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TT
he term “wintering” refers to the sur-
vival strategies that plants and ani-
mals use to get through the coldest 

months.

For animals, this may include hibernation, 
migration, inactivity, reduced metabolism, 
growing thicker coats, etc.

For plants, this can consist of dormancy, root en-
ergy storage, waxy coatings to decrease water loss, 
etc.

“Wintering” also refers to periods of rest, retreat and 
self-reflection, during difficult winter-like-seasons of 
life. It is a metaphor taken from the natural world.

The concept of “wintering” was made popular by 
author Katherine May in her book Wintering: The 
Power of Rest and Retreat in Difficult Times.

The concept embraces a cyclical view of life. Instead 
of seeing life as a linear progression of constant 
growth, “wintering” acknowledges that life has cy-

cles of abundance and scarcity, of highs and 
lows, of growth and fallowness, of activity 

and rest. “Wintering” doesn’t pretend that 
difficult times don’t happen, but rather 
accepts them as natural and necessary 
phases.

“Wintering” acknowledges the transforma-
tive power of rest. In a world where it is easy 

to glorify busyness, wintering encourages slowing 
down, getting enough rest without guilt. It recogniz-
es these winter-periods as where transformation can 
occur.

“Wintering”“Wintering”
by – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Editor

And He said unto them, “Come yourselves apart into a desert place, and rest a while”: for 
there were many coming and going, and they had no leisure so much as to eat (Mark 6:31).

To everything there is a season, and a time for every purpose under the Heavens: a time to 
be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pull up what is planted; a time to 
kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and 
a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a 
time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; a 
time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; a time to tear, and 
a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; 
a time of war, and a time of peace (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, MKJV).

Click here to listen 
to this article

(see Wintering, page 9188)

https://studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1095-Clyde.mp3
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While others are dedicated to waging hate, we are grateful to wage love. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

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You don’t bring your broken pieces to God. He gave them to you. – Steve Martin

NN
early every believer agrees that the 
crucifixion was the greatest act 
in human history, but many still 

misunderstand why Christ’s sacrifice holds 
such power. They may picture it as a legal 
transaction, a courtroom drama where the 
Judge exacts punishment from the innocent 
instead of the guilty. Yet the true glory of the 
cross lies not in satisfying a wrathful demand – 
it is in revealing the immeasurable, unstoppable love 
and grace of a loving Creator and Father, displayed 
for all creation to see.

From the first drops of sweat that became blood in 
Gethsemane, to the final breath on Golgotha, Christ 
embodied the perfect union of faith, obedience and 
self-giving love. His suffering was not the payment of 
a cosmic debt, but rather the unshakable demonstra-
tion that nothing – not sin, not death, not even the 

prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2) – 
could break the bond between the Father and 

His creation.

And in that moment, Calvary became more 
than an event in history. It became a cosmic 
declaration. Every celestial being – faith-

ful and rebellious alike – witnessed the Most 
High granting His Son the right to rule, not by 

force, but by proven love. This was the Father’s cho-
sen way to glorify His Son: to make Him the Head 
over all, because He endured the worst that mortality 
and rebellion could muster, and emerged victorious 
without a single act of disobedience.

The Blood That Spoke 
Louder Than Words

The Levitical sacrifices had whispered this truth for 
centuries, though few recognized it. They foreshad-
owed the day when one perfect offering would break 

The Bloody The Bloody TTruthruth
Chapter 10 – Calvary as the Supreme Display of Love and Grace

by – Stephen Hill

bsn(see Problem, page 9147)

Click here to listen 
to this article

Check out a NEW BOOK!

Blood runs like a crimson thread through the pages of Scripture – from the first 
sacrifice in Eden to the death of Christ. But what if its purpose has been misun-
derstood for centuries? What if blood was never about appeasing a wrathful God, 
but about healing, cleansing and reversing the curse of sin and death?
The Bloody Truth uncovers one of the Bible’s most profound and shocking re-
versals: that God Himself supplied the antidote to humanity’s greatest disease. 

The Bloody Truth
by — Stephen Hill

(Pre-publication notice)

Through vivid storytelling and careful attention to Scripture, this book re-
veals how the sacrifices of old pointed, not to divine anger, but to a divine Pre-Publication Sale

cure. It shows why Christ’s blood was poured out, not to satisfy vengeance, but to restore life, reconcile 
creation, and draw us near to God.

This is not another book of theological jargon. It is a bold journey into the heart of God’s plan—a plan 
that overturns human assumptions about punishment, atonement, and the very nature of salvation. If 
you’ve ever wrestled with questions about why blood is so central in the Bible, or if you’ve longed for 
a picture of God that is consistent with love, justice, and grace, this book will open your eyes to a truth 
both ancient and revolutionary.

https://studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1095-Hill.mp3
https://studyshelf.com/product/the-bloody-truth/
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 What God “wills” cannot be weakened or abandoned. – Mark D. Vogt

(see Bloody, last page)

the power of sin and death entirely. The lambs, bulls 
and goats of the old covenant could provide only a 
temporary, protective covering – a shield until the 
true Savior came.

When Christ’s blood flowed, it was not to bribe His 
Father into forgiveness, but to apply the one antidote 
capable of destroying our greatest enemies. Every 
drop declared that the reign of sin and death was 
over. The blood did not change God’s heart toward 
us, because His love had been set from before the 
disruption of the world. It changed our condition 
so that we could enter His presence entirely free and 
without fear.

Love Proved in Suffering

If God had simply willed the removal of sin and 
death without the cross, His love would still be in-
finite – but it would remain unseen, unproven. The 
cross was where the unseen became visible. The pain, 
the public humiliation, the relentless cruelty – these 
were not mere accidents of history. They were the Fa-
ther’s chosen stage to display the depth of His grace 
to every eye throughout creation.

When Christ bore the rejection of men and the ag-
ony of the cross, He was not taking punishment in 
our place; He was conquering every power that stood 
against us. His victory was not a legal technicality; it 
was a lived reality.

The Crown Through the Cross

Hebrews 2:9 tells us that Christ is “wreathed with 

glory and honor” because of “the suffering of death.” 
That is not the language of a substitute – it is the lan-
guage of a Conqueror. He did not merely fill a role in 
our stead; He won on our behalf. And because He is 
the Head of the human race and of the new creation, 
His victory is our victory, just as Adam’s failure was 
inherited by all mankind apart from choice.

The Celestials now see in Him the perfect ruler – not 
one who ascended by privilege or inherited power, 
but One Who earned His crown through relentless 
obedience, costly love, and triumphant faith.

Calvary, then, is not just the turning point of human 
history – it is the eternal monument to the truth that 
love, not fear, is the power that holds the universe 
together and was the actual coronation of Christ, 
at which point He was literally clothed like royalty, 
crowned, and publicly recognized with a posted sign 
declaring Him “King of the Jews.” And the blood shed 
there is the seal of that truth, never to be erased. 

Chapter 10 Key Takeaways

♦	 The cross revealed the depth of the Father’s love, not 
His anger.

♦	 Christ’s suffering crowned Him as rightful Ruler of 
all.

♦	 Calvary proves that love, not fear, holds the universe 
together.

Topics: 
Major: Approach Present; Calvary; Grace; Love; Sacrifice; 
Victory

Minor: Antidote; Crucifixion; Death

(see Champion, page 9163)

The Man Christ Jesus: His Birth, Life, 
Nature, Faith, Suffering and Glory (A 
Comprehensive Compilation)

This book contains 24 authors and 74 works spanning 130 years. 
Authors include: Arthur P. Adams (1845-1925), William W. Bentley, Jr., William 
Tucker Broad (1860-1923), Leon A. Bynoe (1895-1983), E.W. Bullinger (1837-
1913), E.H. Clayton (1887-1972), John H. Essex (1907-1991), William B. 

Hallman (1903-1985), Joseph Edwin Hartill (1909-1981), A.E. Knoch (1874-1965), 
Adlai Loudy (1893-1984), William Mealand (1873-1957), Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Frank Neil Pohorlak 

(1907-1988), André Sneidar, E. Al Stahl (1926-2011) and Charles H. Welch (1880-1967).

430 pages

bsn

https://studyshelf.com/product/the-man-christ-jesus-his-birth-life-nature-faith-suffering-and-glory/
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We have been living in an era in which a long process of ultimate reconciliation has begun. – Stephen Hill




bsn
Freedom (continued from front page) bsn

All Through GodAll Through God
Bible Student’s Courses

Course 2: Creation / Unit 1: God the Creator / Lesson 5: All Through God
by — Mark D. Vogt

Seeing that out of Him and through Him and back to Him is al … (Romans 
11:36).

WW
e’ve already seen from Romans 
11:36 that everything comes 
out of God. Now we focus on 

the next part of the verse:

… and through Him … is all …

This is just as big and just as important. 
Nothing happens apart from Him – not in 
Heaven, not on Earth, not even in the quiet places 
of your own heart.

What Does “Through Him” Mean?

The word “through” means a channel or pathway. 
It’s like a river flowing through a valley, or electric-
ity moving through a wire. It’s not random – it has a 
direction, a source, and a purpose.

Here’s a picture to help us understand:

The writer of this lesson has twin sons who 
are firefighters. When they fight a fire, they 
don’t just open the fire hydrant and hope 
the water splashes in the right direction. 
They connect a hose and channel the water 

exactly where it’s needed. The hose directs it 
with power and purpose.

In the same way, God is channeling every event, ev-
ery person, and every outcome through Himself. 
He directs it all with precision and purpose – noth-
ing is left to chance.

God Is the Subjector and the Placer

The Bible gives us two powerful names for God:

Click here to listen 
to this article

 

Bible Student’s Courses
Training today’s ecclesia

 for tomorrow’s celestial assignments.
A concise, progressive curriculum, designed to address the many gaps in 
Scripture education, assisting believers in acquiring the necessary comprehen-
sion to transition from old religious paradigms toward a true biblical frame-
work of understanding.

This curriculum is available through eBook courses, or as print material. Each course 

Course 1, God: Units 1-5
The first 5 units of course 1. 5-Unit Set, with Unit Resources and Quiz links, 52 lessons, 279 pages, 
paperback only:
Unit 1, An Introduction
Unit 2, The Sovereignty of God

Unit 3, The Love of God
Unit 4, God as Father

Unit 5, The Attributes of God.

is divided into units containing detailed multimedia resources, with each individual lesson providing 
quizzes, allowing students to test their knowledge as well as providing documentation for recognition 
of completion.

http://studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1095-Vogt.mp3
https://studyshelf.com/product/bible-student-course/


Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 159639186 Issue 1095

To think of God as an “allowing God” is Deism, and is not the true Sovereign God of Scripture. – Mike Owens




(see Baptism, last page)
bsn

·	 In Hebrew, God is called “El,” meaning Subjector 
– He subjects everything to His will.

·	 In Greek, the word is Theos, meaning Placer – He 
places everything exactly where it should be.

Let that sink in:

God places everything (including you), and then 
subjects everything to the conditions He chooses, 
for as long as He chooses.

That means your life, your circumstances, your story 
– they’re not random. They’re sourced and chan-
neled through Him.

What About Our Choices?

You might ask, “But don’t we make choices?”

Yes, we do. But our decisions are influenced by inter-
nal and external factors that God controls.

Here are two examples:

·	 External influence: If you’re planning a picnic 
and a thunderstorm rolls in, you’ll probably can-
cel. The weather changed your decision. But who 
sent the storm? God did.

·	 Internal influence: Imagine a child who was bit-
ten by a dog. Years later, even as an adult, they 
might be terrified of dogs. To others, that fear 
seems irrational. But it was shaped by a real ex-
perience – one that God allowed, with a purpose.

In both cases, our choices are shaped by things that 
God has placed in our lives. Nothing is outside of 
His control. Everything flows through Him.

God Never Loses Control

Some people imagine that God created the Universe 
and then stepped back to let humans (or angels) run 
the show. But if that were true, we would have de-
stroyed ourselves long ago.

Think about it: If even one part of creation slipped 
out of His control, the whole plan could unravel. But 
it hasn’t – and it won’t.

All My counsel – it shall stand, and all My desire 
– I will do (Isaiah 46:10, CV).

God is not reacting to what’s happening. He’s not 
improvising. He is channeling everything through 
Himself, according to His own script.

Why This Matters

If you’ve ever felt like life is spinning out of control 
…

If you’ve ever wondered why things happen the way 
they do …

If you’ve ever felt powerless …

Then here’s your peace:

God is channeling everything through Himself – 
for your ultimate good and for His eternal glory.

That means:

·	 Nothing is wasted.
·	 Nothing is outside His plan.
·	 Nothing depends on your ability to figure it all 

out.

He has written the script, down to the smallest de-
tail. And He’s carrying it out, moment by moment, 
through Himself.

Through Him … and Back to Him

Everything is flowing through God – not by accident, 
but on purpose. And because it’s flowing through 
Him, we can be confident that it will also return back 
to Him.

One Source. One Channel. One Destination.

Out of Him. Through Him. Back to Him.

And that is where we find peace.

Topics:
Major: Creation; Divine Cycle; Placer; Sovereignty; Subjector
Minor: Peace; Will

bsn
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The power of the cross, once known, put an end to all that concerns the flesh. Flesh availed nothing. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




The Peace God GivesThe Peace God Gives
a poem, by — Darson Buckner

Click here to listen 
to this article

Champion (continued from page 9160)
(see Cycle, next page)

We seek out kind people, places and things.
We want to have fulfillment that peace 
brings. 
 
I used to think joy could be found here. 
Now I see just misery in this sphere. 
 
Man is short of days and full of trouble. 
Gold we seek but gather only stubble. 
 
No matter how hard we try to make gains. 
All we can do is add to our pains. 
 
There is a real peace which we can possess. 
It comes from knowing that God truly does bless. 
 
Knowing that Father is in full control. 
His will does govern every living soul. 
 
This knowledge gives us an understanding. 
That God’s grace is truly all abounding. 

 
There is no limit of God’s love for us. 

His spirit made us all most glorious. 
 
His perfect will for us is where we are. 
Accepting this puts you ahead by far. 
 

No speculation of the days to come. 
No past guilt we carry, not even some. 

 
An abundance of peace he does now bring,
This peace helps us for our hearts to now sing. 
 
Relax, Relax, think not of tomorrow. 
Have faith, hope and love and not much sorrow.
 
He has it in control, it’s all His plan. 
It’s been written down before time began.

Topics:
Major: Joy; Peace; Poems; Sovereignty
Minor: Suffering; Trials

Daily Email Goodies Update

Hi friends, André here – Clyde’s admin at 
StudyShelf – with a quick update!

Good news: our email delivery problem is 
fixed (as far as we can tell). If you’re re-
ceiving the “Goodies,” everything’s work-
ing again!

A few quick notes:

	• Clyde hasn’t retired – he’s still fully ac-
tive in ministry.

	• To free him for the Study Bible Project, 
I’ll now be sending out the Daily Email 
Goodies (DeG). Same great content, just 
from me instead of Clyde.

	• We’re also moving to a new email and 
website provider for a cleaner look, eas-
ier navigation, and better search tools. 
The transition should be complete by 
next summer.

If you don’t see our DeG emails, please 
check your spam or junk folder.

And if you’d like to confirm that you’re re-
ceiving these, just drop me a quick note at 
none.lost@studyshelf.com.

Thanks for your patience and continued 
encouragement!

bsn

bsn
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Thank you for continuing to send out these Daily 
Email Goodies, Clyde – I look for them every day. – 
CA 

Really excited for this [Study Bible Project] work. Ob-
viously, I think that Father making room for Steve to 
be more involved in this project is great. I appreciate 
the sharing of the timeline of this project. Let’s see 
where Father will take us next. – IN

I just started reading Present Day Israel. … I find Mr. 
Ballinger’s section to be excellent. It is a tragedy that 
many today are blaming Dispensationalism for the 
Christian Zionism that is popular, when in fact it is 
the antidote for it. Good job on this book. – OH 

Thank you for your faithful daily messages! – AZ 

I have been receiving your Daily Email Goodies for 
quite some time, and want you to know how much 
I appreciate them. Many thanks and every blessing 
for the work you do in the Name that is above every 
name, our Lord Jesus Christ. – Australia

Thank you for your teaching ministry from which 
I have greatly benefited. It is so refreshing to find a 
heart like yours – genuine, caring, loving the truth 
and loving sharing it. I viewed your teaching on The 
Parable of the Rich man and Lazarus on YouTube 
and was blessed by it. – New Zealand

The calling and place of the One Body is in Christ – at the right hand of God. – Charles H. Welch (1880-1967)

It is a shame 
for a man of God 

to go unopposed and 
unslandered through life. 

– A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

bsn

One God and Father of all, Who is over all and through all and in all 
(Ephesians 4:6, Concordant Version)

Jesus Christ came to reveal God’s true identity and nature as “Father.” This was an 
advanced revelation concerning God, super-abounding that of any previous one. 
With radical boldness Christ called Him “Father,” and Paul pressed this glorious 
truth to its grand ultimate, that God was the “Father of all.”
31 chapters, 21 appendixes.

276 pages

We Call Him “Father”
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“Wintering” can build resilience and provide space for 
reflection, and lead to renewal. Just as winter gives way 
to spring, the period of rest allows for emergence with 
new energy, clearer perspectives, and renewed purpose.

Plants and animals don’t fight the winter; they don’t 
pretend that it’s not happening, and attempt to carry 
on living the same lives they lived in the summer. 
They prepare and adapt. They perform extraordinary 
acts of metamorphosis to get them through. “Win-

tering” is a time of withdrawing from the world; but 
that’s where the transformation occurs. Winter is not 
the death of the life cycle, but its crucible.

(Adapted Book Reviews)
Wintering: The Power of Rest and Retreat in Diffi-

cult Times, by Katherine May

Topics: 
Major: Believer’s Walk; Life; Rest
Minor: Contrast

bsn
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Click here to listen 
to this article

“If money were no object, what would you do?”

That simple question over lunch at Ruby Tuesday’s in 
Somerset, Pennsylvania, on January 3, 2024, became 
the spark for one of the most significant undertakings 
in our ministry’s history – the Study Bible Project.

A Conversation That Changed 
Everything

That day wasn’t planned. Steve Martin was simply 
passing through Somerset and met Clyde Pilkington 
for a friendly lunch. But as they talked, Steve asked 
him that question – a question he often asks people 
in his work as a fundraiser.

Clyde didn’t hesitate: “I’d create a Bible dictionary 
and a Study Bible.”

He spoke with a passion that was unmistakable. It 
wasn’t a passing thought – it was a dream that had 
lived quietly in his heart for years. That conversation 
reignited it.

“That question gave me a spark,” Clyde said. “It was 
something I thought I’d never get to do. But that day, 
hope came alive again.”

From Vision to Reality

Over the following months, the dream took shape. 
By September 2024, the two of them recorded A Vi-
sion for the Future, a video outlining what this Study 
Bible would become – a tool that would gather de-
cades of research, writings and revelation into one 
cohesive work.

In November 2024, they published the vision in the 
Bible Student’s Notebook and shared the first financial 
goal: to raise $30,000.

That amount wasn’t for printing or promotion. It was 
to hire a full-time assistant for Clyde, freeing him 
to dedicate himself completely to the Study Bible.

For years, Clyde had carried a full load – study, cor-
respondence, shipping, video, editing and writing – 
leaving little room for new research. The goal was to 
lift those responsibilities off of his shoulders so that 
he could immerse himself entirely in what Father 
had written for him to do.

By the end of the year, the goal was reached. Saints 
from around the world responded with generous gifts 
– some large, some small – but all given with love.

“You helped me see that this wasn’t about fundrais-
ing,” Clyde said.

“It was about partnership. I invest my time; others 
invest their financial resources. Together, we move 
forward in God’s energy.”

The Vision: A Bible of Freedom

This Study Bible will be unlike anything else. It will 
feature two translations side-by-side – one ultra-lit-
eral and one modern, easy-to-read version. Together 
they will form a bridge between precision and clarity.

Supporting notes and cross-references will draw 
from more than 488 published books, 43 volumes 
of the Bible Student’s Notebook, and decades of 
teaching and study.

It begins with the Scriptures that reveal the present 
administration of grace – Ephesians, Colossians, 
Philemon, and Philippians.

“This will be a Study Bible for the Secret Adminis-
tration,” Clyde said. “It’s a Study Bible of freedom – 
freedom from religion, freedom from tradition, and 
freedom from bondage.”

Building the Team

Once the initial funds were raised, the next step was 
finding the right person to help. That’s where Father 
began writing new chapters none of us expected.

Study Bible Project: An Important Update

There is only one source of all life, and that is God. – Johann Grobler

http://studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1095-SBUpdate.mp3
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In January 2025, Clyde’s granddaughter, Emma 
Hawes, began helping part-time in the office while 
attending college. Her work quickly became indis-
pensable, freeing Clyde from many daily tasks.

In the spring, a young man named Austin reached 
out, expressing his desire to serve the ministry. 
Though that particular path didn’t continue, it re-
minded us that Father has many hearts prepared for 
this message.

And then, unexpectedly, the answer came from with-
in. As Steve’s consulting work began to wind down, 
he found himself with more time – and a growing 
conviction that, perhaps, he was meant to step into 
that assistant role.

“I was afraid to send the message,” Steve told Clyde, 
“but, what would you think about me taking this po-
sition?”

His response was instant: “Duh – yes! You’re the 
man!” And with that, Father brought the story full 
circle – the same conversation that had sparked the 
dream became the path to its fulfillment.

A Dream Written Long Ago

Clyde often says, “Retirement isn’t in my vocabulary.” 
Now, with Emma’s faithful help and Clyde’s involve-
ment alongside Andre, Steve and others, he will be 
able to devote full-time energy to the Study Bible 
Project.

“I’m in my element,” Clyde says. “I know five decades 
have brought me to this point. This is the work that 
Father has written for me to do.”

The Work Ahead

This Study Bible will serve as a bridge for generations 
to come. Like the Companion Bible of a century ago, 
it builds on the work of other faithful men, carry-
ing those truths further into the light of freedom and 
grace.

“The deeper we go, the more joy, the more peace, and 
the more freedom we discover,” Clyde said.

We’re now assembling everything needed – time, 
team and resources – to take this as far as Father has 
written. Volunteers, editors and donors are all part of 
this unfolding story.

“We’re not just working for today,” Clyde said. “We’re 
preparing tools for the next generation to stand on 
our shoulders.”

Join Us in the Journey

The Study Bible Project is a shared calling – built on 
faith, fueled by love, and sustained by the giving of 
the Saints.

If you’ve already joined us through giving, thank 
you. If you’d like to help carry this vision forward, we 
welcome your partnership. Together, we are making 
possible a work that will outlast us all.

Transition Period

Between now and January is a transition period dur-
ing which Steve continues to take different responsi-
bilities off of Clyde’s shoulders. On January 1, Steve 
will step into what we tongue-in-cheek call the Chief 
of Staff role. At that time, Clyde will be free to work 
on the Study Bible full time.

“I can’t begin to express how excited I am to step into 
this role,” Steve shares. “I genuinely feel that every-
thing in my life – my years in management, commu-
nication and fundraising – has been preparing me 
for this moment. I love this ministry and the message 
it carries. I’m passionate about the truth of God’s sov-
ereignty, love and grace, and am deeply grateful for 
the opportunity to serve in a way that allows Clyde to 
focus full time on creating the Study Bible.

“To me, this isn’t just a job – it’s a calling. I believe 
Father has written this chapter long before either of 
us saw it coming, and I’m humbled and thrilled to be 
part of what He’s doing through this work.”

Visit our Study Bible Project page:
https://studyshelf.com/studybibledonations/

View our Study Bible Project update video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-bG5VeZolU

The Greek phrase rendered “in the Heavenlies” is found only in Ephesians. – J.H. Evans

https://studyshelf.com/studybibledonations/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-bG5VeZolU

