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Grace: “Undeserved JFavor'? Or

Something Jar Better?

Click here to listen
to this article

by —Clyde Pilkington

fter decades of studying ‘grace” and its
ﬂroot word, a lingering concern always

remained surrounding its traditional /

evangelical definition — “God’s unmerited fa-
vor, or “the undeserved favor of God”

..L{

For 40 years I have questioned this meaning.

Numerous times when I was in the “Grace
Movement” (from 1985 to 1995) I would inquire of
tellow leaders privately concerning their understand-
ing of the meaning of “grace,” and how, especially ety-
mologically, that became its definition. I never heard a
satisfactory answer.

The Greek word for “grace” is (L5 (charis, G5485),
meaning joy. In fact, according to the Concordant Key-
word Concordance, the Greek structure for this word
is simply joy.

Among its definitions are:
that which affords joy, pleasure, delight ... (T'GL);

that which causes joy, pleasure, gratification ...
(CWS);

an act producing happiness, a benefit bestowed ...
(CKQ).

Charis in the KJV is most commonly translated
“grace,”but it is also rendered as “joy” and “plea-
\ sure,” among other words.

| The root of YOPLS (charis) is the verb yatpw
1‘?’ | (chairo, G5463), which means:

to be full of “cheer,” that is, calmly happy or well
off (SEC);

to rejoice, be glad; to rejoice exceedingly; to be
well, thrive (TGL).

Chairo, in the K]V, is commonly translated “rejoice”;
but it’s also rendered simply as “joy” and ‘glad,” among
other words.

This simple verb (chairé) and noun (charis) of joy have
been pondered by my heart and mind for years. They

have been complicated by religion.

(continued on page 9063)
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The popular and widespread beliefs of Christendom undermine the importance of the resurrection. — Johann Grobler
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This free electronic publication is dedicated to:
the absolute sovereignty and deity of God (Romans 11:36);

the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceed-
ing grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7);

the affirmation that God will save all through the death,
burial and resurrection of Christ (I Timothy 2:3-4; 4:10; Ti-
tus 2:11);

the universality of death and resurrection (I Corinthians
15:21);
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Acts 13-28; Acts 20:24);

the "preachingofesusChrist, accordingtotherevelationofthe
mystery, which was kept secretin ages past”(Romans 16:25);
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Ephesians & Colossians (Ephesians 3:2, 9; Colossians 1:25);
true freedom and liberty apart from law (Galatians 5:1);
the organic nature of the One Body (Ephesians 4:16);

the Secret Administration, being the operational revelation
for today (Ephesians 3:9);

the unprophesied, Celestial hope and calling of the One
Body (Colossians 3:4);

the distinct message and ministry of Paul, the apostle to
the nations (Ephesians 3:1-3);

the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received
(Romans 14-15);

the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long re-
mained hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice,

misunderstanding and fear (Mark 7:7, 13);
o the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians 2:10), with:

— total freedom from sins (Colossians 1:14);

— union in His death, burial and resurrection and ascended

seated position among the celestials (Ephesians 2:6);

— adult sonship position (Ephesians 1:5).
This publication is the product of humble efforts of saints
intended to stimulate the earnest study of Scripture. We do
not claim infallibility for the contents of this publication; thus
they are not meant to imply finality on any subject discussed,
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All” is working “through Him” in order for God’s Master Plan (Logos) to reach fruition (Isaiah 46:10). - Mark D. Vogt

Father used some things to cause me to reconsider the
simplicity of grace’s core, finally granting my release
from its religious definition, and to better embrace
God’s beautiful grace!

“UNDESERVED” GRACE?
A reader, Gary Bennis wrote:

I was wondering what you think as to why we don’t
“deserve” God’s grace. ... The idea that we don’t
“deserve” grace, because were “sinners,’” doesn't
seem like thats God’s mind to me. ... Man didn't
even contribute sin to the equation, because it
wasn't man's idea, nor was he the cause of it. ... We
only see ourselves “guilty” because of the effects of
religion ... We were never “guilty” in our Father’s
eyes, just ours. ...

Our brother was absolutely right. “Sinner” is merely a
role that we are currently acting. In fact, we are “justi-
fied” (declared/constituted “righteous”) in our divinely
assigned role. The fact is plain — we pre-date sin, and
we pre-date our role as sinner. We were in Christ, be-
fore the Disruption of the World. Were 100% righ-
teous. We're as righteous as Christ.

Is the “grace” that we receive from God “undeserved”?
Only in a relative sense! Yet, in the absolute, certainly
not!

The second usage of ‘grace” in the Greek Scriptures
(i.e., the New Testament) was spoken of concerning
Jesus Christ:

Now the little Boy grows up and was staunch in
spirit, being filled with wisdom, and the grace of

God was on Him (Luke 2:40, CV).

God’s grace was on Christ. If evangelical Christianity
has the meaning of “grace” (charis) correct, then by the
very definition, Jesus Christ Himself was undeserving
of it. Yet, this is nonsense.

However, when we understand that what was actually
on Christ was Divine “joy,” “pleasure” and “delight,” etc.
— then all makes perfect sense. After all, the Father de-
clared,

This is My beloved Son, in Whom I am well
pleased (Matthew 3:17).

How about us? Well, the KJV tells us that we have been
made,

accepted in the Beloved (Ephesians 1:6),
while the CV says that God,
graces us in the Beloved (Ephesians 1:6).

After all, we are God’s “workmanship/achievement”
(Ephesians 2:10), and were His “offspring/race” (Acts
17:27-28). So, that being true, why would we not in
fact be qualified to be the benefactors our Father’s
“joy” super excessively bestowed on us?

¥ GRACE

Additionally, the current working revision of the Con-
cordant Literal Version has inserted “joy” as the su-
perscript before the renderings of the word ‘grace”
throughout its text. Look at these examples:

day.

146 pages

The Absolute Despotism of Grace

A Compilation of 25 chapters, by 16 authors, spanning over 135 years,
expounding on the marvelous, powerful reign of God’s grace in our

A Compilation

See order form under “Compilations.”

Issue 1080

BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963

9063


http://www.studyshelf.com/compilations.htm#3739
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf

“Flesh” (Greek, sarx) doesn’t mean “sinful nature” It means you're human, subject to death and frailty. — Steve Martin

the® gracious gift ... the’® grace of the God and
the gratuity in’® grace (Romans 5:15).

the superabundance of the ¥ grace (Romans
5:17).

the’® grace superexceeds (Romans 5:20).

the 7V grace shall reign through righteousness
(Romans 5:21).

Gop’s EVANGEL OF Joy

Accordingly, Dean Hough, in the Unsearchable Riches'
calls God’s Evangel of Grace, “the Evangel of Joy,” de-
claring it as “the joyous gratuity of God’s evangel.” He
states that grace “is essentially joy” “It is a teaching of
God’s joy which reveals God’s righteousness and com-
mends His love.” He continues:

The Greek word, charis, which is translated “grace”
in most of its occurrences is essentially a matter of
joy. Hence it is first defined in the Keyword Concor-
dance (p. 132) as “an act producing happiness,” and
in [the] Englishman’s Greek Concordance as “that
which gives joy, pleasure, delight ...”

I would say, judging by its usage, that charis always
conveys much the same sense as chara, and in one
way or another all Greek words in the char- family
(e.g. chairo = “rejoice”). It is to be noted that charis
is sometimes rendered “thanks” as in Romans 6:17
and II Corinthians 9:15, but in those cases the word
“joy” would serve as well (i.e., to give God charis is

1. Volume 115, Number 4 (2024).

to give Him joy).
JOYize

Another ‘grace” (charis) word used by Paul was
xapilopau (charizomai, G5483). The Concordant Key-
word Concordance has the Greek structure of this verb
as “joyize.” That's what grace does - it joyizes! This is
what God does with us, when bestowing His grace on
us. Thus, based on the usage by Paul, we joyize each
other.

What a beautiful picture all of this is. That’s what we're
here for - to joyize others. We're joyizers! Father joy-
izes us, and then we in turn become JOYizers - joy-
izing those around us.

Sadly, the King James Version often translates joyize
(charizomai) as “forgive” Yet, the deeper one digs, the
more freedom one finds — and the more sinister the
conspiracy against freedom we discover!

One can't help but think here of a contrast between
joyizers and Judaizers. Judaizers place people in bond-
age. Joyizers help to liberate them from bondage.

Grace is better than we ever could have even imag-
ined. It isn’t about being undeserving - it's about be-
ing deeply cherished. What father doesn’t cherish his
children, and want to bless them (make them happy)?
Not because they are deserving or underserving, but
because they are his! EN

Torics:
Major: Grace; Joy; JOYize; Pleasure
Minor: Evangel; Justification; Love; Sin; Translation

80 pages

See order form under
“Other Authors.”

The Outcome of Infinite Grace

by — Loyal F. Hurley

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death!” It was this verse which caused
the author, a pastor, to study afresh the subject of the fate of the wicked. The
three choices apparent from a surface reading of various biblical texts were
eternal torment, extermination or ultimate reconciliation. The author studied
to find which one was true.

“A helpful introduction to the great truth that God is the Savior of all
mankind” — A.E. Knoch, Unsearchable Riches Magazine
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All under law, however godly or experienced, were children. All who are of faith are sons. — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

Ceaving Religion, Walking
Alone, and Trusting God Anyway

Click here to listen
to this article

by — Steve Martin

Key Points:
Leavmg rellglon isn't rebelllon ........................................................ 9065 reedom means trusting God without the old scaffolding....9066

et’s be honest: leaving Christianity - es- s
pecially when you still believe in God /

— isn’t just a shift in beliefs. It’s a rup- /

were taught to trust. The sermons, the rules, |
the community, the identity. And when you \
walk away from all of that, it’s not just disori-
enting - it’s lonely.

I know, because I've lived it.

I grew up in the Mennonite church. That world shaped
everything I thought I knew about God, about my-
self, about what it meant to be good, faithful and ac-
ceptable. For years, I served in that system. Gave my
heart to it. Believed I was doing what God wanted.

But something started to crack.

Not all at once. It was slow — quiet even. But little by
little, the rules started to feel heavier than the grace
they were supposedly built on. The sermons about
submission and separation didn't sound like Jesus
anymore. The pressure to measure up - to conform,
to keep the peace, to stay inside the lines - started to
feel like chains.

And the more I studied the Bible for myself’ the

\ more I started to see a different God. A God
\ Who wasn’t holding a clipboard. A God whose
grace really was enough. A God Who wasn’t
| building fences, but tearing them down.

Eventually, I realized that I couldn’t stay. Not
without losing something deeper — my soul, my
peace, my honesty. So, I walked away from the Men-
nonite church.

And that’s when the real wilderness began.

Because leaving the system didn’t just mean leaving
a building. It meant leaving an entire world. People I
loved stopped calling. Others thought I was deceived.
Some quietly wrote me off. I wasn’t angry - I under-
stood it. They couldn’t see what I was seeing. They
weren't hearing what I was hearing. God hadn't re-
vealed it to them yet. So how could they understand?

But the silence was deafening.

That’s the part that nobody warns you about. The
long stretch of spiritual isolation that comes after
you leave. You lose your community. Your footing.
Sometimes your identity. And at first it feels like

31 Days of Grace: Daily Reflections
on Living with Kindness and Peace

compiled by — Steve Martin

31 of the most powerful and thought-provoking excerpts from The
Absolute Despotism of Grace, one for each day of the month.

See order form under “Compilations.”

82 pages

Issue 1080 BiBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963 9065


https://gracedude.com
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
https://www.studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1080-Martin.mp3

@ All will see, eventually, that you, I, every thing and every being, are a perfect operation of a perfect and infinite Being. — Jeft Bohlender

you've lost God too.
But you haven't.

Because here’s what I've come to believe: this road
- the one that looks like rebellion, like failure, like
falling away - isn't a detour. It’s the plan. This path
is sovereign.

Even your questions. Even your doubts. Even your
disillusionment.

God isn’'t pacing heaven wondering what went wrong
with your theology. He’s the One Who led you out.
The One Who stirred the unrest. The One Who said,
“There’s more. Come with Me”

This journey - the wilderness, the quiet, the letting
go - it’s not punishment. It's preparation. It’s not ex-
ile. It’s invitation.

And here’s something worth noticing: this is how
God has always worked.

The lonely path isn't a sign that something’s wrong
— it’s often proof that something sacred is happen-
ing. It's the cocoon before the wings. It's how God re-
makes people. Look at Moses. Elijah. Jesus. And Paul.

Even Paul - after all of his ministry, his writing, his
church planting - said, near the end of his life, “Ev-
eryone deserted me.” Alone. Forgotten. Misunder-

stood. But not shaken. Why? Because he had learned
something through the fire: when God is all you
have, you find out that He’s enough.

That’s what this journey teaches you. It strips away
your dependence on institutions and the approval
they offer. It shows you that your worth isn’t tied to
your performance, your doctrine, or your reputa-
tion. It compels you to trust God - not a church, not
a title, not a tribe.

And along the way, something beautiful happens.

You start to find others. Not many. But a few. People
who have walked the same road. People who under-
stand the questions, the ache, the exile. People who
speak your language — not the old language of religious
obligation, but the new language of freedom and grace.

And when you find those people? They're not just
friends. They’re gifts. Sacred companions. Proof that,
even in the wilderness, God knows how to bring
hearts together.

You don't need to be understood to be valid.

You don't need to be right to be loved.

You don’t need a religion to walk with God.

I'm still on that journey. Still learning to trust the

quiet. Still shedding old skins. Still discovering Who
God really is — and who I really  (see Trust, last page)

including the hell doctrine.

59 pages

Twists, Turns and Truth

Steve is an author and host known for his insightful contributions to the Bible
Student’s Notebook and his engaging YouTube series, “Freedom Journey”
and “Interviews with Steve.”

Raised in a conservative Mennonite community, Steve embarked on a trans-
formative journey of understanding and embracing unconditional love. This
revelation led him to question and reject many traditional Christian doctrines,

Steve’s passion lies in sharing the message of freedom through grace, a concept he believes is for every-
one. Beyond his writing and online presence, Steve is a devoted husband to Ella Mae, a proud father of
three children, a loving grandfather to 11 grandchildren, and a great-grandfather to little River.

See order form under “Other Authors.”

by — Steve Martin
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God, no doubt, suffers with His creation throughout the course of the eons. — Donald G. Hayter (1911-1988)

Memory of Me i

a poem by — Darson Buckner

I know my future, Because
of the past.

Thoughts of my stay here,
Will therefore not last.

In one hundred years,

Maybe even less.
Thoughts of me are gone,
No place they possess.

Vanity in all, Life here is just vain.
We endure trouble, We endure much pain.

Grandchildren will die, None live who knew
me.
All thoughts are gone, To my grave they flee.

How should I live here, Knowing life is vain?
People keep striving, It is so insane.

We want to live here, We don’t want to die.
Death is upon us, The reaper is nigh.

I hope for an age, When life is again.
A life most perfect, I hope for time then.

Faith in a Father, Who is in control.
Nothing beyond Him, Not even your soul.

Peace comes from knowing, His essence is
love.
He watches each one, From His throne above.

A good day will come, Wrongs will be

righted.
Nobody will lose. All there delighted.

Biblical Resources Videos

Open Recording Day
Saturday, August 23 2025

~

Advanced Scm;ﬁfwe FEducation Series

The Airport Sessions

~

John Murtha Airport
Johnstown, PA

~

One Day:
Saturday, August 23 2025

10:00am — until ...

~

Those who are interested in attending,
Contact:
clyde@studyshelf.com
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Jesus spoke directly to Satan when rebuking Peter for insisting that He avoid death (Luke 4:8). — Stephen Hill

TRUST (continued from page 9066)

am without the mask.

But I can tell you this: I've never been more free. And
I've never been more certain that God is in this. All of

it. Every doubt. Every tear. Every lonely mile.

So, if youre out here too - walking away, walking
alone - take heart. Youre not backsliding. You're be-

coming.

The Great Omission:
Christendom s Abandonment
of the Biblical Family

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
204 pages

This book presents twenty years
of study, taking a candid look at

the issue of multiple wives in Scripture and soci-
ety. The book chapters are:

The Problem: The Sad, Ignored Epidemic
The Divine Provision

The Marital Gift

The Old Testament Scriptural Precedent
The New Testament Scriptural Precedent
The Religious System’s Destruction of the
Biblical Family

The History of Its Practice

The Cultural Issue

The Benefits of Plural Marriage

Who Is Immoral?

This book also has 14 appendices.

(see order form under “Clyde Pilkington.”)

This is the way of the rebel soul.

And the One Who started this journey in you? He
will finish it. Because that’s what sovereignty looks
like. A God Who authors it all - and wastes noth-
ing. BN

Torics:
Major: Alone; God; Grace; Legalism; Sovereignty
Minor: Calling; Growth; Religion

— Jeremiah White (1629-1707)
(Chaplain to Oliver Cromwell)

Third Edition (2024)

World Affairs and National Politics
and the High Calling of God in Christ Jesus

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

When did nationalism begin? What is God’s purpose for nationalism? Is the Unit-
ed States a Christian nation? Does any government have Favored Nation Status
with God today? Should believers support Israel? What did Paul have to say about

= our citizenship? What is our role in relation to nations? Is our job to rid the world
292pages  of evil? What should the believer’s attitude be toward earthly authority? Should
all obedience to earthly magistrates be absolute? Are believers to pay their taxes?
See order form under Where does voting and jury duty fit in? Why was the apostle Paul executed?

“Clyde Pilkington.” These and many other questions are addressed in this groundbreaking work!

9068

BiBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK ™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963 Issue 1080


http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm#4250
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
http://www.patriarchpublishinghouse.com/pphbooks.htm
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf

	OLE_LINK21
	OLE_LINK22

