
Bible Student’s NotebookBible Student’s Notebook™

The Herald of His GraceThe Herald of His Grace
Volume 43
Issue 1072Presenting every manevery man mature in Christ Jesus.  Colossians 1:28



God Before Creation ~ God Alone (Bible 
Student’s Courses)............................................8997

All Is Out of God (Bible Student’s Courses)... 9000
All Is Through God (Bible Student’s Courses)... 9001
All Is To God (Bible Student’s Courses).............. 9002
Our Mailbox............................................................ 9003
Of God (poem)........................................................9004

I’m sure all of us have, at least one time 
or another, gone out on a clear 
and starry night and peered up 

into the heavens with wonderment at the 
magnificent creation that God has made. 
While looking up, one begins to realize that 
the unaided human eye can see only a small 
fraction of the stars that are contained in the 
Universe. Possibly then we might begin to con-
template the vast distances between the stars, and 
even between the planets, in our own solar system.

Astronomical distances are measured in light-years 
(the time it takes light to travel in one year, with light 
traveling at 186,000 miles per second) instead of miles 
because of these great distances. The farthest observed 
star in the universe is 9 BILLION light years away from 
the Earth.

Starting to feel insignificant?

Daniel 4:35 should clear any doubt about that.

All the inhabitants of the Earth are reputed as 
nothing.

Now, when you have processed that, try to imagine 
what things were like before all of that came into being 

Before creation, only God existed – perfectly complete......8997
God Created Everything From Himself..............................................8999

Greater creations are still coming........................................................8999

Key Points:Key Points:

and it was just God and Him alone. That is an 
almost impossible task, for we are such finite 

creatures, and have such infinitely ignorant 
and feeble minds. We would know nothing if 
it weren’t for God telling us what we should 
know about Him and the Universe.

Have you ever contemplated how many stars 
there are in the universe? Isaiah 40:26 tells us 

that God created all of these stars, and that He called 
them all by their names (Psalm 147:4).

Now that you have had some time to try to compre-
hend all of this, the need now is to go back and try 
to answer the question that was raised before, that is, 
what was it like before God created it all, when it was 
just God and Him alone?

What was God doing, what was He thinking, what was 
His desire before He created?

God Before Creation God Before Creation ~ ~ God AloneGod Alone
Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: God / Unit 7: The Divine Cycle / Lesson 2: God Before Creation (God Alone)
by — Mark D. Vogt

For out of Him, and through Him, and to Him is all … (Romans 11:36, BSV).
Click here to listen 
to this article

(continued on page 8999)
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The true God of Scripture is revealed as being “the happy God”! – Clyde Pilkington

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they are not meant to imply finality on any subject discussed, 
or that further research would not add further light from the 
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Love doesn’t manipulate. Love doesn’t say, “Do what I say, or I’ll burn you forever.” – Steve Martin
The Scriptures give us very little insight as to what God 
was doing before creation, but we do know that at some 
point He created what we now see and experience as 
our Universe, so we know that there was a great pur-
pose in His creation.

We can also see and read about His Plan or His Lo-
gos.

In the beginning was the Word [Logos], and the 
Word [Logos] was toward God, and God was the 
Word [Logos]. This [i.e., the Logos] was in the be-
ginning toward God. All came into being through 
it [i.e., the Logos], and apart from it [i.e., the Lo-
gos] not even one thing came into being which has 
come into being (John 1:1-3, CV).

This is a comprehensive statement regarding God and 
His creation. Again, referring to Romans 11:36, we find 
that, all is out of God, all is through God, and all is to 
Him. Therefore, we see that God did not create things 
ex-nihilo, meaning out of nothing, as is so often pro-
mulgated by religion, but rather He created all things 
out of Himself. All was in Him –every planet, star, 
mountain, river, human being, animal, whale, celestial 
being, idea, emotion, intelligence of any kind, painting, 
sculpture, music, engineering principal – well, you get 
the idea. All, without exception, is from within God 
Himself.

Obviously, God loves to create, and He loves what 
He creates. He loves doing it, and He loves the result 
of those creative forces being manifested in His cre-

ation.

You shall call, and I shall answer; You shall long 
for the work of Your hands (Job 14:15).

What we see is only the beginning of His creation, 
for at the Consummation God will unleash a flurry 
of creative activity which will never diminish nor 
cease, in that future we sometimes refer to as “eter-
nity.”

Lo! New am I making all (Revelation 21:5).

Imagine the energy1 that God possesses in order to ac-
complish these things! We are all along for the ride, 
and some of us will directly participate in the outwork-
ing of His Logos in the future.

Glorious times are ahead!

Topics:
Major: God; Energy; ἐνεργέω (energeō), G1754
Minor: Creation; Divine Cycle

1.	 The effectual, operative power of God is expressed by the Greek 
word ἐνεργέω (energeō), which is G1754 (SEC), from which we 
get our English word “energy.” Energeō is found, for example, in 
Ephesians 1:11,

In Him in Whom our lot was cast also, being designated 
beforehand according to the purpose of the One Who is 
operating [energeō] all in accord with the counsel of His 
will (CV).

Where the Concordant Version here translates energeō as “op-
erating,” (as does the Emphatic Diaglott), Rotherham’s Empha-
sized Bible and the Exegesis Bible render it “energizes.” 

Energeō is tied to both God’s absolute sovereignty and His indis-
pensable imminence. It is God Who is the Divine Energy that per-
vades His entire Universe. According, to Ephesians 1:11, God Himself 
is the energizing force of “all in accord with the counsel of His will.”

The Creation of Evil, Sin and Satan
(A Compilation)

The truth laid forth in this work should help us greatly in our dealings 
with others, especially those who have failed in some way which may 
bring dishonor on His Name, or cannot accept His truth, or even oppose 
it and us, especially mature teachings such as is put forth in the pages of 
this book. It contains 19 authors, 49 works, spanning 150 years. Authors 
include: Arthur P. Adams, E.W. Bullinger, Alan Burns, Edward Clayton, 
John Essex, H.W. Fry, Vladimir Gelesnoff, Norman P. Grubb, Donald G. 
Hayter, A.E. Knoch, William Mealand, André Piet, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., 
Ray Van Dyke, William H. Walker, and James Webb.

302 pages

See order form under 
“Compilations.”

bsn
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 Created beings who think they are sovereign and self-operating are living in a temporary benevolent delusion. – Jeff Bohlender

Origin:
All Out of God

Out of Him … is all.

God is Elohim, meaning that He is the Origi-
nator of “all.”

In the beginning Elohim created … (Genesis 1:1).

Since there was once nothing but God, then of course 
“all” is “out of Him.” He created the entire Universe and 
everything in it out of Himself. Everything is out of Him.

That all is out of God is the first principle. We must 
learn this first if we will truly learn anything else of true 
substance. We must start our doctrine with God, for He 
is the source of everything.

If God is not the starting place of our understanding, 
and we instead begin with ourselves, we will end up 
humanistic and evolutionary; we will be man-centered 
and world-conscious, placing our focus on the relative 
aspect of life.

If, however, our starting place is with God we will be 
God-centered and God-conscious, having our focus 
firmly anchored in the absolute aspect of life.

Some have no trouble with everything coming out of 
God, if it is restricted to His initial creation – the moon, 
the stars, the world, etc. – but when they get past that 
initial creation they quickly become humanistic and 
evolutionary in their thinking. To them, “all” is out of 
God in creation, but quickly things change and now 
somehow all comes out of man.

To emphasize the truth of Romans 11:36 more point-
edly, let us misquote it:

All Is OAll Is Outut of God of God
Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: GOD / Unit 7 - The Divine Cycle / Lesson 3 - All Is Out of God
by — Clyde Pilkington

For out of Him, and through Him, and to Him is all … (Romans 11:36, BSV).

Out of Him, and through Him, and to Him are 
some things.

The verse does not end with “some things,” but 
“all things” (KJV). Yet even the word “things,” 
that has been added by many English transla-

tions such as the KJV, is not the rendering of a 
separate Greek word. Thus, accurately, the Con-

cordant Literal Version simply renders it “all.” 

… out of Him and through Him and for Him is all 
… (CV).

Therefore, God is the origin of “all.” Absolutely noth-
ing is excluded from God’s meticulous design and pur-
pose. Nothing.

All is out of God!

Topics:
Major: Divine Cycle; God; Originator; Sovereignty
Minor: Creation; Elohim

bsn

Click here to listen 
to this article

The Short Works of 
William B. Hallman
by — William B. Hallman 
(1903-1985)

110 pages (See order form 
under “Hallman.”)

Contents: Complete in Christ; 
Flowers and Birds of the Bible; From Guilt to Glory 
through Grace; A Study of the Book of Ruth; In the 
Heavenlies (Ephesians); Introduction to the Psalms; 
The Lord’s Prayer: It’s Historical Place and Dispen-
sational Purpose; A Metaphor of the Mystery: The 
Body of Christ; Satan’s Greatest Surprise; The Un-
searchable Riches of Christ in the Dispensation of the 
Secret; The Uniqueness of Our Calling. 

https://www.studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1072-BSC1-7-3.mp3
http://www.studyshelf.com/hallman.htm#1506
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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God manifests His passions and emotions out of His omniscient sovereignty. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




 

Bible Student’s Courses
Training today’s ecclesia

 for tomorrow’s celestial assignments.
A concise, progressive curriculum, designed to address the many gaps in 
Scripture education, assisting believers in acquiring the necessary comprehen-
sion to transition from old religious paradigms toward a true biblical frame-
work of understanding.

This curriculum is available through eBook courses, or as print material. Each course 

Course 1, God: Units 1-5
The first 5 units of course 1. 5-Unit Set, with Unit Resources and Quiz links, 52 lessons, 279 pages, 
paperback only:
Unit 1, An Introduction
Unit 2, The Sovereignty of God

Unit 3, The Love of God
Unit 4, God as Father

Unit 5, The Attributes of God.

is divided into units containing detailed multimedia resources, with each individual lesson providing 
quizzes, allowing students to test their knowledge as well as providing documentation for recognition 
of completion.

See order form.

All Is All Is ThroughThrough God God
Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: GOD / Unit 7: The Divine Cycle / Lesson 4: All Is Through God
by — Clyde Pilkington

For out of Him, and through Him,through Him, and to Him is allall … (Romans 11:36, BSV).

Channel:
All Through God

Out of Him … is all

“All” is not just “out of Him,” “all” is also “through Him” 
as well. This speaks to the channel of everything – to the 
course of continued action – down to the minute details.

Everything happens through Him (Romans 11:36, 
MSG).

The Greek word for “God” is Theos, meaning that He 
is the Placer; while the Hebrew word for “God” is El. 
meaning that He is the Subjector. What this means is 
that God has placed “all” where they are in His cre-
ation, and He has subjected them “all” to the conditions 
and circumstances in which they find themselves. “All” 
have their course in God; He is behind absolutely all of 

the circumstances and movements of His creation.

… the One Who is operating all in accord with the 
counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11, CV).

God is the Operator of all. “All” are right where God 
placed them (for He is Theos, the Placer); “all” are sub-
ject to the conditions in which they find themselves 
(for He is El, the Subjector); and “all” remain subjected 
where they are until He places them elsewhere.

For in Him we live, and move, and have our being 
… (Acts 17:28, KJV).

For in Him we are living and moving and are 
(CV).

Topics:
Major: God; Sovereignty
Minor: Placer; Subjector

Click here to listen 
to this article

bsn
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God truly “delights in mercy” (Micah 7:18). – Mark D. Vogt




All Is All Is ToTo God God
Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: GOD / Unit 7: The Divine Cycle / Lesson 5: All Is To God
by — Clyde Pilkington

For out of Him, and through Him,through Him, and to Him is allall … (Romans 11:36, BSV).

Consummation:
All to God

to Him … is all.

“All” is not just “out of Him,” nor is “all” simply “through 
Him,” but “all” is also assuredly on a certain journey 
back “to Him” as well. This speaks to the destination of 
everything – to its Divine Conclusion.

It is a deep reality, as will be seen in the literal ren-
dering of the original, which reads “all is into Him” 
(Romans 11:36). — M. Jaegle

Observe how translations render this final truth of Ro-
mans 11:36.

Everything ends up in Him (MSG).

All ends in Him (MNT).

In Him everything ends (GNT).

To Him, their consummation (WAY).

Herein lies the grand truth that “all” of God’s creation 
will be reconciled back to Himself – “all … in Earth” 
and “all … in Heaven” (Colossians 1:20). God will leave 
no corner of His vast and wonderful Universe outside 
of His unfailing love.

That in the dispensation of the fullness of times He 
might gather together in One all things in Christ, 
both which are in Heaven, and which are on 
Earth; even in Him (Ephesians 1:10).

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in Heaven, and things in Earth, and things 
under the Earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father (Philippians 2:10-11).

This reconciliation is truly total and universal! No part 
of God’s creation will be left out. Nothing will be left 
alienated or unreconciled to God. All will return to 
Him, remaining always in complete harmony with its 
Source. There will be an entire, universal “restoration 
of all things,”

… that God may be All in all (I Corinthians 

Click here to listen 
to this article

`
A facsimile reprint is a photographic duplicate of the original work. We 
dedicate a large amount of time and resources to acquire and preserve 
original material, the age and condition of which have a direct effect on 
the outcome of our reproductions. Like the books on which we base our 
reprints, our copies may contain imperfections such as printing errors 
and flaws, as well as user markings, notations and underlining. However, 
we believe that these works are important enough to make available as 

part of our dedication in protecting, preserving and promoting valuable historical Scripture study resources. Per-
haps not unlike many of the books that we re-typeset, we may not always be in full agreement with their contents. 
Visit our growing selection at:

http://www.studyshelf.com/facsimile.htm

Facsimile Project

https://www.studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1072-BSC1-7-5.mp3
http://www.studyshelf.com/facsimile.htm
http://www.studyshelf.com/facsimile.htm
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I give up on the hope that things could have been different; I give God the glory because He is in control. – Mike Owens




(see Mailbox, next page)

Mark and his wife Karyl grew up in Altoona PA, attending a church that placed 
emphasis on Paul’s unique message, under the ministry of Henry Kulp, associ-
ated with J.C. O’Hair (1876-1958), Charles F. Baker (1905-1994), and C.R. Stam 
(1909-2003).

An Evening with Mark D. Vogt

64 pages

See order form 
under “Other 

Authors.”

After an extensive military career as a Marine pilot stationed in Pensacola, FL, 
Mark had a career as a private pilot, as well as pastoring a “Grace Movement” 
church himself, in Williamsport PA.

Since 2020, Mark has been Associate Editor of the Bible Student’s Notebook. He 
also serves as the Director of Curriculum for Bible Student’s Courses.

15:21-28).

Don’t be discouraged when you look around you. 
What you see is not the end of God’s plan and purpose. 
What you see is not the finished product of God. You 
are not now observing the destination, but only a very 
small part of the journey toward the destination. God 
is actively at work in His entire creation, and in every 
circumstance, with the sure goal of masterfully bring-
ing all things, in complete fulfillment, back to Himself.

Romans 11:36 is a foundational gateway to Divine 
Orientation. A true understanding of the truth of this 
verse will facilitate a spiritual disposition toward God 

and toward all of His creation, as well as all of the cir-
cumstances of life – all of them, without one single ex-
ception.

Thus, the Divine Cycle begins with God, operates com-
pletely through God, and ends perfectly back to and in 
God.

For out of Him, and through Him, and to Him are 
all: to Whom be glory for the ages. Amen (BSV).

Topics:
Major: Consummation; Divine Cycle; God; Sovereignty
Minor: Reconciliation

I just finished your book Divine Lockup. Wow, what a 
read! One of the best books, if not the best, that I’ve 
read to date. Such a blessing to examine the content 
that you’ve assembled in this little titan of a book!

I couldn’t put it down.  I so enjoyed and applauded 
the etymology, and the fact that you took the time 
to insert what you learned about key words from the 
original Greek text. Plus comparing the verses with 
other English Bible versions. In doing so, it so cements 

the thoughts and meaning that are communicated in 
the verses that were used!

Your work here has clarified and emancipated me 
from some previous bad doctrine (baggage) that I’ve 
drug around for many years now, but didn’t know 
what to do with because of lack of pieces to complete 
the puzzle.

What you’ve done in this tidy little book by 
categorizing the four subjects of Unbelief, Sin, 
Vanity and Corruption was to unequivocally guide 
the reader to the “for certain” freedom that we have 
in Christ! All of it was very well arranged, as well as 
the Scriptures used, to substantiate the point being 
made! I so appreciate you sharing those, and the time 
it took. What a gold mine!

bsn
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It is notable that Paul never engages our attention with the life of Christ while on Earth. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

Mailbox (continued from previous page)

bsn

… A man’s life 
consists not in 

the abundance of 
the things which 

he possesses.
(Luke 12:15)

This is a brief look at our place in God’s plan: one that pre-dates “the disruption of 
the world” (Ephesians 1:4).

See order form under “Clyde Pilkington.”

Prehistoric Creatures:
Chosen in Christ Before the Disruption of the World

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

37 pages

Of GodOf God
A Poem, by — Darson Buckner

Of God came all the living
and all that’s living not. 

All that one can think of, 
He made the entire lot. 

All is out of God, my friend, 
even space and time. 

Ev’ry good thing done today,
and each and ev’ry crime. 

Back to Him all things go, 
for from Him they did come. 

Nowhere that I look I find
where He just wants back “some.” 

Ev’ry minute and ev’ry hour
of your life and of mine. 

Each second is accounted for, 
He holds the keys to time.

When we go down into the grave, 
what happens to us then?

Is that just the end of us, 
will we see life again?

We should not be too worried 
about the afterlife. 

We bring Him so much joy now, 
even with the strife.

Ev’ry one of us brings Him pleasure, 
in this life and the next. 

This fact is made very clear, 
it says so in the Text. 

All is from Him, all is through Him 
and all is back to Him. 

Our worries are unfounded, 
sung in our favorite hymn.  bsn

Click here to listen 
to this article

Christendom fails to understand that our lives are 
clearly not about performing to please God. So glad 
I’m off that treadmill! Thankfully, we are not the ones 
under the Law, Israel was!

I so loved this part: “Released from Failure” (pages 
22-23), especially the following: “While the believer 
still fails (sins), his victory lies elsewhere. It is firmly 
rooted in Christ’s perfection, and in the knowledge 
of the fact that human failings are all part of God’s 
grander purpose and that it has no bearing on our 
standing before, and relationship to God.” – NE
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