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T he Changing of the Guard

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOME

Part XVIII
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
“Take ye wives, cand beget sons and daughters; ond take wives for your song,
cnd give your daughters to huabonds, that they may bear 3oma and daughters;
that ye may be increased there, and not dimmished” (Jeremiah 29:6).

protection, identification and authority of
her father. She is his possession to give in marriage.
Just what is the process of this conveyance?

s we saw in the last lesson, coverture
ﬂstarts with a daughter at birth under the

1. By Way of Covenant

The possession of the father becomes the
possession of the husband by way of a
covenant:!

“I sware unto thee, and entered into
a covenant with thee, saith the Lord
GOD, and thou becamest mine” (Ezekiel
16:8b).

2. Under the Jurisdiction of the Fathers

This betrothal covenant was established under the
direct jurisdiction of the fathers with the father of
the daughter having the predominate authority
(c.f. Genesis 24:1-4; 50-51; 29:18-19; Exodus
22:16-17).

“Marriage was ... a covenant ... A marriage
covenant was drawn up by the bride’s father

1. We shall look at the subject of the betrothal covenant in a
future article in this series.

for the participants to sign.”?

“Marriage was done under the jurisdiction of
the family. The civil government had nothing
to do with getting married and the church had
nothing to do with getting married. The precept
shown throughout God’s Word is that getting
married has always been and is to always be
under the jurisdiction of the family.”?

“Marriage contracts are arranged by the father
or oldest male kin to benefit the individual
family and to ensure that the children will be
brought up in such a way as to be credit to the

. David M. Levy, Breaking the Marriage Covenant, Israel My

Glory, June/July 1986, p. 16.

. Jeffery A. Weakly, The Israelite Family Past and Present,

1995, p. 5.
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than both the hands full with travail
and vexation of spirit” Ecclesiastes
4:6.

B. Relationship to the Former System
1. Proper Assessment

“For we brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can carry
nothing out” | Timothy 6:7.

“Better is a dinner of herbs where
love is, than a stalled ox and hatred
therewith” Proverbs 15:17.

“And they that use this world, as
not abusing it: for the fashion of this

world passeth away” I Corinthians
7:31.

“And he said unto them, take heed,
and beware of covetousness: for
a man’s life consisteth not in the
abundance of the things which he
possesseth” Luke 12:15.

“Esteeming the reproach of Christ
greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt: for he had respect unto
the recompence of the reward”
Hebrews 11:26.

2. Contentment

“But godliness with contentment is
great gain” | Timothy 6:6.

“And having food and raiment let
us be therewith content” 1 Timothv
6:8.

“Not that I speak in respect of want:
for I have learned, in whatsoever
state I am, therewith to be content”
Philippians 4:11.

(continued on next page)
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group as a whole.”*
3. With the Satisfaction of the Daughter Secured

Now, we are not talking about cruel
arrangements. The desires and interest of the
daughter are important and are taken into
consideration (but her acceptance is after the
approval and with the arrangements of the
father).

“And they called Rebekah, and said unto
her, Wilt thou go with this man? And
she said, I will go” (Genesis 24:58).

“The actual negotiations (Genesis 24:34-50)
that led to Rebekah becoming Isaac’s wife were
carried out with her brother Laban and her
father Bethuel. While Rebekah had no direct
role in the negotiations that sent her away

from her family and home forever, she was
consulted before the departure (24:57-59).”°

4. The Bride’s Father Giving His Daughter

¢ “given in marriage” — (Psalm 78:63).

4. Victor H. Matthews, Manners and Customs in the Bible,
Peabody, M.A. Hendrickson Publishers, 1991, p 21.

5. Ibid.

¢ “give your daughters to husbands” -
(Jeremiah 29:6).

¢ “marrying and given
(Matthew 24:38).

¢ “they married wives, they were given in
marriage” — (Luke 17:27).

¢ “marry, and are given in marriage” — (Luke
20:34).

¢ “giveth her in marriage” — (I Corinthians

7:38).

in marriage” -

5. The Groom’s Father Receiving a Wife for his
Son

“Take wives for your sons” (Jeremiah

29:6; c.f. Genesis 24:1-4).

The father of the bride gives, the father of the
son receives. Remember that the daughter
will take the husband’s family name. She
is received into this Family by the groom’s
father.

The process which produces this covenant can be
initiated by either of the fathers, and as we shall
see in the next lesson, it could even he started by
the prospective husband.

(This is part of a continuing series on the home.)

(continued from previous page)

3. Paul’s Definitive Passage

“But godliness with contentment is
great gain. For we brought nothing
into this world, and it is certain
we can carry nothing out. And
having food and raiment let us be
therewith content. But they that
will he rich fall into temptation and
a snare, and into many foolish and
hurtful lusts, which drown men in
destruction and perdition. For the
love of moneuy is the root of all evil:
which while some coveted dfter,
they have erred from the faith,
and pierced themselves through
with many sorrows. Charge them
that are rich in this world, that they

be not highminded, nor trust in
uncertain riches, but in the living
God, who giveth us richly all things
to enjoy; That they do good, that
they be rich in good works, ready to
distribute, willing to communicate;
Laying up in store for themselves
a good foundation against the time
to come, that they may lay hold of
eternal life” | Timothy 6:6-19.

“Let, no man deceive you with vain words: riches
and happiness seldom dwell together. Therefore,
if you are wise, you will not seek riches for your
children. ... Aim simply at the glory of God, and
the real happiness of your children, both in time
and eternity.” — John Wesley (1788)!

1. Works of John Wesley, Vol. VII, p. 85 (Jackson).
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Examples trom Paul
in Relationship to Government

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN (GOVERNMENT

AND THE BELIEVER’S RELATIONSHIP TO IT ToDAY
Part VII
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

aul did leave us an example that we can
use in appealing to Gentile governments

2 fur equity:

“And as they bound him with thongs, Paul
said unto the centurion that stood by, is it
lawful for you to scourge a man that is a Ro-
man, and uncondemned?” (Acts 22:25).

“But when Paul had appealed to be reserved
unto the hearing of Augustus, I commanded
him to be kept till I might send him to Cae-
sar” (Acts 25:21).

hath a certain thing to tell him. So he took
him, and brought him to the chief captain,
and said Paul the prisoner called me unto
him, and prayed me to bring this young man
unto thee, who hath something to say unto
thee. Then the chief captain took him by the
hand, and went [with him] aside privately,
and asked him, What is that thou hast to tell
me? And he said, The Jews have agreed to
desire thee that thou wouldest bring down
Paul to morrow into the council, as though
they would inquire somewhat of him more
perfectly. But do not thou vield unto them:

forthere lie in wait for him of them more than
forty men, which have bound themselves
with an oath, that they will neither eat nor
drink till they have killed him: and now are
they ready, looking for a promise from thee.
So the chief captain then let the young man
depart, and charged him, See thou tell no
man that thou hast shewed these things to
me” (Acts 23:16-22).

In so doing, Paul brought the government officials
face to face with the gospel as well as with their
own responsibility to the divine authority, which
they used.

“We may appeal to civil government, especially
where scriptural principle is involved or the
recognttion of faith refused, or in any matter
which would hinder the work of the kingdom
of God. We may appeal for due treatment
under the law” (Acts 16:35-39).1

INSTRUCTIONS FROM PAUL IN
RELATIONSHIP TO GOVERNMENT
Paul left us an example that we could use in  Paul tells us of our source of liberty:
reporting criminal activity to Gentile governments
br restraint: “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” (Il Cor-
“And when Paul’s sister’s son heard of their inthians 3:17).
lying in wait, he went and entered into the
castle, and told Paul. Then Paul called one
of the centurions unto him, and said, Bring

this young man unto the chief captain: far he

Nomatterwhatourcircumstancesare(i.e., ourstate),
we are free. Conversely, the lost man, no matter
what his circumstances are, is always in bondage.

1. Ibid, p. T17.
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“For he that is called in the Lord, being a
servant, is the Lord’s freeman” (1 Corinthi-
ans 7:22).

Those in Christ are the only real freemen; all oth-
ers are impostors! The “land of the free” is where
we are seated in Christ in the “heavenly places!”

Paul warns of unequal yoke with unbelievers:

“Be ve not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righ-
teousness with unrighteousness? and what
communion hath light with darkness?” (Il

Corinthians 6:14).

Paul tells us not to have the Gentile world system
solve our conflicts. “When brethren disagree, we
submit our case to the church for decision, not to
the courts of civil government.”?

“No man that warreth entangleth himself
with the affairs of this life; that he may please
him who hath chosen him to be a soldier” (1l
Timothy 2:4).

Paul’s instruction of our attitude and response to
the evil of the world:

“See that none render evil for evil unto any
man; but ever follow that which is good,
both among yourselves, and to all men” (1
Thessalonians 5:15).

“Recompense to no man evil for evil. Pro-
vide things honest in the sight of all men. If
it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live
peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved,
avenge not yourselves, but rather give place
unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is
mine;? I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore

“Dare any of you, having a matter against
another, go to law before the unjust, and not
before the saints? Do ye not know that the
saints shall judge the world? and if the world
shall be judged by you, are ye unworthy to
judge the smallest matters? Know vye not
that we shall judge angels? How much more
things that pertain to this life? If then ye have
judgments of things pertaining to this life, set
them to judge who are least esteemed in the
church. I speak to your shame. Is it so, that
there is not a wise man among you? No,
not one that shall be able to judge between
his brethren? But brother goeth to law with
brother, and that before the unbelievers. Now
therefore there is utterly a fault among vou,
because ve go to law one with another. Why
do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not
rather suffer yourselves to be defrauded?
Nay, ve do wrong, and defraud, and that
your brethren” (I Corinthians 6:1-8).

Paul’s instruction toward entanglement:

Ibid.

if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst,
give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt
heap coals of fire on his head. Be not over-
come of evil, but overcome evil with good”
(Romans 12:17-21).

At this point, maybe it would be a good time to
ask the question:

WHATEVER HAPPENED TO THE PAULICIANS?

As we have dealt with in a past issue of the Bible
Student’s Notebook,* the Paulicians had a remark-
able testimony that spanned six centuries and cov-
ered many countries of Europe and Asia Minor.
They endured severe persecution with remarkable
growth. We can trace many other groups of believ-
ers directly to their faithfulness. Yet whatever be-
came of them as a “group?” Where did they go?
What happened to them?

After some 600 years, according to E.W. Bullinger,
they lost their perspective as to their purpose and
function on earth. He tells us that “the Paulicians

3. Some believers have replaced this ‘vengeance is mine
[God’s],” with a ‘vengeance is ours’ attitude and practice.

4. Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., The Bible Student’'s Notebook #29,
Brief Notes on Church History, Part Il, (Gladstone, Vir-
ginia: Grace Edification Ministries, 1995), p. 289.
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were unconquerable ’til, goaded by ages of
injustice, they betook themselves to the sword.
From that day their strength decayed until they
were finally overpowered.”®

Last, but not least, Paul instructs us to pray for
those in government:

“l exhort therefore, that, first of all,
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks, be made for all men; For
kings, and for all that are in authority; that
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all
godliness and honesty” (I Timothy 2:1, 2).

When our attention is diverted from Christ and
focused on human government, with all its corrup-
tion, we are sidetracked from our present purpose
and function on earth.

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are
true, whatsoever things are honest, whatso-
ever things are just, whatsoever things are
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatso-
ever things are of good report; if there he
any virtue, and if there be any praise, think
on these things” (Philippians 4:8).

Hardly any thoughtsrelated to earthly governments
could he described as: true, honest, just, pure,
lovely, or of a good report.

“For to be carnally minded is death; but
to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”
(Romans 8:6).

Many, with good intentions, would have the be-
liever become well informed concerning the evils
and vices of government and society. Paul, on the
other hand, entreats the believer to be:

“Wise unto that which is good, and simple
concerning evil” (Romans 16:19).

Conservative “Christian” activists will go to great
lengths sharing “shock treatment” information

5. Bullinger, E.W., The Paulicians A Lesson From the Past,
(England: Things To Come) October, 1901.

regarding the ills of the Gentiles (i.e., heathen):
“Look!” “Can you believe it?” “What a shame!”
“Aren’t you shocked?” While, once again, our
apostle pleads:

“For it is a shame even to speak of those
things which are done of them in secret”
(Ephesians 5:12).

As we prepare to close these introductory thoughts
concerning human government, give thoughtful

consideration to the following exhortations given
by Paul:

“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know
how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the
house of God, which is the church of the liv-
ing God, the pillar and ground of the truth.
And without controversy great is the mys-
tery of godliness: God was manifest in the
flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles believed on in
the world, received up into glory” (I Timothy
3:15, 16).

“Meditate upon these things; give thyself
wholly to them; that thy profiting may ap-
pear to all. Take heed unto thyself and unto
the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing
this thou shalt both save thyself, and them
that hear thee” (I Timothy 4:15, 16).

Human Government: Where do we fit in? We are
citizens of Christ’s heavenly kingdom, members
of His Body, sent to be ambassadors to this sin-
ridden world.

“I therefore, the prisoner of tile Lord, be-
seech you that ye walk worthy of the voca-
tion wherewith ve are called, With all low-
liness and meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love” (Ephesians
4:1, 2).

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the
mercies of God, that ye present your bod-
ies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto
God, which is your reasonable service. And
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be not conformed to this world: but be ye
transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect, will of God” (Romans
12:1, 2).

I Don't Belong

It's not home, where men sell their souls,
and the taste of power is sweet,
Where wrong is right, and neighbors fight,
while the hungry are dying in the streets.

Where kids are abused, and women are used,

and the weak are crushed by the strong,
Nations gone mad, Jesus is sad,
and I don’t belong.

I don’t belong, and I'm going someday,
home to my own native land.

I don’t belong, and it seems like I hear,
the sound of a welcome home band.
[ don’t belong, I'm a foreigner here,

singing a sojourner’s song.
I've always known, this place ain’t home,
and I don't belong.

Don’t belong, but while I'm here,
I'll be living like I've nothing to lose,
And while I breathe, I'll just believe,
my Lord is gonna see me through.
I'll not he deceived, by earth’s make believe,
I'll close my ears to her siren song,
By praising His name, I'm not ashamed,
‘cause | don’t belong.

I belong, to a kingdom of peace,
where only love is the law,

Where children lead, and captives are freed,
and God becomes a baby on the straw,
Where dead men live, and rich men give,
their kingdoms to buy back a song,
Where sinners like me, become royalty,
and we’ll all belong.

Yes | belong, and I'm going someday’,
home to my own native land.
Where I'll belong, and it seems like I hear,
the sound of a welcome home hand.

Yes I'll belong, no foreigner there,
singing a sojourner’s song.
['ve always known. I'm going home,
where I belong.
Yes I've always known, this place ain’t home,
and [ don’t belong.®

Postscript:

This is a note to those who may find themselves
in harmony with some of the material presented
in this work. We have no corner on truth, nor
does anyone else. None possess all truth infallibly.
Therefore we should seek to fellowship with all
who love the Lord Jesus Christ and take pleasure
in His precious Word.

“I truly love all that love the glorious Emmanuel,
and though I cannot depart from those principles
which I believe are clearly revealed in the Book
of God, yet I can cheerfully associate with those
that differ from me, if [ have reason to think that
they are united to our common Head.” — George
Whitefield

We must remember that knowledge “puffeth up,
but charity edifieth” (I Corinthians 8:1). Let us
dare not use anything that we may learn and
hold dear as a tool of division between us and
other believers. May we always remember that
contentious debate has its place — it belongs to
the realm of the flesh.” We should never use these
issues against a fellow member of Christ’s Body.
God the Father has received all those that are in
christ.® Can we do any less?

“Wherefore receive ye one another, as Christ
also received us to the glory of God” (Ro-
mans 15:7).

(This is the final part of a series on Human
Government.)

6.  Words by Gloria Gaither.
7. c.f. Romans 1:29; Il Corinthians 12:20.
8. Romans 14:3.
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Be Cikeminded

Part 11
by — Daniel Andersen (edited and abridged)

Paul’s Day and Our Day

Let’s continue, for the sake of discussion, to sup-
pose Paul was urging believers to the doctrinal
kind of unity we have been describing. As
mentioned earlier, perhaps it could work in his
day, but not in ours. Assuming this, we must
inquire as to what happened later on. We have
the answer in what is generally considered
Paul’s last letter:

“And the things that thou hast heard of me
among many witnesses, the same commit
thou to faithful men, who shall be able to
teach others also” (Il Timothy 2:2).

[twould be wonderful if we could find a directline
of this commitment of faithful men from Paul’s
day to our own! Yet we seek it in vain, and we
must admit that this produces a totally different
situation from having Paul himself among
us. Church historians have indicated that for
quite an extended period there was a beautiful
freedom of thought and inquiry. People would
meet and freely discuss ideas about profound
topics of the Scriptures, as freely as we today
meet and talk about the weather. There was no
fear of embracing heresy.

As time went on there developed a crystallization
along particular doctrinal lines. Systematic
theologies began to be produced. Prominent
church bishops attracted followings. Divisions
alongdoctrinal lines developed. Then, to me, the
most tragic event of all took place. Constantine
the Great used Christianity to consolidate his
power, nominally making the Roman Empire
a Christian Empire. He convened the Council
of Nicaea in 325 A.D., demanding that it unify

the Christian Church so that he could more
effectively administer the affairs of the empire.

This council, beset by factions and strife, finally
produced what is called the Nicene Creed. It
was declared to be the orthodox faith. All must
submit to it or face the threat of persecution,
loss of property, loss of family, even loss of life,
and, of course, loss of salvation. No longer was
there healthy inquiry and freedom of discussion.
This was replaced by fear and submission to
authority.

Confessedly, church bishops and officials who,
with the backing of the civil government, de-
manded submission by the populace, did not
even themselves understand the intricacies
and subtleties of the doctrinal system of faith
they now enforced. Splits and antagonisms
developed over the interpretation or meaning
of a single word. Sometimes a word used to
express a theological concept was not a word
in the Bible itself.

In the 4th century, insistence upon a particular
interpretation of one such word, used to describe
the Person of Christ, “let loose a fury among
mankind that has rarely been paralleled. Millions
suffered violence or death in the pursuant wars
and persecutions. Hundreds of bishops were
exiled or murdered at the command of other
bishops who, when the tide turned, visited the
same treatment upon their rivals.” Those of
opposing views “alike sought to use the secular
arm to terrify and assassinate their opponents,
and to seize their congregations, churches, and
revenues by force.”?

1. Martin A. Larson, The Religion of the Occident, (Littlefield,
Adams & Co., 1961), p. 572.
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We wonder how individual and personal faith
in Christ as one’s own personal Saviour would
be possible under such conditions. We might
well wonder why we today should esteem as
orthodox the deliberations of church officials
who were so obviously manipulated. They
produced a system that, by binding together
a culturally diverse population, resulted in the
aggrandizement of power both by a Roman
emperor and by those same church officials. Let
us be ever so grateful for the freedom we enjoy,
freedom to investigate, examine, question,
and to have personal faith according to our
individual understanding in a living One, the
One Who died and rose again on our behalf!

So, for the sake of discussion, we’d say that
Paul could be dogmatic but we cannot be. He
could urge agreement on a set of dogmatically
declared articles of faith, but we cannot. We
should welcome free and open discussion. We
should welcome healthy and sincere inquiry.
We should be free to work through to our own
conclusions on all Scriptural topics and themes.
Yes, I believe we should!

What Was in Paul’s Mind?

But we must examine the possibility that Paul
had something totally different in mind from
what we have so far considered here. Do Paul’s
writings convey the impression that he imposed
a codified set of doctrines upon those to whom
he ministered? That he had a systematically
organized creed to which people were to be
subjected? Does he not rather appeal to people

to believe God’s truth, to receive the word of
Christ in faith?

Read again such passages as I Thessalonians
1 and Colossians 1 and try to get the feeling
of Paul’s ministry: his love, his prayers, and
his concern for these believers. He tells the
Colossians that as they received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so they should walk in Him; having
been rooted in Him, they should continue to

grow up in Him (2:6, 7). This hardly suggests
being subjected to a detailed system of thought.
It rather suggests a dynamic, living faith that
reaches out and embraces Christ in a most
personal, intimate manner.

The concept of growth implies development,
change, and adjustment. We were not born
with the truth. The truth must he obtained. This
is not an effortless task. It requires diligence and
effort. And it must become a lifetime quest, never
a total or absolute attainment.? Psalm 119:105
describes our situation as walking along a path,
with God’s Word to give light, showing us where
to place our feet, step by step.

The Verb Phroneo:
“To Be Likeminded”

Now we must come to grips with the Greek
verb phroneo that Paul used in each of the
verses quoted at the start of this article. It comes
from the root phren,® which literally means the
“diaphragm” or “midriff” The Greek, as well as
many other languages, often used such words
to describe something beyond literal bodily
organs. For instance, think of the literal and
many figurative uses of the word “heart.”

The Greek word splagchnon* (from spleen, from
whichwe obtain “spleen”) meansthe “intestines”
and is most often translated “bowels” in the King
James Version, but it can describe inward and
tender affection and compassion, as is clearly
indicated in the contexts in which it is used.
In a similar manner the word phren, and the
family of words based upon it, came to have
connotations far beyond that of the “midriff” or

2. [Editor: This was even true of Paul himself! (Philippians
3:12-14)].

3. Strong’s #5424. phren, frane; prob. from an obsol. phrao (to
rein in or curb; comp. G5420); the midrif (as a partition of
the body), i.e., (fig. and by impl. of sympathy) the feelings
(or sensitive nature; by extens. [also in the plur.] the mind or
cognitive faculties);--understanding.

4. Strong’s #4698. splagchnon, splangkh’-non; prob. strength-
ened from splen, (the “spleen”); an intestine (plur.); fig, pity
or sympathy:--bowels, inward affection, + tender mercy.
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“diaphragm.” Look up the words phrenic and
phrenology in a dictionary that indicates the
origins of words.

The Greek word phren, “diaphragm,” will
he indicated as the origin, but phrenology is
the study of the conformation of the skull as
indicative of mental difficulties. The Greeks
connected the diaphragm with the mind, but
neither in the sense of pure reasoning nor in the
exercise of the mental faculties in taking thought
or thinking something through. It was rather
considered the source of, or associated with,
sympathy, with feelings of a sensitive nature.

So phroneo carries with it emotional overtones.
It includes the idea of a disposition, an attitude,
a leaning, or inclination. The Analytical Greek
Lexicon (Harper and Brothers, New York)
includes under it the following: “to entertain
sentiments or inclinations of a specific kind.”
Thayer’s Lexicon includes the definition “to feel,
to think.” How often we speak of our mental
feelings or inclinations about things. Note
how often we say “I feel ...” about a matter
as an indication of our attitude or disposition
or inclination about it. These remarks indicate
the richness and flexibility of words in various
languages.

Interpersonal relationships

Let’s now examine the use of phroneo in a few
passages.

“For I say, through the grace given unto
me, to every man that is among you,
not to think of himself more highly
[huperphroneo®] than he ought to think
[phroneo]: but to think [phroneo] soberly
[sophroneo®], according as God hath

5. Strong’s #5252 huperphroneo, hoop-er-fron-eh’-0; from
G5228 and G5426: to esteem oneself overmuch, i.e., be
vain or arrogant--think more highly.

6. Strong’s #4993 sophroneo, so-fron-eh’-o; from G4998, to be
of sound mind, i.e., sane, (fig.) moderate--be in right mind,

dealt to every man the measure of faith”
(Romans 12:3).

Here we have two occurrences of the word
phroneo and two occurrences of compoundings
of the word. The meaning is clear: Don’t be
high-minded about yourself above what you
ought to be minded. Don’t think too highly, too
loftily about self, with overtones of superiority.
Don’t have a high and mighty attitude. Don’t
display a haughty attitude.

Reading the context of this verse indicates that
the matter of relationships among the Roman
Christians is Paul’s subject and concern. In this
important matter he desires the appropriate
attitude or inclination or sentiment to be
exhibited by each to the other.

“Be of the same mind [phroneo] one
toward another. Mind not [phroneo] high
things, but condescend to men of low
estate. Be not wise [phronimos,” adjective
form of phroneo] in your own conceits”

(Romans 12:16).

Read the entire beautiful context of this verse. It
is so obvious that Paul is dealing with attitudes
to be displayed by people in their relationships
with one another. He urges them to be intimately
united in the acceptance of one another, to be
condescending, to be open, outgoing, warm,
concerned and compassionate in personal
matters.

(This is part II of a four part series.)

be sober (minded), soberly.

7. Strong’s #5429. phronimos, fron’-ee-mos; from G5424
thoughtful, i.e., sagacious or discreet (implying a cautious
character while G4680 denotes practical skill or acumen,
and G4908 indicates rather intelligence or mental acquire-
ment); in a bad sense conceited (also in the compar.)--wise

(1)
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(Ephesians 3:8).

T he Believer’s Value System
A Study of Riches

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“Unto me, who am less than the least of all scunts, i3 this grace given, that
| should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;”

he course of this world has a long estab-
lished and yet developing value system.
Paul presents to the believer a completely

new and different system of value, known as the
unsearchable riches of Christ.

I. The New Value System

A. The Source: The lord Jesus Christ, the
Son of God.

“In whom are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge” (Colossians
2:3).

“For ve know the grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich,
vet for your sakes he became poor,
that ye through his poverty might he
rich” (II Corinthians 8:9).

B. The Nature: Spiritual & Eternal

“While we look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which arc
not seen: for the things which are seen
are temporal; but the things which are
not seen are eternal” (Il Corinthians

4:18).
C. The Location
1. Of Origin: Heavenly
“Set vyour daffection on things

above, not on things on the earth”
Colossians 3:2.

“But my God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory
by Christ Jesus” Philippians 4:19.

. Of Destination: Earthen Vessels

“But we have this treasure in
earthen vessels, that the excellency
of the power may be of God, and
not of us” Il Corinthians 4:7.

D. The Ledger:

1. Goodness, Forbearance, and

Longsuffering

“Or despisest thou the riches of
his goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering?” Romans 2:4a.

. Glory

“That he would grant you, ac-
cording to the riches of his glory, to
be strengthened with might by his
Spirit in the inner man” Ephesians
3:16.

‘And that he might make known
the riches of his glory” Romans
9:23a.

a. Glory of His Inheritance
“The eyes of your understanding

being enlightened; that ye may
know what is the hope of his
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calling, and what the riches of II. The Former Value System
the glory of his inheritance in
the saints” Ephesians 1:18. A. Its Dangers

b. Glory of This Mystery 1. Temptation

“To whom God would make
known what is the riches of the
glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is Christ in you,
the hope of glory” Colossiains
1:27.

3. Wisdom and Knowledge

“O the depth of he riches both
of the wisdom and knowledge
of God! how unsearchable are
his judgments, and his ways past
finding Out!” Romans 11:33.

. Mercy

“But God, who is rich in mercy, for
his great love wherewith he loved
us” Ephesians 2:4.

. Grace

“In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness
of sins, according to the riches of
his grace” Ephesians 1:7.

“That in the ages to come he might
shew the exceeding riches of his
grace in his kindness toward us
through Christ Jesus” Ephesians
2:7.

. Full Assurance

“That their hearts might he com-
forted, being knit together in
love, and unto all riches of the full
assurance of understanding, to the
acknowledgement of the muystery
of God, and of the Father, and of
Christ;” Colossians 2:2.

“But they that will he rich fall into
temptation and a snare, and into
many foolish and hurtful lusts,
which drown men in destruction
and perdition” 1 Timothy 6:9.

. Deceitfulness

“He also that received seed among
the thorns is he that heareth the
word; and the care of this world,
and the deceitfulness of riches,
choke the word, and he becometh

unfruitful” Matthew 13:22.

. Insatiable Vanity

“He that loveth silver shall not be
satisfied with silver; for he hat loveth
abundance with increase: this is
also vanity” Ecclesiastes 5:10.

. Uncertainty

“Charge them that are rich in this
world, that they be not highminded,
nor trust in uncertain riches, but in
the living God, who giveth us richly
all things to enjoy:” 1 Timothy
6:17.

. Sorrow

“For the Ilove of money is the
root of all evil: which while some
coveted after, they have erred from
the faith, and pierced themselves
through with many sorrows” 1
Timothy 6:10.

. Vexation of Spirit

“Better is an handful with quietness,

(continued on page 474)



