodus 20:12; Matthew 19:19; Ephesians 
6:2).

The Scriptures are clear concerning the honour 
that is to be given to parents, and there are no 
exceptions given. All fathers are to be honored, 
not because of their person, but because of their 
position.

The spirit and attitude that would violate the 
proper relationship with God ordained authority 
is the spirit of rebellion. Disobedience to parents 
is listed with other serious offenses, common of 
Gentiles (i.e., heathen):

“And even as they did not like to retain God 
in their knowledge, God gave them over to 
a reprobate mind, to do those things which 

6. Coblentz, p. T18,19.
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are not convenient; being filled with all 
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, 
covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 
backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, 
proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, without understanding, 
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, 
implacable, unmerciful: who knowing the 
judgment of God, that they which commit 
such things are worthy of death, not only do 
the same, but have pleasure in them that do 
them” (Romans 1:28-32).

“This know also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be lovers 
of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
unthankful, unholy, without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, 
fierce, despisers of those that are good, traitors, 
heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God; having a form of godliness, 
but denying the power thereof: from such turn 
away” (II Timothy 3:1-5).

Remember when dealing with those in authority, 
the issue is not the person holding the power, 
but the position itself. In the book of Acts Paul 
showed the utmost respect when dealing with the 
Roman authorities whom he appeared before. 
He even had respect unto the high priest, after 
Israel’s fall.

“Then said Paul unto him, God shall smite 
thee, thou whited wall: for sittest thou to 
judge me after the law, and commandest me 
to be smitten contrary to the law? And they 
that stood by said, Revilest thou God’s high 
priest? Then said Paul, I wist not, brethren, 
that he was the high priest: for it is written, 
Thou shalt not speak evil of the ruler of thy 
people” (Acts 23:3-5).

Michael the archangel had respect unto the 
position of Satan and responded accordingly:

“… Michael the archangel, when contending 
with the devil he disputed about the body of 
Moses, durst not bring against him a railing 

accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee” 
(Jude 1:8, 9).

Even Peter, writing to the children of Israel under 
Gentile oppression, said regarding this truth:

“But chiefly them that walk after the flesh 
in the lust of uncleanness, and despise 
government. Presumptuous are they, 
selfwilled, they are not afraid to speak evil 
of dignities … Whereas angels, which are 
greater in power and might, bring not railing 
accusation against them before the Lord” (II 
Peter 2:10, 11).

THE TWO CLASSES IN ROMANS 13

“In Paul’s teaching to the saints in Rome, the 
distinction between the church and the state 
is obvious. In chapter twelve he writes to the 
saints,

“‘Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, 
but rather give place unto wrath: for it is 
written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, 
saith the Lord’” (:19).

“In chapter thirteen, however, he writes about 
the worldly government,

“‘For he is the minister of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is evil, 
be afraid; for he beareth not the sword 
in vain: for he is the minister of God, a 
revenger to execute wrath upon him that 
doeth evil’” (:4).

“Of the saints, non-resistance is expected; of 
the state, punishment and retribution by force. 
Throughout the teaching in chapter thirteen, 
this distinction is consistently maintained by 
the use of the pronouns. Rulers of this world 
are referred to as they or he, but the instruction 
to the saints – thou, thee, and ye. …

“We have several propositions to keep in 
view. First, the function of the church is the 
reconciliation of evildoers [and “good-doers!”] 
to God by the cross of Christ, as distinct from 
the function of the state which is retribution 
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of evildoers by the sword. Second, though 
the function of the church is distinct from the 
function of the state, the church is to recognize 
the state as ordained by God and is not to resist 
or to dictate the responsibility of the state.

“This being true, how could a Christian as a 
member of the church, performs the duties of 
an officer or ruler in a worldly kingdom? … 
There is no record until the middle of the third 
century of a professed Christian serving in 
the Roman government. The early Christians 
refused to participate both in the army and in 
the government. …”7

H.A. Ironside writes concerning Romans chapter 
thirteen:

“The position of the Christian in this world is 
necessarily, under the present order of things, 
a peculiarly difficult and most anomalous one. 
He is a citizen of another world, passing as a 
stranger and a pilgrim through a strange land. 
Presumably loyal in heart to the rightful King, 
whom earth rejected and counted worthy only 
of a malefactor’s cross, he finds himself called 
upon to walk in a godly and circumspect way 
in a scene of which Satan, the usurper, is the 
prince and god. Yet he is not to be an anarchist, 
nor is he to flaunt the present order of things. 
His rule should be: ‘We must obey God rather 
than man.’ Nevertheless he is not to be found 
in opposition to human government, even 
though the administrators of that government 
may be men of the most unrighteous type.

As we come to the study of this thirteenth 
chapter, it is well for us to remember that he who 
sat upon the throne of the empire when Paul 
gave this instruction concerning obedience to 
the powers that be, was one of the vilest beasts 
in human form whoever occupied a throne – a 
sensuous, sensual brute, who ripped up the 
body of his own mother in order that he might 
see the womb that bore him – an evil, blatant 
egotist of most despicable character, whose 
cruelties and injustices beggar all description. 
… And if under such government Christians 

7. Ibid., p. 48, 49.

were called upon to be obedient, surely there 
is no place for sedition, or rebellion, under any 
government. The potsherds of the earth may 
strive with the potsherds of the earth, and one 
government may be overthrown by another; 
but whichever government is established in 
power at a given time, the Christian s to be 
subject to it. … He is not to rise in rebellion 
against it. This is a hard saying for some of 
us, I know, but if any be in doubt let him read 
carefully the verses now before us.”8

SOMETHING WORSE THAN A “BAD” 
GOVERNMENT

Despite how corrupt, unjust and evil human 
governments are, there is something far worse! 
Anarchy! Adam’s descendants left to their own 
devices will demonstrate just how evil man’s heart 
is, and that any government is better than no 
government.

“In those days there was no king in Israel: 
every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes” (Judges 21:25).

God’s wisdom in the establishment of the principle 
and power of human government should be 
unquestionable.

SERVANTS, NOT SONS

“Civil governments rule by divine appointment 
as God’s servants (Romans 13:1, 2, 4, 6; John 
19:11), but not as sons. They are secular in 
nature. The purpose of civil government is to 
maintain law and order by protecting the good 
and punishing the evil (Romans 13:3, 4; Acts 
23:22, 23; I Peter 2:13, 14). In carrying out its 
work, civil government has the God-given right 
to levy taxes (Matthew 22:17-21; Mark 12:17; 
Romans 13:6, 7) and to use the sword for the 
protection of the good and the punishment of 
the evil doers (Romans 13:4).”9

Paul’s view of these two separate and distinct 
entities, church and state, can be seen throughout 

8. H.A. Ironside, Lectures on Romans (Neptune, N J: Loizeaux 
Brothers, 1928) p. 155-157.

9. Ibid., p. T17.
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his epistles. Paul assumes the believer to be outside 
the realm of government. One such example is in 
I Corinthians chapter 6:

“Dare any of you, having a matter against 
another, go to law before the UNJUST, and 
not before the SAINTS? Do ye not know 
that the saints shall judge the world? and 
if the world shall be judged by you, are ye 
unworthy to judge the smallest matters? 
Know ye not that we shall judge angels? how 
much more things that pertain to this life? If 
then ye have judgments of things pertaining 
to this life, set them to judge who are least 
esteemed in the church. I speak to your 
shame. Is it so, that there is not a wise man 
among you? no, not one that shall be able 
to judge between his brethren? But brother 
goeth to law with brother, and that before 
the UNBELIEVERS. Now therefore there is 

utterly a fault among you, because ye go to 
law one with another. Why do ye not rather 
take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer 
yourselves to be defrauded? Nay, ye do 
wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren. 
Know ye not that the UNRIGHTEOUS shall 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not 
deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers 
of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, 
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom 
of God. And such WERE some of you: but 
ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye 
are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
and by the Spirit of our God” (:1-11).

(This is part IV of a continuing series on Human 
Government.)

This is the Davidic Covenant of 
promise. It finds its unconditional 
fulfillment in Jesus Christ. It secures a 
Posterity, a Throne, and the Perpetuity 
of the Kingdom.

B. The Crown Rights Exercised by Jesus 
Christ.

1. As the Sinless One (John 8:46; II 
Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 4:15; I 
Peter 2:22).

Sin is essentially rooted in the 
selfish will of man, and issues out in 
disobedience and rebellion against 
God. It must bring failure in the realm 
of dominion.

Christ did not share the first man’s 
disobedience and failure because 
of sin.

2. As the Sovereign One

a.  The wild beasts did Him no 
harm (Mark 1:13).

b. The elements obeyed Him (Mark 
4:41; John 2:1-12). At Canna 
the water saw its Creator and 
blushed!

Christ performed miracles in the 
realms of disease, demons, and 
death. This set Him forth as Lord 
of Creation, Possessor of authority 
to rule which was originally given 
to Adam.

Conclusion:

Creation will be “delivered” from its bondage, 
through its Ruler – man; when that ruler, 
presently incapacitated by sin, is fully redeemed 
by THE MAN, Christ Jesus (Romans 8:21).

This first study then spans the whole distance, 
from pole to pole, from God’s giving the rule 
over creation to man, and until THE MAN is 
again on the throne.  

(continued from page 438)
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ManMan’s World Dominions World Dominion
The King and the Kingdom

in History and Prophecy
by – the late William Hallman

Series Introduction:

In this series of studies we propose to present 
The King and The Kingdom in History and 
Prophecy, and show how this subject becomes 
a key that unlocks a great section of Holy 
Scripture.

This series will begin with Adam as God’s ruler 
over the regenerated earth, when he was given 
dominion over the land, the air, and the sea. It 
will conclude with Christ, the “Last Adam” who 
as “The King of Kings, and Lord of Lords” will 
be the supreme ruler.

The series will also seek to show the distinctions 
between God’s earth program of “The Kingdom 
of Heaven,” and His heavenly program through 
the Church, “which is His body.”

“Study to shew thyself approved unto 
God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” (II Timothy 2:15)

“Rightly dividing” is from the root orthotomeo 
(orthos or straight and temno or cutting) 
meaning “to cut straight, to direct aright.”

All things were written for us, but not all things 
were written to us (c.f. Romans 15:4).

“It shall greatly help you to understand 
Scripture, if thou mark not only what is spoken, 
or written, but of whom, with what words, 
at what time, where, to what intent, with 
what circumstance, considering what goeth 
before, and what followeth.” Miles Coverdale

Lesson Introduction:

Man’s world dominion came after Genesis 1:2. 
Isaiah 14:12-17 and Ezekiel 28:12-19 present 
to us “Lucifer, son of the morning,” and “the 
King of Tyrus ... full of wisdom and perfect in 
beauty,” ... who lived “in Eden the Garden of 
God,” ... and “walked up and down in the midst 
of the stones of fire.”

Did this Lucifer lose his rule because of pride 
(Isaiah 14:13-14)? Was the “condemnation of 
the devil” because of pride (I Timothy 3:6)?

If Satan was the first ruler (before our present 
creation) of this earth, one can easily understand 
why he was set on destroying the second rule 
– Adam or man.

I. World Dominion Received by the First 
Adam (Genesis 1:26-31).

A. Man was CREATED to Rule Creation 
for God.

1. He was Endowed with the Necessary 
Wisdom (Genesis 2:19).

It is to be noted here that Adam not only 
gave individual names to the animals, 
but evidently classified them too.

2. He was Endowed with the Necessary 
Power (Genesis 1:26-28).

Note that he was to “have dominion 
over the fish, ... the fowl, ... the cattle, 

(continued on page 438)



Dear “Fellowheirs, and of the Same Body,”

Greetings in the wonderful name of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ! How dear to be eternally related to one 
another IN HIM!

PA Conference

Our family (except for Clyde III) had the privilege of 
attending the Pennsylvania Conference this June. We had 
a wonderful time of fellowship with the beloved family of 
God. We had missed all the conferences last year due to 
the work here. It was indeed a great joy to see so many of 
the saints again. Clyde III was not able to attend – we left 
him to manage the store. Yes! He will turn 18 in September 
– how time fl ies. We anticipate that he will be able to “hold 
things down” for us with the bookstore so that we can get 
out a little more in the future.

Julie Sorge’s Graduation

July brought a special time to the saints in Gladstone as we 
were able so share in the accomplishments of Julie Sorge 
as she graduated from Home High School. It is a thrill to my 
heart to see an emphasis upon family such as this. Many 
local saints came to the home of Andy and Nadine Sneidar 
for the occasion. Some of the saints from the Virginia coast 
were there. Julie’s grandmother from Pennsylvania was 
able to attend. We were also glad to have Roger and Karen 
Savage and Carol Gause from Fairfax.

The Lockers

Our dear friends and “blood” kin Neal and Carollyn Locker, 
along with their children, were able to come and stay with 
us in the month of July – in fact they were also able to 
be here for the graduation event. We had an exciting time 
of fellowship while they were here. Neal is “the beloved 
physician” to me! 

Mom

My mother came for an extended stay. She was also able 
to be here while the Lockers were here and for Julie’s 
gradation. What a beautiful time we had together. I thank 
God for a godly mother! “Her children arise up, and call her 
blessed” (Proverbs 31:28).

Cindy’s Parents

Samuel and Shirley Hyde, my precious in-laws, came for 
a couple of days in August. We have such cherished times 
together. What a blessing to have a home that loves the 
Lord – even the parents on both sides. And these two have 
truly become my parents! We enjoyed some special time 
in the Lord. And to make it even better my mother was 
also still with us! It was like old times, except there was 
a large missing element – my dad. Oh, how he is missed! 
But the family circle will be complete again one day!

New Store Location

We told you in our last issue that we were looking to move. 
We have found a new location and are busy – even as I 

write this – on preparing the new location to move in. It 
is just across the traffi c circle from where we are presently 
located. Actually, we will be right on the circle, one of only 
two such traffi c circles left in Virginia. We will have much 
better exposure and the building is about the same size as 
our current one. And better yet, it will cost a little less than 
our current place!

In closing, I will give you a salutation that I borrow from our 
dear brother, Doug Dodd.

In His Stead,

Clyde Pilkington, s.b.g.

It Is

Finished!

Nothing, either great or small --
Nothing, sinner, no;

Jesus died and paid it all,
Long, long ago.

When He, from His lofty throne,
Stooped to do and die,

Ev’rything was fully done:
Harken to His cry!

Weary, working, burdened one,
Wherefore toil you so?

Cease your doing; all was done
Long, long ago.

Till to Jesus’ work you cling
By a simple faith,

“Doing” is a deadly thing --
“Doing” ends in death.

Cast your deadly “doing” down --
Down at Jesus’ feet;

Stand in Him, in Him alone,
Gloriously complete.

“It is finished!” yes, indeed,
Finished ev’ry jot;

Sinner, this is all you need,
Tell me, is it not?

Ira D. Sankey


