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Bible Student’s Courses

Course 2: Creation / Unit 1: God the Creator / Lesson 7: The Goal of Creation
by — Mark D. Vogt

Now, whenever all may be subjected to Him, then the Son Himself 
also shall be subjected to Him Who subjects all to Him, that God that God 
may be All in allmay be All in all (I Corinthians 15:28, CV).

(continued on page 9201)

W
e come now to the final destina-
tion of the Divine Cycle. If Ro-
mans 11:36 gives us the frame-

work (out of Him, through Him, and to 
Him), then I Corinthians 15:28 gives us the 
goal.

This is the consummation of everything God 
has been doing – from before the first age to the 
final moment of reconciliation. It is the grand pur-
pose behind every step of the story:

… That God may be All in all …

What Does “God … All in all” Mean?

This phrase is big – almost too big for us to fully 
grasp. But here’s what it tells us:

	• God is not just the beginning of everything.
	• God is not just the director behind the scenes.
	• God is the end goal – when every creature, every 

realm, and every moment will be filled with His 
presence, His love, and His glory.

Nothing will be missing. Nothing will be outside of 
Him. Everything will be in perfect harmony with 
God.

This Wasn’t Revealed Until Paul

The idea that God would become “All in all” 
wasn’t revealed in the Old Testament. It 
wasn’t even revealed by Jesus during His 
earthly ministry. This radical, beautiful 

truth was given to Paul, who was chosen to 
complete the Word of God (Colossians 1:25).

Paul was the one entrusted with this secret – this final 
piece of the puzzle. And it ties everything together:

	• Creation out of God
	• Life flowing through God
	• Everything returning to God
	• And finally, God filling all with Himself

This is what Paul called a secret – a hidden purpose 
now revealed.

Click here to listen 
to this article

https://studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1097-Vogt.mp3
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Without death, resurrection is just a word. – Steve Martin

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While humanity’s emotions may be unpredictable, God’s are steadfastly dependable. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Israel’s Role and 
“Missed” Opportunity

From the beginning, God had intended that Israel 
would be a blessing to the nations (Exodus 19:5–6). 
It was no mystery that salvation would eventually 
reach the Gentiles.

But instead of embracing that role, Israel often resist-
ed. They clung to their own identity and missed the 
greater calling to share God’s love with the world.

Even so, God continued His plan – because nothing 
stops the Divine Cycle. Israel’s “failure,” although 
Divinely Directed, wasn’t the end – it became the 
backdrop for something even greater: the revealing 
of a new creation destined to participate in God’s 
fullness.

From Pain to Realization: 
God Is Everything

Whether it was Job, who wrestled with his suffering, 
or Adam, who hid in shame after disobeying – both 
men learned the same truth:

Without God, we are nothing.

And that is exactly what God wants every creature to 
realize – not to shame them, but to draw them back 

to Himself. He is showing us, over time and through 
experience, that He alone is enough – our source, 
our sustainer, and our destiny.

The Universe Is Headed Somewhere

This is not a random story. God is taking everything 
and everyone somewhere specific. Paul describes it 
beautifully in Ephesians 1:10-11:

… to head up all in the Christ – both that in the 
Heavens and that on the Earth – in Him Whom 
our lot was cast also, being designated before-
hand according to the purpose of the One Who 
is operating all in accord with the counsel of His 
will … (CV).

Did you catch that?

	• All things are being headed up in Christ
	• This includes the Heavens and the Earth
	• And it’s all happening according to God’s will

You are part of that story. You, as a member of Christ’s 
Body, are part of the completion (Greek, Pleroma) of 
God’s plan.

2,000 Years of Grace – and Still We 
Haven’t Learned

bsn

This work does not contend for a mere doctrine; its authors are championing the 
revealed character of God. The gloomy cloud of theology has obscured Him from 
us for far too long. Tradition’s chilling mists have cooled our enjoyment of His pow-
er, wisdom and grace. Religions have libeled His name, repelling the instinctive 
responses of our heart. Christianity has left us unable to defend His honor in the 
presence of His enemies. Now all of this is gone and we are able to vindicate Him in 

The Divine Reconciliation of the Universe:
A Comprehensive Compilation

all His ways before all His creatures!  – Adapted from the Preface
This ultimate collection of 110 works by 46 authors spans nearly 200 years. It is an extensive compilation that is 

essential for every library. Authors include: Arthur P. Adams, Thomas Allin, Alan Burns, E.H. Clayton, Bob Evely, 
Phillip Garrison, Vladimir Gelesnoff, J.W. Hanson, Joseph E. Kirk, A.E. Knoch, Arthur C. Lamb, Aaron Locker, 
Adlai Loudy, Andrew Maclarty, R.B. Macnab, Erasmus Manford, H.W. Martin, Robert McLaurine, Robert McMa-
hon, William Mealand, André Piet, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Frank Neil Pohorlak, George W. Quinby, William C. 
Rebmann, F.H. Robison, A.E. Saxby, Hannah Whitall Smith, André Sneidar, James Strahan, E.F. Stroeter, Thomas 
Talbott, Ray Van Dyke, and Peter Woodhouse.

(see Goal, page 9203)

https://studyshelf.com/product/the-divine-reconciliation-of-the-universe/
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 What might seem like chaos and uncertainty is nothing more than God working out His plan and purpose. – Mark D. Vogt

F
rom the opening pages of Scripture to 
its final chapter, one theme pulses like 
a steady heartbeat: God will not be 

satisfied with rescuing only a remnant of 
humanity. His plan is nothing less than the 
full restoration of all creation. And at the 
center of that plan is blood – the poured-out 
life of His Son, the antidote to sin and death.

Colossians 1:19-20 gives us a sweeping vision:

For in Him the entire complement delights to 
dwell, and through Him to reconcile all to Him 
(making peace through the blood of His cross), 
through Him, whether those on the Earth or 
those in the Heavens.

This is no small statement. Paul is telling us that the 
blood of Christ reaches farther than human guilt, far-

ther than personal forgiveness, farther than even 
our own salvation. It reaches into the very fab-
ric of creation itself, undoing the curse, rec-
onciling every alienated thing, and harmo-
nizing the celestial and terrestrial once again.

The Cosmic Battle Was Al-
ways Personal

When Adam fell, the rupture wasn’t confined to one 
garden. It was a shockwave that tore through every 
level of God’s created order. Satan seized the oppor-
tunity to corrupt, divide and dominate. What was 
at first a unity between the celestial and terrestrial 
realms became a fractured cosmos, littered with re-
bellion.

God’s answer was not to scrap His creation and start 
again. Indeed, He knew and even planned for all of 
this to occur. Instead, He determined to heal it from 
within, beginning with a human race under the 

(see Champion, page 9163)

The Bloody The Bloody TTruthruth
Chapter 12 – The Blood that Restores All Things

by – Stephen Hill

Click here to listen 
to this article

Check out a NEW BOOK!

Blood runs like a crimson thread through the pages of Scripture – from the first 
sacrifice in Eden to the death of Christ. But what if its purpose has been misun-
derstood for centuries? What if blood was never about appeasing a wrathful God, 
but about healing, cleansing and reversing the curse of sin and death?
The Bloody Truth uncovers one of the Bible’s most profound and shocking re-
versals: that God Himself supplied the antidote to humanity’s greatest disease. 

The Bloody Truth
by — Stephen Hill

(Pre-publication notice)

Through vivid storytelling and careful attention to Scripture, this book re-
veals how the sacrifices of old pointed, not to divine anger, but to a divine Pre-Publication Sale

cure. It shows why Christ’s blood was poured out, not to satisfy vengeance, but to restore life, reconcile 
creation, and draw us near to God.

This is not another book of theological jargon. It is a bold journey into the heart of God’s plan—a plan 
that overturns human assumptions about punishment, atonement, and the very nature of salvation. If 
you’ve ever wrestled with questions about why blood is so central in the Bible, or if you’ve longed for 
a picture of God that is consistent with love, justice, and grace, this book will open your eyes to a truth 
both ancient and revolutionary.

https://www.studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1097-Hill.mp3
https://studyshelf.com/product/the-bloody-truth/
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The teaching of “eternal torment” maligns the love, mercy and justice of God. – Stephen Hill



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Goal (continued from page 9201)

curse, and ending with a universe made new.

This is why Christ was, by necessity, a man. The 
Champion had to step onto the field of human his-
tory, play by its rules, bear its weaknesses, and yet 
remain without sin.

Blood on the Mercy 
Seat of the Universe

Under the Levitical system, the high priest would 
carry sacrificial blood into the Most Holy Place and 
sprinkle it on the mercy seat, symbolizing the cleans-
ing of Israel for another year. But Hebrews 9:11-12 
tells us that Christ, as our great High Priest, entered 
“not even through the blood of he-goats and calves, but 
through His own blood … finding eonian redemption.”

Picture it: the life of the perfect Man, presented be-
fore the throne of the Most High – not as a payment 
to soften God’s heart, but as the irrefutable evidence 
that sin and death had been conquered by one of 
Adam’s race.

That blood is now, in effect, on the mercy seat of the 
Universe. It stands as an everlasting reminder to ev-
ery being – angelic, human, or otherwise – that God’s 
plan has succeeded.

Reconciling the Heavens and the Earth

Paul’s words in Ephesians 1:9-10 reinforce this pic-
ture:

Making known to us the secret of His will … 
to head up all in the Christ – both that in the 
Heavens and that on the Earth.

The blood of Christ does more than rescue us from 
personal condemnation; it is the instrument through 
which all divisions – spiritual and physical – are 
healed. The gulf between the celestial and terrestrial 

realms is closed. The Most High’s authority is not just 
affirmed – it is universally acknowledged.

And in the ages to come, the entire creation will stand 
as a testimony to this restoration. Every scar of rebel-
lion will be gone. Every shadow of corruption will be 
dispelled. What began with the blood of lambs applied 
to doorposts in Egypt will end with the Lamb’s blood 
cleansing and reclaiming every corner of existence.

The deliverance of the Hebrews from their bondage 
in Egypt – as miraculous as it was – will pale in com-
parison to the far greater exodus that all beings are 
destined to partake of in the coming ages as the work 
which God began through Christ is completed over 
time – and with our help.

Our Role in the Restoration

Believers are not mere spectators in this story – we 
are part of the first wave of restoration. We are the 
proof, even now, that the cure works. The Adver-
sary can accuse us all he wants, but the antidote has 
already been applied. We live as witnesses that the 
reign of sin and death is collapsing.

And as we are reconciled, so will the rest of creation 
be – until that day when God is “All in all” and the 
Father’s glory fills everything without remainder.

Chapter 12 Key Takeaways

	♦ Christ’s blood reconciles not only humanity but 
the entire creation.

	♦ The antidote heals the cosmic rupture caused by 
sin and death.

	♦ Believers today are living proof that restoration 
has begun.

Topics:
Major: Antidote; Blood; Reconciliation; Restoration
Minor: Champion

(see Goal, last page)

For over 2,000 years, we’ve lived in what Paul called 
the “Administration of Grace” – a dispensation when 
God has withheld judgment and while humanity ap-
pears, relatively, to be governing itself.

So how has that gone?

	• Wars
	• Division
	• Corruption

bsn

bsn
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The cross put an end to man as to flesh. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




(see Baptism, last page)
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I
f we’re going to understand Who Jesus re-
ally is, we can’t skip over the most ob-
vious truth the New Testament shouts 

again and again: He was fully, genuinely 
human. Not pretending. Not disguised. 
Not a divine being “wearing skin” for thir-
ty-three years. A real man – born, growing, 
suffering, trusting, and finally triumphing.

This matters more than most realize. Jesus’ hu-
manity is not a minor detail. It’s the foundation of 
His redemptive work, His role as Mediator, and His 
place as the Prototype for all humanity.

A Consistent Portrait

The Scriptures never waver here. Over and over, they 
present Jesus as one of us. His authority and sonship 
didn’t come from a pre-existent divinity. They were 
established in the crucible of His human life, through 
His obedience in suffering, and through God’s vindi-
cation in raising Him from the dead.

This was not optional. For Jesus to be the Messiah 
and Redeemer, He had to be fully human. Anything 
less makes the gospel collapse.

Evidence of His Genuine Humanity

The New Testament gives us more than 
enough proof.

Real Human Experiences

Jesus wasn’t above the struggles of ordinary 
life:

•	 He was truly tempted in every way, just like us 
(Hebrews 4:15).

•	 He learned obedience through what He suffered 
(Hebrews 5:8).

•	 He prayed with loud cries and tears (Hebrews 5:7).
•	 He hungered, thirsted, slept, bled and grew tired.
•	 He grew in wisdom and stature (Luke 2:52).

None of that makes sense if He was omniscient or 
omnipotent while on Earth. These weren’t staged 
performances. They were the daily realities of a man 
walking by faith.

The Last Adam

Paul draws a straight line between Adam and Christ 
(Romans 5:12-19). For the parallel to work, Jesus had 
to be just as human as Adam was. He wasn’t a di-
vine being “borrowing” humanity – He was the new 
Adam.

Where Adam failed, Jesus obeyed. Where Adam 
brought death, Jesus brought life. As Paul says, He is  
“the last Adam” (I Corinthians 15:45), the new Head 
of redeemed humanity. His victory wasn’t a heavenly 
replay – it was a real human life lived in faithfulness.

The principle of the kinsman redeemer makes this 

Firstborn: Exposing the Firstborn: Exposing the 
Myth of Pre-existenceMyth of Pre-existence

(A Synoptical Examination)
Steve Martin, Compilation Editor

Chapter 2 (of 10) The Cornerstone of Humanity – Jesus the Genuine Man

A dispensational consider-
ation of the first book of the 
Hebrew Scriptures.

Studies in 
Genesis

by — A.E. Knoch
(1874-1965)

668 pages

Click here to listen 
to this article

https://studyshelf.com/product/studies-in-genesis/
https://studyshelf.com/BSNArticleAudios/1097-Martin.mp3
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The only dependable source for knowing about God is His complete and sufficient Word – the Bible. – Mike Owens




Champion (continued from page 9160)
(see Firstborn, next page) bsn

clear: only one who was fully human could undo 
Adam’s failure. That’s why God prepared a sinless 
human seed in Mary’s womb – Jesus was like Adam 
before the fall, yet tested and proved faithful.

The Mediator

Paul couldn’t be plainer: “There is one God and one 
Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Je-
sus” (I Timothy 2:5). Even in His exaltation, Scrip-
ture insists that He is still a man. The One seated at 
God’s right hand is not a hybrid, not God pretending 
– He is the man Christ Jesus.

Made Like Us in Every Way

Hebrews 2:17 nails it: He was made in every way 
like us. That leaves no room for pre-existent divinity 
slipping into Mary’s womb. If any part of Him were 
something other than fully human, then He was not 
like us in every way.

Why His Humanity Matters

The implications are staggering.

A Relatable High Priest

Because Jesus was fully human, He can truly sympa-
thize with us. He knows what it feels like to be weak, 
to suffer, to be tempted. If He were a divine being 
masquerading as man, Hebrews 4:15 would ring hol-
low. But He was tested in every way, and that makes 
Him the perfect High Priest for us.

If we insist on pre-existence, we create a Jesus we 
can’t relate to – some celestial being who only looked 

human. But Scripture gives us a Savior Who is truly 
one of us.

Prototype of Our Destiny

Jesus is not just Redeemer – He’s the Prototype. His 
resurrection wasn’t a return to some divine state. It 
was the glorification of humanity. He is the Firstfruits 
(I Corinthians 15:20), the Trailblazer (Hebrews 12:2). 
What happened to Him is what God intends for us.

The Faith of Christ

Here’s a truth many miss: Jesus lived by faith. He read 
the Scriptures, believed them, and trusted His Father 
completely. He didn’t walk through life with super-
natural foresight or immunity to fear. He trusted 
God’s promises the way we’re called to do.

If He had already lived before and knew how every-
thing would end, His faith would be meaningless. But 
He endured betrayal, suffering and death – clinging 
by faith to the joy set before Him (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
That’s not the memory of a pre-existent state. That’s a 
man trusting God in real time.

Philippians 2 Revisited

Philippians 2 is often used to argue pre-existence. 
But the passage is about mindset, not metaphysics. 
Paul is urging believers to have the same humility 
that Christ had.

Jesus “emptied Himself ” not of divine attributes, but 
of His rights and self-importance. He chose the form 
of a servant. His humiliation was not stepping down 
from a heavenly throne, but embracing shame, re-

bsn

The Curse of Coniah and Christ’s 
Genealogy (A Compilation)

The virgin birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, was an absolute necessity, 
judging from the genealogies. At first glance the opposite seems to be 
the logical deduction. Why should His descent be traced back to Da-
vid and Abraham unless He was their natural Heir? Why go back to 
Adam unless He had a perfect pedigree? Authors include: John Cale, 
Joseph Hartill, A.E. Knoch and Fred Meldau.

76 pages

https://studyshelf.com/product/the-curse-of-coniah-and-christs-genealogy/
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The “Super-Heavens” (Ephesians 4:10) is the peculiar sphere of the Church of the Mystery. – Charles H. Welch (1880-1967)

The truth 
spreads in spite 

of all opposition.
– Andrew Jukes (1815-1901)

	• Suffering

Generation after generation, humanity keeps trying 
to rule without God – and it always ends in disas-
ter. But God already knew this would happen. This 
is His sovereign design so that we would learn that 
we need Him. Not just as a helper or guide – but as 
our “All in all.”

The Consummation: All in Harmony 
with God

God’s ultimate goal is not partial victory. He’s not 
trying to rescue a few and abandon the rest. He’s not 
in a battle He might lose.

God’s plan is total, complete, and unstoppable:

Every heart transformed
Every realm reconciled
Every creature restored

God … “All in all”

And this goal is not driven by judgment – but by 
grace.

Final Reflection

You now know the full Divine Cycle:

	• Out of God is all
	• Through God is all
	• Back to God is all
	• So that God will be “All in all”

This is the goal of creation – something to live out in 
the peace and joy of knowing it.

Topics:
Major: Consummation; Creation; Divine Cycle; God
Minor: Grace; Sovereignty

Goal (continued from page 9203)

The Steps I Have Taken
A Short Autobiographical Work

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

65 pages

Many times over the years Clyde has been asked how he got from an Independent 
Baptist pastor to where he is now: from a hell-fire and brimstone street preacher 
to a herald of the good news of “the happy God.” This work is a short chronicle of 
his journey: leaving the confines of religious bondage to enjoy the life of God in 
the wide open spaces of His grace.

jection and death. His exaltation was not a return to 
former glory – it was a reward for His obedience.

The Genuine Man

God did something stunning in Mary’s womb. He 
created a perfect human seed – His Son. Jesus’ be-
ginning was real, His humanity complete. He wasn’t 
God disguised as man. He was man, the Firstfruits 
of a new humanity, chosen and empowered by God.

This is the cornerstone of the gospel. Jesus’ human-
ity makes His sacrifice real, His priesthood relatable, 
His faith remarkable, and His exaltation the guaran-
tee of what’s coming for us.

He is the Genuine Man – the Last Adam, the Media-
tor, the Firstborn of a New Creation.

Topics:
Major: Christ, Pre-existence of; Christ’s Faith; Firstfruits; Pre-
existence; Prototype

Minor: Firstborn; High Priest
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