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I
t ends with a party.

Not a funeral. Not a 
courtroom.

Not a fiery pit or a list of who 
made it and who didn’t.

No, the story that God has 
written wraps up in music, laughter and reunion.

All of creation will be there. Every tongue, every 
tribe, every species.

You. Me. Your grandmother. That long-lost friend. 
The baby you didn’t get to hold long enough.

The neighbor who never went to church. The dog 
that slept at your feet.

The cat that sat with you in the dark. The horse that 
carried your child.

The lion. The lamb. The predator and the prey. The 
skeptic and the saint.

All. Means. All.

The curse will be broken. The pain reversed. The 
aching undone.

Because the God Who spoke galaxies into being is 
also the God Who refuses to leave a single thing 
broken.

Behold, I make all things 
new (Revelation 21:5).

The Animals Will 
Dance

Yes, even the animals.

The wolf and the lamb will 
share a meal. The lion will eat straw like an ox.

The cow and the bear will nap together, side by side.

Your pet will wag or purr or gallop into that party 
like they never aged a day.

No more fear. No more predators. No more suffering.

Just pure, wild joy.

The kind of joy that doesn’t need words – just 
presence. Just nearness.

AAnniimals mals iin n GGodod’’s s SSttoryory
Chapter 9: The Party at the End

by – Steve Martin and Clyde Pilkington

(continued on page 9111)

Click here to listen 
to this article
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You are one of the threads in this majestic work of art and not one strand is out of place. – Mike Owens

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If grace works only when you choose it, it’s not grace – it’s a transaction. – Steve Martin
Just peace.

They’ll be there.

Not as background characters, but as beloved 
members of the redeemed family of creation.

And their eyes – those eyes that you knew so well – 
will sparkle again.

People Will Sing

And us? We’ll sing. Not because we got it right. Not 
because we earned it.

But because we were carried. Because grace didn’t let 
go. Because love had the final word.

Every person you thought was lost – found.
Every goodbye – undone.
Every grave – emptied.

This is what it was all leading to:

Not judgment. Not destruction. But joy.
A homecoming.
A celebration.

A gathering of all souls – fur-covered and flesh-
covered – finally whole.

Let everything that has breath praise the Lord 
(Psalm 150:6).

No More Shame – No More Fear

The lies are over. The fear is finished.

No more sermons that scared you into obedience. 
No more guilt about who didn’t “make it.”

Everyone makes it. Because grace makes sure of it.

You won’t be looking around wondering who’s 
missing. You’ll be overwhelmed by who’s there – 
everyone!

And you’ll know – deep in your bones – that this is 
what you were made for.

This Is the Real Gospel

This is the gospel that no one warned you about.

The gospel that doesn’t come with threats.

The gospel that doesn’t divide us into winners and 
losers.

The gospel that makes sense of your love, your 
longing, your grief.

The gospel where the lion lies down with the lamb.

Where the shepherd carries every sheep – no matter 
how lost. Where nothing that God made is thrown 
away.

The Celebration Has Already Begun

You don’t have to wait to feel it.

Every act of kindness …
Every tear wiped away …

Affliction, Trials and Suffering
A Comprehensive Compilation

Why do we suffer? What is its purpose? These 88 chapters are a detailed 
look into suffering by 44 authors, saints spanning over 400 years, who 
knew not only what it meant to endure afflictions and trials, but also the 
divine purpose of suffering. 2nd edition.

347 pages See order form under “Compilations.”

(see Animals, last page)

http://www.studyshelf.com/compilations.htm#4026
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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 In a time of deceit, telling the truth is a revolutionary act. – George Orwell

T
here’s a well-loved gospel song many of us 
grew up singing. It goes like this:

Pick up the broken pieces and bring them to the 
Lord …

He will put you back together and make your life 
complete …

It’s sincere. It’s comforting. And it’s wrong.

Not entirely wrong – but wrong enough to miss the 
deeper, truer, more beautiful story that God is tell-
ing.

Let’s be honest. Life does break. Dreams collapse. 
Plans fall apart. Hearts shatter. And when they do, 
this song offers a picture of us gathering up the scraps 
of our lives – sifting through the damage, trying to 
salvage what we can –  so we can hand them to God 
and ask Him to fix what we’ve ruined.

It’s a nice sentiment. But it makes two false assump-
tions:

1.	 It assumes that the brokenness was outside of 
God’s plan;

2.	 It assumes that it’s our job to bring the pieces 
to Him.

But what if the broken pieces weren’t outside of His 
plan at all? What if they were the plan?

What if every shattered hope, every failed plan, ev-
ery storm and shadow has already been written – on 
purpose – into the script of your life by a God Who 
sees the end from the beginning?

What if the Author of your story orchestrated the 
cracks and collapses to create something more glori-
ous than your original “success” ever could have?

That changes everything.

God’s Story Doesn’t Need to Be Fixed 
– It Needs to Be Finished

When we act like we’ve messed up the story and now 
need God to repair it, we unintentionally cast Him 

God DoesGod Doesnn’’t t FFix Broken ix Broken PPieces ieces ––  
HHe e WWrote rote TThem hem IInn

by – Steve Martin

59 pages

Twists, Turns and Truth
by — Steve Martin

Steve is an author and host known for his insightful contributions to the Bible 
Student’s Notebook and his engaging YouTube series, “Freedom Journey” 
and “Interviews with Steve.”
Raised in a conservative Mennonite community, Steve embarked on a trans-
formative journey of understanding and embracing unconditional love. This 
revelation led him to question and reject many traditional Christian doctrines, 

See order form under “Other Authors.”

Steve’s passion lies in sharing the message of freedom through grace, a concept he believes is for every-
one. Beyond his writing and online presence, Steve is a devoted husband to Ella Mae, a proud father of 
three children, a loving grandfather to 11 grandchildren, and a great-grandfather to little River.

including the hell doctrine.

Click here to listen 
to this article

https://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/index.htm#4217
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
https://www.studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1086-Martin-Broken.mp3
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If God’s o.k. with letting people be who He made them, why can’t we? – André Sneidar




bsn

as a divine janitor – someone we call in when we’ve 
made a mess. But God isn’t reactive. He’s not patch-
ing up things after the fact.

He’s the sovereign Author of every scene. Even the 
hard ones.

Romans 11:36 says, “Out of Him and through Him 
and for Him is all: to Him be the glory.” That means 
nothing – not your failures, not your heartbreak, not 
even your doubt – was outside of His design. It all 
came out of Him. It’s all going through Him. And it 
will all return to Him – restored, redeemed, rejoiced.

You don’t bring your broken pieces to God. He gave 
them to you.

And He hasn’t just planned a vague recovery – He’s 
written a sequel.

The Sequel Will Explain Everything

God’s not trying to rewind your story back to the 
“good old days.” He’s moving it forward – toward a 
dazzling, joy-filled finale where the broken things fi-
nally make sense. The tears, the detours, the damage 
– they’re not side notes.

They’re plot points.

And the sequel? It’s already written.

It’s the part where everything sad comes untrue. 
Where everything lost is found. Where every crack 
reveals the glory inside.

That’s the promise: not just a God Who fixes what 
we’ve wrecked – but a God who authored the wreck-
age to reveal His love, His grace, and His plan to be-
come All in all (I Corinthians 15:28).

So no, friend, don’t gather up the shards of your past 
in shame and bring them to God hoping for a repair.

Instead, sit down in awe and realize:

The broken pieces are part of the masterpiece.

They belong. They’re beautiful. And the best is still 
to come.

Topics:
Major: Brokenness; Consummation; Sequel; Sovereignty
Minor: Grace; Love

Have you ever wondered why God made animals? What role do they play in the 
grand story He’s telling? Are they simply background scenery – or is there some-
thing more?

Animals in God’s Story invites you on a journey through Scripture and nature 
to discover how animals reflect the heart of their Creator. From loyal dogs to 

soaring doves, from lions in prophetic visions to a donkey that speaks, this book un-
covers the often-overlooked ways animals have always been a part of God’s redemptive plan.

Animals in God’s Story
by — Steve Martin & Clyde Pilkington

You’ll explore:
•	Why animals were created and what they reveal 

about God’s nature.
•	How animals are used in Scripture to teach, 

warn, comfort and guide.

•	The significance of animals in the coming resto-
ration of all things.

•	What it means that God’s care extends beyond 
people to all creation.

This book is for anyone who’s ever felt a deep connection with a pet, marveled at wildlife, or sensed that 
animals know more than we give them credit for. It’s a gentle, grace-filled reminder that animals are not 
just part of God’s world – they’re part of His story.

(Pre-publication notice)

https://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/index.htm#1110
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“Sinner” is merely a role that we are currently acting. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




L
et’s not sugarcoat it:

Christianity doesn’t want the real you.
It wants the version it can control.
It wants you obedient. Predictable. Molded.

And to get that, it demands something sacred: Your 
identity; your individuality; your instincts; your cre-
ativity; your voice.

In much of Christianity, being yourself is seen as a 
problem to fix. You’re told to crucify your personality, 
distrust your desires, and suffocate your uniqueness – 
because “self” is sinful. Questioning is rebellion. And 
standing out? That’s pride.

So, you learn to shrink. To fake it. To silence the parts 
of you that don’t “fit.” Wear the costume. Speak the 
lingo. Pray the prayers. Swallow the doubt. Raise your 
hands on cue and smile like it’s all okay.

But here’s the lie: That “self” you’re supposed to kill? 
That’s the one that God designed.

Christianity teaches you to trade your true self for a 
sanitized, acceptable version – one that fits the system, 
keeps the peace, and stays in line.

But in the process, you lose something precious: the 
freedom to be fully, honestly human.

And that’s where the real gospel breaks the chains.

God isn’t asking you to erase yourself: He’s liberating 
you to become yourself, not a clone. Not a caricature. 
Not a puppet on a pew. But the one He wrote long 
before He breathed life into you.

The problem was never your individuality. It was the 
system that taught you to be ashamed of it.

You don’t have to surrender your identity to walk with 
God. In fact, walking with Him is the only way to 
finally get it back.

Jesus didn’t come to create better behaved people. He 
came to set captives free. And that includes the parts of 
you that Christianity told you to hide.

So, step out of the mold. Burn the costume.

And remember: You weren’t made to fit in a pew.

You were made to reflect the image of a wildly cre-
ative, fiercely loving, limitlessly free God.

Topics:
Major: Believer’s Walk; Christianity; Freedom
Minor: Identification; Love

When Christianity Hijacks Who When Christianity Hijacks Who 
You AreYou Are

by — Steve Martin

Click here to listen 
to this article

This is a series of short pocket-size books, designed to be able to be read in 
an evening. Each book contains material written by n single author, and are 
intended to be an introduction to them and their work.

An Evening with …

See order form under “An Evening with.”

Current authors: Mark D. Vogt, Norman P. Grubb, T. Austin-Sparks.

bsn

https://www.studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1086-Martin-Hijack.mp3
https://www.pilkingtonandsons.com/eveningwith.htm
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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Grace is essentially joy. – Dean Hough




All you will do, whether good or evil,
Was designed by God and not the devil.

Take the story of Job and what he said,
God did send evil, is what we have read.

Does not both good and evil come from the Lord?
Job told the truth, his life was restored.

If we were writing on a white paper, 
White ink would be like writing with vapor.

If the paper is black and ink is too,
What could you then read and 

how could you view?

If every little thing was good down here,
The goodness of God would be quite unclear.

God knows the plans He has for me and you,
Hope for the future, and prosper us too.

Black Ink White PaperBlack Ink White Paper
A Poem, by — Darson Buckner

River River WalkWalk
A poem, by — Jeff Bohlender

On On the Road with Steve & Ella the Road with Steve & Ella MaeMae

There is a river that makes glad, 
The heavenly sons, of their heavenly Dad. 

Even in sorrow, heaviness great, 
All it can do is increase the weight. 

Heavy contenders we become, 
pulling down bulwarks, one by 
one. 

Thoughts raised against the knowledge of God, 
don’t stand a chance where our feet have trod. bsn

bsn

Steve & Ella Mae Martin’s Cross-Country Trip Steve reading his new children’s book, Always Loved, to 
his grandkids ►

Click here to listen 
to this article

Click here to listen 
to this article

https://www.studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1086-Bohlender.mp3
https://www.studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1086-Buckner.mp3
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If He brings us to it, He will bring us through it. – Adage

We all have 
faults and harbor 

error, and it ill be-
comes any of us to use 
the lash upon another 

who is in our Lord’s ser-
vice, however much he 

may seem to merit it in our 
opinion. 

– A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

Every wagging tail and warm embrace …
Every glimpse of undeserved love – It’s all a preview.

The party has already started in the heart of God. 
And soon – so soon – we’ll all be there.

Every voice in harmony. Every creature at peace. 
Every soul at home.

Not one missing. Not one lost.

Because this is what God always planned. And He 
always gets what He wants.

So go ahead and laugh. Sing. Dance. Rest.

You’re going to see them again. All of them.

And when you do? You’ll know:

This is the party that grace built.

And everyone’s invited.

Topics:
Major: Animals; Creation; Gospel; Grace; Love; Pets; Salvation 
of All

Minor: Peace; Suffering

Animals (continued from page 9111)

Steve & Ella Mae visiting Scott & Sherrie Duncan, and 
John & Marcy Moneypenny (Denver CO)

Our Beloved Co-Laborer Mark Vogt Reaches His 
Milestone of 75 Years

bsn

The Lake of 
Fire & The 
Consummation
by — Warren Young Kimball 
(1909-2002)

52 pages, PB (See order form under “Other 
Authors.:)

Mark Vogt: MilestoneMark Vogt: Milestone

http://www.studyshelf.com/facsimile.htm#1377
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf

