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“Who can find a virtuous woman? for her price is far above rubies” 
(Proverbs 31:10).
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I
n our last lesson we surveyed the jurisdiction 
of both fathers in the establishment of the 
new home, but sometimes the process of 

entering into a covenant of espousement can be 
initiated by the prospective husband, especially 
in the case of older daughters.

This procedure has been known for centuries 
as courtship. Even though the word courtship 
does not appear in Scripture (just as the word 
coverture does not), this longstanding method is 
rooted in Biblical principles.  In this lesson we will 
briefly consider this subject of courtship.

The institution of dating is a contemporary 
concept. Its longstanding predecessor was 
courtship. In fact, prior to 1920 the United States 
had detailed courtship laws that “included the 
rigid supervision of the female. Courtship was not 
entered into unless parents were first consulted 
and their approval secured.”1

Courtship is an interesting word, made up of a root 
word and a suffix: COURT+ship. Courtship is, 
simply put, the petitioning of a court. In this case 
the court of authority is the father. It is before his 
authority that the male appears. The verb “court” 
is defined as “to solicit for marriage.” While 
“solicit” is defined as “to ask with some degree of 

1. Jim West, Christian Courtship Versus the Dating Game, 
1993.

earnestness; to make petition to; to apply to for 
obtaining something.”

The court of the father is petitioned by a suitor. 
The word “suitor” is a term used in a court of law 
for “a petitioner.” Thus, in courtship, the male 
petitioning for the father’s daughter is called 
a suitor. Suitor is also defined as “a man who 
courts a woman.”

A man petitions a father for the pursuit of his 
daughter’s hand in marriage. A trial, a testing 
then follows. These court proceedings are 
confirmed by two or three witnesses (i.e., the 
family members involved). Paul Jehle tells us 
that “the word courtship … with law – a court 
– testing the evidence.”

Under courtship, when a young man finds 
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Dear Faithful in Christ Jesus,

Even though we don’t seem to come to you by way of 
the Bible Student’s Notebook as often as we would like, 
it is nonetheless a great joy to do so! Between issues 
we derive tremendous encouragement by hearing from 
those of you who take the time to write, email, or call. 
We so appreciate the mutual communication that we 
are afforded by these thoughtful efforts on your part.

Sir Robert Anderson

In this issue, we have taken a couple of excerpts from 
the newly reprinted work of Sir Robert Anderson 
entitled The Buddha of Christendom. We trust that 
these two quotes will be an encouragement to those 
who have come to find themselves, along with us, 
“outside the camp.” We have taken the liberty of titling 
these two quotes The Apostasy of the Church and 
“The Church,” an Enemy of Christianity.  

Helpful Literature on the Home

It is a joy to find helpful writings related to the home. 
We have found the works of  Douglas J. Wilson to be 
such a find. Therefore, we also share two small portions 
of his book Reforming Marriage in this issue. One we 
call The Husband: An Inescapable Headship, 
and the other The Husband’s Responsibility 
Illustrated. It is our prayer that those entrusted with 
the headship of the home, as well as others, will find 
great encouragement and strength from these lines.

Vacation in the Great Smoky Mountains

Our dear brother David Dowell has asked us to invite 
you to Pigeon Forge/Gatlinburg Tennessee for a time 
of spiritual renewal and family fun. This will be the 4th 
Annual Grace Bible Conference hosted by the Dowell 
family.

It will be March 25th through 31st. Expected speakers 
include: Fred Bekemeyer, David Dowell, Russ Hargett, 
Richard Jordan, Clyde Pilkington, Tracy Plessinger, 
Jerry Scott, Steve Todd, and Oscar Woodall.

Yours from “outside the camp,”

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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Are we under the law today? Ask the average 
Christian and he will answer, “No, but … 
well, in a sense we are.” Such equivocation is 
understandable. On the one hand no one wants 
to put us back under Old Testament regulations, 
yet on the other hand no sensible Christian wants 
to assert that we are free to do as we please. Part 
of the problem also has to do with the meaning of 
the phrase “under law.”

One of the major accomplishments of the Cross 
is that the Old Testament system of law was 
completely done away in Christ. This is so clear 
that it cannot be debated. Paul wrote, 

“For sin shall not have dominion over you, 
for you are not under the law, but under 
grace” (Romans 6:14).

Contrary to popular opinion, Paul taught that 
being “under the law” meant that we are slaves of 
sin, whereas living under grace meant we would 
be free from sin. Many legalists today believe the 
opposite is true. For them grace means license to 
sin, the law means maintaining high standards.

In Galatians Paul presented his most sustained 
argu ment that we are not under the law. Returning 
to life under the law puts us under its penalties 
and every detail of its intricate requirements. Little 
wonder the law was a curse B not because it was 
contrary to God’s will, but because it was powerless 
to save. It could only condemn. Fortunately,

“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on 
a tree” (Galatians 3:13).

Paul argued that if we are under the law we are 
not led by the Spirit. Again, contrary to legalists, 

Paul taught that freedom from the law does not 
mean lawlessness but is a precondition to walking 
in the Spirit.

Yet, some well meaning Bible teachers want to put 
us back under the law. Usually, the argument runs 
something like this: all of the Old Testament law 
was done away except the Ten Commandments. 
Thus we are not under all of the law, but just some 
of it.

The law was given to the nation Israel as a 
unit; it was not neatly divided into ceremonies, 
ordinances and a moral code. Furthermore, to 
keep part of the law – just to put ourselves under 
one commandment B obli gates us to keep it 
all (Galatians 5:3; James 2:10). Like one Bible 
teacher put it, “The law was not a smorgasbord, 
where you could pick and choose the parts you 
wanted to keep.”

Fortunately, the Scriptures leave us no doubt 
about this. Read Paul’s contrast between the Old 
Testament era of law and the New Testament age 
of the Spirit:

“But if the ministration of death, written and 
engraved in stones, was glorious, so that 
the children of Israel could not stedfastly 
behold the face of Moses for the glory of his 
countenance; which glory was to be done 
away: How shall not the ministration of the 
spirit be rather glorious?” (II Corinthians 
3:7-8).

The ministry of the Spirit has replaced the law B 
yes, even the Ten Commandments are a ministry 
of condemnation. Let us not be afraid to proclaim 
that we are not under the law today.

You You AREARE Free from the Law! Free from the Law!
by – Erwin W. Lutzer
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THE LAW FULFILLED

Why did God abolish the law? Its standards 
reflected His righteousness, but the law as a 
system was replaced because it was powerless. 
It could not bring us what we desperately need 
– righteousness.

To illustrate: a man is drowning. When he comes 
up for air you read him the law, Code A, Section 
12, which reads, “Swimming is prohibited in this 
area after 6:00 P.M.” You might manage to make 
him feel guilty, but that’s all. The law cannot save 
him from drowning.

The law is always external, demanding, and 
powerless.

“For if there had been a law given which 
could have given life, verily righteousness 
should have been by the law” (Galatians 
3:21).

If the law could have saved us, Christ’s death 
would have been unneces sary. But the law cannot 
produce righteousness.

Not only is the law unable to save us, but the 
law cannot contribute toward our sanctification. 
We’ve al ready quoted Paul’s words, that freedom 
from the law is a prerequisite to freedom from sin 
and walking in the Spirit (Romans 6:14; Galatians 
5:18). To return to the law is to fall back into 
spiritual bondage; it is to go backward, not forward. 
The law cannot produce what God desires to 
see within us. For that, grace must do its work.

How did Christ abolish the law? By fulfilling all 
of its demands for us. He became a curse for us, 
absorbing all of its penalties in His own person. 
Now God de clares us righteous because our sin 
was imputed to Christ, and His righteousness was 
imputed to us. … His strongest demands were 
met at the cross. We can shout with gratitude that 
Christ has

“… [blotted] out the handwriting of 

ordinances that was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his cross” (Colossians 2:14).

Thank God, the law can no longer condemn us.

Satan is pleased when believers slip back into law. 
Putting ourselves under its jurisdiction, he can 
rightly argue that we sinners deserve to be judged 
and doomed forever. Now that we are saved, he 
will try to get us to believe that sanctification comes 
by the law – obedience to external regulations. If 
so, we become like the Gala tians who began in 
the Spirit but sought personal per fection by the 
flesh (Galatians 3:3).

Needless to say the Israelites in the Old Testament 
were not saved by the law either, for their sin was 
ultimately credited to Christ’s account (Romans 
3:25). But they were under the law as a rule 
of life. The law was to govern their conduct; it 
became the basis for their personal and corporate 
responsibilities. Disobedi ence was to be severely 
punished; obedience was a con dition of blessing. 
God judged them by how closely they lived up to 
the detailed moral code they were given.

Today we are not under the law; it is not the 
basis for personal blessing. Nor are we under its 
penalties. Let us accept this without reservation; if 
not, we will not appreciate the radical dimensions 
of God’s grace. …

LIVING UNDER GRACE

If we are free from the law, what then is God’s 
standard for us?

Some erroneously think that freedom from the 
law means that God has relaxed His standard, 
therefore we can do as we please. That’s why Paul 
warned,

“For, brethren, ye have been called unto 
liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion 
to the flesh, but by love serve one another” 
(Galatians 5:13).
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However, the doctrine of grace does not encourage 
believers to sin. Grace teaches us not to sin (Titus 
2:11-13). Paul was accused of teaching that living 
un der grace breeds lawlessness. His critics said, “Let 
us do evil, that good may come.” Paul dismissed 
the charge and wrote that their “dammnation is 
just” (Romans 3:8).

What does it mean to live under grace? Our 
relation ship with God is on an entirely different 
level. First, We are motivated by our love and 
thankfulness. The em phasis of the Mosaic law 
was “obey and you will be blessed.” But Christ 
has already blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
(Ephesians 1:3). He has made us sons, given us 
the Holy Spirit and promoted us to be heirs with 
Himself. All of this was freely done without any 
strings attached.

Since the demands of the law have been met, our 
motivation is not fear, but love. Paul urged us by 
the mercies of God to present our bodies as living 
sac rifices, acceptable to God (Romans 12:1). Why 
do we love God? To gain His approval? No, for 
we already have His approval in Christ. …

This puts our obedience in a different perspective. 
For example, every state has laws regarding child 
abuse. Parents who neglect their children are law-
breakers and can be arrested. But this is not why 
my wife and I take care of our children. Fear of 
the law does not get us up at 2 A.M. to comfort 
a crying child. Because our children belong to us 
and we love them, we take care of them.

Believers who are motivated by legalism are 
always anxious to know what is expected of them. 
They want to do only what is necessary to make 
themselves look respectable. They crave specific 
rules so they can know precisely how to behave. 
They plod along hoping that someday their efforts 
will pay off. Such people are legalists; they are 
using the law to establish their righteousness.

A legalistic athlete dislikes football but plays 
the game to please the coach or avoid other 
responsibilities. He wants to know exactly what 

the requirements are, so that he won’t attend more 
practices than necessary. Another athlete plays 
football for the sheer love of the game. He goes 
beyond what is expected. He doesn’t ask how 
much he can get by with and still be accepted by 
the coach. His heart is in the game. …

Second, under grace, God can accomplish what 
the law could not – change us from the inside 
out. The process of conforming us to Christ’s 
image cannot be done by a moral code. Christ’s 
definition of sin pene trates far deeper than a list of 
sins on a church member ship card. Adultery is not 
merely an act, it is first a thought; the same goes 
for murder (Matthew 5:21-28).

This leads us to a third consideration. Under 
grace, supernatural power is readily available. In 
the Old Tes tament the ministry of the Holy Spirit 
was restricted; not all believers were indwelt by 
the Holy Spirit. But under grace, all believers 
are temples of the Holy Spirit. Christ’s character 
can now be formed in each of us. We can live 
supernaturally in a world that is convinced that 
the supernatural is a relic of past imaginations.

In the Book of Galatians, Paul listed the nine fruit 
of the Spirit, then added, “Against such there is no 
law” (5:23). There can be no law prohibiting such 
qualities; but there is no law that can produce 
them either.

What would happen if we actually did set our 
affections on things above and not on things of 
the earth? Such obedience is revolutionary to 
someone who does nothing more than live up to a 
list of rules. There would be a supernatural aspect 
to our lives defying human explanation. …

Free from the law? Yes! Free to serve God without 
guilt, anxiety or hopelessness. Free to respond 
fully to His generosity displayed in Jesus Christ.

You’re Richer Than You Think
(Chapter 10, abridged)
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CHRIST WAS MADE

Flesh:
John 1:14   

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld His glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth.”

Of the Seed of David:
Romans 1:3

“Concerning His Son Jesus Christ our 
Lord, which was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh;”

Of a Woman:
Galatians 4:4  

“But when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law,”

Under the Law:
Galatians 4:4  

“But when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law,”

Sin:
II Corinthians 5:21

“For He hath made Him to be sin for us, 
Who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him.”

Quickening Spirit:
I Corinthians 15:45  

“And so it is written, The first man Adam 
was made a living soul; the last Adam was 
made a quickening spirit.”

WE WERE MADE

Sinners:
Romans 5:19a  

“For as by one man’s disobedience many 
were made sinners,”

Subject to Vanity:
Romans 8:20a  

“For the creature was made subject to 
vanity,”

WE HAVE BEEN MADE

Free:
Galatians 5:1  

“Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and 
be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage.”

Free from Sin:
Romans 6:18  

“Being then made free from sin, ye became 
the servants of righteousness.”

Romans 6:22

“But now being made free from sin, and 
become servants to God, ye have your 
fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting 
life.”

Free from the Law of Sin and Death:
Romans 8:2  

“For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ 
Jesus hath made me free from the law of 
sin and death.”

Christ was MadeChrist was Made
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

(continued on page 504)
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I. Why is it called THE MYSTERY?

A. Because it was kept secret – Romans 
16:25.

B. Because it was hid in God – Ephesians 
3:9.

C. Because it was hid from ages and 
from Generations – Colossians 1:26, 
Ephesians 3:5.

This message was “unsearchable” (Ephesians 
3:8), i.e., it was untraceable in the other 
Scriptures (see these references for a further 
look at THE MYSTERY: Ephesians 1:9; 3:3, 
4; 6:19; Colossians 4:3; I Timothy 3:9).

II. Where did THE MYSTERY originate?

THE MYSTERY came as a direct revelation 
from the Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:11, 
12; Ephesians 3:3; II Corinthians 12:1, 7). 
The last words of Christ are not recorded in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, and the book of 
Acts chapter one. They’re in Paul’s epistles.

III. To whom was THE MYSTERY revealed?

Paul was the recipient of THE MYSTERY 
(Galatians 2:7; Ephesians 3:2; Colossians 
1:25; Galatians 1:11). Paul wrote down the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ (I Timothy 
6:3) for the Body of Christ in this dispensation 
of Grace (Ephesians 3:2).

Paul was THE MYSTERY apostle of the Lord 
to the Gentiles (Galatians 1:15, 16; 2:8; Acts 
9:15; I Timothy 2:7; II Timothy 1:11; Acts 
26:16, 17; Romans 11:13; 15:16).

IV. What does the revelation of THE MYSTERY 

contain?

A. The formation of the Body of Christ.

No other Bible author speaks of the Body of 
Christ.

Up until Paul’s reception of THE MYSTERY 
revelation, Israel had been the people of 
God.  Now a new group of saved individuals 
are being formed by God (I Corinthians 
10:17; 12:27; Ephesians 1:22, 23; 4:4, 12; 
Romans 12:5; Colossians 1:18; 3:15). This 
body is made up of saved Jews and Gentiles 
(Ephesians 2:14-18; 3:6). This body begins 
with Paul (I Timothy 1:13-16). The Body of 
Christ is called the church (Ephesians 1:22, 
23; 5:23; Colossians 1:18, 24). The body of 
Christ is a totally new creation (Ephesians 
2:15; Galatians 6:15; II Corinthians 5:17).

B. The present dispensation (i.e., 
administration) of Grace. No other Bible 
author speaks of this dispensation.

THE MYSTERY dispensation of God’s grace 
begins with Paul (Ephesians 3:2; Colossians 
1:25).  God’s grace is being dispensed to 
such an extent in this dispensation, that it is 
said to “reign” (Romans 5:21).

C. The Gospel of the Grace of God.

No other Bible author speaks of this gospel.

This wonderful gospel emphasizes and 
magnifies God’s grace. Paul uses the word 
grace over 100 times in his epistles (more 
than any other Bible author). This gospel 
was a result of  the finished MYSTERY work 

The MysteryThe Mystery
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel, and 
the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, 
which was kept secret since the world began” (Romans 16:25).
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of Christ on the cross. But it was not revealed 
until Paul (I Timothy 2:5-7; II Timothy 1:9-
11).

D. The temporary setting aside of Israel.

The revelation of THE MYSTERY gives the 
only scriptural answer to why God is not now 
dealing with the nation of Israel (Romans 
11:11-15, 25). In the program of the 
“kingdom of heaven” the Gentiles were to be 
blessed by Israel’s rise (Isaiah 11:1, 10). But 
according to THE MYSTERY, the Gentiles 
are blessed through the fall of Israel.

E. The One Baptism.

No other Bible author speaks of the one 
baptism.

There were “divers” baptisms under God’s 
program for Israel (Hebrews 6:2; 9:10). But 
the revelation of THE MYSTERY has only 

ONE baptism (Ephesians 4:4; I Corinthians 
12:13; Romans 6:3; Galatians 3:27; 
Colossians 2:12; I Corinthians 1:17).

F. The Heavenly position of the body of 
Christ.

No other Bible author speaks of this heavenly 
position.

Whereas Israel’s hope was an earthly hope, 
THE MYSTERY reveals a heavenly hope for 
the believers in this dispensation (Ephesians 
1:3; 2:6; Philippians 3:20; Colossians 3:1-
3).

G. The complete, absolute and total 
forgiveness of sins.

THE MYSTERY reveals that all of the believer’s 
sins have been forgiven: past, present and 
future (Colossians 2:13; Ephesians 1:7; Acts 
13:38, 39; Titus 2:14).  

a suitable unmarried woman, he makes his 
intentions known to her head – her father. The 
father would inquire of the suitor as to whether 
or not his “intentions were honorable?” When he 
did so, he was seeking to establish if the young 
man was committed to the wooing of his daughter 
to marriage. In other words, the first proposal of 
the young man was made to the father.

During the period of testing (i.e., courtship) 

the male would attempt to win the favor of her 
father and build a relationship with her family. 
In essence the young man would court (petition) 
the father and family for the valuable possession 
of their female. This courtship (i.e., examination) 
therefore, was never between the male and female 
alone. Rather it was a family affair. Otherwise, 
the whole concept of courtship would have been 
made void.

(This is part of a continuing series on the home.)

(continued from page 497)

Accepted:
Ephesians 1:6

“To the praise of the glory of his grace, 
wherein he hath made us accepted in the 
beloved.”

Righteousness of God:
II Corinthians 5:21 

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who 
knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.”

Meet (Suitable):
Colossians 1:12

“Giving thanks unto the Father, which 
hath made us meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the saints in light:”

Heirs:
Titus 3:7  

“That being justified by his grace, we should 
be made heirs according to the hope of 
eternal life.”

(continued from page 502)
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The following questions are given with the 
thought of stimulating the believer to SEARCH 
and SEE, and then to RIGHTLY DIVIDE.

1. Do you keep Israel’s dietary laws (Leviticus 
11)?

Or, do you obey Christ’s later revelation 
through Paul in Colossians 2:16?

2. Do you keep Israel’s Sabbaths (Exodus 
16:29, 30; 31:12, 16, 17)?

Or, do you obey Christ’s later revelation 
through Paul in Colossians 2:16 (c.f. 
Galatians 4:10,11; Romans 14:5)?

3. Do you keep Israel’s Passover of Exodus 
12:14?

Or, do you obey Christ’s later revelation 
through Paul in Colossians 2:14, 20 (Also 
Ephesians 2:15)?

4. Do you obey Israel’s commission of Mark 
16:15-18?

a. Do you preach its gospel?
b. Do you have the following signs ?

(1) Do you cast out devils?
(2) Do you speak in new languages?
(3) Do you pick up serpents?
(4) Do you drink poison?

Or, do you go along with Christ’s later 
revelation through Paul in Ephesians 3:1-9?

5. Do you obey consistently the words of 
Christ to Israel in Matthew 10:1, 5-13? If 
not, why not?

a. Do you cast out devils?
b. Do you heal all manner of sickness?
c. Do you “go NOT” to Gentiles?
d. Do you go only to the lost of Israel?
e. Do you cleanse lepers?
f. Do you raise the dead?
g. Do you provide neither gold, silver, 

nor brass in your purses?
h. Do you provide no scrip (i.e., wallet or 

leather pouch for food)?
i. Do you have only one coat, one pair 

of shoes?

Or, do you follow Christ’s later revelation 
to Paul having to do with all blessings that 
are spiritual in the heavenlies in Christ 
(Ephesians 1:3), rather than the physical 
blessings so typical of Israel?

6. Do you teach forgiveness according to the 
terms of Israel’s KINGDOM PRAYER of 
Matthew 6:12, 14, 15?

Or, do you accept and teach forgiveness on 
the basis of Christ’s later revelation through 
Paul in Ephesians 1:7; 4:32; i.e., “according 
to the riches of His grace,” “… Forgiving 
one another even as God for Christ’s sake 
hath forgiven you?”

7. Do you assume a FUTURE state for yourself 
as being where Israel’s twelve Apostles 
are?

a. They will sit on twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel (Matthew 
19:28).

b. They will be associated with the 
cubed shaped city, having the gates 
named after the twelve tribes of Israel 
(Revelation 21:12), and the twelve 

Perplexing QuestionsPerplexing Questions
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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foundations named after the twelve 
apostles (Revelation 21:14).

Or, are you jointly-raised and jointly-seated 
with Christ in the heavenly places according 
to Christ’s later revelation through Paul in 
Ephesians 2:6?

8. Do you follow Abraham in circumcision as 
a sign of the covenant so as not to be “cut 
off” from God’s covenant in accord with 
the instructions of Genesis 17:14?

Or, do you consider Christ’s later revelation 
through Paul in Galatians 5:1-4?

a. “Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free 
…”

b. “...if ye be circumcised, Christ shall 
profit you nothing.”

c. “...every man that is circumcised, that 
he is a debtor to do the whole law.”

d. “Christ is become of no effect unto you, 
whosoever of you are justified by the 
law, ye are FALLEN FROM GRACE.”

And do you consider Colossians 2:11 as 
a yet further advance upon fleshly, man-
made symbolical circumcision?

9. Do you follow Israel’s pattern of water 
baptism as set forth in Matthew 3:6; Mark 
1:14?

a. “And they were baptized of him in 
Jordan, CONFESSING THEIR SINS”

b. “John did baptize in the wilderness, 
and preached the BAPTISM OF 
REPENTANCE FOR THE REMISSION 
OF SINS”

Or, do you consider the baptism of Christ’s 
later revelation through Paul in Romans 6:3, 4:

c. “… that so many of us as were 
BAPTIZED INTO JESUS CHRIST 

were BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH 
therefore, we are BURIED WITH HIM 
by BAPTISM INTO DEATH?”

d. And that this BAPTISM INTO 
CHRIST JESUS, INTO HIS DEATH 
accomplishes what no water baptism 
could, namely: “For as many of you as 
have been BAPTIZED INTO CHRIST, 
have PUT ON CHRIST” (Galatians 
3:27)?

e. And that this baptism is unique 
inasmuch as God is the BAPTIZER; 
Christ in His DEATH, burial and 
resurrection is the ELEMENT; and 
God cojoins us with Christ?

f. And that this baptism is the ONE 
baptism of Ephesians 4:5?

10. Do you claim Israel’s New Covenant as 
yours, even though it is always addressed 
to the HOUSE OF ISRAEL and the HOUSE 
OF JUDAH (c.f. Hebrews 8:6-9; Jeremiah 
31:31-33)?

Or do you, according to Christ’s later 
revelation through Paul, take the place of 
a non-covenant people (Ephesians 2:11-
13)?

And do you base your blessings upon a 
purpose of God BEFORE there were any 
covenants as stated in Ephesians 1:3, 4?

Lastly, unless you are practicing EACH of the 
above ten items, you are in one manner or 
another, “dividing the word of truth.” Each truth 
will be found to be consistent with its context; 
i.e., place, time and purpose.

As God’s revelation changes or varies, so too, 
shall the record reflect those changes. If you 
observe and honor those changes on a consistent 
basis, you will be “rightly dividing the word of 
truth” (II Timothy 2:15).
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T
he Bible says the “husband is the head of 
the wife, even as Christ is the head of the 
church.” Paul most emphatically does not 

say that husbands ought to be the heads of their 
wives. He says that they are. In this verse, the apostle 
is not telling us how marriage ought to function (that 
comes in the verses following). Rather he is telling 
us what the marriage relationship between husband 
and wife is. Marriage is defined in part as the 
headship of a husband over a wife. In other words, 
without this headship, there is no marriage.

This does not mean that God gives no imperatives 
to the husband. In the verses following we find 
a very basic imperative indeed – husbands are 
commanded to love their wives as Christ loved the 
church. But nowhere is the husband commanded to 
be a head to his wife. This is because he already is 
the head of his wife, by the very nature of marriage. 
If he does not love her, he is a poor head, but a head 
nonetheless.

Meditating on this is a very valuable thing for 
husbands to do. Because the husband is the head of 
the wife, he finds himself in a position of inescapable 

leadership. He cannot successfully refuse to lead. 
If he attempts to abdicate in some way, he may, 
through his rebellion, lead poorly. But no matter 
what he does, or where he goes, he does so as the 
head of his wife. This is how God designed marriage. 
He has created us as male and female in such a 
way as to ensure that men will always be dominant 
in marriage. If the husband is godly, then that 
dominance will not be harsh; it will be characterized 
by the same self-sacrificial love demonstrated by 
our Lord – Dominus –  at the cross.  If the husband 
tries to run away from his headship, that abdication 
will dominate the home. If he catches a plane to 
the other side of the country, and stays there, he 
will dominate in and by his absence. How many 
children have grown up in a home dominated by 
the empty chair at the table? If the marriage is one 
in which the wife ‘wears the pants,’ the wimpiness 
of the husband is the most obvious thing about the 
marriage, creating a miserable marriage and home. 
“His abdication dominates.”

Reforming Marriage 
Pages 23-24

The Husband:The Husband:
An Inescapable Headship

by – Douglas J. Wilson

The HusbandThe Husband’s Responsibility Illustrateds Responsibility Illustrated
by – Douglas J. Wilson

When a couple comes for marriage counseling, 
my operating assumption is always that the man is 
completely responsible for all the problems. Some 
may be inclined to react to this, but it is important 
to note that responsibility is not the same as guilt. If 
the woman has been unfaithful to her husband, of 
course she bears the guilt of her adultery. But, at the 
same time, he is responsible for it.

To illustrate, suppose a young sailor disobeys his 
orders and runs a ship aground in the middle of 
the night. The captain and the navigator were both 

asleep and had nothing to do with his irresponsible 
actions. Who is finally responsible? The captain and 
the navigator are responsible for the incident. They 
are career officers, and their careers are ruined. 
The young sailor was getting out of the Navy in six 
months anyway. It may strike many as being unfair, 
but it is indisputably the way God made the world. 
The sailor is guilty; the captain is responsible.

Reforming Marriage    
Pages 32-33
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The Church an
Enemy of Christianity

by – Sir Robert Anderson

When the brazen serpent became a fetish in 
Israel, and the people burned incense to it, the 
good king Hezekiah contemptuously called it 
a piece of brass, and broke it in pieces. And 
since ‘the Church’ has become an idol and 
an enemy to Christianity, it becomes a duty 
to expose the falseness of its pretensions. 
The position accorded to it in the religion of 
Christendom is itself a mark of the apostasy …

The Buddha of Christendom
page 87

The Apostasy of 
the Church
by – Sir Robert Anderson

The same apostle who had exulted in the fact 
that “all they which dwelt in Asia heard the 
word of the Lord Jesus” [Acts 19:10], lived to 
pen the sad lament, “This thou knowest, that 
all they which are in Asia be turned away from 
me” [II Timothy 1:15]. And then, taking a still 
wider view of the condition of the Church, he 
indited the solemn forecast, “But evil men and 
seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, 
and being deceived” [II Timothy 3:13].

The Buddha of Christendom
page 37


