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T
he Scriptures plainly tell us that God “is a 
jealous God.” The fact that God can be “jeal-
ous” will focus our thoughts on what and 

how we humans view jealousy.

Trying to compare the jealousy that God exhibits 
and the jealousy of humans simply won’t do when 
we consider our Heavenly Father.

When we exhibit jealous tendencies, we often think 
of one person being zealous about or envious of what 
someone else has, or what they have accomplished. 
In other words, they have something, or some status, 
or position that the jealous person thinks that they 
should have.

Suspicion abounds in the mind of the jealous person 
as to how that other person attained that status, for 
in the envious person’s mind it was not legitimately 
attained.

Webster’s American Dictionary of the English Lan-
guage (1828) gives this summary of the definition of 
jealousy:

Jealousy is awakened by whatever may exalt oth-
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ers, or, give them pleasures and advantages which 
we desire for ourselves.

Rarely are people justified in their envy, because 
there is no reason for the said jealousy, and the end 
result is usually a bitter harvest in their lives.

Yet in English, there is also another definition of 
“jealousy” that is often overlooked.

Vigilant in guarding something (American Heri-
tage Dictionary);

Extremely careful in protecting someone or some-
thing (Cambridge Dictionary);

Carefully watchful; vigilant (Wordsmyth Diction-
ary).

While the former definition from Webster often cor-

God Is a “Jealous” God
Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: God / Unit 6: The Passion of God / Lesson 6: God Is a “Jealous” God
by — Mark D. Vogt (with Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.)

For the Lord, Whose name is Jealous, is a jealous GOD  (Exodus 34:14, KJV).
Yahweh, Jealous is His name; He is a jealous El (CV).
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Allowing religion to run the world has been tried before. It is called the Dark Ages for a reason. – Unattributed
responds to man and his “sins” (or “misses”), this lat-
ter one matches wonderfully the “jealousy” of God.

The word “Jealous” found in Exodus 34:14 is actually 
one of the beautiful names of God.

… Whose name is Jealous …

Both occurrences of “jealous” found in Exodus 34:14 
is the Hebrew word אָּנַק (qannâ'),1 and “in every in-
stance of this word, it is used to describe the charac-
ter of the Lord.”2 Qannâ' is defined as,

One who is protective over someone or some-
thing (Ancient Hebrew Lexicon).

Therefore, since God never “sins” (or “misses”), His 
jealousy is truly a beautiful thing!

God has a passionate, jealous care for what He loves. 
And He loves us! How reassuring – that God is jeal-
ous concerning us.

Throughout Israel’s history there are numerous times 
that the Scriptures tell us that God was jealous over 
Israel because they belonged to Him, and had wan-
dered from Him.

1.	 H7067 (SEC).
2.	 The Complete Word Study Dictionary.

In Exodus (34:14) God warns Israel that they are not 
to bow down to any other god for,

Yahweh, Jealous is His Name; He is a jealous El 
(God) (CV).

Deuteronomy 4:24, in a warning to the Nation, said, 
concerning the making of graven images,

for Yahweh your Elohim, He is a devouring fire, 
a jealous El.

Not only is God jealous over Israel, but He is jealous 
of His Holy Name (Ezekiel 39:25). No one, no false 
god, no being or any entity, should dare even attempt 
to supersede the God of the Universe, for He is the 
One and the only One. Joel 2:18 tells us that God 
shall be jealous for His land. Zechariah 1:14 says,

Thus says Yahweh of hosts: I am jealous for Jeru-
salem, and for Zion with a great jealousy (CV).

All of these things belong to God and to Him alone. 
He is jealous, and rightfully so, for all of these things 
– His Name, His people, His land, His city and every-
thing else – belong to Him and Him alone. And this 
loving passion extends to us!

So, while on the one hand our jealousy can be hurtful 
(see BSC, last page)
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 When you mix the gospels, you don’t have a gospel. – Ken Hicks

Hitherto the gospel had come through the 
Twelve apostles, but Paul (as his name now 
becomes) did not receive his gospel from 
them, nor from any man, but by revelation 
from Christ Himself (Galatians 1:11-12).

And not only so, but the time also was re-
vealed to him when he should make it known 

to the Twelve. This he did separately, first of all to 
those of reputation, lest a conference should be fatal 
to his cause. And those who seemed to be of note did 
not add anything to him, but rather, when they saw 
that the gospel of the Uncircumcision had been com-
mitted unto Paul, as the gospel of the Circumcision 
had been to Peter, they gave to him and Barnabas the 
right hand of fellowship. They would confine them-
selves to the Circumcision, while Paul and Barnabas 
went to the Nations (Galatians 2:2-9).

Paul’s account of this ministry is found set forth in 
Romans 15:8-21. The doctrine which characterizes 
it is justification by faith apart from works of any 
kind. This teaching is fully opened up in the first four 
chapters of his letter to the Romans, that to the Ga-
latians, and his first letter to Timothy. Paul calls it (in 
contrast to the other apostles) “my” gospel (Romans 
2:16; 16:25; I Corinthians 4:15; 15:1; II Corinthians 
11:4; I Thessalonians 1:5; II Timothy 2:8).

While it is not the fulfillment of the promises God 
had made, it is in perfect accordance with the pro-
phetic utterances concerning blessing to the nations 
with His people Israel (Romans 15:9-12, “according 
as”). In it the Jew is first, and the nations get a sec-
ondary place. This accounts for the statements found 
in Romans 1:16; 2:9-10; 3:29-30. Mercy to the na-
tions was to accompany the blessing of Israel: “Re-

F
or clearness’ sake we have entirely omit-
ted the consideration of our subject as 
set forth in connection with the min-

istry of the apostle Paul. Still, it is important to 
distinguish the apostle Paul from the Twelve, 
who had been with the Lord on Earth. When 
one was to be chosen to supply Judas’ empty 
place, the qualification was one who had com-
panied with Him from John’s baptism onward 
(Acts 1:21-22). Paul had seen the Lord from Heaven 
after His ascension, but was not qualified to have a 
part in the ministry of the Twelve. They preached re-
pentance and baptism; he proclaimed faith.1

The Book of Acts is divided into two parts by these 
two ministries. The incidents of the first half seem to 
be repeated in the second. Whatever miracle Peter 
wrought, Paul did the same. Compare:

Acts 3:1 with 14:8.
Acts 9:34 with 28:8.
Acts 9:36 with 20:9.
Acts 5:15 with 19:11,12.
Acts 10 with 9:3-12; 16:9; 18:9; 22:18; 23:11; 27:23.
Acts 12:7 with 16:26, etc.

Paul wrote to the Galatians,

For He Who operates in Peter for the apostleship 
of the Circumcision, operates in me also for the 
nations,” (2:8). 

This distinction is clearly marked in Acts 13:2, 

Sever by all means to Me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.

1.	 Parts 1-3: BSN 1060, 1061, 1063.

A Study on BaptismA Study on Baptism
or,

From Infancy to Maturity in Christ
Part 4 of 81

The Transition
(Baptism in the Pentecostal Era)

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

https://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn1060.pdf
https://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn1061.pdf
https://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn1063.pdf
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God is a God of passion, and His passion is an intensely wonderful and beautiful thing. – Mark D. Vogt




joice ye nations with His people.” There is no hint that 
this ministry and grace exhausts such Scriptures. In-
deed, they await their fulfillment in the Lord’s Day; 
but the grace dispensed is in perfect harmony with 
the revealed counsels of God (Romans 15:9).

When Israel failed, and it seemed that the counsels 
of mercy for the nations would also fail, then God 
sends His Son in glory to turn Saul of Tarsus, His 
bitterest enemy, to work His purposes of grace (Ga-
latians 1:15-16; Acts 9:1-18). This was at once the 
pledge and type of Israel’s future conversion.

Peter had said that the Heavens must receive the Mes-
siah until the times of the restoration of all things (Acts 
3:21). While this remains true of the things spoken by 
the prophets, still, in a very real sense, He came forth 
from Heaven and arrested Saul. When He comes to Is-
rael He will come in glory (Titus 2:13; I Peter 1:7; Mat-
thew 25:31); so He came to Saul. The nation will get a 
sight of Him (Zechariah 12:10; Revelation 1:7); so did 
Saul. They will be born at once (Isaiah 66:8); so was Saul 
(I Corinthians 15:8). They will become a priest-nation; 
so Saul offers up the Gentiles to God (Romans 15).

But Saul’s birth and the glorious manifestation were 
all, from one point of view, premature. Hence, he says 
he was “as if a premature birth’’ (I Corinthians 15:8). 
Its full maturity and future fulfillment awaits the Day 
of the Lord, of which the prophets have written.

What is manifest is this: God has not been balked by 
the failure of Israel. Had they been obedient (as hu-
man calculations go), then they would have been the 
channel of blessing to the nations (Acts 3:19-21). But 
since they will not even have His blessing for them-
selves, God takes one man, His most malignant en-

emy, and uses him to do the work which Israel should 
have done. Paul takes their place. All that will fit them 
for it has been true of him in spirit (I Timothy 1:11). 
For him the Lord has already come in glory, and His 
priestly ministry among the nations is after the style 
of that ministry which will be fulfilled by Israel in the 
Day of the Lord (Romans 15:16; Revelation 1:6; I Peter 
2:9; Revelation 20:6). It was for the nations, in spirit, as 
though they were already blessed with faithful Israel.

In connection with this ministry, baptism in water 
still obtained (I Corinthians 1:14-16); but, like the 
case of Cornelius, the spirit baptism preceded and 
ruled the fleshly rite. All were baptized in spirit. Only 
such as had undergone spirit baptism were eligible to 
water baptism (Acts 15:8; Romans 5:5). In connec-
tion with the ministry of the Twelve, all were bap-
tized in water; but not all in spirit. Now this was re-
versed. All were baptized in spirit, but not all in water.

The Titles of Christ in 
Connection with Baptism

Volumes of precious truth cluster around the names 
and titles of our Lord, or Master, Jesus Christ. To un-
derstand baptism in its various administrations, we 
will need to notice how His titles are used in con-
nection with it. Kurios is translated “Lord” as a rule. 
Ephesians 6:5 shows that the title means master. We 
have used the latter as a synonym for “Lord.” Like-
wise, Christos is generally transliterated “Christ.” It 
means Anointed. “Messiah” is its Hebrew equivalent.

John’s and Peter’s Baptisms

John baptized into the name of “the Lord Jesus” (Acts 
19:5). It was in view of the personal presence of the 

Water Baptism
A Compilation

This work answers the question as to whether or not water baptism is 
a part of this current dispensation. Nine chapters from the following 
authors: Oscar M. Baker, Denis Durham, Stephen Hill, Richard Jordan, 
Kenneth J. Morgan, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Ike T. Sidebottom.

94 pages See order form under “Compilations.”

http://www.studyshelf.com/compilations.htm#2909
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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God never has mood swings; neither do His emotions ever cloud His judgment or His actions. – Clyde Pilkington




Master on Earth, to prepare a people for Him. Those 
who owned the Man “Jesus” as their Master (Lord) 
were his disciples.

Peter and the twelve baptized Israelites unto the 
name of “Jesus” (Acts 2:38), the name associated 
with His humiliation and shame. The emphasis here 
is that the man “Jesus” Whom they had crucified and 
rejected – He was the Messiah. To be identified with 
Him was the object of that baptism.

But the Samaritans had no part in the Messiah; that 
was reserved for the priest-nation alone. Jews alone 
were to be associated with Him in His anointing. To 
the Samaritans the Messiah sustained the relation 
of Master. But when on Earth the Master had been 
among them as a man known as “Jesus,” and so they 
were fittingly baptized unto the name and title “the 
Lord Jesus” (Acts 8:16).

The proselytes of the nations, as shown in the repre-
sentative case of Cornelius, were admitted into full fel-
lowship with Israel by virtue of their reception of the 
spirit before baptism. Our Lord Himself, speaking of 
the proselyte centurion of Capernaum (Luke 7:2-10) 
said of him, “Not even in Israel found I so much faith!” 
So they were baptized in the name of “Jesus Christ.”

Thus, while baptism united these three classes in one, 
it was a compound unity. Just as the space surround-
ing the temple was one, yet divided into various 
courts, so the Jews, the Samaritans, and the na-

tions were united and yet preserved their distinctness.

Paul’s Baptism

When we come to the baptism under Paul’s ministry 
there is a change. The same name and title are used which 
Peter employs for Israelites (Paul’s and Peter’s “acts” al-
ways seem to have some point of correspondence), but 
the order is inverse. Peter used “Jesus Christ.” Paul used 
“Christ” (Galatians 3:27), or “Christ Jesus” (Romans 6:3, 
according to the Received Text, and RV).

The same as to words, yet widely different as to em-
phasis. To the Jews, the great question which their 
baptism answered was that “Jesus” – the lowly, de-
spised crucified One – was the Messiah. Their bap-
tism was a confession of this.

But with the nations the circumstances were entirely 
different. Even as their apostle had known Him only 
after He was glorified, so they acknowledged Him by 
the title of His glory – “Christ,” or “the Anointed” – 
and to identify this glorious One with the lowly Man 
of Calvary, they added His name, “Jesus.”

As their baptism identified them with Him in this 
new and glorious resurrection sphere it attained a 
vastly greater force and significance than it previous-
ly held. It spoke to them of His baptism on the cross 
for their sins, and made them one with Him in His 
death. But it could not stop there, for He was risen. 
They, too, were raised in Him. He lived a new, a resur-
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Our belief or understanding of something does not change the reality of that something. – Darson Buckner




rection life. And so they, too, in Christ Jesus, the Glo-
rious One, had a life beyond the grave, beyond the 
reach of death. This life is eonian, and has its coun-
terpart in the kingdom age, when the nations that 
believe on Him will be blessed with life (John 11:26).

Thus, we see that the apostles did not vary the formula 
used in baptism because of ignorance or carelessness, 
but always chose that which was appropriate to the cir-
cumstances. They showed the most acute discrimina-
tion. It is evident from this that their non-use of the 
formula at the end of Matthew’s account was dictated 
by an intelligent grasp of the fact that it was not intend-
ed to be used until the kingdom had been inaugurated, 
as is assumed by the Lord when He gave it to them.

Here we near the summit of the “teaching of baptisms” 
(Hebrews 6:2). God marvelously develops the simple 
cleansing of the flesh into a rich and fruitful rite. It 
speaks of purification indeed, but not of the flesh. By 
His baptism on the cross there is cleansing from ev-
ery defilement. This is the cleansing that sanctifies and 
makes meet, that fits for the fellowship of God.

As we have seen, then, Israel’s failure does not hinder 
the blessing of the nations. They are not fulfilled, it 
is true, as they will yet be in due time; but they are 
transferred in part to a different moral sphere, and 
thus receive enrichment. Eonian life they have, but 
not on Earth. They can draw nigh to God, but not, 
at Jerusalem, through Israel. The Apostle Paul takes 
Israel’s priestly place and offers for the nations (Ro-
mans 15:16, leitourgos, “acting as a priest”).

Baptism in water still obtains, no longer after the 
tabernacle type, but after the temple system. But it is 

ruled by the baptism of spirit.

But the time came when the apostle had completed 
the evangel of Christ (Romans 15:19-23). And so, in 
Acts 19:21 we read,

Now as these things were fulfilled, Paul pur-
posed in spirit, passing through Macedonia and 
Achaia, to go to Jerusalem saying that, “After my 
coming to be there I must see Rome, also.”

This is a crisis of extreme interest to the saints of God of 
the present economy. At this juncture the apostle wrote 
the epistles to the Romans and Corinthians. In these 
epistles this transitionary period is clearly marked (Ro-
mans 15; I Corinthians 13:10-13; II Corinthians 5:16). 
We are permitted to see him look back on the ministry 
which was “ended,” and to look forward to perfection. 
Hitherto he had known Christ according to the flesh; 
henceforth he would know Him so no longer. He speaks 
of observing by means of a mirror, but then of future vi-
sion face to face. He speaks of knowing “out of an install-
ment,” but of a perfection which would do away with any 
further revelation (I Corinthians 13:9-10, 12).

In another passage he speaks of being caught away to 
the third Heaven, and having heard words which it 
is not expedient to utter. John, in his Patmos vision, 
speaks indeed of a New Heaven as well as a New Earth 
(Revelation 21), but, while he details the blessings of 
this nether sphere, he merely records the fact of the 
New Heaven, and does not enter there as Paul did.

From II Peter 3:6-7 we learn that the Heavens which 
are now are the second. Hence, the one seen by John 
is the third. This third Heaven, then, was the sub-
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Your sins, as much as they grieve you, were written into the story by the same God Who delights in you. – Steve Martin

It is a sad fact 
that every advance 

in truth,  every gain 
in knowledge, has 

the tendency to inflate 
us and make us place 

ourselves in a 
class apart.

A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

BSC (continued from page 8943)

and destructive, God’s jealousy is completely warrant-
ed and understandable in light of the fact that He is 
God and He is the Owner, Sustainer and Lover of all.

Behold, the Heaven and the Heaven of Heavens 
is the Lord’s thy God, the Earth also, with all 
that therein is (Deuteronomy 10:14, KJV).

Behold, to Yahweh your Elohim belong the 
Heavens and the Heavens of the Heavens, the 
Earth and all that is in it (CV).

In Ezekiel 36:5 we read of the prophet describing to 
the reader about the passionate “fire of My jealousy” 
(CV). Speaking of the latter times in Ezekiel 38:19, 
the prophet says of God,

… that My fury shall ascend in My anger and in 
My jealousy. I speak in the fire of My rage (CV).

Zephaniah 1:18 and 3:8 also refer to the passionate 
fire of His jealousy.

Is God a jealous God? Absolutely He is! He is jealous 
or zealous of all that is His (which is everything). Yet, 
in this jealousy, God is love, and His love “rules the 
day.” His fiery passion of jealousy is not against us, 
but for us!

What then are we to say about these things? If 
God is for us, who is against us? (Romans 8:31, 
HCSB).

All of God’s passion and jealousy come forth from His 
all-encompassing heart of love. The passion and jeal-
ousy that is God’s have as their goal His glory and our 
benefit.

Thus, well did Paul say of those believers whom he 
passionately loved,

for I am jealous over you with a jealousy of God. 
… (II Corinthians 11:2, CV).
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ject of Paul’s visions (II Corinthians 12:2). It is at this 
juncture, too, that he shows that,

… if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; 
the primitive passed by. Lo! there has come new! 
Yet all is of God … (II Corinthians 5:17-18).

(edited)
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