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GATHERING
DURING THE APOSTASY

“One of the most important facts to remember 
in connection with any attempt to form a 
meeting today is the condition that corporate 
Christianity had reached in the days of Paul. 
The second epistle to Timothy reveals a church 
in ruins, the foundation alone remaining and 
exposed to view. Consequently the discipline 
that was possible while the church was standing 
can no longer be put into operation. Instead 
of Timothy being instructed to exercise his 
disciplinary powers upon others, he is urged 
to exercise them upon himself. The foundation 
itself bears the seal:

“Let everyone that nameth the name of 
Christ depart from iniquity” (II Timothy 
2:19).

“The personal note is sounded in such 
statements as:

“‘If a man therefore purge himself from 
these’ [not purge others] (II Timothy 
3:5).

“Timothy is told to ‘shun’ profane and vain 
babblings, to ‘flee’ youthful lusts, to ‘follow’ 
righteousness, faith, love, peace with them 
that call on the name of the Lord out of a pure 
heart. Foolish and unlearned questions he is 

to avoid, knowing that they ‘gender strifes’ (II 
Timothy 2). These passages seem to indicate 
in a general way the mind of the Lord as to the 
meeting together of His people.

“In the early days we read many times of ‘the 
church in thy house’ (Romans 16:5; Colossians 
4:15) of one or another. We believe that the 
apostasy which is everywhere manifesting 
itself will compel the faithful once again to 
meet in this primitive way. When this does 
take place, the domestic qualifications of the 
bishop and deacon of I Timothy 3 will be better 
appreciated. It will be obviously impossible 
to meet in the house of a brother whose lack 
of control makes his children’s behaviour a 
scandal. Neither could the meeting be held in 
a home where there was lack of unity between 
husband and wife.”1

THE OUTSIDERS

All of this boils down to the fact that we are the 
church. We, as the saints of God, are His church 
– we are God’s called-out people. We’re the 
outsiders! This is who and what God has made us 

1. Charles Welch, The Berean Expositor, Vol. XII, No. 3, March 
1922.
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BSN #55 is the best yet! All I can say is “Right on!” 
– TX

Tremendous encouragement! I just read straight 
through BSN #55 in one setting. Fantastic! – MI

I just want you to know I appreciate your ministry and 
the BSN and look forward to each one. – IL

Always enjoy reading the BSN and checking out the 
verses. – CA

Thank you, and all those who help you, for putting 
together such a nice BSN! – VA

I always look forward to getting the BSN for its good 
teaching. Please keep it coming! – WI

If we are truly compelled by the unique doctrines 
delivered to our Apostle then we should be equally 
compelled to alter our practices in accordance with 
Pauline revelation. … Our practices together in 
community should fl ow right out of our identity as His 
church, His CALLED-OUT ones. Most believers know 
that we have been called out of the world system. But 
that is shy of the mark! We have been called out of the 
religious system! -- called out into union with our risen 
Head as members of one another. We are dead to 
religion and “religious services” (Colossians 2:20-23) 
and called into LIFE together -- His life. Few believers 
have ever really seen this and they should!

 Clyde, your ministry in these truths changed our 
course. Thank you! We really just want to know our 
Lord better -- to build up and be built up in Him. – IL

Got the latest BSN ... good stuff about Revivalism and 
“not many.” Defi nitely agree. … I sense a confl ict. It’s 
almost as if we’re being told “Yeah ... You’re Complete 
in Christ, now go to work!” I do understand that we 
are saved “unto good works” ... but does that mean 
we’re supposed to drop everything and go build a big 
church? That’s what everybody else is doing! I thought 
we WERE the church! – FL
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in Christ! We’re HIS outsiders!

The Hebrews were told:

“Wherefore Jesus also … suffered without 
the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto Him 
without the camp, bearing His reproach” 
(Hebrews 13:12-13).

In the dispensation of grace, Jesus Christ has gone 
even further “without.” Today Christ has hyper-
ascended “up far above all heavens” (Ephesians 
4:10). He now stands outside of His own creation! 
He stands there in exile, the only rightful ruler of 
heaven and earth, and we are seated together 
with Him there (Ephesians 2:6), as outsiders! He 
is despised and rejected by the heavens and the 
earth! If we live in identification with Him, we will 
participate in the “fellowship of His sufferings” 
(Philippians 3:10). 

If God has called us out, why do we want to stay in?

RELIGIOUS LUSTS

Paul tells Timothy to, “Flee also youthful lusts” 
(2:22a). What exactly was Paul calling Timothy 
to do, according to the context? He was to flee? 
From what was he to flee? Youthful lusts! What 
usually comes to mind when we think of this? 
Sexual lust often comes to mind – fornication, the 
raging hormones of a “teenager.” Yet could Paul 
actually be talking of lusts of another kind?

First we need to get a grip on this word “youthful” 
– it must be remembered that Timothy, at the 
time of the writing of this epistle, had been a 
companion and fellow servant with Paul for about 
fifteen years. Now, granted, Timothy was a young 
man when he set out with Paul, but after fifteen 
years he would hardly have been a “teenager.”

Are adultery and fornication, etc., the only 
“youthful” lusts? Or can we find these sexual lusts 
in the context? In fact, what is in the context that 
surrounds this admonition is RELIGION! Therefore, 
Paul was telling Timothy to flee the youthful lusts 
of religion!

How many young men, especially family men, 
have set their hearts to “attempt great things for 
God,” then while ensnared in the busy-ness of 
“serving God” according to their own passionate 
imaginations (i.e., lusts), they have neglected 
their primary responsibilities of being husbands 
and fathers. Multitudes of young men have been 
carried away with the biographies and examples 
of “great men of God,” and wittingly or not, have 
likewise been pulled into the religious system 
by the powerful gravity of acceptability, honor, 
prestige and respectability. Undoubtedly many 
of them have done so with a sincerity and love 
for the Lord; but the subtlety of the adversary has 
used these very passions to accomplish his own 
purposes.

Paul verifies that these “lusts” are religious lusts 
because he uses the word two more times in this 
epistle, and, just like this one, they are firmly 
planted in the context of religion. Let’s permit 
Paul to define his own words:

“Having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof: from such turn away. For 
of this sort are they which creep into houses, 
and lead captive silly women laden with sins, 
led away with divers lusts, ever learning, 
and never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth” (3:5-7).

“For the time will come when they will not 
endure sound doctrine; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, 
having itching ears; And they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned 
into fables” (4:3-5).

Notice that these lusts have to do with religious 
instruction – with “learning” and “teachers!” 
(We’ll talk more about this later.)

NOT ALONE

Paul did not intend for Timothy to live his life in 
Christ in seclusion. Rather, he was to “flee also 
youthful lusts; but follow righteousness, faith, 
charity, peace, with them that call upon the Lord 
out of a pure heart.” Timothy was to share his life 
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with others; but with whom? Those “that call upon 
the Lord out of a pure heart.” From what were 
their hearts to be pure? In the context, RELIGION!

Praise the Lord, when one comes out, to be and 
to stand as who he is in Christ – an outsider – 
he will usually find that others are already there. 
There they are – standing and living outside of 
the Babylonian religious system; and although 
there may not be many of them (remember that 
Paul’s was a “not many” ministry anyway! – I 
Corinthians 1:26), they can have sweet fellowship 
in Christ, and in Him alone! Even if this fellowship 
may have to be done by letter! That’s how Paul 
and Timothy were enjoying Christ together!

GENTLE INSTRUCTION

As Timothy stood outside of the religious system 
of his day, he would have opportunity to teach 
fellow-members of Christ’s body of the truths of 
Paul’s message. There clearly was a proper heart-
attitude (2:24-25) in which it was to be done. Even 
though there is conflict and persecution all around 
the believer in response to being outside the system, 
he himself must not have a contentious spirit. His 
instruction should not be with a spirit of strife, but 
in gentleness – and in patience and meekness.

SAINTS OPPOSING THEMSELVES

Saints who are still in the religious system, for 
whatever reason, are actually opposing themselves! 
The religious system (man-made “churches” and 
“ministries”) have robbed the believer of their 
identity in Christ! So, in any participation with 
this false system, they are actually found opposing 
who they are in Christ! They are in opposition to 
themselves. They are opposing themselves to the 
truth of God! In other words, these individuals 
stand in opposition to the truth of God with respect 
to who they are. 

Sadly, many dear and precious saints are in 
bondage to such self-opposition. We must tenderly 
and gently offer them instruction (2:25). Ultimately 
the only way for these prisoners of spiritual warfare 
to find deliverance is for them to repent (2:25) of 
their participation in organized religion! This can 

be done only by the “acknowledging of the truth” 
(2:25). 

REPENTANCE 
IN THE BODY OF CHRIST

II Timothy 2:24-26 is not a discussion of the lost, or 
our evangelization of them. It is a passage dealing 
with the Satanic captivity of the body of Christ.

The true church needs to come to Paul’s epistles 
and acknowledge the truth of who and what we 
are in Christ. We need to acknowledge that we 
are the church; that there is only one true body 
of Christ; and that the “churches” that we have 
built, attended, and supported are actually frauds. 
We need to acknowledge that they are satanic 
“snares” (2:26) that have taken us captive. We 
need to recognize that we have been too long in 
satanic captivity. We will be free in Christ!

Notice Paul says that the individual believer must 
recover himself (2:26). He cannot be recovered by 
another. He can be instructed, but he is responsible 
for his own acknowledgment and subsequent 
repentance!

IT WILL GET WORSE

Earlier Paul had reminded Timothy, “that all 
they which be in Asia be turned away from me” 
(1:15). He did not tell Timothy to be faithful and 
things would be restored. If you are looking for 
the restoration of “the early church” you will be 
continually frustrated and discouraged. All that 
faith can desire is that a remnant of “faithful men” 
will continue to come out and stand apart from the 
world’s religious system, and in completeness and 
simplicity BE who and what they are in Christ.

We know that this is the condition, because Paul 
goes on to tell us about the future of the body of 
Christ. He tells Timothy that the conditions that he 
sees in Asia will only get worse. Although “church 
history” gives constant testimony to this fact, 
we need not consult it to document the spiritual 
decline and Babylonian captivity of the body of 
Christ. One needs only to read II Timothy. “The 
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character of the last days is strongly marked here, 
and gives no hope for Christianity as a whole” 
(Darby).2

In II Timothy 3, Paul prophesied that the “last 
days” of the body of Christ would be “perilous 
times” (3:1), and “that evil men and seducers 
shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being 
deceived” (3:13). As we read :2-4, the correlation 
between Romans 1 and II Timothy 3 is remarkable. 
So much so, that one would almost ask Paul, “So, 
what’s new?” “Paul, there is nothing new here, 
what kind of prophecy is this?” The difference is 
this: Romans 1 is a history of the Gentiles, while 
II Timothy 3 is a history of “Christendom.” No 
wonder these passages match so closely, because 
the members of the body of Christ have joined the 
Gentile world course, and now instead of having 
the character of Christ manifested in their lives 
(i.e., “the mystery of godliness”), they have the 
character of the world and its religions (i.e., “the 
mystery of iniquity”)!

Paul uses the phrase “perilous times” to described 
the condition of “Christendom.” Interestingly, 
the word translated “perilous” is only used one 
other time. It is found in Matthew 8:28 where it is 
translated “fierce” and is used in connection with 
two men who were possessed with devils.

FORM OF GODLINESS

While :1-3 are true of their lives, they attempt to 
portray “a form of godliness” (:5). Those satanic 
ministers leading them are doing so as “ministers 
of righteousness” (II Corinthians 11:15). Now, we 
do not mean to imply that every teacher within 
the religious system is a satanic minister, for Paul 
tells us that there are some “vessels unto honour” 
there (2:20); but they are a part of this satanic 
“form” nonetheless.

The “form” of godliness is counterfeit godliness! 
Strong defines “form” (#3446) as “apperance.” 
The religious system puts on a good show! Yet 
they deny the power of godliness. The source of 
godliness is our identification in the death, burial, 

2. J.N. Darby, Synopsis of the Books of the Bible.

and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God …” 
(Romans 1:16).

“For the preaching of the cross … is the 
power of God” (I Corinthians 1:18).

“… crucified with Him …” (Romans 6:6).

“… buried with Him …” (Romans 6:4).

“… raised us up together …” (Ephesians 
2:6).

“… made us sit together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians 2:6).

“I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life that I now live in the flesh I live by the 
faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:21).

Now there’s the power of godliness!

“And what is the exceeding greatness of His 
power to usward who believe, according to 
the working of His mighty power, which He 
wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from 
the dead, and set Him at His own right hand 
in heavenly places” (Ephesians 1:19-20).

“… the power of His resurrection …” 
(Philippians 3:10).

TURN AWAY

Paul is very clear what Timothy’s response was to 
be concerning this religion: he was to “turn away” 
(II Timothy 3:5), just as they had “turned away” 
(1:15) from Paul. Some might have thought it 
best to stay inside among the religious form, with 
the hopes of recovering others: this is human 
reasoning, but the way of divine instruction is to 
“turn away.” This phrase “turn away” is Paul’s 
sixth such plea for members of Christ’s body to 
separate from this world’s religious system:
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• “Shun” (2:16)
• “Depart” (2:19)
• “Purge” (2:21)
• “Flee” (2:22)
• “Avoid” (2:23)
• “Turn Away” (3:5)

These are clear words. These are serious words. 
Each of us must turn to the Scripture and answer, 
by the CONTEXT of II Timothy, the following 
questions:

• What was the “iniquity” from which Timothy 
was to depart? 

• What was the “great house?”
• Who were “these” from which Timothy was to 

purge himself?
• From what youthful “lusts” was Timothy to flee?
• From what were their hearts to be “pure?”
• What “from such” was Timothy to “turn away?”

LED AWAY
FROM THE HOME

“For of this sort are they which creep into 
houses, and lead captive silly women laden 
with sins, led away with divers lusts” (II 
Timothy 3:6).

Note carefully that according to II Timothy 3:6, the 
religious system will lead believers “away.” From 
where will they be led away? “Houses!” This was 
the Pauline pattern of the gathering of the church. 
Paul, even unto the end, emphasized “the church 
in thy house.” It is also important to note the time 
frame of which Paul speaks. He was speaking of 
the “last days” of the body of Christ. Even then 
the scriptural place for the gathering of the church 
is still in “houses.”

Some would lead us to believe that the “primitive” 
church gathered in homes because that is all that 
they had or could do. They would have us believe 
that when the church became older it progressed 
past those “primitive” concepts. Yet Paul shows us 
that even unto the “last days,” the biblical pattern 
of the gathering of the saints is in the home! A 
spiritual warfare surrounds the abandonment of 
this domestic position.

Why do we say that this is spiritual warfare? 
Because in the context, saints are being “led 
captive” from “houses.” They are prisoners of war!

So Paul describes a wholesale abandonment of 
“the church in thy house” in the “last days,” the 
characteristic of which is that the saints are being 
led off to the religious system, where they are kept 
in bondage.

Interestingly, Paul specifically speaks of the women 
being led. This is because women are especially 
vulnerable to the subtle pull of the religious system. 
Ultimately this is not an indictment against the 
women so much as it is the men, for, where are 
the men in this verse?

If the women can be pulled from the home, it 
is because their husbands are not providing the 
spiritual leadership that is their responsibility! 
Does not all this sound familiar? It sounds like we 
have heard a similar account in Genesis chapter 
three. The serpent has come for the woman, and 
the man stands there in silence!

The adversary accomplishes this captive leading 
from the home through religious “lusts.” They 
are “led away with divers lusts.” We know that 
these lusts are “religious” because :6 does not end 
with a period, but with a comma, “… led away 
with divers lusts, ever learning and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” The lusts 
here are for knowledge. Does this sound familiar 
again? Satan came to Eve with the temptation of 
the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” 
With their husbands’ silent abdication of their 
God given responsibility, the women are drawn as 
“silly” (Paul’s word!) “groupies” to these organized 
knowledge-fests.

In fact, women are so strongly affected by these 
lusts, or passions, that they will become so 
emboldened as to disregard the plain teachings of 
Paul (I Corinthians 14:34-35; I Timothy 2:11-15), 
and begin taking leadership roles, even teaching 
the Scriptures in these systems themselves! 

Now, all of this is done under the guise of 
“godliness” (II Timothy 3:5); but this is only a 
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form, an appearance, and things are not always 
as they appear. That is why those coming into the 
“houses” to lead the silly women out captive are 
said to be creepers. “For of this sort are they which 
creep into houses …”

The woman is the first line of the satanic attack 
to lead the church captive out of the home into 
the religious system. Therefore, from the satanic 
viewpoint, the woman is at the heart of the religious 
system – and her husband, with ring-in-nose, 
submissively follows suit! Remember the account 
of Genesis? “… And gave also unto her husband 
with her, and he did eat” (Genesis 3:6b). 

The whole system is designed to be an attack upon 
the God-given role of the head of the home, even 
when male leadership is present. One brother has 
well stated, “I am the head of my household in the 
parking lot and a child when I walk through the 
‘church’ doors.”

We are reminded that “Babylon” is called “she” 
in Revelation 18. It is a feminine system. Remove 
the woman’s presence, work and influence from 
the system, and it will die.

Perhaps for years, many of us would read :6 and 
scratch our heads, “What in the world is Paul talking 
about?” Yet how wonderful context is, for with 
context comes the floodlight of understanding!

Now, once again, the indictment in :six is not 
so much against “silly women,” as it is against 
their rebellious heads! It is time for us husbands 
to stop abdicating the divine responsibility that is 
ours. It is time to stop taking our families off to 
be trained by the worldly religious system. This 
is our responsibility, and it is one that cannot be 
delegated to others. Let’s repent of our failure to 
be the spiritual leaders of our homes. With Bible 
in hand, let’s bring our families out of Babylon, 
and back home, leading our wives and children in 
the Lord’s nurture and admonition.

EVER LEARNING

The religious system sure is impressive. They have 
a “form [appearance] of godliness,” but even 

though they are “ever learning,” they are “never 
able to come to the knowledge of the truth” (II 
Timothy 3:7).

Just think of all this “ever learning” that goes on 
within the system, there seems to be an endless 
supply: Sunday Schools; Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools; Sunday morning sermons; Sunday 
night sermons; Wednesday night Bible studies; 
Children’s churches; Awanas; daily devotionals; 
reading through the Bible in a year; summer Bible 
camps; revivals; Bible conferences; seminars; 
training programs; retreats; Christian schools; 
Bible colleges; Bible Institutes; Bible Seminaries; 
new member classes; ad infinitum. 

What is the end result for someone in the system, 
after a lifetime of all this teaching? They still do 
not even know who their apostle is. They could 
not carry on a meaningful conversation about 
justification or imputation. As a rule, they still 
know little more than the Sunday School Bible 
stories. Something is seriously wrong, and what 
most don’t realize is that it is wrong by design!

AN IMITATION

In :8-9, Paul illustrates what we’re getting at, 
from the life of Moses. Jannes and Jambres 
withstood Moses. Moses, as you know, was 
God’s divinely appointed messenger to Israel. 
Jannes and Jambres were an imitation of the real 
thing, even to the point of delusion. So it is with 
Christendom: it withstands Paul, God’s divinely 
appointed messenger for the body of Christ. It too 
is an imitation of the real thing. The real thing is 
the church, the body of Christ. Yet Christendom 
presents its own versions of “church” to the point 
of delusion.

God had confrontation with Egypt. On one side 
was Moses and the testimony of God: on the 
other side was Pharaoh with his “wise men,” 
“sorcerers,” and “magicians.” Pharaoh’s ministers 
“did in like manner” as Moses, through the means 
of their “enchantments.” They were crafty and 
persuasive imitators.

God has not called us to join the imitation. God 
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has not called us to imitate the religious system 
– they are the imitators! They have the “form” of 
godliness, but without the power. We have and 
are the real thing – the mystery of godliness! Don’t 
join the imitators! Be real!

A PERSECUTION

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution” (II Timothy 
3:12).

Paul once again reminds Timothy that things will 
not be getting any easier. Timothy does not have 
an easy road ahead. Paul assures Timothy of the 
results of anyone who determines to live in the 
fullness of who they are in Christ – “godly.” This 
“godly” (:12) stands in contrast with the religious 
system’s “form of godliness” (:5). 

The issue with Paul is not the appearance (i.e., 
form) of godliness – the Pharisees had that! This 
godly appearance is an essential part of the religious 
system! Yet what Paul presents to Timothy is LIFE!

“… all that will live godly in Christ Jesus 
…”

This godliness springs forth from LIFE! Just where 
is this life? Those who “will live godly” will do so 
“in Christ Jesus.” Godliness is being presented 
here as the life of Christ Jesus in the members of 
His body – the mystery of godliness!

LIVE in CHRIST JESUS! That is godliness! 

We are called to live. We are called to be – to be 
who and what we are IN CHRIST. We are called 
to just LIVE in Christ Jesus! We are called to live 
in our COMPLETENESS in Him. We are called 
simply to enjoy HIM as our LIFE!

This word “godly” is unique. There are only 
two occurrences of this particular Greek adverb 
in Scripture. Interestingly enough, they are both 
from the pen of Paul. The other passage is in Titus 
(possibly Paul’s second to last epistle – II Timothy 
being his last).

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation 
hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, 
in this present world” (Titus 2:11-12).

Paul teaches us here that grace is our instructor. 
Grace is the divinely appointed teacher in 
this dispensation. No other teacher is certified 
(Galatians 1:11-12)! 

Notice that there are two parts to the curriculum:

“… teaching us that, denying … we should 
live …”

Denying: The first part of grace’s teaching is 
that of denying. This is indeed the first part of the 
truth of our identification in Christ! The meaning 
of “deny” is “to disavow, to renounce.” We learn 
from grace of our position in Christ Jesus, and 
then we come to a place of agreement (i.e., 
acknowledgment) with God as to exactly who we 
are. “That’s just not me,” “That’s not who I am,” is 
what we say concerning our former identification. 
Every believer will either deny who he was in 
Adam, or who he is in Christ!

Live: Paul says, “we should live.” This is the 
second part of the truth of our identification in 
Christ! We are “alive unto God” (Romans 6:11; 
Galatians 2:20). God the Father desires to manifest 
(II Corinthians 4:10-11) and magnify (Philippians 
1:20) Christ in the members of the church, which 
is His body.

Again, Paul’s emphasis is upon us living. Grace 
teaches us to LIVE! To be who and what we are in 
Christ! To live godly!

It is important to note that according to the context 
of II Timothy this godly life is one that is lived 
outside of the religious system. What is the result 
of such an outsider’s life? 

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ 
Jesus shall suffer persecution” (II Timothy 
3:12).
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Persecution can take many forms, but be assured 
of this one thing (Paul is very clear about this):

“ALL WHO WILL LIVE GODLY IN 
CHRIST JESUS SHALL SUFFER 
PERSECUTION.”

From where will this persecution come? The same 
place from which it has always come: RELIGION!

It is the religious system that has always been 
the source of persecution. Don’t ever forget that. 
Religion took Jesus to Calvary, religion stoned 
Stephen, and religion now had Paul in a Roman 
prison. History is filled with religion’s holy wars 
and crusades.

Deny the worldly system of religion, and live 
godly in Christ Jesus! It’s our calling!

NO NEED TO LOOK
ANYWHERE ELSE

In II Timothy 3:14-17 Paul points Timothy to the 
Scriptures. This is exactly where he had directed 
the Ephesian elders as he departed from Asia.

“And now, brethren, I commend you to God, 
and the word of his grace, which is able to 
build you up …” (Acts 20:32).

Thus we see the all-sufficiency of Scripture. It was 
all that the elders needed, although they did not 
avail themselves of it. Paul said that it was able!

Paul also wrote the Ephesians a letter, after his 
departure from them, emphasizing the place that 
the Scriptures had in spiritual warfare. “Take … 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God” 
(Ephesians 6:17). It’s the Spirit’s sword: Let Him 
wield it!

Paul had told Timothy earlier that the Word of God 
was sufficient for the most constraining situations. 
“Wherein I suffer trouble, as an evil doer, even 
unto bonds; but the Word of God is not bound” (II 
Timothy 2:9).

THE SOURCE OF PROFIT

In the dark situation in which Timothy found 
himself, what an encouragement the reminder of 
these things must have been to him. With only 
the foundation remaining (II Timothy 2:19) one 
could easily give up hope. “What’s the use?” “The 
battle’s just not worth it!” Yet Paul points Timothy 
to the place of eternal profit: “all Scripture … 
is profitable” (II Timothy 3:16). For what was it 
profitable?

Doctrine: “instruction” (Strong’s #1319), it 
is also translated as “learning” and 
“teaching.”

Reproof:  “proof, conviction” (Strong’s 
#1650), it is also translated as 
“evidence” and “tell” (take special 
note of “tell” in Matthew 18:15). 
The idea here is to “bring an issue 
home.”

Correction: “straightening up again” (Strong’s 
#1882).

Instruction: “tutorage or training; by implication 
disciplinary correction,” it is 
also translated as “chastening,” 
“chastisement” and “nurture.”

ADULT SONSHIP

Note carefully Paul’s use of the phrase “the man 
of God” in :17. He did not say “the child of God,” 
but “the man of God.” This term is not a clerical 
term. Paul is NOT talking about clergymen. The 
word “man” here stands in contrast with the word 
“child.”

A transition has taken place! Members of Christ’s 
body now had been placed into full adult 
sonship. They were no longer children, but now 
had the position of full grown sons. This is the 
glorious doctrine of adoption. This means that 
the temporary gifts given to the body of Christ, 
were now being laid aside. Apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, pastors and teachers, were only 
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temporary – “till” (Ephesians 4:13). One of the 
characteristics of this “till” time was “that we 
henceforth be no more children.”

THE SOURCE OF ALL MINISTRY

Members of Christ’s body were able, by the 
word of God, to be “throughly furnished” to 
“all good works.” Everything that needed to be 
accomplished would now be done through the 
Word of God. “Throughly furnished” means “to 
finish out, to equip fully” (Strong’s #1822). The 
Word of God is all the equipment that the body of 
Christ needs.

Our brother Duane Gallentine has some wonderful 
observations concerning this truth, in his article 
He Gave Gifts Unto Men:

“After the full deposit of grace truth was 
given to Paul, that particular revelation 
called THE MYSTERY, God finalizes the 
edification process through Scripture. Those 
men who were once the ‘gifts unto men’ were 
diminishing. II Timothy 3:16-17 reveals that 
the … ministry of the gifted men had been 
replaced with Scriptures that do the very same 
thing, God replacing their … ministry … with 
His Word of Truth found in a Book … God’s 
full complete Word in the Bible.

“With the Epistle of Second Timothy being 
the last book in the Bible to be written while 
Paul was near his execution, God had used 
His internal ‘gift system’ to copy, collect, and 
collate all which is Scripture. The Body of 
Christ, the church of the living God, was the 
pillar and the ground of the truth (I Timothy 
3:15). God’s design was to have all Scripture 
resident within the Body of Christ before 
Paul died with his Second Epistle to Timothy 
concluding the deposit of Truth. We have 
sixty-six books of Scripture found in a one 
volume book. These are the Writings that God 
breathed, called Scripture (II Timothy 3:16-
17; Romans 16:25-26; I Corinthians 14:37; 
Colossians 4:16).

“Since the death of Paul the Apostle, God’s 

edifying process for giving doctrine, reproof, 
correction and instruction in righteousness to 
the saints has been through the Bible; NOT a 
man in a ministry, for that is not the means as 
stated in II Timothy 3:16. Through the Word of 
Truth found in a BOOK studied ‘rightly divided’ 
we grow up IN CHRIST and become workmen 
of God (Ephesians 4:15; II Timothy 2:15).”3

THE SCRIPTURES ALONE

“Continue thou in the things that thou hast 
learned …” (3:14).

“… Thou hast know the holy scriptures …” 
(3:15).

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable …” (3:16).

“Preach the word …” (4:2).

“Not one word does Paul say of a successor to 
his apostleship or of the authority of a church, 
body of churches, council, or creed. The 
Scriptures, and they alone, are authoritative.” 
(Scofield)4

THEY WILL NOT ENDURE
SOUND DOCTRINE

Paul once again tells Timothy that things are 
only going to get worse. Those who once held 
and embraced Paul’s special revelation would no 
longer endure it being taught. It is not that they 
would not endure teaching: they just would not 
endure sound teaching. They would only go so far!

Paul was not guessing here. This was the foretelling 
of the future of the body of Christ. Notice how 
clearly he states this, “For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine.” This is a 
part of Paul’s continuing prophecy of the future 
condition of the church, which is His body, and it 
would find fulfillment in Timothy’s lifetime.

3. Duane Gallentine, He Gave Gifts Unto Men, 1992.
4. C.I. Scofi eld, The Scofi eld Bible Correspondence Course, 

(Moody Bible Institute, 1960) Volume IV, Epistles and Rev-
elation, page 870.
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A HEAP PILE OF TEACHERS

To satisfy their appetites for unsound doctrine they 
“after their own lusts shall heap to themselves 
teachers, having itching ears.”

“[They] shall invite teachers en masse. In 
periods of unsettled faith … teachers of 
all kinds swarm like the flies of Egypt. The 
demand creates the supply. The hearers invite 
and shape their own preachers. If the people 
desire a calf to worship, a ministerial calf-
maker is readily found” (Vincent).5

So it is in our day. Could there have ever been 
a greater heap pile of teachers than today? 
Christendom is buried under such a heap, and 
the body of Christ with it! We have a saturation 
of such teaching – teaching that does not suit 
this dispensation of grace. It is everywhere. 
Endless religious radio and television broadcasts 
fill the air waves 24 hours a day. We have an 
incomprehensible heap pile of teaching through: 
books, booklets, pamphlets, tracts, study guides, 
magazines, journals, audio cassettes, video tapes, 
creeds, confessions, articles of faith, doctrinal 
statements, “churches,” “fellowships,” “ministries,” 
centers, schools, colleges, Bible institutes, 
seminaries, Sunday schools, and now through the 
world wide web. Has the body of Christ ever had 
such a heap pile of unsound teaching? – teaching 
that has abandoned Paul’s distinct revelation to 
the body of Christ? We are drowning in it! There 
is every color, size, flavor, and style of teaching to 
suit anyone’s fancy (“itching ears”).

TURN AWAY THEIR EARS
FROM THE TRUTH

Paul knew and foretold of the time when the 
body of Christ (as a whole) would abandon the 
truth. They would “turn away” just as all those 
in Asia had done (II Timothy 1:15). The Asian 
ministry was the foretaste and model of the 
future! They would endure any and all teaching, 
except the truth!

5. Martin R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, Vol-
ume IV, pages 320-321.

TURNED UNTO FABLES

The result of all this is that the body of Christ 
lives in fantasy and superstition. We have been 
“turned unto fables.” This is the sad commentary 
of modern-day Christendom! We have lost our 
scriptural bearing from the flood of unsound 
teaching.

Paul calls us out of all of this apostasy. He calls 
us to simply stand fast in the liberty (Galatians 
5:1), grace (Romans 5:2), and simplicity that is in 
Christ! (II Corinthians 11:3) – “and having done 
all, to stand!” (Ephesians 6:13).

Why not abandon the heap pile and stand outside 
with Christ?

DO THE WORK
OF AN EVANGELIST

Scofield reminds us of a truth that may easily be 
overlooked. When, by-and-large, members of the 
body of Christ are in apostasy and will no longer 
endure sound doctrine, “the servant of the Lord 
must turn to the unsaved, and ‘do the work of an 
evangelist’ (4:2-5).”6

A LONELY STAND

Timothy and Paul had lonely stands. Timothy was 
in Asia where all had turned away from Paul (II 
Timothy 1:15). Paul was in Rome where “only 
Luke” (II Timothy 4:11) was with him.

Demas (as well as Crescens and Titus, it would 
appear) forsook Paul, “having loved this present 
world” (II Timothy 4:10). Does this mean that 
they forsook Paul for what is often viewed as 
“worldliness?” Or did they forsake Paul for the 
religious world? The context of the entire book of 
II Timothy would seem to indicate that this was 
the abandonment of Paul for the present religious 
system of this world. Theirs was a wholesale 
abandonment for this world’s religious course.

6. C.I. Scofi eld, The Scofi eld Bible Correspondence Course, 
Moody Bible Institute, 1960; Volume IV, page 870.



The Only ChurchThe Only Church
“There is One Body” (Ephesians 4:4).

“This is, of course, ‘the body, the church’ 
(Colossians 1:18); it is ‘the church which is His 
body’ (Ephesians 1:22, 23). This church is not an 
organization that men can join; it is an organism 
to which God adds all believers. …

“The Church which is the Body of Christ is the 
only church that God is building today. … The 
body of Christ is made up of all Christians, but 

only Christians. The Lord adds believers to His 
church and seals them in that body (Ephesians 
4:3), It is a living organism that He is building.

“Are you keeping the unity of the Spirit by 
being identified only as a member of His ‘one 
body’?” 

by – R.B. Shiflet
The Unity of the Spirit, page 3

The Only True Church TodayThe Only True Church Today
According to I Corinthians 3:10, Paul is the 
“wise master builder” of today’s church, 
the mystery church, which is Christ’s Body 
(Ephesians 1:22, 23; Colossians 1:18, 24). 
Jesus Christ is the Head and the Foundation, of 
course, and it is made up of Jews and Gentiles 

on an equal basis. Paul was the first member 
(I Timothy 1:16). Any and all other churches 
are false.

by – Johny Varghese
“My Journey”

THE FAITHFUL FIVE

Five men are specifically listed by name who had 
remained faithful. You could count them on one 
hand. There was of course Paul, and Luke who 
was with him (II Timothy 4:11). Then there was 
Timothy, and Mark who was with him (II Timothy 
4:11); and there is Tychicus (II Timothy 4:12). 

The situation was so bleak that when Paul first 
appeared on trial before the authorities not a 
single soul stood with him. He stood on trial all 
alone. “At my first answer no man stood with me, 
but all men forsook me: I pray God that it may not 
be laid to their charge” (II Timothy 4:16).

NOT SO LONELY AFTER ALL

That is only part of the story! The fact is, Paul did 
have someone who stood with him while he was 
on trial – THE LORD!

“Notwithstanding the Lord stood with 
me, and strengthened me; that by me the 
preaching might be fully known, and that all 
the Gentiles might hear: and I was delivered 
out of the mouth of the lion” (II Timothy 
4:17).

If we look to men we will surely be disappointed; 
but if we keep our eyes on the Lord, we will always 
find strength. He is the one who bears the name 
“FAITHFUL AND TRUE!”

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his might” (Ephesians 
6:10).


