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AN ORDINARY LIFE

Sadly, many people spend their entire lives 
aimlessly wandering through life. They have no 
lasting purpose or direction. Their existence lacks 
meaning. Meaningless repetitive activities make 
up their days, weeks, months, and years. These 
are characteristic of the natural man, whose life is 
but vanity – an ordinary life – an empty, hollow 
shell of humanity.

OUR UNIQUE INDIVIDUALITY

Yet God has something better! Each of us is 
uniquely special before God. That’s because He 
made us that way! We are His distinct handiwork, 
as unique as the individual snow flakes, as different 
as each set of finger prints.

Don’t waste life trying to be something other 
than what God has made you! The world will try 
to corral you like cattle. Dare to be that special 
person that God has made you in Christ!

There is a reason that we are alive. There is a 
reason that God has made us uniquely different. 
God created us so for His own pleasure.

“Thou hast created all things, and for 
Thy pleasure they are and were created” 
(Revelation 4:11b).

Therefore, that is ultimately the divine purpose of our 
lives – to bring God pleasure. But, because of Adam’s 

fall, man cannot naturally bring pleasure to God.

“So then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God” (Romans 8:8).

AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE

But this is not the end of the story. In Christ, the 
One Who always pleases the Father, we too can 
bring God pleasure.

“This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well 
pleased” (Matthew 3:17).

“I do always those things that please Him” 
(John 8:29).

Our means of bringing God pleasure is through a 
life and walk of faith. In fact, it is the only way.

“But without faith it is impossible to please 
Him: for he that cometh to God must believe 
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them 
that diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).

“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin” (Romans 
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(recompiled and edited)

“About three years ago 
I read an article in your 
newsletter. It commented 
on current trends in 
churches that have even 
spilled over into ‘grace’ 
churches. In this article 
the writer explained the 
reasons he and his family 
no longer attend any 
community church. I never 
saw the entire article; can 
you tell me how I can get 
a hold of the whole thing? 
Some of the things in it are 
ringing bells in light of my 
current situation.”– OH

“I thank God for you, 
your family, and ministry.” 
– FL

“I enjoy the challenging 
articles of the BSN.” 
– MO

“I am outside the camp 
of all organized church, 
practicing Christian 
individualism. BSN 
#59 front page article 
is appropriate for me. 
Thought I was crazy, and 
others too, also many 
thought I was no longer 
a believer; reading that 
article just encouraged 
me.” – FL 

“I just want you to know 
I appreciate your ministry 

and the BSN and look 
forward to each one.” 
– IL

“I have read the articles 
in BSN #39 twice. I was 
thrilled by them and 
especially appreciated the 
editorial and the Basis For 
Fellowship.” – VA

“I have enjoyed the 
articles in BSN #40. Each 
one being choice, but the 
timely one for me was 
Martyrdom and Patient 
Plodding. So much that 
was written expressed 
so many thoughts and 
lessons that have come 
my way this past year. The 
lesson is slowly sinking in. 
So it was truly a blessing 
to come my way, for 
which I give thanks to our 
blessed Lord and Savior, 
and thanks to you for 
your work in printing it. 
… Do you have the book 
Don’t Waste Your Sorrows 
on your list?” – MO 

[Yes, we do carry Don’t 
Waste Your Sorrows; 
$13.70, postage & 
handling included. Order 
from: Pilkington & Sons 
PO Box 265 Windber, PA 
15963]
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14:23b).

As we take God at His word, trusting Him to live 
in and through us, we are able to bring glory to 
God in the details of our daily lives.

“And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by Him” 
(Colossians 1:10).

“That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto 
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good 
work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God” (Colossians 3:17).

It is God Himself Who brings about this work in 
our lives. He desires to live His own life through 
us. He lives in us to work toward this lofty end. 
And His work is designed to produce His will in 
us, and then the ability to accomplish it! And the 
results are His good pleasure!

“For it is God which worketh in you both 
to will and to do of His good pleasure” 
(Philippians 2:13).

CONTRASTING LIVES

Pleasing God is the only thing that can bring real 
purpose and meaning to life. All else is vanity and 
emptiness. These are two contrasting existences 
– human life and divine life.

The vanity of purely human life –

“Then I looked on all the works that my 
hands had wrought, and on the labour that 
I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was 
vanity and vexation of spirit, and there was 
no profit under the sun” (Ecclesiastes 2:11).

The lasting abundance of divine life –

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know 
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (I 
Corinthians 15:58).

 Allowing God passage to live His own life through 
the everyday details of life is the only way to have 
real and lasting purpose in life. And this divine 
life flows through the most basic elements of our 
lives.

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or 
whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God” 
(I Corinthians 10:31).

“And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to 
the Lord, and not unto men” (Colossians 
3:23).

His life in us will lift us abundantly above the 
ordinary – to the extraordinary.

“Now unto Him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that worketh in us” 
(Ephesians 3:20).

BE THE REAL YOU!

Don’t settle for an imitation. God designed you 
uniquely different – not with a cookie-cutter. 
Don’t measure yourself, nor allow yourself to be 
measured by the life of others.

“They measuring themselves by themselves, 
and comparing themselves among 
themselves, are not wise” (II Corinthians 
10:12).

Allow God to live His divine life through the 
uniqueness of whom God has made you!

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and 
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

Life is too short to miss the real thing!

Enjoy it!  
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M
any dear saints battle endlessly to simply 
survive the “Christian life.” They labor 
under the bondage of such a heavy 

load. Simply put, they are miserable. They often 
find themselves at wits end. Their hearts and souls 
desperately ache for real and lasting relief. Just 
where is the life of joy and victory that they hear 
so much about?

We have come to see that this all-to-common 
experience is a direct result of a misunderstanding 
of our true identity in Christ. There are a series of 
basic truths related to this identification that are 
crucial for the believer to clearly embrace. Without 
a grasp of these precious truths, the believer is left 
prey to the dreadful bondage of religion.

One topic of critical understanding is “the flesh.” 
The Scriptures convey a number of concepts by 
the usage of our English word “flesh.” These 
distinct concepts are often confused in the mind 
of the believer, to the point of frustration and 
discouragement. He ends up actually struggling 
against the very core of who God has, in His 
wise and gracious design, made him for His own 
glory.

FLESH: THE BODY (Godly by divine design)

“But God giveth it a body as it hath 
pleased Him, and to every seed his own 
body. All flesh is not the same flesh: but there 
is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh 
of beasts, another of fishes, and another of 
birds” (I Corinthians 15:38-39).

“I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I 
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the 
life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, 
and gave Himself for me” (Galatians 2:20).

“But if I live in the flesh, this is the fruit of 
my labour … Nevertheless to abide in the 

flesh is more needful for you” (Philippians 
1:22, 24).

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) 
full of grace and truth” (John 1:14).

FLESH: MEAT (Godly by divine design)

“It is good neither to eat flesh, nor to drink 
wine, nor any thing whereby thy brother 
stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak” 
(Romans 14:21).

“Wherefore, if meat make my brother to 
offend, I will eat no flesh while the world 
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend” 
(I Corinthians 8:13).

FLESH: KINSHIP (Godly by divine design)

“Therefore shall a man leave his father and 
his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: 
and they shall be one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). 
This is the basis of all kinship.

“Come, and let us sell him to the Ishmeelites, 
and let not our hand be upon him; for he 
is our brother and our flesh. And his 
brethren were content” (Genesis 37:27).

“Concerning his Son Jesus Christ our Lord, 
which was made of the seed of David 
according to the flesh” (Romans 1:3).

“For I could wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen 
according to the flesh: … of whom as 
concerning the flesh Christ came … They 
which are the children of the flesh, these 
are not the children of God: but the children 
of the promise are counted for the seed” 
(Romans 9:3, 5, 8).

The FleshThe Flesh
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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FLESH: THE OLD MAN (Ungodly by the Adamic 
fall)

“For when we were in the flesh, the 
motions of sins, which were by the law, did 
work in our members to bring forth fruit 
unto death … For I know that in me (that 
is, in my flesh,) [i.e., old idenity]” (Romans 
7:5, 18).

“So then they that are in the flesh cannot 
please God. But ye are not in the flesh, 
but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of 
God dwell in you. Now if any man have 
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his” 
(Romans 8:8, 9).

“And they that are Christ’s have crucified 
the flesh with the affections and lusts” 
(Galatians 5:24).

The “flesh” or “the old man” (Romans 6:6; 
Ephesians 4:22; Colossians 3:9) are doctrinal terms 
used to refer to the natural man’s identification 
in fallen Adam. This identity is anchored in his 
perception of “good and evil:” his giving way to 
the “evil,” or his legalistic efforts to perform the 
“good.”

A destructive teaching arises from misunderstanding 
(or misrepresenting!) the word “flesh” used as a 
reference to our former identity in Adam. The 
Gnostics taught that all that was related to “the 
flesh” was “evil.” They interpreted “the flesh” 
to be anything related to the physical body and 
world. This led to horrendous religious abuse.

“For ye suffer [allow], if a man bring you 
into bondage, if a man devour you, if a 
man take of you, if a man exalt himself, if a 
man smite you on the face” (II Corinthians 
11:20).

Far from the teaching of the Gnostics, the Scriptures 
actually teach the beautiful divine design of the 
human body and the physical world.

The Godliness of the Physical Creation

“it was good” (Genesis 1:4)
“it was good” (Genesis 1:10)
“it was good” (Genesis 1:12)
“it was good” (Genesis 1:18)
“it was good” (Genesis 1:21)
“it was good” (Genesis 1:25)
“And God saw every thing that he had 

made, and, behold, it was very good …” 
(Genesis 1:31a).

The Wonder of the Physical Creation

“I willy praise thee; for I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made: marvellous are thy 
works; and that my soul knoweth right 
well” (Psalm 139:14).

The Enjoyment of the Physical Creation

“… God, who giveth us richly all things to 
enjoy” (I Timothy 6:17b).

God has given us the grand gift of creation 
appreciation!

Our Body, God’s Temple

“Knowy ye not that your bodies are the 
members of Christ? … What? know ye 
not that YOUR body is the temple of 
the Holy Ghost which is in you, which 
ye have of God, and ye are not your own? 
For ye are bought with a price: therefore 
glorify God in YOUR body, and in your 
spirit, which are God’s” (I Corinthians 
6:15, 19-20).

Imagine standing in old Jerusalem, pointing to the 
Temple and saying, in there “dwelleth no good 
thing.” How absurd! God resided there! It was his 
dwelling place. And yet, we have the audacity to 
presume that God’s grand dwelling place today 
is evil!

Our Body, God’s Holy Acceptable Sacrifice

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present YOUR 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
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unto God, which is your reasonable 
service” (Romans 21:1).

The Godliness of Self-Love

It is the divine foundation of neighborly 
love

“And he answering said, Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all 
thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with 
all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself” 
(Luke 10:27).

“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even 
in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbour as 
thyself” (Galatians 5:14).

It is the divine foundation of marital love

“So ought men to love their wives as 
their own bodies. He that loveth his 
wife loveth himself. For no man ever yet 
hated his own flesh; but nourisheth 
and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the 
church” (Ephesians 5:28-29).

It is NOT natural to hate your own body! “For no 
man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourisheth 

and cherisheth it.” It takes religion to produce 
such a self-hatred. Religion teaches what is against 
nature! The negative view of self and our physical 
bodies is the religious act of “the neglecting of the 
body.”

“Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ 
from the rudiments of the world, why, 
as though living in the world, are ye 
subject to ordinances, (touch not; taste 
not; handle not; which all are to perish 
with the using;) after the commandments 
and doctrines of men? Which things have 
indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, 
and humility, and neglecting of the 
body; not in any honour to the satisfying 
of the flesh” (Colossians 2:20-23).

Religion, with its doctrines of men, is only a show 
of wisdom. It “looks good.” It is showy – show 
business. But no matter how good it looks, it is 
against the design of God.

Don’t neglect your body! It is not evil, depraved, 
or wretched. It’s God’s handy-work. It’s God’s 
temple. Your body is His holy, acceptable sacrifice 
of glory, wonderfully made.  

Two Important Principles inTwo Important Principles in
the Conduct of Lifethe Conduct of Life

by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Principle #1
EXCELLENCY (or PRIORITY)

“That ye may approve things that are 
excellent …” (Philippians 1:10).

Some things in life are excellent. This suggest a 
value system. There are numerous social, cultural, 
economic, political, and religious systems to 
determine value. Ultimately only the divine 
appraisal is dependable and of lasting value.

We are to “approve” things that are excellent. The 
root of this word “approve” is “prove.” We must 
test the things of life. If they pass the test, then 
they are “approved.”

A divine example of excellency is love. Clearly 
does Paul write of love as

“a more excellent way” (I Corinthians 
12:31).



731Issue 66 BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK™ – PO BOX 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

This whole value system and process of approval 
suggests the idea of identifying the things in life 
that have priority, or preeminence. We must learn 
to divinely prioritize the issues of life. This is a 
result of spiritual growth.

Principle #2
MODERATION (or BALANCE)

“Let your moderation be known unto all 
men” (Philippians 4:5).

Balance is another important aspect of life. Life is 
not always, “this or that,” “either, or.” We do not 
study the Scriptures to the exclusion or neglect of 
eating. We do not work to the exclusion or neglect 
of leisure. We do not minister to others to the 
exclusion or neglect of our families.

The idea is that of an “even keel.” Sometimes we 
can get carried away with one particular area of 
life and lose our balance.  

True SuccessTrue Success
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who 
both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make 
manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have 
praise of God” (I Corinthians 4:5).

S
uccess can be a relative thing. It really all 
depends upon who is measuring it. Even 
the world about us has different standards 

for determining success. But ultimately, all true 
success will be determined at the Judgment 
Seat of Christ.

There are many activities and ventures, which 
by social and religious standards appear to be 
successful. These are honored, respected, and 
celebrated. But all that glitters is not gold.

THE BEMA

What is successful, and of true value, will be 
determined at the Judgement Seat of Christ 
– what old-timers called the Bema. They did 
so because ‘bema’ is the Greek word used to 
translate “judgment seat.”

“But why dost thou judge thy brother? or 
why dost thou set at nought thy brother? 
for we shall all stand before the judgment 
seat of Christ” (Romans 14:10).

“For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ; that every one 

may receive the things done in his body, 
according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad” (II Corinthians 5:10).

THE MEANING OF BEMA

“The bema in New Testament times was a 
raised platform at the Olympic Games, where 
the chief of the games stood and placed 
awards (stephanos) around the neck of all the 
winners!”

For the believer, the Bema is a recognition of 
what is real, and of true value in life. It is about 
“bringing home the gold.” It is the genuine 
measure of the success of this life. This success 
is represented by the lasting quality of gold, 
silver, and precious stones (as opposed to 
wood, hay, and stubble).

“Now if any man build upon this 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, stubble” (I Corinthians 3:12).

Gold, silver, and precious stones, represent a 
way of measuring what has real and lasting 
value. Often, in difficult economic times men 



will use these as the standards of true wealth. 
At the Bema God will reveal what was of 
real value in this life. The outcome may be 
surprising to many.

LOVE IS PARAMOUNT

God has made it very clear what is valuable in 
life. And love is at the apex of this value. Paul, 
the apostle, makes the divine case for love as:

“a more excellent way” (I Corinthians 
12:31).

“the greatest of these” (I Corinthians 
13:13).

“above all these things” (Colossians 
3:14).

“the bond of perfectness ” (Colossians 
3:14).

Since love is the preeminent value with God, it 
should be the object of our lives. And we will 
not be disappointed with love – it is truly a sure 
thing – it never fails.

“Charity never faileth” (I Corinthians 
13:8).

LOVE IS …

The means whereby faith works.

“… faith which worketh by love” 
(Galatians 5:6).

How we are rooted and grounded.

“… rooted and grounded in love” 
(Ephesians 3:17).

How members of the Body of Christ edify each 
other.

“… edifying of itself in love” (Ephesians 
4:16).

THE EXHORTATION TO LOVE

We are therefore exhorted, by Paul …

“Be kindly affectioned one to another 
with brotherly love” (Romans 12:10).

“Knowledge puffeth up, but charity 
edifieth” (I Corinthians 8:1).

“Though I … have not charity, I am 
nothing” (I Corinthians 13:2).

“Though I … have not charity, it profiteth 
me nothing” (I Corinthians 13:3).

“Follow after charity” (I Corinthians 
14:1).

“… By love serve one another” (Galatians 
5:13).

“… The fruit of the Spirit is love …” 
(Galatians 5:22).

“… Forbearing one another in love” 
(Ephesians 4:2).

“But speaking the truth in love …” 
(Ephesians 4:15).

“… Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved 
us …” (Ephesians 5:2).

“… Abound in love …” (I Thessalonians 
3:12).

Love is what is real! God says that it is lasting, 
edifying, perfecting, and profitable. And 
without this single ingredient of the divine life, 
we are reduced to nothing. This is why Paul so 
aptly penned:

“And above all these things put on 
charity, which is the bond of perfectness” 
(Colossians 3:14).  


