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Paul’s T eaching on
]{ ell

— Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

aul has been given a very special place
?in our age. He has been chosen by God

as the Apostle to the Gentiles (Romans
11:13). God gave to him the distinct message
of the Gospel [good news] of the Grace of
God (Acts 20:24), and the Revelation of the
Mystery (Romans 6:25; Ephesians 3:3) for the
Church, the Body of Christ (Colossians 2:18)
in the Dispensation of Grace (Ephesians 3:2;
Colossians 1:25).

As C.I. Scofield has stated,

“In his [Paul’s] writings alone we find the
doctrine, position, walk, and destiny of
the church.” (Scofield Reference Bible,
Ephesians 3:6, emphasis ours).

These words of Scofield convey the clear
teaching of Paul:

“Whereunto He called you by our gospel,
to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Therefore, brethren, stand
fast, and hold the traditions which ye have
been taught, whether by word, or our
epistle” (Il Thessalonians 2:14-15).

“Hold fast the form of sound words,
which thou hast heard of me, in faith and
love which is in Christ Jesus” (Il Timothy

1:13).

‘And the things that thou hast heard of
me among many witnesses, the same
commit thou to faithful men, who shall
be able to teach others also” (II Timothy

2:2).

“Holding fast the faithful word as he
hath been taught, that he may be able
by sound doctrine both to exhort and to
convince the gainsayers” (Titus 1:9).

Because Paul is God’s spokesman for us today,
we are to faithfully study (Il Timothy 2:15) his
teaching when considering the application
of any doctrine. The subject of Hell is no
exception. What follows here in this article is a
complete listing of every occurrence of Paul’s
usage of the word hell. We shall list all of his
teachings regarding hell as recorded by Luke in
the Book of Acts, as well as himself in all of his
epistles (Romans through Philemon).
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Grace greetings:

We greet you in the glorious grace of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

The god of the religious system began in
failure - he lost mankind in the garden
of Eden. He also ends in failure - with the
vast majority of mankind lost in sin - lost
forever from his love and redemption.
The conclusion of the religious system’s
teaching is that their god either cannof
or will nof save al/ mankind.

But the true God of Scripture is far greater
than we have imagined Him to be. In fact,
He will be complefely victorious in His
plan to save alf men. He will accomplish
this through the triumphant sacrifice of
the finished cross-work of His Son, the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Blessed Fellowship

We appreciate the continued mutual fel-
lowship we receive from our readership.
We have been encouraged by those who
have written expressing an appreciation
for our more recent feachings. We are
equally encouraged by those who have
shared with us their open-mindedness fo
study these issues more closely.

There are also those who have contacted
us who have long understood these
wonderful truths. It has been a pleasure
to hear from them.

BSN Milestone

We mark a milestone of sorts with the
BSN. The total number of copies of all is-
sues printed o date has reached 50,000.
This is small by most all standards, but
we rejoice having had the opportunity to
share the things we have learned from
the Scriptures in this way.

BSN Sample Requests

For quite some time, on our web site,
we have offered a free sample copy of
the BSN. When we first made this offer,
we were unaware how many would ac-
tually respond. The requests now number
a few thousand. It has been our desire
to print a special “Sample Issue” of the
BSN to mail fo those who have requested
it. It has been upon our heart to publish
a collection of some of the past articles
that have been most meaningful to our
readers. This will be quite an undertaking
of time and resources. Our readers could
assist us in fwo ways. First, we would ap-
preciate you sharing with us your favorite
articles from past issues. Second, we will
not be able to accomplish this project
without considerable recourses. (The costs

would be about $5,000 with our current
list, provided that our family provides all
the labor).

BSN Back Issues Special

With this in mind, we could free up
some finances for the project by moving
the past issues of the BSN we have on
hand. We have always tried to print o
few extra copies of each issue. We ill
have copies of most back issues. Rather
than having them in storage, we would
like to get them info the hands of those
who could enjoy and benefit from them.
Do you have favorite past issues that you
would like fo share with others? Do you
need back issues to complete your set?
We are offering a special on the all back
issues. While supplies last we will offer
them - buy one gef one free - that's

2 for §1.25.
Book Publishing Plans

As we mentioned to you earlier in the
year, it is also on our hearts to publish
some books of our own. We believe that
we have some very important things to
be said. Initially we have three books
that could be published soon if the
finances were in place (on the subjects of
the home, church, and government). We
also have other manuscripts underway,
including some commentaries. It would
cost about §1,000 each to have the books

readied for publication.
Daily Emails

A few years ago we made available daily
emails to our readership. We called these
emails, “Goodlies.” hese short emails
offered original writings, as well as
gleanings from other authors. We had
good response, and wonderful fellowship
through this means. They were sent out
daily over the space of about a year.
Due to increasing responsibilities with
our store, we were not able to continue.
Now that we are more settled from our
move, we are positioning ourselves to
again begin this undertaking. December
M is our target launch date. Anyone
interested in receiving daily emails can
send your request fo be added to our new
“Goodies” email list. Send your requests
to: goodies@pilkingtonandsons.com

Your fellow,

(lyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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Are you surprised to see empty columns?

Did you ever stop to consider that Paul, our Apostle,
never once used the word hell?

He didn’t use the word hell in any recorded messages
from the Book of Acts. He didn't use the word
hell in any of his epistles. Not once! None! Zero!

How could this possibly be?

How could Paul have conducted a teaching ministry
that brought glory to God, and yet have never
even once used the word hell? Isn’t the traditional,
orthodox doctrine of hell at the very foundation of
the religious system’s creeds?

How could Paul have been so negligent? How could
he have gone through his entire ministry, forgetting
to use such a crucial word? What’s up with that?

Or, is it possible Paul understood something we
don’t? Could it be we have been deeply buried under
religious tradition?

Consider for a moment this declaration of Paul
himself, found in the Book of Acts:

“Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I
am pure from the blood of all men. For I have
not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel
of God” (Acts 20:26-27).

The plain and simple fact is that Paul was NOT
negligent in his teaching ministry. Here is a passage
that makes this clear. Paul said that he was “pure
from the blood of all men,” because he had declared
“all the counsel of God” — a counsel which obviously
DID NOT include hell at all.

Do we find ourselves perplexed that Paul, the
Apostle, never used the word hell and yet was able
to declare “all the counsel of God”? Are we amazed
that he could have been “pure from the blood of
all men” without even once using the word hell?
Could our bewilderment here be because we have
been steeped in the traditions of men, and not in the
traditions of Paul?

“Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the

traditions which ye have been taught, whether
by word, or our epistle” (I Thessalonians
2:15).

We are to hold Paul’s traditions, “whether by word,
or our epistle.” Holding to Paul’s very words and
epistles will remove hell from our teaching.

“Hold fast the form of sound words, which
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which
is in Christ Jesus” ( Il Timothy 1:13).

Again, “holding fast the form of sound words” that
we have heard from Paul will remove hell from our
doctrine.

We must be like those from Berea and search the
Scriptures for ourselves (Acts 17:11). We need to
diligently test, or prove the things that we believe
against the Scriptures.

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good”
(I Thessalonians 5:21).

We need to see for ourselves if religious hell was a part
of the vocabulary divinely given to Paul. We must con-
sult an exhaustive concordance if need be. We must
not settle for the party line, or a secondhand faith.

“...Let every man be fully persuaded in his
own mind” (Romans 14:5).

Isn’t Paul presented as our present pattern? (I Timothy
1:15-16).

Doesn’'t Paul tell us to follow him? (I Corinthians
4:15-17; 11:1; Philippians 3:17).

Didn’t Paul tell us to:
“Hold fast the form of sound words, which

thou hast heard of me, in faith and love which
is in Christ Jesus” ( Il Timothy 1:13)?

Did we hear hell from Paul? Is it a Pauline form of
sound words?

Have we been duped into accepting a religious
tradition that is contrary to the sound scriptural
teachings of our Apostle?
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Wouldn't we be Pauline, if we like Paul, also excluded
hell from our teaching?

Or, more pointedly, could we possibly be truly
Pauline in our teaching, if we continue the use of a
theological system that includes the traditional hell?

“But speak thou the things which become
sound doctrine” (Titus 2:1).

The religious system’s teaching concerning hell is not
Pauline, and is not sound doctrine.

Let’s not be afraid of where truth leads us. Truth truly
liberates us from suppressive religious bondage. Well
did our Savior say,

“And ve shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John 8:32).

Why not enjoy the true freedom of believing the
Scriptures over traditional teaching?

Why not follow Paul in a pure Grace Gospel that has
no place for, nor need of a religious hell? &

Conflicts in Marriage and the Home

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOME
Part XXXI
by — Paul E. Billheimer

i arriage and the home is the center of all
life on earth ... Itis a complete laboratory
with all the stresses and strains, trails

and pressures packed under one roof ... Everything

needed to produce Christlikeness in us can be found
in the home.” (C.S. Lovett).

Most newlyweds have not yet learned the true meaning
of unselfishness. ... The stresses of marriage and the
home are designed to produce brokenness, to wean
one from self-centeredness, and to produce the graces
of sacrificial love and gentleness.

Because so few people understand the nature and
purpose of marriage, when unexpected stresses and
strains develop they are tempted to feel that they have
made a mistake and perhaps have married the wrong
person. The next step is to seek a way of escape by one
means or another, sometimes through a professional
marriage counselor or, more often, the divorce court.

If the marriage counselor is a professional and works
for pay, his services, based as they are on Freudian
principles, are probably worthless or worse. Except
where there is organic difficulty, the root of all conflicts
in the home is not mental but spiritual. Psychology
and psychiatry are usually totally irreverent. A spiritual
problem always has a spiritual cause and requires a
spiritual solution. Many counselors, even some who are
Christians, have been so influenced by Freud that they

are totally unprepared to deal with a spiritual problem
in a scriptural way. Many spiritually discerning persons
are quite convinced that psychiatry is Satan’s substitute
for the Biblical remedy for disturbed relations. Many
psychiatrists seek to help the person under stress by
relieving him of personal responsibility for his difficulty
—which only compounds the trouble. The origin of the
conflict, except in organic cases, is almost invariably
spiritual. The ego is inflated. Love is lacking. This is
entirely a spiritual problem. The way out is not through
separation or divorce. That would frustrate God’s
purpose and only aggravate the problems ...

Much marriage counseling is oriented toward the here
and now. The primary goal is to heal the endangered
marriage in the interest of the present happiness of
the partners ... Until they understand that life and
marriage is an apprenticeship for the practice of agape
love in preparation for rulership where the law of love
is supreme, they are in danger of eternal loss ...

All of the efforts by psychologists and psychiatrists
to bring about a reorientation and reintegration of
personalities in marriage without dealing with the
basic spiritual problem are in vain. It is sad to see the
Church and the ministry forsaking the Biblical way of
soul healing for a massive satanic delusion. It is one of
the most lamentable tragedies of recent history. W

Don’t Waste Your Sorrows, (p. 89-96)
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(Nehemiah 8:10b).

T he Joy of the Cord

The Believer’s Strength

SPIRITUAL WARFARE — Part IV
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
“... Neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD i3 your strength”

of joy to be the Lord. Not that their joy was

just in Him, but that He, Himself was their
joy. And that joy of the Lord has ever been their
source of strength.

Believers have always found their true source

Our God is a God of Joy

Unlike the religious views of God, our God is truly
a God of joy. He is not an old angry man with
a scowl upon His face. He actually is a happy
God. And we have Scripture that teaches us this
wonderful truth!

“According to the glorious gospel of the
blessed God, which was committed to my
trust” (I Timothy 1:11).

Paul calls Him, “the blessed God.” This is Strong’s
#3107, makarios, also translated “happy.”

He is “the happy God!” And He is the only true
source of our own joy and happiness.

The Joy of the Lord is Our Strength

“The joy of the LORD is your strength”
(Nehemiah 8:10b).

Our day-to-day strength comes from His joy in our
lives. Mankind has no source of real and lasting
joy in themselves. We triumph through the details
of life by the strength of His ever steadfast joy.

We Joy in God

“And not only so, but we also joy in God

through our Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom
we have now received the atonement”
(Romans 5:11).

Our joy in God is firmly anchored in the finished
cross-work of our Lord Jesus Christ. We have the
present possession of atonement secured through
Him. And just what is this atonement that we joy
in God concerning?

Strong defines it as “restoration to (the divine)
favor.” It is Strong’s #2643, katallage, also
translated “reconciliation.”

Our English word atonement, broken down is at-
one-ment. It is the state or condition of being one
with God. Those of us who are now saved enjoy
at-one-ment with God. We have been totally
aligned with God, without the slightest measure
of separation from Him. THIS is indeed the basis
of our joy! And it was completely secured for us
by His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Joy - the Essence of Divine Life
“For the kingdom of God is not meat and
drink; but righteousness, and peace, and
jov in the Holy Ghost” (Romans 14:17).
Along with righteousness and peace, joy is the
very essence of divine life flowing forth from “the
happy God.” It is what the domain (kingdom) of
God is about — JOY.
Filled with All Joy by Faith

“Now the God of hope fill you with all joy
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and peace in believing, that ye may abound
in hope, through the power of the Holy
Ghost” (Romans 15:13).

God wants His children to be happy. He works
to fill our lives with joy. Not just any joy — but
HIS Own joy. And if His marvelous joy was not
enough, He works to fill our lives with ALL His joy
—in all its fulness. His joy is “unspeakable and full
of glory” (I Peter 1:8).

How does He accomplish this? He does so through
the simple means of faith — “in believing.” Thus
Paul speaks of the “joy of faith” (Philippians 1:25).

We look to Him as our source of joy. We trust Him
in the basic issues of life. We believe Him over all
else. Circumstances and feelings press hard upon
us. But we trust Him over them all!

Paul knew and lived this magnificent truth.
“... I am exceeding joyful in all our
tribulation” (Il Corinthians 7:4a).

And he taught us the true power of God in this
respect:

“Strengthened with all might, according to
His glorious power, unto all patience and
longsuffering with joyfulness” (Colossians
1:11).

David wrote to Israel,

“... Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning” (Psalm 30:5).

It is not that we will not experience heartache,
sadness, and grief. It is that He is the joy that
dawns upon our circumstances. He is our “bright
and morning star” (Revelation 22:16) that brings
true joy to the darkest of our nights so that we, with
Paul, have the Lord’s joy even in longsuffering
and tribulation.

dJoy is a Fruit of God’s Spirit

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy ...”

(Galatians 5:22).

The fruit which God’s Spirit produces is manifold.
And joy is preceded in the divine lineup only by
love, which is the greatest. The product of the life
of God in humanity is joy! In looking into the face
of religion, one might be led to think that the life of
God was somberness, grimness, and gloominess;
but it is indeed joy!

Paul’s Ministry of Joy

Paul’s ministry was about helping others to be
truly happy. What a wonderful privilege to follow
Paul in such a divine undertaking. We do so by
freeing their faith from the bondage of religious
dominion!

“Not for that we have dominion over your
faith, but are helpers of vour joy: for by
faith ye stand” (Il Corinthians 1:24).

God Gives Us All Things to Enjoy

“Charge them that are rich in this world,
that they be not highminded, nor trust in
uncertain riches, but in the living God, Who
giveth us richly all things to enjoy.” (I
Timothy 6:17).

The creation is the handiwork of “the happy
God.” All about us is a rich bounty of beauty and
wonder. To the natural man it all seems but vanity.
But we, who live in the very life of God, are able
to enjoy all that God has so richly given to us.

Enjoy life! Wake up every morning and bask in the
goodness and grace of “the happy God” Who lives
in us! And then embrace His joy as our strength
throughout the day, regardless of the situation or
circumstances in which we may find ourselves.

Remember, “the joy of the LORD is your
strength.”

“... Whoso trusteth in the LORD, happy is
he” (Proverbs 16:20). ®
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(Romans 8:29).

Shari ng H1s Cikeness

— Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
“For whom He di> foreknow, He also 370 predestinate to be conformed fo
the image of His Son, That He might be the firstborn among many brethren”

hen we grow up physically we take
on the characteristics of our parents.
The Father wants us to take on the

likeness of His family. This is His aim in our
lives. In fact, we have been predestined to this
very end!

The KEY ISSUE in spiritual growth is becoming
more like the Lord Jesus Christ. This is not
accomplished through the imitation of His life,
but through the insemination of His life!

This is seen as the ultimate purpose of the
separation of Paul, our Apostle:

“But when it pleased God, who separated
me from my mother’s womb, and called
me by his grace, to reveal his Son in
me ...” (Galatians 1:15, 16).

The Father is effectually working this process
even now in our lives. This is accomplished by
beholding Him.

“But we all, with open face beholding
as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from
glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of
the Lord” (Il Corinthians 3:18).

As we continue to behold Him, we are changed
into His image. And this is accomplished in the
details of life. The Father is at work to manifest
the life of our Lord Jesus Christ in our body
— in our mortal flesh. And He accomplishes
this in the most difficult circumstances that life
may throw at us.

“Always bearing about in the body the
dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life

also of Jesus might be made manifest
in our body. For we which live are alway
delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake,
that the life also of Jesus might be
made manifest in our mortal flesh”
(Il Corinthians 4:10-11).

This divine process He Himself will carry out to
its completion.

“Being confident of this very thing, that
He which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of
desus Christ” (Philippians 1:6).

‘And as we have borne the image of the

earthy, we shall also bear the image

of the heavenly” (I Corinthians 15:49).
John, the Apostle to Israel, echoed this
wonderful confidence as well:

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God,
and it doth not yet appear what we shall
be: but we know that, when He shall
appear, we shall be like Him; for we
shall see Him as He is” (I John 3:2).

Delight in this glorious hope!

“I[We] are predestinated to be
conformed to the image of His Son”
(Romans 8:29).

“We shall ... bear the image of the
heavenly” (I Corinthians 15:49).

“We shall be like Him” (1 John 3:2).



