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For out of Him, cnd through Him, and to Him 13 all ... (Romans 11:36, BSV).

Key Points:
Everything originates from God — not some things, not MNENEL i .9007
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“OUT”

All is out of God. This simple yet profound |
statement of Romans 11:36, that is further [
enhanced when II Corinthians 5:18 is taken 1 '
into consideration, is perhaps the most com- \‘_' r
prehensive verse in God’s Word. L

Yet all is of God, Who conciliates us to Himself
through Christ, and is giving us the dispensation
of the conciliation (II Corinthians 5:18, CV).

He possesses ALL wisdom, ALL knowledge, and ALL

sovereignty, and hence “ALL is of God.” “All” thus means
everything, no matter what!

This should seem simple and profound to one who
actually believes God’s Word, but in the eyes of the
religious system ‘all” cannot really mean ‘all,” for “all”
doesn’t leave any wiggle room for humanity’s supposed
“free will,” the imaginary “fall” of Satan, and the ficti-
tious “eternal conscious torment” of the unbeliever.

“All” means the entire physical creation - all of the
thoughts of every being in God’s Universe, all second-
ary creative forces in His Universe, and anything else
our feeble minds could think of.

5 N

.

oes anyone, after thinking about it long and
hard, really believe that we exist in a Universe
that is running its course in randomness and
chance, and that God simply is hanging on
| and hoping for the best? If that is the case,
then He is not much of a God, and certainly
not one to warrant praise and worship. If this
is the reality, then none of His promises are
sure, and we of all people would be most miser-

able. Thanks be to God that this is not the case - for
‘ALL is out of Him.”

“THROUGH”

“All” is out of God, but “all”is “through Him” as well.

(continued on page 9007)
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It is the utter fallacy of men to think that they can solve world problems through their particular brand of politics. — André Sneidar
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The “god” of religion is desperately trying to regain control of his lost universe. — Clyde Pilkington

So, what exactly does that mean? The actual under-
standing of this is not hard for those who actually be-
lieve the record that God has given us. The issue is that
most don't believe this because it infringes on their
doctrine of “free will” Most people cannot give up their
imagined autonomy.

People who believe in “free will” bring down God
from His lofty position, while at the same time elevat-
ing mankind. The product of this is to make mankind
think that they are in control and able to run their own
lives.

This type of thinking is blatantly self-centered and self-
serving. Imagine if there were actually eight billion plus
little deities running about doing “their own thing” If
one would sit and think about the ramifications of such
an idea, a person could quite easily conclude that sup-
posed “free will” is not only contrary to Scripture, but
is totally illogical.

Therefore, if human “free will” is a vain concept, then
all of the deciding that goes on is done by the only One
Who truly has free will and knows what He is doing,
and that is none other than God our Father.

So, then we come to the question, What does it mean
when Scripture says that “all is through Him™?

The deist believes that God started it all, but is now sit-
ting back and taking a “hands off” approach and is ob-
serving how humanity handles everything, waiting to
see how it will all turn out. This is just another fanciful

way of believing that creation has “free will”

Yet, this is not the truth. “All” is working “through Him”
in order for God’s Master Plan (Logos) to reach frui-
tion:

Declaring the end from the beginning, and from
ancient times the things that are not yet done,
saying, “My counsel shall stand, and I will do
all My pleasure” (Isaiah 46:10, KJV).

“TO”

God has a glorious Plan, and that Plan came out of
Him (not ex-nihilo, or out of nothing, as many seem to
think). All came out of Him, all is through Him, and all
is going back to Him or for Him.

Think of it in terms of a manufacturing plant that takes
raw materials to process a finished product. That is
what God is doing. He produces the raw materials (“all
is out of Him”), then He takes it through the refining
process (‘all is through Him”), and then the finished
product will return back to Him (“all is to Him”).

God has never taken a “hands off” approach with His
Universe, for He is fully invested in the entire process,
and intends to see it through to an utter and glorious
ending, all of which is not really an ending, but a new
beginning.

What is clear is that God’s Plan (Romans 11:36) is the
prelude to something so big, and so wonderful, that at

(see BSC 1-7-6, last page)
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The Bible says that Adam’s sin brought death (Romans 5:12), not eternal torture. — Steve Martin

T he God Who Created Evil

Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: GOD / Unit 7 - The Divine Cycle / Lesson 7 - The God Who Created Evil
by — Mark D. Vogt

For out of Him, cond through Him, cnd to Him i3 all ... (Romans 11:36, BSV).

Click here to listen
to this article

Key Pomts:
God created evil — ON PUIPOSE. ... 9008 Sin and evil are temporary tOOlSs. ... 9008
Evil exists to provide CONtrast. .......coovcovmrreermnrreernnneeesssenseeene. 9008 No guilt in the end—only glory. ...cecccvvvnncc... 9010

ince we believe Romans 11:36, then scripturally
Swe should see no problem in assigning to God,

the Source of all, even the creation of evil.
However, isn't that just too radical? Surely God cannot
be linked in any manner or form with anything associ-
ated with evil.

Nonetheless, the most obvious declaration of Scripture
concerning this is found in Isaiah 45:6-7. It is not a mere
hint, or a subtle suggestion. It is a profound declaration.

That they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one apart from
Me; 1 am Yahweh, and there is no other. Former of
light and Creator of darkness, maker of good and
Creator of evil, I Yahweh, make all these things

(CV).

The question that should be asked then, is why would
God make this statement if this wasn't true?

Yet, since He did in fact make the statement, then it
certainly is true. The next question then is, Why does
God do this? For what purpose is evil in His Universe
then?

In order for God to demonstrate His love for all hu-
manity and care for all things that He created (Job
14:15) He must have a backdrop, or a contrast, which
is in opposition to His love and care. Humanity doesn't
really know and understand things unless there is some
sort of contrast which will enable us to see the value of
that which is being contrasted.

One cannot appreciate warmth unless one has been

very cold. One cannot appreciate abundance unless
one has been deprived of the necessities of life. Almost
everything is a contrast, and God teaches us many
things about Himself and His Logos, either directly or
indirectly, through His Word and by the contrasts in
the world in which we live.

God paints upon the dark canvas of the ages with
broad strokes of vibrant color. The darkness of the
background includes sin and evil. How else does God
teach us about His great love, and the indescribable
grace that He bestows upon us, unless we experience
the exact opposite, so that we might see the beautiful
contrast?

Adam and Eve knew neither good nor evil before their
sin. They really knew nothing of God’s love and grace
because they never experienced anything but bliss, and
even then they didn't appreciate it because of a lack
of contrast. Only when they partook of the forbidden
fruit did they know both good and evil.

God hates sin and evil, but He introduced them into
His creation to give the needed contrast. They are for
our learning and are necessary for us to be able to love
and appreciate Him. That can’t be done without the re-
ality of sin and evil, hence the required contrast.

When sin and evil have fully played their role in God’s
wise Plan, He will then banish both from His Universe,
never to be seen again. In fact, God will eventually
justify all sin and evil. God will fully demonstrate the
absolute necessity of sin and evil in His Plan in order
to bring about His desired result of complete harmony
and love in His Universe.

(see EviL, page 9010
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When we see God’s sovereignty in everything, He is glorified, and we are changed. - Mike Owens

God Never Misses His Mark

i Click here to list
Bible Student’s Courses ick here Lo listen

to this article

Course 1: GOD / Unit 7: The Divine Cycle / Lesson 8: God Never Misses His Mark
by — Mark D. Vogt

Declaring the end from the begining, and from ancient times the things

that are not yet done, saying, “My counsel shall stand, and | will do ALL My
PLEASURE” (Isaiah 46:10).

Key Points:
God always hits the bullseye. ..., 9009 Evil will end — but only after it has served its purpose.......... 9010

The "fall” of satan undermines god's sovereignty................... 9010

s we have seen in a previous lesson, “missing
the mark” is the definition of sin. In Judges
20:16 one can see the definition of the word

“miss” used in this verse by going to Strong’s Concor-
dance.!

While humanity constantly “misses” its perceived
target, our Heavenly Father, on the other hand, never
“misses” When God targets something, He always hits
the perfect “bullseye” Nothing ever deviates from the
Placer’s Plan (Logos).

1. H2398.

Not only that, but everything is always done flawlessly
on time. He is never too soon, and never too late. Since
all is “out of God” and is operating “through Him” (Ro-
mans 11:36), then everything that happens occurs be-
cause of His wise plan and the precision of His purpose.

One of the greatest examples of this is the introduc-
tion of sin and evil into His Universe. Christianity will
teach, in an effort to shield God from any association
with sin and evil, that the Adversary (Satan) was cre-
ated in perfection and without blemish, but at some
early stage of his existence wickedness and rebellion
was found in him and he “fell”

work of understanding.

of completion.
Course 1, God: Units 1-5

paperback only:

Unit 1, An Introduction
Unit 2, The Sovereignty of God
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Unit 3, The Love of God
Unit 4, God as Father

Unit 5, The Attributes of God.
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It is Christ’s faith that ultimately saves all. — Stephen Hill

There are two serious issues with this line of reasoning.

First, if this is what really happened, and rebellion was
found in Satan, and God didn’t put it there in the first
place, then that rebellion and wickedness was self-gen-
erated by Satan. This would mean that the “Adversary”
was his own creator. If that was the case, this means
that there is more than one creative force in the Uni-
verse — and if there are two creative forces in the Uni-
verse, could there be more than just these two? And if
there are more than two, how many more?

As one goes down this slippery slope of reasoning, the
God of Scripture becomes smaller and smaller and the
creatures begin to be self-elevated, higher and higher.
Christianity, unknowingly or not, has been demeaning
God ever since the deceptive teaching of Satans “fall”
was introduced.

Secondly, if this was what truly occurred, and God did
not intend for it to occur, then God Himself is guilty
of “missing” (i.e., sinning), for if He never planned Sa-
tan’s position as ‘Adversary,” then He missed the mark
in creating him in perfection.

In this faulty theory, God created a being that He in-
tended to be perfect and missed in His design. If that is
the case, then God is not one to be fully trusted, since
His creature can deviate from His plan and intention.

Yet, we would do well to be reminded,

That they may know, from the rising of the sun
and from the west, that there is no one apart from
Me; I am Yahweh, and there is no other. Former of
light and Creator of darkness, Maker of good and
Creator of evil, I, Yahweh, make all these things
(Isaiah 45:6-7).

God always hits His mark perfectly square on. He cre-
ated evil and brought sin into the world for a very spe-
cific purpose: to serve as a backdrop to demonstrate His
grace, mercy and loving kindness, and one day it will
have fully accomplished His purpose, and He will re-
move it from His Universe. Then His whole creation will
acknowledge Him for His wise and loving Plan. EX

Topics:
Major: Evil; God; Sin; Sovereignty
Minor: Grace; Logos; Love

EviIL (continued from page 9008)

Therefore, no one will be made to feel guilty about their
sin, for they will see that God used it to bring about
their salvation, and the salvation of all humanity, and
the reconciliation of the entire creation.

To doubt this, or to hang onto any guilt about sin,
is to insert oneself into the process and to question
His wisdom and ability to use those things for His
glorious end. We simply rest as God carries out His

perfect plan,

For us, who love God, who are the called according
to His purpose, there is an awareness that He is
working all together for good (Romans 8:28, BSV).

BSN|

Topics:
Major: Contrast; Evil; God; Sin; Sovereignty
Minor: Justification; Logos; Reconciliation

See order form under

“Compilations.

The Absolute Sovereignty of God

(A Comprehensive Compilation)

This quintessential book victoriously celebrates and convincingly proclaims
the absolute sovereignty of God. Sadly, religion has veiled the truth of the God
of the Bible, making Him either an aloof deity, indifferent to the condition of
the creation, or one who is at the worst cruel or at the least unloving and un-
caring. Yet the loving Deity of Sacred Scripture always has had and will have
sole and complete control over His entire creation. This ultimate collection of
100 works by 34 authors spans nearly 175 years. It is an extensive reference
” work that is essential for every library.
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It is God's breath (His spirit [pneuma]) that is in ALL living beings. — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

God's Plan Is Operating Toward a
Glorious Conclusion

Bible Student’s Courses

Course 1: GOD / Unit 7: The Divine Cycle / Lesson 9: God’s Plan Is Operating Toward a
Glorious Conclusion
by — Mark D. Vogt

... According to the purpose of the One Who 15 operating all in accord with
the counsel of His will (Ephesians 1:11, CV).

Click here to listen
to this article

Key Points:
God has a sovereign, unstoppable plan. ..., 9011 The Goal: Universal Reconciliation. ..........cccvenmeenrenneeneeinernens 9011
Sin and evil serve a temporary, divine purpose..........cc.oe.... 9011

hat God has a Plan (Logos) is without ques-

? tion. Self- determinists, with their doctrine of
“free will,” deny that God has an absolute plan.
However, this does not alter the sure facts of Scripture.

Only One has free will in the entire Universe, and that
is our Sovereign Father, and yet, even He is restricted to
some extent, for He could never do something that was
contrary to His very essence — which is love.

For all of this we can indeed be thankful, because we
can always be assured that He will love us unreservedly,
and will do nothing arbitrarily against Himself.

Before “the disruption of the world,” Father determined
what He was going to accomplish, and how these things
were going to be accomplished, and when they were
going to be accomplished. His timing is impeccable.
Never too early, never too late. He always executes His
Plan (Logos) to perfection, with the Ultimate Goal in
mind, as He brings about the end “product” - the glori-
ous Consummation.

The finished product will be the reconciliation of the
entire Universe, where every creature, ever born or cre-
ated, human or celestial, will live in glorious perfection,
in utter harmony with all others and with God Himself,
and in the process all will bring unimaginable glory to
God the Father, and to “the Son of His love,” as well as to
reciprocate the love that God has shown us.

In designing His Plan, Father determined that the way

to bring about His Goal was to bring evil and sin into
the world, and to use these as the backdrop in order
to demonstrate His love and compassion for humanity.

God always has the long view in sight. We humans are
nearsighted, caught up in circumstance, wanting what
we want, when we want it, and of course, we want it now.

In accomplishing His Goal, Father uses all obstacles
and trials to teach us, and to humble us, and ultimately
bring us to the place where we see and realize that He
is going to be “All in all” and that were powerless crea-
tures, without Him the Creator.

I applied my heart to inquiring and exploring
by wisdom concerning all that is done under the
Heavens: it is an experience of evil Elohim has
given to the sons of humanity to humble them by
it (Ecclesiastes 1:13).

Eventually God will be ALL things to ALL creatures
for ALL time. God brought all into the world for this
specific reason. He intentionally brought sin and evil
into play, and it will last only a relatively short time, in
the divine arrangement of things, and when they have
served their purpose, God will dismiss them from His
Universe.

The same applies to death, and when it has accom-
plished its divine goal, it too will be abolished from His
Universe (I Corinthians 15:26). At the Consummation,
when the last of humanity will be vivified, God’s Plan »
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It is God's glorious will to save all. - Mark D. Vogt
will be complete with the unending increase of Christ ~ BSC I-7-6 (continued from page 9007)
Jesus’ government. the present our feeble minds cannot completely com-
prehend it. One day we will know and fully participate
in God’s vast Plan. We will then know “the rest of the
story.’

Of the increase of His government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and
upon His kingdom, to order it, and to establish it
with judgement and with justice from henceforth
even for the ages. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
perform this (Isaiah 9:7).
Topics:

Major: God; Sovereignty

Minor: Free Will; Logos

Lo! New am I making all! (Revelation 21:5, CV).

Torics:
Major: Evil; God; Sin; Sovereignty
Minor: Consummation
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“I am glad to be getting the Daily Email Goodies — keep ‘em ELSE TO HIM) AND COME TO HIM
coming.” — IN «
Request to be added to our free BECAUSE TIjERE 15 NOTHING
Daily Email Goodies™ BETTER NOW TO BE HAD.

If you would like to be added to the mailing list,

email us at: Goodies@StudyShelfcom C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)

Dl Daily Goodies, ¢ More Daily
0P, Goodies - 365 Thoughts on Scriptural
' Truths by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

This is a great resource for personal and family study, as well as a
valuable reference volume covering many varied biblical themes.
This is a collection of choice selections from the author’s Daily E-

490 pages mail Goodies. These free daily e-mails began being issued in 2003 and 39, pages
contain studies on scriptural themes. In addition to personal use, it
Sfe order form und?,r is great for teaching material, or family reading times. See order form.
Clyde Pilkington. , . .
What others are saying about Daily Goodies:

“Great insights” - Canada “A breath of fresh air” - Australia  “Uplifting, convicting, and
“Mind boggling truths” - PA “A wealth of knowledge” - The encouraging!” - ID
“So easy to understand.” - CO Netherlands “Very constructive for spiritual life.”
“Provides plenty of food for “A source of education and - Belgium

thought” - IL assurance” - TN
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