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ORGANIZED RELIGION:
THE NATURAL ENEMY OF THE CHURCH

The religious system – an organization – is the 
natural enemy of the church, an organic being.

Since the dissenters, major denominations 
have pretty well stopped being born. In the 
place of the birth of new denominations, there 
has more recently arisen the “non-profit, non-
denominational religious organization.” Now 
these folks come right out and say it: “We are an 
organization!” And they are, too!

In the 1700’s and the 1800’s when a strong, 
religious man wanted to do something, he probably 
went out and started a new denomination. That 
is passé now (besides, today just about all the 
theological disputes have already been chewed 
over). Today, such a man gets a tax-exempt 
status and founds a religious organization. 
Instead of pastor, churches, and denominational 
headquarters, there are “staff,” “centers,” and … 
ah-hum … just “headquarters.” Essentially, at 
least in structure, there is little difference in the 
flow chart of a denomination and the flow chart 
of a non-profit religious organization.

I have often visited the headquarters of the 
world’s largest such organization. They boast of 
their organizational efficiency. I was once told 
(I do not know if the story is true, but the point 
is nonetheless obvious) that a graduate student 

of the Harvard School of Business studied their 
organization carefully and concluded that it was 
as well-organized and as efficient as General 
Motors!

Yes, all religious organizations and all 
denominations are virtually the same in structure: 
the structure of Nimrod, Darius, Alexander 
the Great, Julius Caesar, Constantine, King 
George, Washington, Jefferson, Napoleon, 
Hitler, Churchill, and Henry Ford. My dear 
brother, denominations and tax exempt religious 
movements are all organizations. That is all they 
are … no more. Religious organizations. …

I do not know, dear reader, how you feel after 
reading all this [96 pages at this point]. Personally, 
I burn to be through with such practices and from 
such distant meanderings from the Lord’s intent. 
Church history is perhaps the most tragic story of 
tongue or pen … as we think of what might have 
been if Christian men would have never adopted, 
or would now abandon, organizational structure. 
And that point underscores our mission. We will 
catch it from the religious institutions -- if the 
future can be judged by the past -- for not being 
organized. …
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What Others Are Saying
About The “Church” Series

“What a thrill to know that I’m not crazy after 
all!! Issue #53 was the best ever. Just when I 
thought they couldn’t get any better, they did!” 
– OH

“Was impressed with the latest BSN and would 
like to send it to others …” – FL

“I have come face to face with it [the ‘church’] 
being a hindrance to the spiritual growth of my 
own family as I have always put the ‘church’ 
first. I have since resigned my position in the 
‘church’ and there have been positive changes 
in my family. I would like to thank you for the 
hours and hours of study you put in to teaching 
those like myself who still have so much to 
learn …”– IL

“This stuff is so much where we’re at … PRAISE 
THE LORD!!” – NC

“I wonder how many believers realize this 
wonderful truth, that there is just one church 
which houses God, and that everything else 
is in competition with it. Wonderful thought!” 
– MI

“You have been sending me some really great 
things that minister super abundant grace to 
my soul. I am so thankful for them. How sad 
that the rest of the world chooses not to have 
such spiritual beauty imparted to them!” – HI

“I have been carefully going through the study 
on the Church … Much of what you have said 
I have found, but needed to see it in writing 
… I thank God for you and your steadfast 
adherence to the truth, and are a very great 
help to those of us who are in the thick of it. 
Keep on keeping on; we need your leadership 
and encouragement as the battle continues.” 
– FL

“We appreciate the BSN contents, issue by 
issue, finding the material useful in ministering 
to our family and extended family … As you, we 
have come to the position that this [the home] 

(continued on page 652)
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Few things demand restoring more than the 
simple matter of Christians gathering as the Body 
of Christ, outside of predictable organizational 
pattern. Our course is clear. We will not be a part 
of institutionalization. …

Christendom has, by and large, for the last 1700 
years, been part of the world system and it has 
been structured like all the secular institutions of 
the earth. Yet, there have always been Christians 
in every age who would not conform to this 
tradition. Peacefully, quietly, unobtrusively, 
uncritically, without pride or boast, I take my 
stand with that testimony. With malice toward 
none and with charity toward all, we have stepped 
outside the traditional church to stand with the 
organic expression of the Body of Christ. … We 
should stay out of the religious system. Not help 
it, not feed it, not encourage it – yet not fight it, 
either. Just ignore it. … – Gene Edwards, Climb 
the Highest Mountain

THE APOSTASY OF CHRISTENDOM

For many centuries the hireling shepherds of the 
religious world have fed their followers upon a 
steady diet of something called Christianity, but 
which, when it is analyzed bears little relationship 
to the blessed Son of God. What we see on every 
hand is only the apostasy of Christendom, the 
popular religion of the western world, centering 
in institutions called the church. In order to give 
it importance, its leaders and teachers have not 
hesitated to give it a place of essentiality along 
with the Lord Jesus and a place of supremacy 
over the Word of God.

However, it is my conviction that if the Lord 
Jesus were to appear upon the earth, He would 
disown and denounce the professing church 
and enter into fellowship with those individual 
believers who gave Him and Him alone the place 
of preeminence and all-sufficiency. The majority 
give Christ NO place, the professing church give 
Him A place, a very few give Him THE place of 
preeminence and all-sufficiency. I take my place 
and cast my lot with the few. – Otis Q. Sellers, 
The Word of Truth, Vol. 8, No. 2, 1945

CORROBORATING TESTIMONY

I have not yet been able to stereotype my 
theological views, and have ceased to expect 
ever to do so. The idea is preposterous. None 
but an omniscient mind can continue to 
maintain a precise identity of view and opinions. 
Finite minds, unless they are asleep or stultified 
by prejudice, must advance in knowledge. The 
discovery of new truth will modify old views and 
opinions, and there is perhaps no end to this 
process with finite minds.

True Christian consistency does not consist 
in stereotyping our opinions and views, and 
in refusing to make any improvement lest we 
should be guilty of change, but it consists in 
holding our minds open to receive the rays of 
truth from every quarter and in changing our 
views, language, and practice as often and as 
fast as we can obtain further information. I call 
this Christian consistency. …

It must follow, that Christian consistency implies 
continued investigation and change of views 
and practice corresponding with increasing 
knowledge. No Christian, therefore, and no 
theologian should be afraid to change his views, 
his language, or his practices in conformity 
with increasing light. The prevalence of such 
a fear would keep the world, at best, at a 
perpetual standstill, on all subjects of science, 
and consequently all improvements would be 
precluded.

Every uninspired attempt to frame for the church 
an authoritative standard of opinion which shall 
be regarded as an unquestionable exposition 
of the Word of God is a tacit assumption of the 
fundamental dogma of Papacy. …

I hold myself sacredly bound, not to defend these 
positions at all events, but on the contrary, to 
subject every one of them to the most thorough 
discussion, and to hold and treat them as I would 
the opinions of anyone else; that is, if upon 
further discussion and investigation I see no 
cause to change, I shall amend or wholly reject 
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it, as a further light shall demand. Should I refuse 
or fail to do this, I should need to blush for my 
folly and inconsistency, for I say again, that true 
Christian consistency in theory and in practice 
are demanded by increasing light. – Charles G. 
Finney, Reprinted in The Word of Truth, Vol. 8, 
No. 1, 1945

THE PRESENT CONDITION

Instead of a heavenly people, waiting for God’s 
Son, we see a worldly company seeking to make 
a name upon the earth; instead of “one Body,” 
many divisions; instead of the realized power 
of the Holy Ghost … we see human expedients 
and organizations. Instead of separation from 
the world, we see the Church at home in the 
world, and linked with it. Will not every lover 
of Christ admit with tears that we have not 
made too dark a picture? Ill does it becomes us 
to make accusation against others; rather let us 
own together our common sin and shame, and 
bow under the mighty hand of God. …

But what is the remedy? Can we restore the fallen 
Church? … Alas, no! We are in the “last days,” 
the “perilous times.” … But are we to sit still and 
go on with worldliness and disobedience to the 
word of God? Let Scripture answer:

“Nevertheless the foundation of God 
standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord 
knoweth them that are His. And, Let every 
one that nameth the name of Christ depart 
from iniquity. But in a great house there 
are not only vessels of gold and of silver, 
but also of wood and of earth; and some 
to honor, and some to dishonor. If a man 
therefore purge himself from these, he shall 
be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and 
meet for the master’s use, and prepared 
unto every good work” (II Timothy 2:19-
21).

Christ is the same; His word the same; His grace 
the same. He is outside this world and worldly 
systems of religion – however much He may 
own and bless individual faithfulness.

“Let us go forth therefore unto Him 
without the camp, bearing His reproach” 
(Hebrews 13:13).

Shall we, or shall we not, seek to act upon the 
principles of the Church of God? Who dares 
refuse? Who are we to let expediency decide? 
– Samuel Ridout, The Church and its Order 
According to Scripture, Loizeaux Brothers, 1915

TRUE WORSHIP

“And hath raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
… Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing and 
making melody in your hearts to the Lord” 
(Ephesians 2:6; 5:19).

When people talk of worshiping in some building 
on earth, and think of a ritualistic service as 
worship, and talk of worshiping God in music, 
it simply shows that they do not understand … 
The worship that is acceptable to God is the 
music that rises up to Him as His Spirit touches 
the heart-strings of His redeemed people and we 
bow before Him, the Holiest of All, singing and 
making melody in our hearts to the Lord. … In 
every moment of a believer’s life, he is sitting in 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus. The place of our 
abiding is … in the immediate presence of God 
with nothing between. – H.A. Ironside, Charge 
That To My Account, 1931, p. 113

CHRISTIANITY’S
GROSS CONFORMITY

Every society in the world, including Israel, 
had its specialized holy seasons, holy places, 
and holy people. In Christianity, all three were 
abolished. … They had no holy buildings, 
but met in private houses – the incarnation of 
God had made the secular sacred. As for holy 
people, why, all believers were called to be that 
holy people … There is no priestly body within 
Christianity. It is a one-class society – though 
you would never guess as much, so grossly has 
conformity to pagan and Old-Testament models 



645Issue 58 BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963

distorted this unique facet of Christ’s community. 
– E.M.B. Green, Mission and Ministry

A CONSPIRACY AGAINST CHRIST

The union of a sect within itself is a pitiful charity; 
it’s no concord of Christians, but a conspiracy 
against Christ; and they that love one another 
for their opinionative concurrence, love for their 
own sakes, not their Lord’s. – Joseph Glanvill, 
(1636-1680)

WHICH WORLD?

William Kelly was an outstanding student of the 
Bible whose scholarship and spirituality made 
him a real power for God in Great Britain at 
the close of the last century. Kelly came to the 
attention of some of the professors at Trinity 
College in Dublin. They urged him to take up 
work at the college and thus distinguish himself.

When Kelly showed a complete lack of 
enthusiasm, they were bewildered. One of them 
asked in exasperation, “But Mr. Kelly, aren’t you 
interested in making a name for yourself in the 
world?” To which Kelly replied, “Which world, 
gentlemen?” [Unknown]

CONFESSIONS OF A
PROFESSIONAL “CHURCHMAN”

We had everything you’re supposed to have to 
be a vital, evangelical, Bible-believing church. 
Sunday school (two of them). Worship service 
(again, two). Sunday evening service. Prayer 
group (?). Youth groups. Choir (five!). Pastors 
(two of them – good ones). Sunday bulletin. 
Midweek reminder. Bible-centered Sunday 
school literature. We had it all! …

By all the usual standards that are applied to 
determine church success – we were a success!

But success was mingled with the bitter taste of 
disappointment … we saw ourselves as we really 
were …

There were things that bothered me deeply about 
the established churches – not only those of my 
own denomination, but evangelical churches 
in general. And the better I came to know the 
church and the longer I worked with it, the more 
bothered I became …

Spirituality was being equated with rules and 
man-made standards. A woman’s spirituality 
was judged by the length of her skirts or how 
much make-up she did or didn’t wear. A man 
was “spiritual” if he didn’t smoke, didn’t drink, 
didn’t play cards or shoot pool, didn’t say “darn,” 
paid his tithe, was endlessly busy on church 
committees … He could indulge in all sorts of 
sins of attitude and desire, and as long as he 
refused to “taste, touch or handle” the specified 
“no-no’s,” he could hob-nob with the spiritually 
elite in the church …

I hated these things about the church … – Robert 
Girard, Brethren, Hang Loose

RELIGIOUS FRANCHISES

Today a local church will associate with a large 
ministry or its denominational headquarters and 
serve as a franchise representative of that well-
known product line. The local church receives 
its name, its logo, and its organizational security 
by attaching itself to a nationally known “chain.” 
Pastors become CEO’s of these locally run 
outposts that hire assistant managers to perform 
in specific areas: visitation, music, youth, office 
administration, etc. The pastor, along with his 
assistants, help to recruit and train a volunteer 
staff to perform programmed tasks. This results in 
more business and recruitment of new customers 
who support more build ings at better locations. 
We call this church growth. We call this success. 
But what does God call it?

We do things God never told us to do. God never 
told us to form ourselves like the nations of the 
world. He never said to develop systems that 
divide truth into separate camps by naming and 
numbering the people. We made our denomi-
nations so we could appear like all the other 
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nations. … The Church is more than a franchise 
on the street corner; it is more than a preacher’s 
union. The Church is to be the representative of 
… truth in the earth.

Those who know that denominations are not the 
answer form “fellowships” and call themselves 
“non-denominational,” or “independent.” 
By calling themselves these names, they feel 
covered enough to commit the same practices, 
sometimes with even more corruption than the 
very system that they left. Shakespeare wrote, 
“A rose by any other name still smells as sweet.” 
A system that follows worldly principles of power 
and relationship is still of the world, regardless of 
official position or title. – Mark Hanby, You Have 
Not Many Fathers

THOUGHTS OF A MISSIONARY

After the long ocean voyage, the young 
missionary fought his “sea legs” as he walked 
down the pier into a land far from home. The 
years of preparation, language study, and 
carrying the burden of prayer have finally found 
him at the shore of his dreams. Full of passion 
for the lost and dying of this continent, the 
missionary yearned to share the love of Jesus 
with those who never heard His name. What 
the young man discovered was that the religion 
of the American Church reached these people 
before the gospel … ever arrived.

The ministries that preceded his arrival served 
as beachhead operations for a denominational 
system or doctrinal stand instead of being heralds 
of God’s Christ. As he passed building after 
building, the young minister noticed that each 
representative of the small Christian community 
here gathered under its own name: Anglican, 
Assembly of God, Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Methodist, Church of Christ, Church of God, 
Independent, Fundamental, Apostolic, Primitive 
… He wondered if each of these names served 
as a label of identity or simply marked the spot 
where these groups stopped in the progression 
of God’s revelation.

“Is this what God is doing? Is this how Christ 
builds His church? Or have we gone far astray 
of our purpose and design, becoming the very 
world we are trying to turn toward Jesus? Where 
have we gone wrong and how can we return to 
a simplicity in Christ?” These and other thoughts 
ran through the missionary’s mind, but in the 
busyness of his day with so many things to do 
for God, he let those questions rest. Such issues 
as these distract a person from programs and 
parades, from meetings and money-counting, 
from form and function. Yet, late that night, after 
settling in for a lengthy stay, the young man 
hungered in his heart for reality in God. – Mark 
Hanby, You Have Not Many Fathers

FREEDOM FROM JUDAISM

Judaism, in the Old Testament, was characterized 
by: (1) sacrifices, (2) laws and regulations, (3) 
a special priesthood, and (4) buildings, i.e., the 
Tabernacle in the wilderness, and, later, the 
Temple in Jerusalem. Jesus came to set God’s 
people free from all four! – Nate Krupp, God’s 
Simple Plan For His Church – And Your Place In It

MEN CRAVE RELIGION

According to the Divine revelation of Judaism, 
the way of life was obedience to ordinances: 
according to the Divine revelation of grace in 
Christianity, it is faith in Christ …

But this is mere Christianity, what men crave 
for is a religion. For their “affairs” they have a 
lawyer; for their bodies, a doctor; and for their 
souls they want a priest. – Sir Robert Anderson, 
The Buddha of Christendom, p. 65

“THE CHURCH” AN ENEMY
OF CHRISTIANITY

When the brazen serpent became a fetish in 
Israel, and the people burned incense to it, the 
good king Hezekiah contemptuously called it a 
piece of brass, and broke it in pieces. And since 
“the Church” has become an idol and an enemy 
to Christianity, it becomes a duty to expose the 
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falseness of its pretensions. The position accorded 
to it in the religion of Christendom is itself a mark 
of the apostasy … – Sir Robert Anderson, The 
Buddha of Christendom, p. 87

WHAT IS A SECT?

The Holy Ghost … baptized all believers … into 
one body, united to Christ as a body to a head, 
and manifested here below on the earth in this 
unity (I Corinthians 12:13) …

The spirit of a sect exists when we see disciples 
unite outside this unity, and when it is around an 
opinion that those who profess it are gathered, in 
order that they be united by means of this opinion. 
This unity is not founded on the principle of the 
unity of the body, or of the union of brethren. 
When such persons are united in a corporation, 
and mutually recognize each other as members 
of this corporation, then they constitute formally 
a sect, because the principle of the gathering is 
not the unity of the body; and the members are 
united, not as members of the body of Christ, 
when they are even such, but as members 
of a particular corporation. All Christians are 
members of the body of Christ – an eye, a hand, 
a foot, etc. (I Corinthians 12:13-25). The idea of 
being a member of a “church” is not found in the 
Word. The Holy Ghost compares the Church on 
the earth to a body, of which Christ is the Head 
(Ephesians 1:22-23; Colossians 1:18); then each 
Christian is a member of this body, so of Christ. 
But to be a member of a particular corporation 
is quite another idea. …

When a corporation of Christians recognizes its 
right to receive its members to it, there is a unity 
formally opposed to the unity of the body of 
Christ. It is possible that this may be ignorance, 
or that these Christians have never apprehended 
what is the unity of the body, and that it is the 
will of God that this unity be manifested on the 
earth; but, in fact, they form a sect, a denial of 
the unity of the body of Christ. Several of those 
who are members of the body of Christ are not 
members of this corporation; and … it is not the 
expression of the unity of the body of Christ.

But now a difficulty is presented: the children 
of God are dispersed; many pious brethren are 
attached to this opinion, to that corporation, and 
mixed up of advantage’s sake, even in religious 
things, with the world. There are, unhappily, 
many who have no idea of the unity of the body 
of Christ, or who deny the duty of manifesting 
this unity on earth. But all that does not annihilate 
the truth of God. Those who unite themselves, as 
I have already said, are but a sect in principle.

If I recognize all Christians as members of the 
body of Christ – if I love them … supposing that 
they are walking in holiness and truth, calling 
on the name of the Lord out of a pure heart 
(II Timothy 2:19-22), then I am not walking in 
the spirit of a sect, even though I cannot gather 
together all the children of God, because I walk 
according to the principle of this unity of the 
body of Christ, and seek the practical union 
among the brethren.

If I join with other brethren … only as members 
of the body of Christ, not as a member of a 
“church,” whichever it may be, but verily in the 
unity of the body, ready to receive all Christians 
who are walking in holiness and truth, I am not a 
member of a sect; I am a member of nothing else 
but the body of Christ. But to gather together 
upon another principle, in whatever manner it 
many be, to make a religious corporation, is to 
make a sect. The principle is very simple. The 
practical difficulties are sometimes great by 
reason of the state of the Church of God; but 
Christ is sufficient for all; and if we are content 
to be little in the eyes of men, the thing is not so 
difficult.

A sect is, then, a religious corporation united upon 
another principle than that of the body of Christ. 
It is formally such when those who compose this 
particular corporation are regarded as being the 
members of it. It is to walk in the spirit of a sect 
when those alone are recognized in a practical 
manner, without properly saying so, who are 
members of a corporation. We do not speak of 
the discipline which is exercised in the bosom 
of the unity of the body of Christ, but of the 
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principle upon which we are gathered together. 
The Word does not recognize anything such as 
to be members of a “church;” it speaks always of 
the members of the body of Christ. But these are 
held to manifest the unity in walking together …

The Lord gives us II Timothy 2:22 to direct us in 
the way of His will, in the midst of the confusion 
which reigns around us. – John Nelson Darby, 
What Is a Sect?

THE BABYLONIAN
CAPTIVITY OF THE CHURCH

Though the Romans conquered the Greeks 
militarily, the Greeks conquered the Romans 
intellectually. The Roman’s ideology and 
philosophy could not escape the dominance of 
Greek thought. Whose was the real victory?

Likewise, the heirs of the Reformation at the 
end of the twentieth century proved unable to 
escape the theology of Roman Catholicism. 
The Reformation had broken the chains that 
had captured the consciences of men, but her 
children are now busily welding them back on.

Just as the Jewish nation was carried away 
from their Temple into captivity to Babylon, so 
Christians are being carried away from Scripture 
into captivity by man-made rules. After five 
hundred years the church has come full circle. 
…

The Christian, freed by Christ through faith in 
the Gospel, must ever be on guard against losing 
his freedom. He must ever watch and pray 
against the Babylonian captivity of the Church. 
And, as Luther opposed the Roman Church, we 
must clearly and boldly oppose the Babylonian 
captivity of the so-called Protestant churches. 
– G.A. Chan, The Babylonian Captivity of the 
Church, The Trinity Review #152, 153

[Note: Chan borrowed his title The Babylonian 
Captivity of the Church from Martin Luther’s 
book by the same name.]

“THE CHURCH” OF AUGUSTINE

Augustine substituted an organized Church and 
a supernatural hierarchy for an ever-present 
Christ. To Augustine more than anyone else 
is due the theory which is most prolific of the 
abiding curse inflicted on many generations by 
an arrogant and usurping priest-craft.

The outward Church of Augustine was Judaic, 
not Christian. … And all that was most deplorable 
in this theology and ecclesiasticism became the 
most cherished heritage of “the Church” of the 
Middle Ages … – Lives of the Fathers, Vol. II., page 
603 (the Dean of Canterbury), as quoted by Sir 
Robert Anderson in The Buddha of Christendom, 
pp. 40-41.

PERSECUTED BY RELIGION

Religious people cannot tolerate the breaking of 
their regulations. Any violation of their religious 
regulations will stir up persecution. When Jesus 
broke the Sabbath, the Jewish religionists 
persecuted Him and even sought to kill Him. 
Eventually, religion succeeded in sentencing 
Jesus to death. In the book of Acts we see that the 
situation was the same regarding the persecution 
of the apostles.

In like manner, a great many martyrs have 
suffered persecution at the hand of religion. 
Now it is our turn to undergo this persecution, 
this suffering for the building up of the Body of 
Christ. During the years I was with Brother Nee 
[Watchman Nee] in China, I saw how much 
he was persecuted by religion. The rumors, 
opposition, and condemnation came from the 
religious people. …

I can testify that I have been attacked and 
opposed simply because of my stand for the 
recovery of the church life. If you choose to 
stand for the church, be prepared for attack, 
misunderstanding, and rumors. Many evil things 
will be spoken concerning you. – Witness Lee, 
Life-Study of Colossians
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THE STATE OF THE CHURCH

The Church which is Christ’s body (Ephesians 
1:23), instead of being one (Ephesians 4:2), 
is divided and split into up into above 1,000 
sects and parties. Of course the fact that all 
believers form one body cannot be destroyed, 
but the outward expression of this unity by a 
once united assembly or Church is gone entirely. 
– A.T. Schofield, A Dictionary of Some of the 
More Common Biblical Words and Phrases

A GREAT HOUSE
AND THE HOUSE OF GOD

“GREAT HOUSE” – The Bible says:

“In a great house there are not only vessels 
of gold and of silver, but also of wood and 
of earth; and some to honor and some to 
dishonor. If a man therefore purge himself 
from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, 
sanctified and meet for the master’s use 
and prepared unto every good work” (II 
Timothy 2:20-21).

Most of us know that the “Great House” here 
refers to Christendom and some refer to it as 
organized religion. The so-called “church” 
construction going on in the world, with its 
extreme and costly architecture, reminds one of 
the Tower of Babel, when the people said:

“… Let us build us … a tower, whose top 
may reach unto heaven; and let us make us 
a name …” Genesis 11:4.

With “church” membership increasing and 
statistics showing fewer believers, in this other-
wise enlightened age, and after such an extensive 
missionary endeavor, the reason for this must be 
the:

“Having a form of Godliness, but denying 
the power thereof …” (II Timothy 3:5). (To 
which Paul adds: “from such turn away.”)

Against this dark background, our only hope is 

to realize the need for and to preach the gospel 
of reconciliation given us in II Corinthians 5:19, 
which the Bible says will produce New Creatures 
in Christ – not members of an organized church 
(II Corinthians 5:14-21). Paul calls it “The 
Glorious Gospel of The Blessed God” which 
was committed to his trust (I Timothy 1:11; I 
Thessalonians 1:4-5; Titus 1:3).

Many employ the word “religion” as if it were 
compatible with Christianity. There is only one 
religion mentioned in the Bible, and that is the 
Jews’ Religion. In Colossians 2:14 we read that 
it was nailed to the cross. In this present religious 
age, we hear of the Catholic, the Protestant 
and the Jews’ religion. All of this has led to the 
present day sectarian, religious, denominational 
confusion. Let us remember that religion is not 
Christianity. Sir Robert Anderson said: “Religion 
has to do with the flesh; but only Christ will do 
for the new nature. The flesh knows nothing of 
Christ, the Son of God, as our life (Colossians 
3:1-3). It is concerned only with what it can 
see, hear, and comprehend. But the new nature 
can not be satisfied with anything lower than 
Christ Himself (Philippians 1:21). Not even with 
‘Christian Religion’ apart from Him.”

God is not the author of confusion (I Corinthians 
14:33); but thank God, in the midst of it all, He 
has His called out assembly, an invisible organism 
– The Body of Christ. Therefore, in contrast to 
the “Great House,” the Bible also speaks of:

“THE HOUSE OF GOD” – The House of God 
is not to be confused with a meeting place. 
Timothy surely was in the House of God from 
the very moment he became a new creature in 
Christ, just as every other member of the Body 
of Christ. In Acts 17:24-25 we read that the

“… Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth 
not in temples made with hands; neither is 
worshipped with men’s hands …”

Also in I Corinthians 6:19 we read,

“What? know ye not that your body is the 
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temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, 
which ye have of God, and ye are not your 
own?”

The One Body (Ephesians 4:4-6) is composed of 
all true believers in Christ in this dispensa tion of 
Grace, the recipients of God’s marvelous grace.

“For by grace are ye saved through faith 
and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of 
God. Not of works lest any man should 
boast” (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Any references to the One Body or the Body of 
Christ are found in Paul’s epistles only. This is 
the main aspect of the Mystery, which in other 
ages was kept secret, and revealed to him by 
The Risen Lord, and of which the members of 
the Body of Christ are stewards (I Corinthians 
4:1; Ephesians 3:9-10).

The Bible enjoins members of the One Body to 
also walk by faith –

“As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus 
the Lord, so walk ye in him: rooted and 
built up in him, and stablished in the faith, 
as ye have been taught, abounding therein 
with thanksgiving. Beware lest any man 
spoil you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after 
Christ. For in him dwelleth all the fulness of 
the Godhead bodily. And ye are complete 
in him, which is the head of all principality 
and power” (Colossians 2:6-10).

The conclusion of this matter: Not building 
“churches” but building up the Body of Christ. 
– A.A. Sandoz, (1888 - 1974)

THE PRACTICAL DENIAL
OF WHAT THE CHURCH IS

[Note: The author is speaking of those who came 
to see the true church, and the effect that this 
truth had upon them.]

The first effect was necessarily a deep sense of 
the entire contrast between all that man and the 
world calls “the church,” and what “the church” 
really is as seen in the light of God’s thoughts. 
Deep humiliation and sorrow of heart, with 
unfeigned confession of the church’s low and 
sorrowful estate were the fruit of this.

Then came the exercise of conscience as to 
whether they could maintain their individual 
connections with the great professing body in 
any of its several sections – whether, in short, 
this was not the practical denial of what the 
church is … – A.J. Gardiner, The Recovery and 
Maintenance of the Truth, p. 7.

BUILDING ANOTHER BABEL

There is an inherent danger when men undertake 
to build for God. He calls us to build with gold, 
silver, and precious stones. However, it is our 
natural tendency to build with wood, hay, and 
stubble. The house that we intend to be for God 
may end up looking more like the tower of Babel. 
– John Saunders, The House of God

PERSECUTED BY RELIGION

Religious people cannot tolerate the breaking of 
their regulations. Any violation of their religious 
regulations will stir up persecution. When Jesus 
broke the Sabbath, the Jewish religionists 
persecuted Him and even sought to kill Him. 
Eventually, religion succeeded in sentencing 
Jesus to death. In the book of Acts we see that the 
situation was the same regarding the persecution 
of the apostles.

In like manner, a great many martyrs have 
suffered persecution at the hand of religion. 
Now it is our turn to undergo this persecution, 
this suffering for the building up of the Body of 
Christ. During the years I was with Brother Nee 
[Watchman Nee] in China, I saw how much 
he was persecuted by religion. The rumors, 
opposition, and condemnation came from the 
religious people. …
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I can testify that I have been attacked and 
opposed simply because of my stand for the 
recovery of the church life. If you choose to 
stand for the church, be prepared for attack, 
misunderstanding, and rumors. Many evil things 
will be spoken concerning you. – Witness Lee, 
Life-Study of Colossians

WHERE DO WE GO FROM HERE?

Shall we abandon the man-made practices we 
have accumulated over the centuries? Even if 
those practices undermine and even destroy the 
very lively expression of our faith? …

No, we will not abandon these ways. And 
Christianity as it is will go on as it is. …

Please, let these practices continue. Let them 
remain in peace. … Further, if you are in the 
present-day practice of Christianity, and you are 

happy there, stay there. Let the traditions and 
organizations continue.

The only people who belong in a revolution are 
those who know they simply cannot stay where 
they are, and must leave. And come out humbly. 
Quietly. Don’t slam the door as you leave. The 
people staying are your brothers and sisters in 
Christ. …

Be gentle with God’s people. Being ugly may 
belong to radical, but being ugly does not belong 
in a place beyond radical! …

A return to the first-century mind is our only 
hope. A return to the first century experience of 
ecclesia, to the first-century’s incredible ability to 
touch and to intimately know and express Jesus 
Christ. To see Him central. … – Gene Edwards, 
Beyond Radical

Now that you have read this issue of the 
Bible Student’s Notebook™, it’s your turn.

If the truths presented here have helped 
you, don’t let these truths die in your 
hands.

Please write to us and let us know your 
thoughts concerning its content.

Consider assisting us in getting the 
Bible Student’s Notebook™ into the hands 
of those who would be encouraged and 
strengthened by its message:

• Recommend it to your friends and loved 
ones.

• Order additional copies to give as 

gifts.

Single copies $2.00

10 copies $15.00, postage paid

100 copies, $100.00, postage paid

• Keep extra copies on hand to loan to 
others.

We would be honored to have your 
fellowship in getting the Bible Student’s 
Notebook™ freely to those who hunger 
spiritually. We have daily opportunities 
to send it to pastors, Sunday school 
teachers, Bible college professors and 
students, Bible class teachers, and 
prisoners.

Your Part



is the pattern Paul established for the church 
which is His body, not the traditional (worldly) 
practices which are so prevalent in the world 
today.” – TX

“I am enjoying this series on the ‘church.’ … This 
is just another part of the mystery that most do 
not see …” – VA

“I appreciate your bold stand for the truth. I 
pray for God to give us more believers who will 
stand with us.” – NC

“I just wanted to encourage you with your 
church studies in the BSN. We know you must 
be getting a lot of flack. Don’t let it get to you, 
you’re telling the truth.” – MI

“We just today received issue #54 of the BSN. 
They are all good but this is one of the best 
and most thought provoking yet. Indeed the 
institutionalization and compartmentalization 
of Christianity in our culture has been used by 
Satan to take captive God’s people. I would 
like to ask your permission to copy this issue 
because I know about 6 saints to whom I would 
like to send it.” – CA

“I enjoyed my revisit to your current issue of the 
BSN [#54] and the continuing articles on the 
ONE CHURCH. I am sure the material presented 
not only stepped on the toes of those outside 
of right division, but also of those that rightly 
divide. Man’s tradition is so easily accepted 
and taught as the truth that none are exempt. 
It is always the good fight of faith that lays 
before each member of the Body. Sad thing is 
that many, and at times it seems like most, are 
asleep. No wonder Paul warned us constantly 
about being awake, being vigilant and sober.” 
– WI

“My wife and I wanted to thank you for the 
last two BSNs on the church! The article on 
5013c religion was particularly beneficial. 
These unequal yokes are seldom called into 
question and I know that you will receive much 
criticism for pointing out the uncleanness of 
this partnership between His body and the 
government. Your approach is truthful and 
loving.” – IL

“Each issue seems to get better than the last. I 
read each one as I get it. I just want you to know 
what an encouragement you are to me and my 
family. I have had the same understanding of the 
Church for some time now, but your statement 
about saints who are involved in religious 
systems opposing who they are in Christ was a 
real eye opener.” – MI

“Of all I read I am most impressed by your 
admission that you have changed from previous 
beliefs, thereby allowing for growth. Most take 
pleasure in saying they are the same from the 
beginning. Also you have reminded me of the 
fleshly nature of debate. Such activities have 
given me a contentious spirit which I don’t 
need to serve the Lord.” – OH

“We discussed here in Manila, Philippines 
your articles [on the church] … I learned many 
things from your works … The rest of us here 
in Manila have touched on this topic in our 
Bible studies. We are considering a pattern 
that can be found in Paul’s epistles – it’s about 
‘the Church gathering in the house.’ I think this 
could do much in reconciling people to God 
today in the dispensation of Grace … Can I have 
your permission to reproduce your articles 
here in tract form even in Filipino language?” 
– Philippines

“We appreciate the clarity of your understanding 
of the Scriptures and we go over your ‘Notebook’ 
in our studies.” – IL

“I know you have probably had some criticism 
for the last Students Notebook, but I hope that 
it hasn’t left you in despair. I have made several 
copies for some of the brethren up here. Their 
comments were all about the same – this is the 
best yet of the BSN. It takes real love for the 
Lord to stand unashamed for the truth of God’s 
word, and what He’s doing today … Brother, the 
members of the body of Christ should always 
be ready to adjust their thinking and way of 
life as they get new light. Brother, keep up the 
good work.” – MI

“I am thankful to have received your articles 
on the church. How can people dare argue with 
what the Bible plainly declares?” – OH

(continued from page 642)


