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Kememberz ng Who We Are

— Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
“For the earnest expectation of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of

the sons of God” (Romans 8:19).

s we go through the normal activities of
ﬂlife, we often lose sight of who we really
are, and what we are actually doing. It is
so easy to do. The pressures of daily circumstances

can be quite demanding at times. They constantly
draw us into a view of life that is Adamic.

The view of life in Adam is an empty one. It is
a vain and endless cycle of burden, stress, and
meaningless activities — a hollow shell of worthless
existence — and since this was the circumstances
of our former condition, it is easy for us to forget
and fall back into our old ways of thinking. When
we do so, our life too can appear to be futile and
pointless — buried under the ruins of unimportant
insignificance.

Listen to the wisdom of Solomon so aptly
describing this Adamic view of life:

“Vanity of vanities, saith the Preacher, vanity
of vanities; all is vanity. What profit hath a
man of all his labour which he taketh under
the sun? One generation passeth away, and
another generation cometh: but the earth
abideth for ever. The sun also ariseth, and
the sun goeth down, and hasteth to his place
where he arose. The wind goeth toward the
south, and turneth about unto the north;
it whirleth about continually, and the wind
returneth again according to his circuits. All
the rivers run into the sea; yet the sea is not
full; unto the place from whence the rivers
come, thither they return again. All things

are full of labour; man cannot utter it: the
eve is not satisfied with seeing, nor the ear
filled with hearing” (Ecclesiastes 1:2-8).

Yet there is another view of life: it is the divine
one, the one that is real. It is the view where God
sees things the way that they really are, not the
way that they appear to be.

God is busy at work in the lives of believers — “For
we are His workmanship” (Ephesians 2:10).

Now the world around us does not know this.
They do not really know who we are. They see us
as if we were just like them. They view us as mere
mortals, their fellow sons of men; but we are not
mere mortals. We are in fact sons of God. This is
our identity in the Lord Jesus Christ. We share in
His relationship with the Father — that of sons.

Think of it! Our true identity is that of a son of
God! We are sons of the Creator of the universe,
the Ruler of heaven and earth. What an exalted
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“Just a quick note to let you all
know how much we enjoyed the
BSN [#58]. | am encouraged by
the understanding that the saints
of past generations ‘grew’ into.
The truth of being the church,
instead of doing the business of
what a ‘church’ is supposed to do,
is where truth ultimately leads the
faithful. We should all be grateful
that they wrote it down. The old
man just can’'t help but attempt
to create his own security, thus
the fuel for bus-i-ness over rest.
There comes a point where the
truth-seeking crowd must choose
to relinquish their ‘work’ and enter
into the rest. They are more apt
to do that with time behind them
as they burn themselves out.
You may see more people come
to just rest in completeness as
the present ‘grace-movement’
generation ages. The greatest
resistance, as always, comes from
those with the perceived greatest
potential loss. You hang in there.
Resistance has most often been
the fiercest from misguided,
system based practice. Recognize
the pattern, take strength in Paul’'s
example. Our family continues to
do well, we appreciate the clarity
of presentation that magnifies the
message of Christ our Lord. We go
through the BSN together. Thanks
brother.” — IN

“Just to let you know that your
doing a great job with your paper.
Keep up the good work.” — IL

“Praise the Lord! | just wanted
to let you know how much | liked
the article “The United States: Is
It a Christian Nation?” [BSN #43]
. | want you to know for what
its worth that | for one am in total
agreement with you.” — NY

“Thanks for your faithful ser-
vice! Your articles have been
a great benefit to me!” — L

“We appreciate your publications.”
FL

“We appreciate the clarity of

your understanding of the
Scriptures and we go over your
‘Notebook’ in our studies.” — IL

“We enjoy the Notebook -
Philemon 4-7!" — MI

“I am convinced that the ‘Church’
is the Adversary’s instrument to
try and destroy the faithful. The
first thing all religious people want
to build is a strong ‘church’ — that
is, they want to organize and form
an hierarchy. They are looking for
prestige and position rather than
seeking humbly for what's best for
all concerned, even if it means that
they themselves must be abased
... “Your articles are very up lifting
and thought provoking.” — AZ

“Your article on ‘Racing Through
the Bible’ [BSN #34] was the best
| have ever read anywhere on this
subject.” — CO

“Your materials help answer many
questions. Keep up the good
work!” - MO

“It is a great tragedy for us that
God’s indignation and judgment
are still viewed as final things.”
-mi

“Enclosed is my check for another
year of the BSN. Thank you for
your writing ministry. | am always
encouraged with each publication.”
-NC

‘I can’'t get enough ... | hunger
for TRUTH ... | hunger for HIM!
The fear is GONE! The struggles
have ended ... After studying the
Sovereignty of God and Election
He opened my eyes to reveal
HIMSELF ... GOD IS LOVE! ...
Just to Know my Father! | know
Him like | have never known Him
... So many things have come to
light knowing our Father ... not
knowing ‘about’ Him ... Knowing
Him! ‘LOVE’ ... Why was | ever
so blind?! | love you brother and
thank the Lord for bringing you
into my life ...” — ME
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position we have! It is all because of Him. He is
the Father, we are His sons.

Because we are His children, we are also His
heirs.

“And if children, then heirs; heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we
suffer with Him, that we may be also glorified
together” (Romans 8:17).

God’s heirs — think of it! What an amazing thing.
We could never have dreamed up such a thing in
our wildest imaginations. If it were not the record
of Scripture itself we must surely oppose it as pure
blasphemy.

Still, it is true. We are the heirs of God. We are
inheritors to all that God possesses, and He owns
it all!

“For the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness
thereof” (I Corinthians 10:26).

We will not take full possession of all of our
inheritance until the resurrection. The earth and
its fullness are currently sublet to the sons of Adam
while God has placed Himself in Royal Exile; but
this will all change one day.

We often forget as we labor through our days
that we are sons of the Father, and heirs of all
things. We sometimes live in the circumstances as
defeated sons of Adam. This is a denial of our true
identity, and when we do so, we live in falsehood
and hypocrisy. We deny, in the daily details of our
lives, whom God has actually made us in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

We currently live in “this present evil world;” but
we have a divine calling upon our lives. We are to
walk here as God’s own sons — shining as lights.
And doing so changes our approach and outlook
upon the many diverse details of earthly life.

“Do all things without murmurings and
disputings: that ye may be blameless and
harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke,

in the midst of a crooked and perverse
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in
the world; Holding forth the word of life;
that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that
I have not run in vain, neither laboured in
vain” (Philippians 2:14-16).

Let us notice some of the particulars of this
passage.

¢ We are identified here as “the sons of God.”

This is our approach to life. This is who we are.
This is our God-given reality. This is where we
live.

¢ We are the sons of God in “the midst of a
crooked and perverse nation.”

The details of life will not be easy, because we
are in hostile surroundings. We are the sons of
the Exiled King.

¢ We are “among” them to “shine as lights in
the world.”

We are not seen by those around us for who
we really are. We stand shoulder-to-shoulder,
side-by-side “among” them. As sons, we are
providing the light for this dark domain. The
light is not so that we may illuminate ourselves;
it is that we may illuminate our way to walk,
thus providing illumination upon the Savior
for those “among” whom we live.

¢ We are “holding forth the word of life.”

The way that we enlighten our path and those
“around” us is by holding forth “the word of
life.” We hold the word in front of us. As David
wrote, “Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and
a light unto my path” (Psalms 119:105). As
we keep the truth of God’s word ever before
our eyes, throughout the course of our day,
we are able to see how to walk as sons.

¢ We will be able to “rejoice in the day of
Christ.”
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The culmination of our daily walking in the
light of our Father will not be fully realized
until “the day of Christ.” Then we will be able
to fully rejoice in our sojourn here.

¢ Qur lives will not have been “run in vain.”

What will be the reason for our “rejoicing in
the day of Christ?” That our race and labor
was not in vain! We are saved from the vanity
of the sons of Adam - living daily in our son-
ship position in Christ.

Now, having looked through this passage
briefly, we will now return to the first phrase. We
deliberately passed over it. We did so because we
believe that in it lies the very key to the passage.
Look at how it begins:

“Do all things without murmurings and
disputings: that ye may be ...”

All that Paul says afterward is preceded by what
it is that we actually do. We are instructed by
Paul to “do all things without murmurings and
disputings.” This is the attitude and approach that
we are to have regarding the circumstances of life,
as sons of the Father.

Here is what we must ever keep “holding forth”
before our eyes: we are the sons of God. Those
around us are unaware of this astonishing fact.
We did not have a royal motorcade escorting
us to our workplace this morning. Those who
were in the elevator with us this afternoon were
unaware that we co-own the universe. We were
not ushered to the front of the checkout line this
evening at the grocery store. Our neighbors about
us know nothing of our true identity. Even if we
tell them, they would not understand. It is hidden
from their eyes.

Those who are irritated and confused, troubled and
depressed from the vanity of being a descendant
of Adam will be short with us. In their frustration
of the endless cycle of vanity they will often be
hurtful, mean, and vindictive; but none of this is
true of who we are. We have a life full of meaning

and purpose, joy and peace, because we are a
descendant of the one true and living God.

We are the people of hope on the planet. We have
as our birthright as the sons of God the blessed
fruit of His Spirit: love, joy, peace, longsuffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and
temperance. Yet when we join the descendants of
Adam in their misery-ways, we deny all that God
has made us — the real us. We need to remember
to walk through this dark world as the “children
of light.”

“For ye were sometimes darkness, but now
are ye light in the Lord: walk as children
of light: for the fruit of the Spirit is in all
goodness and righteousness and truth”
(Ephesians 5:8-9).

“Ye are all the children of light, and the
children of the day: we are not of the night,
nor of darkness” (I Thessalonians 5:5).

We do not walk in the darkness. We walk in the
light of all that we have and are in Christ! Then to
murmur and dispute is in all reality not to believe
these truths. Thus walking in this light of who we
are is what it means to walk in His Spirit — just to
allow Him to live His life (who we really are) in us.
After teaching us the fruit of the Spirit, Paul says:

“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the
Spirit” (Galatians 5:25).

Living the fruit of His Spirit is walking in the Spirit.
It is not an effort — trying to work up this fruit in
our lives. Instead it is His FRUIT - the byproduct
of His LIFE flowing through us. It is His produce.

This brings us back to our text.
“For the earnest expectation of the creature
waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of

God” (Romans 8:19).

Let us notice some of the particulars of this
passage.
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¢ We are not yet manifest as the sons of God.

The world does not know who we are. Our
son-ship is completely hidden from them
at this time.

¢ One day we shall be made manifest.

In the resurrection God will reveal to all of
creation who His sons are. This will be a
glorious coronation day.

¢ The rest of creation is awaiting this manifesta-
tion.

The whole creation groans and is eagerly
awaiting redemption. They do not know
about, nor understand this deliverance, but
it is to be found in our future manifestation.
What a glorious day this fulfillment will be
for all of creation.

Until our manifestation is made, the rest of God’s
creation does not know who we are. As we walk
through the circumstances of our days, they will
not reflect our true identity. In fact, we shall not
be exempt from all the apparent vanities of this
dark-land. We shall have our share of the dark-
side: suffering, pain, discouragement, difficulties,
weariness, pressure, and the like; but we are not
defined by their details. Although we are beckoned
to the contrary on every side, we have a higher
life — the high-life from above, from the light-land.
We are called to walk in this radiant light.

As we go through the various details of this
earthly life, let us not forget who we really are.
Let us remember our divine calling and position
as God’s own sons. Let that be our day-by-day,
moment-by-moment focus.

Let us hold forth the word of life, so that we can
clearly see who we are, and how we are to walk as
honorable heirs of all creation. ®

m all” (Ephesians 1:22-23).

ours” (I Corinthians 1:2).

Jorning the Church
Not Being Possible

by — Watchman Nee
”,.. The church, which is His body, the fulness of Him that filleth all

“Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to them that are
sanctified m Christ Jesus, called to be samts, with all that i every
place call upon the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and

e must see that the Bible never
'/ I ; speaks of joining the church. If
you are in, you are in; if you are

not in, you are not in ...

Some people still think that they can join a
church. But if there is a church which one can
join, such a church must not be a genuine
church. One can join such a church because

it is a false church. If it were a genuine
church, no one could join it even if he tried
to. As long as you belong to the Lord and
are begotten by Him, you are already in the
church; there is no need for you to join. W

Messages for Building Up New Believers,
pp 97-98
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Drvine Assistance

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOME
Part XXXII
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“And the LORD God 3aid, It i3 not good that the mean should be
alone; | will make him an help meer for him” (Genesis 2:18).

'od created man with a purpose. The divine
G mission of mankind was one of dominion.

Man was given the responsibility to exercise
authority and rule.

“... Let them have dominion ... over every
living thing that moveth upon the earth”
(Genesis 1:26-28).

God also, knowingly and with foresight and wise
purpose created man with a deficiency. He was
made lacking by divine plan.

“It is not good that the man should be
alone” (Genesis 2:18).

This situation that Adam was in was no accident.
It was not a failure in God’s plan. God did not
make man, only to realize that he needed help,
and then scrambled to correct this situation. No!
He created man with this need for help, and then
finished His wise plan by the creation of woman.

“I will make him an help meet for him”

(Genesis 2:18).

In every area of life it is the husband that has
the responsibility of dominion, or rule. He is the
family patriarch. He alone has divine entitlement
to authority. The family is his post. Every activity
of domestic life is his job. Everything is his duty
and he has sole accountability before God.
Everyone else in the household is accountable for
their individual relationship to him, in following
his leadership and submitting to his headship.

It is important for the husband, as well as the rest
of the family to understand this divine design. For

example, the husband is responsible for (among
other things) making decisions, providing for
the needs of the family, planning for the future,
paying bills, making purchases (including grocery
shopping), planning meals, washing dishes,
washing clothes, cleaning house, house repair,
yard work, painting, taking care of the children,
changing diapers, taking out the trash, maintaining
the car — in a word, everything!

Now, this does not mean that he actually has to do
it all. But, he is responsible for it all. And he can
never delegate that responsibility away, although
he can assign assistance for these details.

God created man to carry out His dominion, or
rule. He also created him with a natural inadequacy
to accomplish this great undertaking alone. So, in
His ultimate plan for man, He created a divine
assistant for him.

The woman was created to be an assistant. She
was designed to carry out the divine role of
helper. And God made her well suited to this very
special task. Thus the word “meet” accompanies
the word “help.” The woman was designed to be
a wife, and to be her husband’s “help meet” — his
ideal, fitly suited helper.

The wife does not merely come to her husband’s
side to aid him in work and responsibility of
dominion. She joins in the union of oneness with
him to literally become the rest of him in the daily
details of his dominion. He is her head, and she
the very extension of him — she is his body. So
much so, that Paul reveals the husband/wife union
and relationship to be the unveiling of God’s great
mystery — Christ and the church.

794 BiBLE STUDENT’S NoTEBOOK™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

Issue 74



“For this cause shall a man leave his father
and mother, and shall be joined unto his
wife, and they two shall be one flesh. This
is a great mystery: but I speak concerning
Christ and the church. Nevertheless let
every one of you in particular so love his
wife even as himself; and the wife see that
she reverence her husband” (Ephesians

5:31-33).

“Modern, advanced” society may balk at all this,
but the woman is nonetheless ideally created and
suited to be a wife, and to assist her husband in his
domain. This is her calling. She has been divinely
imparted with the rest of him, so that she may be
his completer. This is wonderfully illustrated in the
way in which she was created.

“And the LORD God caused a deep sleep
to fall upon Adam, and he slept: and He
took one of his ribs, and closed up the
flesh instead thereof; and the rib, which the
LORD God had taken from man, made He
a woman, and brought her unto the man.
And Adam said, This is now bone of my
bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be
called Woman, because she was taken out of
Man. Therefore shall a man leave his father

and his mother, and shall cleave unto his
wife: and they shall be one flesh” (Genesis
2:21-24).

God made Eve from Adam’s rib. Adam received
his rib back and a whole lot more in Eve. In his
union with Eve he received the rest of himself.
And what God made out of Adam’s rib became
his completion — making him a new whole.

God has given man the tremendous responsibility
of leadership, headship, and dominion. In this
responsibility God has graciously and lovingly
supplied his great need of assistance; and not just
any assistance — the ultimately suited assistance,
man’s divinely creative counterpart — woman. She
is the other half of him. She has been divinely
made the key to his dominion.

The wife should be encouraged that God has
designed her so. She need not strive to be
what God has already made her. She is already
equipped with all the essentials for her to fulfill her
role as help meet. She is so suited for this divine
calling and placement. She can in faith rest in this
handiwork of God, knowing that she is God’s

workmanship. H

reconciliation” (Il Corinthians 5:19).

Reconct Ilatz on ot All M ankind

— Arthur P Adams

“To Wi, that God was In &hrfsf, reconciling the world untfo Himaself, not
Imputing thelr trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of

he truth is most blessed and

comforting that “God was in

Christ reconciling the world unto
Himself.” This is “glad tidings” or “good
news” indeed!

There is no “angry Heaven,” whose
wrath must be appeased, and whose

favor must be purchased; but a loving
Father, who Himself is working to win
back the prodigal to the arms that are
ever stretched out to receive Him, and
the heart that has never ceased to love
him. |

The Atonement, 1885
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Righteousness
Wi rllour "Works

— William R. Newell
]f God announces the gift of righteousness

apart from works, why do you keep mourning

over your bad works, your failures? Do you
not see that it is because you still have hopes
in these works of yours that you are depressed
and discouraged by their failure? If you truly saw
and believed that God is reckoning righteous the
ungodly who believe on Him, you would fairly
hate your struggles to be “better”’; for you would
see that your dreams of good works have not at
all commended you to God, and that your bad
works do not at all hinder you from believing on
Him, — that justifieth the ungodly!

Therefore, on seeing your failures, you should
say, | am nothing but a failure; but God is dealing
with me on another principle altogether than my
works, good or bad — a principle not involving my
works, but based only on the work of Christ for
.. God, in justifying me, acted wholly and
only on Christ’s blood-shedding on my behalf.

Therefore I have this double attitude: first, [ know
that Christ is in Heaven before God for me,
and that I stand in the value before God of His
finished work; that God sees me nowhere else but
in this dead, buried, and Risen Christ, and that
His favor is toward me in Christ, and is limitless
and eternal.

Then, second, toward the work of the Holy Spirit
in me, my attitude is a desire to be guided into
the truth, to be obedient thereto ... to walk by the
Spirit, and to be filled with a love for the Scriptures
and for the saints and for all men.

Yet none of these things justifies me! I had
justification from God as a sinner, not as a saint!
My saintliness does not increase it, nor, praise
God, do my failures decrease it! ®

Romans, Verse By Verse
Chapter 3

God Is ForUs/

— Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who can
be agamsr us?” (Romans 8:31).

od is for us! What a glorious thought!
G The contrast of being “for us,” is being
“against us.” Contrary to religious
thought, God is not against us — He is “for

us.” How liberating to know that God is on
our side!

“For us” is the glorious principle of God’s
attitude and activity toward us:

“... Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).

‘... The Spirit itself maketh intercession
fJor us ...” (Romans 8:26).

»

‘... Delivered Him up for us ALL_...
(Romans 8:32).

14

. Who also maketh intercession for
us” (Romans 8:34).

‘... Christ our Passover is sacrificed for
us” (Il Corinthians 5:7).

“For He hath made Him to be sin for us
..” (Il Corinthians 5:21).

“Christ ... being made a curse for us ...”
(Galatians 3:13).

‘... Christ... hath given Himself for us
..” (Ephesians 5:2).

“Who died for us ...”
5:10).

(I Thessalonians

“Who gave Himself for us ...” (Titus

2:14). =



