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Foreword

by — E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

There are few subjects which have divided 
the children of God more than baptism. 
If divisions are as hateful as they are in 
God’s sight, and as baneful as they are in ex-
perience, there must be something grievously 
wrong in the traditional beliefs and controversies 
connected with baptism.

From the very beginning it has been the fruitful 
source of strifes and contentions and divisions. And, 
from the very beginning, the corruption of Christian-
ity was caused by Judaizing teachers, and by the in-
troduction of Judaism into Christian teaching. This is 
clear on the very surface of the Acts and the Epistles, 
quite apart from what is still more painfully evident 
in Church history and present-day experience.

From the first, believers failed to comprehend the 
blessed fact that “Christ is the end of the Law,” and 
failed to apprehend the fullness of the Gospel so 
clearly revealed to Romans and Ephesians.

The correction of the errors which sprang from this 
neglect, which is given in Corinthians, Galatians 
and Colossians, was, in turn, not understood or 
heeded. Hence, the Reformation brought only partial 
relief. The doctrine of the Epistle to the Romans 
was recovered, and justification by grace through 

faith brought light to dispel the blackness of 
the “dark ages”; but the teaching of Ephe-
sians and Colossians was not recovered, and 
though the Romish Doctrine of Baptism 
was modified and reformed, Baptism it-
self has never yet been put in the place in 

which those Epistles had set it; nor have 
believers in any considerable number seen 

their true standing in relation to it.

ln the Epistles to the Ephesians and Colossians we have 
our perfection and completeness in Christ fully set forth; 
and not until we see this can we be in the spiritual condi-
tion necessary for the reception of the biblical teaching 
of the whole of God’s Word on this important subject.

Believing that our brother in Christ (A.E.K.) has been 
taught of God on this matter, and may be used by Him 
to give light, deliverance and blessing to many.

—	Things to Come, Vol. 13 (1907),1 p. 7

1.	 [Editor:] Bible Student’s Press™ facsimile reprint (2017).
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Christianity is most harmful because it uses the name of Christ to lend itself credibility. – Steve Martin

On Baptism

Its Elementary Nature

Wherefore, leaving the word dealing with the 
rudiments of Christ, we should be brought on to 
maturity (not again disrupting the foundation 
of [1] repentance from dead works, and [2] of 
faith on God, of [3] the teaching of baptizings, 
besides [4] the imposition of hands, and [5] the 
resurrection of the dead, and of [6] judgment 
eonian). And this will we be doing, that is, if 
God may be permitting (Hebrews 6:1-3).

These six lessons comprised the elementary course 
that God gave His earthly people. In the preceding 
chapter (Hebrews 5:12) they are called the “first 
principles.” more literally the “rudimentary elements.” 
It is customary in our schools today to offer the pupil 
an elementary course. The same subject may be taken 
up again in a complete course.

Even so it has pleased God, in His wisdom, to arrange 
His course of instruction. In the primary grades He 
taught by means of object lessons. He addressed 
Himself to their senses by outward ordinances of 
material forms. He instituted a parallel between the 
material and the spiritual spheres. The removal of 
bodily defilement by water served to illustrate the 
cleansing from spiritual uncleanness by means of 
His Word. A tabernacle made of gold and silver and 
brass, of linen, of wood, and various other materials, 
typified His glorious dwelling place and the way of 
approach (Exodus 25-27).

God dealt with His earthly people as with a child. 

He gave them the law for a “schoolmaster,” or rather 
a pedagogue to lead up to the true Teacher. Until 
Christ came there could be no complete course of 
instruction. All from Moses to Christ were in the 
primary grade, so to speak. The text book, composed 
of types and shadows, was elementary, and consisted 
of “rudimentary elements.”

Christ came (Galatians 4:7). He was the great 
Antitype. He revealed the heart of God fully and 
perfectly at the cross. Since then, God has filled up 
His Word, and a complete course is offered. Christ 
Himself is our textbook. In Him there is maturity.

What gentle graciousness we see in the patient 
Instructor of His people! To have blazed upon them 
in the effulgence of His glory would have blinded 
them. So, He led them by gentle steps up the high 
ascent to the knowledge of Himself. But it is not His 
purpose that they should always remain on the way 
and never reach the goal (Hebrews 5:11-14).

The Meaning of the Word Baptism

Among the elementary ordinances is the “teaching of 
baptisms” (Hebrews 6:2), or, if we translate the word 
baptisms as in Hebrews 9:10 (AV), “the teaching of 
washings.”

But is there any ground for speaking of baptism as 
“washing”? We have been taught that it is quite sepa-
rate and distinct from the washings under the law.

First of all, what is the real meaning of the word? It 
is not an English word at all, but a Greek word with 
English letters. Its meaning, therefore, must be gath-
ered from its usage by the spirit of God.

Water Baptism
A Compilation

This work answers the question as to whether or not water baptism is 
a part of this current dispensation. Nine chapters from the following 
authors: Oscar M. Baker, Denis Durham, Stephen Hill, Richard Jordan, 
Kenneth J. Morgan, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Ike T. Sidebottom.

94 pages See order form under “Compilations.”

http://www.studyshelf.com/compilations.htm#2909
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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 “Free Will” places the creature above the Creator and does so very convincingly. – Stephen Hill
in the following cases: Mark 6:14, “Baptist”; Mark 
7:4, “wash”; Luke 11:38, “washed.”

The first is simply an incident of translation.

In the other two cases the action is clear. When a 
Pharisee came home from the market he washed 
himself before eating.

Baptismos, “the act of dipping or washing,” is only 
once transliterated “baptism” (Hebrews 6:2). The 
other occurrences are: Mark 7:4, “washing”; Mark 
7:8, “washing”; Hebrews 9:10, “washings.”

“The baptism of cups and pots and brazen vessels, and 
of couches” (Mark 7:4), is not in harmony with the 
theological import of the word. Another discord is 
produced if we render Hebrews 9:10, as we consis-
tently should, “with foods and drinks and distinguish-
ing baptisms, carnal statutes laid on them until the era 
of rectification.”

We are constrained to acknowledge that both the 
Authorized and Revised versions are correct here in 
rendering the word “washings.” The reference is clear 
and unmistakable: it is to the ordinances of divine 
service carried on in connection with the tabernacle, 
so that the washings at the laver9 for the priests, and 
the various washings for the defiled of the people, 
were “baptisms” (Exodus 29:4; 30:18-21; Leviticus 
8:6; 11:25, 40; 17:15-16; 14:8; 15:8, 13, 16-17, 21, 31). 
Indeed, the Septuagint renders Leviticus 11:25, “And 
whosoever beareth ought of the carcass of them shall 
baptize his clothes, and lie unclean until the even.”
9.	 [Editor:] A vessel for washing; a large basin; in scripture history, 

a basin placed in the court of the Jewish tabernacle, where the 
officiating priests washed their hands and feet and the entrails of 
victims. – American Dictionary of the English Language (1828), 
Noah Webster (1758-1843)

It occurs in various forms, but all come from one 
root, baptō,2 which primarily means “to dip” (John 
13:26; Leviticus 16:24, LXX; Revelation 19:13). It also 
occurs as part of the word “dippeth”3 (Matthew 26:23; 
Mark 14:20). From this root arise four words:

Baptizō4 – to make things “baptō.”
Baptismos5 – the act of dipping or washing.
Baptisma6 – the result of “baptismos.”
Baptistês7 – the one who does it.

These words are seldom translated. The few cases in 
the AV where they are rendered otherwise than some 
form of “baptize” therefore claim special attention.

Baptismos, “the act of baptizing,” occurs only in Mark 
and Hebrews: Mark 7:4, 8; Hebrews 6:2; 9:10.

Baptisma, “the result of baptizing,” is used twenty-
two times, thirteen of which refer to John’s baptism, 
five to the Lord’s, three occur in Paul’s letters, and the 
last one in Peter. This shows clearly that it is not a 
special term used to distinguish so-called “Christian 
baptism” from “Jewish washings.” The occurrences 
are Matthew 3:7; 20:22-238; 21:25; Mark 1:4; 10:38-
39; 11:30; Luke 3:3; 7:29; 12:50; 20:4; Acts 1:22; 10:37; 
13:24; 18:25; 19:3-4; Romans 6:4; Ephesians 4:5; Co-
lossians 2:12; I Peter 3:21.

Baptizō is consistently transliterated “baptize,” except 
2.	 [Editor:] G911 (SEC).
3.	 [Editor:] G1686 (SEC).
4.	 [Editor:] G907 (SEC).
5.	 [Editor:] G909 (SEC).
6.	 [Editor:] G908 (SEC).
7.	 [Editor:] G910 (SEC).
8.	 [Editor:] Some versions, like the CV, remove the Textus Receptus 

Greek Text translated “… and to be baptized [baptizō, G907] with 
the baptism [baptisma, G908] that I am baptized [baptizō, G907] 
with” found in both verses.

 

The True Basis of Redemption
by — Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)

This widely circulated work shows that Redemption is a part of Creation, 
and hence its success depends, not on the creature, but on the Creator. It is 
based on Job 14:15, where it is declared about God, “You will long for the 
creature Your hands have made.”

50 pages See order form under “Adams.”

http://www.studyshelf.com/apadams.htm#0021
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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God doesn’t make mistakes; hence all is according to His plan. – Mark D. Vogt




The root thought, then, of baptism, is washing. It is 
evident, however, that this needs modification; for 
there are three other words in the Greek which also 
mean “wash.” One of them, niptō, means to wash a 
portion of the body (Matthew 15:2). Another one, 
louō, from which we have ab-lu-tion, refers to bath-
ing the entire body (Hebrews 10:22). Still another 
one, plunō, means to wash or rinse inanimate things 
(Revelation 7:14). Ordinarily this would be used in 
speaking of the washing of clothes.

These three words fully cover the field. The verb bap-
tize is used in place of each of them. It must there-
fore have a meaning in common with all, yet distinct 
from each.

A study of each separate case will reveal the fact that 
baptizō was not used for the removal of bodily filth, 
but rather for the removal of ceremonial unclean-
ness. It is, in fact, ceremonial washing.

In the ordinary course of life, contact with a carcass 
would not necessitate washing one’s clothes. Mar-
keting is hardly so defiling to the flesh as to require 
a bath. How could the Pharisee (Luke 11:38) have 
expected the Lord to do more than go through the 
formal act to which they were accustomed (Leviti-
cus 11:24)? To this day such baptisms obtain among 
the Jews. The merest dipping of the hands in water is 
deemed sufficient.

Thus, we see the real application of the original root 
baptō: to dip. When cups were to be baptized, they 
were not thoroughly washed, but simply dipped 
in the water (Matthew 23:25). Neither were pots 
scoured, nor couches subjected to a continual and 
unnecessary scrubbing, but only formally or ceremo-
nially washed (Mark 7:4).

In Numbers 19:18 the hyssop was baptized, or, as we 
know, dipped in water. Indeed, in the first recorded 
baptism, that of the sons of Israel in the Red Sea, 
there was no contact with water whatever10 (I Corin-
thians 10:2). They went over dry-shod. The Egyptians 
it was who were immersed. Washing may carry spiri-
tual significance: “baptism” always does.

The cleansing, though outward and upon the flesh, is 
not intended to remove the defilement, but the ideas 
associated with the cleansing of the flesh are trans-
ported into the realm of spirit. Access into the taber-
nacle was conditional upon the ceremonial baptism 
or cleansing of the flesh at the laver (Leviticus 8:6; 
Exodus 29:4; 30:20). Ananias charged Saul, “Rise, be 
baptized, and bathe off your sins, invoking His name” 
(Acts 22:16).

Therefore, as baptism is ceremonial washing and is 
applied to the formal cleansing under the law, and 
especially in connection with the tabernacle, it be-
hooves us to examine the lessons there taught.

(edited)

(to be continued)

Topics:
Major: Baptism; G907, βαπτίζω, baptizō; G908, βάπτισμα, 
baptisma; G909, βαπτισμός, baptismos; G910, βαπτιστής, 
baptistês; G911, βάπτω, baptō; G1686, ἐμβάπτω, embáptō.
Minor: Translations

10.	As a matter of fact, the sons of Israel at the Red Sea were not 
baptized at all in the ordinary sense of the term. By the figure 
of Metonymy (of the cause) the term “baptism” is used of the 
effect which it produced. Baptism separated between its subjects 
and a doomed world in the days of the Acts just as the cloud and 
the sea lay between Israel and the Egyptians in Moses’ day. Now 
since the effect of baptism was the same as the effect of the cloud 
and the sea, it is clear that the term “baptism” most appropri-
ately and strikingly describes it.

 

The Glory of the One Baptism
by — Otis Q. Sellers (1901-1992)

A dispensational look at the subject of baptism throughout the Scriptures, 
with a special focus on the glory of the “one baptism” for today.

32 pp., PB See order form.

http://www.studyshelf.com/baptism.htm#2299
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God gives us every breath we have. He sustains us, and He plans our birth as well as our death. – Mike Owens




On Baptism:
A Study on Baptism

Beginning with this issue, and continuing for eight 
installments, we will be presenting the earliest known 
work of A.E. Knoch (1874-1965).

A few years prior to launching the periodical, Un-
searchable Riches, with Vladimir Gelesnoff (1877-
1921) in 1909, Knoch wrote a study entitled, On Bap-
tism. Historically, it was a major step in the recovery 
of dispensational truth.

Knoch sent a copy to his mentor, E.W. Bullinger (1837-
1913) of London, who was the editor of the periodical, 
Things to Come. The study had a profound effect on 
Bullinger, helping to solidify his own journey in right 
division, so much so, that in January 1907 he pub-
lished the study in Volume 13 of his magazine.

It was this act of publishing On Baptism in Things to 
Come, that would bring Knoch and Gelesnoff togeth-
er. After reading Knoch’s study, and having it reso-
nate with his own studies, Gelesnoff would reach out 
to Knoch and begin their longtime ministry together 
here in the United States.

Gelesnoff would obtain the printing plates for On 
Baptism from Bullinger, and have the study printed 
as a booklet, which was still available and offered for 
sale in the Unsearchable Riches, volume 2 (1910). The 
study was in turn reprinted as a series in Unsearchable 
Riches, volume 11 (1920). A few times over the years, 
the back story of On Baptism would be recounted in 
the pages of Unsearchable Riches magazine. We share 
here some excerpts.

Unsearchable Riches, Volume 13 (1922)

At this time a circumstance occurred which 
altered the whole current of [Gelesnoff’s] life 
and led to his association and cooperation 
with his fellow laborer, Mr. A.E. Knoch. The 

latter had written a pamphlet, On Baptism 
and as it was an answer to the dispensational 

position then taught by Dr. E.W. Bullinger, the 
editor of Things to Come, a London publication, it 
was sent to him, though with scant hopes that it 
would be read or published.

In the providence of God, Dr. Bullinger was just 
about to leave for a vacation in Scotland, and had 
ample time to consider its teachings.

As a result, he proposed to publish it in his paper, 
and announced it beforehand as a forthcoming se-
ries. This was seen by Theo B. Freeze, a friend of Mr. 
Gelesnoff’s, who wrote to Dr. Bullinger, asking to be 
put in touch with the writer of the articles On Bap-
tism. He thus obtained a copy of the manuscript and 
showed it to Mr. Gelesnoff, who forthwith asked for 
permission to republish the series in pamphlet form 
after they appeared in Things to Come. Dr. Bullinger 
kindly had plates made from the type before it was 
distributed and these were sent to New York.

Unsearchable Riches, Volume 28 (1937)

[Knoch wrote:]

I still recall the intense interest with which I read an 
article in Things to Come, more than thirty years ago, 
which took the position that the early epistles of Paul 
were the receptacles of present truth. My own studies 
had led me to make his latest, especially the Ephesian 
group, the special and highest revelation for this ad-
ministration, and it seemed to me that this was nearer 
the truth. I consulted two of my close friends, and 
found that they agreed with me. Indeed, they insisted 
that I write to Dr. Bullinger about the matter. But, as I 
was only a beginner compared with the great scholar, 
whom I admired above all other Bible teachers of that 
day, I did not think it fitting for me to do anything 
in opposition. Yet as the others insisted, we compro-
mised, and I wrote On Baptism in order to show that 
Paul’s latest epistles are the charter of the church, but 
in such a way that there was no indication whatever 

EditorEditor''s s 
DeskDesk

(see Baptism, last page)



8907Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 15963Issue 1060

God gradually lifted the veil for me, and I could see that there was a side of God that I did not know. – Johann Grobler




bsn

“Tidbits” is a column dedicated to short comments, thoughts, 
studies and excerpts.

I suppose that all who do biblical research wish at times that they could set forth frag-
mentary and unfinished ideas in printed form without people thinking that a final and 
definitive conclusion has now been chiseled into imperishable granite which shall stand 
forever as the final word on the subject dealt with. Any such conclusion will be far from 
correct. — Otis Sellers (1901-1992)

Tidbits of Truth #78Tidbits of Truth #78

Our Goal in Relationship to Christ

[Excerpt:] It is notable that Paul never engages our 
attention with the life of Christ while on Earth.  
Then, he tells us, He was a “Servant of the Circumci-
sion” (Romans 15:8). All His practices and precepts 
were directly connected with the proclamation of 
the Kingdom, which is now in abeyance. We have no 
vital relation with Him until His resurrection. We, 
too, are accounted as alive in resurrection. We, too, 
are ascended and seated among the celestials in Him 
(Ephesians 2:5-6). Let us conduct ourselves, then, in 
harmony with this. This is our goal.

—	A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
Concordant Commentary on the New Testament 
(Philippians 3:10)

“I come quickly” (Revelation 22:20, KJV)
“I am coming swiftly” (CV)

[To R.L.:] “I am coming swiftly” does not speak to 

how soon Christ is coming – after all that statement is 
nearly 2,000 years old. Rather, His statement relates 
to the fact that when He does come, it will be sud-
denly (“swiftly.”) The concepts of “soon” and “swift” 
are different. 

Prophetically, the event of Christ’s coming will not 
be a long, drawn-out process, but one that will take 
place “swiftly.” This prophetic statement speaks to the 
speed of His actual return, not to its timing chrono-
logically.1

—	Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Topics:
Major [“I Come Quickly”:] Second Coming; Revelation 
22:20; [Our Goal in Relationship to Christ:] Christ’s Earthly 
Ministry

1.	 “… when the right time comes the Lord will come swiftly and 
Christ will be unveiled speedily.” – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965), Un-
searchable Riches, Volume 11 (1919)

I greatly enjoyed the video interview that Clyde and 
Steve did, The Freedom from Sin.1 I don’t think you 
1.	 [Editor:] Video: The Freedom from Sin, The Freedom Journey 

Podcast 12, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. & Steve Martin, YouTube Chan-
nel – Biblical Resources: https://youtu.be/lVRtyy-NMWY

have exactly done an article like it. … There were 
many truths you worded perfectly in it. I had not 
heard them any clearer before, so thank you. – TN 

You folks are true fellow-soldiers in proclaiming the 
truth of God’s Word concerning the mystery of the 
truth for today! We thank God the Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ for saints such as you! We look 
forward to assisting you in any way possible for as 
long as the Lord keeps us here! – SC

Our
Mailbox

(see Mailbox, last page)

https://youtu.be/lVRtyy-NMWY
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Let’s be leery of Evangelical prophetic teaching and not be ignorant about the actual teaching of Scripture. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Most … are not 
ready to be un-

plugged.  And many of 
them are so inured, 

so hopelessly dependent 
on the system, that they 
will fight to protect it.

Morpheus, The Matrix

The Myth of Easter
“The Christian Mythology” Series

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
There are many myths in Christendom. They have managed to master their own form of 
mythology. Easter is an example of such a religious fable.

If Easter is the celebration of the historical fact of our Lord Jesus Christ’s resurrection, then 
why does its date change every year? Historical dates do not fluctuate; but Easter Sunday 
can fall anywhere between March 22 and April 25. Have you ever wondered why?

It is one of the glaring clues that something is seriously wrong with Christendom. The 
Western Christian religion can’t seem to get anything right when it comes to even the 
simplest of Scriptural truths. 

See order form under 
“Clyde Pilkington.”

Have you ever really considered if there is any scriptural basis of Good Friday or Easter Sunrise Services that are so com-
monly observed by the religious community? Additionally, have you ever considered what Easter Rabbits and Easter Eggs 
have to do with the resurrection of Christ or teachings of God’s Word?

Although millions of people are of the opinion that Easter and all of its customs are Christian and originated as a result of 
Christ’s resurrection, it is a historical fact that the observance of Easter long antedates Christianity by centuries.

72 pages

that it opposed any other teaching, but simply set 
forth the positive side. This manuscript I sent to Dr. 
Bullinger, who received it just as he was about to com-
mence a journey by train, so that he had time to read 
it and consider it immediately. I was overjoyed that he 
accepted the new position and wished to publish the 
article in his magazine. Ever after, Things to Come, as 
well as Dr. Bullinger’s other works [i.e., The Founda-
tions of Dispensational Truth, etc.] gave Paul’s latest 
epistles the place supreme in this administration. I 
recite all of this to show how much reason I have to 
rejoice that this important key to the understanding of 
the Scriptures is now finding widespread recognition.

Since many are not familiar with this early study On 
Baptism by Knoch, we thought that both its scriptural 
and historical importance merited its release within 
the pages of the Bible Student’s Notebook.

For the honor of Scripture, correctly partitioned,

Clyde

Topics:
Major: Bullinger, E.W.; Knoch, A.E.; Gelesnoff, Vladimir
Minor: Things to Come magazine; Unsearchable Riches 
magazine

As I was listening to and reading along to Stephen 
Hill’s 3-part BSN series on the Celestial Realm2 … I was 
thoroughly edified. … I was one that Father allowed 
the spirits of darkness to keep duped until Papa 
enlightened the eyes of my heart to the realization of 
His present truth. Having been delivered, if you will, 
from the doctrines of demons, I can bear witness to 
every word in Stephen’s Celestial series. – CA

2.	 [Editor:] The Celestial Realm: Seeing the Unseen (A Study of Our 
Real Enemy), by – Stephen Hill. Part 1 -Article: Bible Student’s 
Notebook 1048 ; Audio: https://youtu.be/CGJMEXgEBwo. Part 
2 - Article: Bible Student’s Notebook 1049; Audio: https://youtu.
be/Lnt4dP9-Qyc: Part 3 - Article: Bible Student’s Notebook 1050; 
Audio: https://youtu.be/kcdxs6j__e4.

Baptism (continued from page 8906) Mailbox (continued from previous page)
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https://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn1048.pdf
https://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn1048.pdf
https://youtu.be/CGJMEXgEBwo
https://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn1049.pdf
https://youtu.be/Lnt4dP9-Qyc
https://youtu.be/Lnt4dP9-Qyc
https://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn1050.pdf
https://youtu.be/kcdxs6j__e4

	_Hlk187119726
	_Hlk153707612
	_Hlk153707612

