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The Pauline Progression:
A Dispensational Analysis of  the Apostle’s Developing 

Ministry and the Revelation of  the Secret
by — Steve Martin, Compiler1

Oikonomia, signifies a “home-law” – a spe-
cific divine economy or arrangement by 
which God manages His purpose for a 
given era. It is the divine framework for a 
given period, distinct from a simple mea-
sure of time or the specific truths dispensed 

within it.

• Dispensation (Diakonia): This term refers to the 
specific truths or instructions that are dispensed by 
God for His people within a given administration. 
While an administration is the overarching divine 
arrangement, the dispensation is the substance of the 
revelation and instruction for that period.

• The Secret (Mustērion): This refers to a profound 
truth that was previously “hid in God” (Ephesians 
3:9) and “concealed from the eons and from the gener-
ations” (Colossians 1:26). It is not a truth that was 
merely unrevealed or veiled in the Old Testament 
prophets but was a purpose kept entirely secret – un-
searchable and untraceable in the prophetic record – 
until it was revealed exclusively to and through the 
Apostle Paul after the pivotal events of Acts 28. This 
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Introduction: The Principle of 
Pauline Progression1

The ministry and message of the Apostle 
Paul were not static but underwent a sig-
nificant, divinely-orchestrated progression 
through distinct dispensational phases. This 
unfolding revelation is central to a correct un-
derstanding of God’s purpose in the present admin-
istration. Recognizing this progression is of strategic 
importance for correctly interpreting Scripture, par-
ticularly for discerning the fundamental distinction 
between the prophetic truth concerning the nation 
of Israel and the previously hidden truth of “The Se-
cret” (or “The Mystery”).

Without acknowledging the developmental nature of 
Paul’s ministry, the unique character of the present 
administration of joy (grace) is obscured, and doc-
trines specific to past or future economies are erro-
neously applied to the saints today. To facilitate a 
clear understanding, this analysis shall be grounded 
in the precise terms that provide the framework for 
understanding the divine program as it shifted over 
the course of Paul’s apostolic work.

• Administration (Oikonomia): This Greek term, 

1. A compiling and condensing of the following books: Ephesians & 
Colossians (Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.); Pastors (Clyde L. Pilkington, 
Jr.); Administra�on of the Secret (Compila�on); Paul the Apostle
(Compila�on); Paul’s Priestly Ministry (Compila�on), Bible 
Student’s Press, available at StudyShelf.
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One of the beauties of delayed justice is anticipation. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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• the absolute sovereignty and deity of God (Romans 11:36);
• the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceed-

ing joy (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7);
• the affirmation that God will save all through the death, 

burial and resurrection of Christ (I Timothy 2:3-4; 4:10; Ti-
tus 2:11);

• the universality of death and resurrection (I Corinthians 
15:21);

• the unique gospel of Paul – which he calls “my gospel” (Ro-
mans 2:16; 16:25; II Timothy 2:8; I Corinthians 15:1-4; 
Acts 13-28; Acts 20:24); 

• the epistles of the present Secret Administration being Eph-
esians & Colossians (Ephesians 3:2, 9; Colossians 1:25);

• true freedom and liberty apart from law (Galatians 5:1);
• the organic nature of the One Body (Ephesians 4:16);
• the Secret Administration, being the operational revelation 

for today (Ephesians 3:9);
• the unprophesied, Celestial hope and calling of the One 

Body (Colossians 3:4);
• the distinct message and ministry of Paul, the apostle to the 

nations (Ephesians 3:1-3);
• the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received 

(Romans 14-15);
• the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long remained 

hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice, misun-
derstanding and fear (Mark 7:7, 13);

• the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians 2:10), with:
– total freedom from sins (Colossians 1:14);
– union in His death, burial and resurrection and ascended 

seated position among the celestials (Ephesians 2:6);
– adult sonship position (Ephesians 1:5).

This publication is the product of humble efforts of saints in-
tended to stimulate the earnest study of Scripture. We do not 
claim infallibility for the contents of this publication; thus they 
are not meant to imply finality on any subject discussed, or 
that further research would not add further light from the 
Word of God. God’s storehouse of truth is inexhaustible, so 
draw on its wealth by prayerful study. Our readers are asked 
to be as the Bereans and search the Scriptures (Acts 17:10-
11; I Thessalonians 5:21).
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Everything broken will be mended. Everything lost will be found. Everything groaning will sing. – Steve Martin
analysis shall irrefutably establish that the bedrock of 
this entire doctrinal progression is found in the 
unique and distinct nature of Paul’s commission.

The Foundation of the Progression: 
Paul’s Distinct Commission

Understanding the progression in Paul’s ministry begins 
with a firm appreciation for the unique nature of his call-
ing. He was divinely severed from Israel’s prophetic pro-
gram to be the exclusive vessel for a new revelation. His 
commission was fundamentally different from that of the 
Twelve (Apostles) who followed Christ during His earthly 
ministry, and this distinction is the foundation upon 
which a new and previously unprophesied work would be 
built, transcending the prophetic program for Israel. A 
synthesis of the scriptural evidence reveals an irreconcil-
able demarcation between Paul’s commission and that of 
the Twelve.

• Contrasting Commissions: The Twelve were commis-
sioned by Christ during His earthly ministry, with a pri-
mary focus on the “Circumcision,” the nation of Israel. In 

stark contrast, Paul was commissioned by the ascended, 
glorified Christ as the apostle to the “Uncircumcision,” the 
Nations (Gentiles). As Paul himself testified, “the Gospel 
of the Uncircumcision was committed to me, as the Gospel 
of the Circumcision was to Peter” (Galatians 2:7-8). This 
established two parallel, yet distinct, spheres of operation 
during the Acts period.

• Source of Revelation: Paul’s authority and message did 
not originate with the apostles in Jerusalem. He emphati-
cally states that he did not receive his gospel from men 
but directly “by the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Galatians 
1:11-12). His post-conversion journey to Arabia, rather 
than immediately to Jerusalem to confer with the existing 
apostles, substantiates his claim of a direct, divine com-
mission independent of the Jerusalem leadership.

• Distinct Gospels: The separate commissions and 
sources of revelation resulted in two distinct gospels be-
ing preached concurrently during the period covered by 
the Book of Acts. Peter and the rest of the Circumcision 
Apostles preached the “Gospel of the Circumcision,” which 
was connected to Israel’s covenants and prophetic prom-

31 Days of God’s Secret Administration
For centuries, it was hidden in God. Then, at the appointed time, it was re-
vealed. 31 Days of God’s Secret Administration walks you through one of 

The “31 Days …” Series
Daily devotionals, one for each day of the month, compiled by Steve Martin.

Scripture’s most profound truths – the unveiling of a calling once concealed and now made known 
through the apostle Paul. These readings clarify the distinction between Israel’s earthly kingdom hope 
and the One Body’s celestial calling.
31 Days of Grace: Daily Reflections on Living with Kindness and Peace
31 of the most powerful and thought-provoking excerpts from extensive work, The Absolute Despotism of 
Grace, expounding on the marvelous, powerful reign of God’s grace in our day.
31 Days of Sovereignty: Daily Encouraging Insights About God’s Sovereignty
This installment is a curated selection of 31 of the most powerful and insightful chapters from the book 
The Absolute Sovereignty of God: A Comprehensive Compilation, emphasizing God’s complete sovereignty 
– His absolute control over all things. The goal of the book is to help readers overcome fear, guilt and 
pressure, and instead find peace in God’s unwavering rule.
31 Days of Joy: Waking Up to the Joy that Is Already Yours
In 31 Days of Joy, you’re invited to step out of the pressure to fix, improve and control your life – and into 
a quieter, freer way of living. Through simple daily reflections, this book helps you slow down, notice 
more, and experience the kind of joy that doesn’t depend on circumstances.

https://studyshelf.com/?product_cat=&s=31+days
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God is so deeply connected to His creation. It came from within Him. It matters to Him – every bit of it. – Mark D. Vogt

ises. Simultaneously, Paul preached the “Gospel of the Un-
circumcision” to the Nations, a message of justification 
through faith that would eventually lay the groundwork 
for a greater revelation. Paul’s unique commission, there-
fore, made him the chosen vessel for a ministry that 
would transition in perfect alignment with God’s unfold-
ing purpose, beginning with his foundational work dur-
ing the transitional era recorded in the Book of Acts.

The Acts Period Ministry: A 
Transitional Dispensation 

(Pre-Acts 28)

The entire period covered by the Book of Acts must be 
understood as a transitional era. It was a unique time in 
which God’s prophetic program with the nation of Israel, 
while winding down, remained active and held a position 
of priority. Concurrently, the foundations for a new and 
distinct work among the Nations were being laid through 
what Paul describes as his priestly ministry. During this 
pre-Acts 28 phase, Paul’s message and the status of believ-
ers were inextricably linked to Israel’s covenants, hopes 
and prophetic destiny.

The Priority of Israel

Throughout the Acts period, Paul’s practice consistently 
demonstrated Israel’s continued priority in the divine 
program.

• His unwavering pattern was to go “to the Jew first” in ev-
ery city he entered (Romans 1:16). His method was to en-

ter the local synagogue and reason with the Jewish people 
from their own Scriptures, persuading them “concerning 
Jesus, both out of the law of Moses, and out of the prophets”
(Acts 28:23). This approach confirms that Israel was still 
the primary audience and the prophetic Scriptures were 
the operative context for his message.

• During this time, believers from among the Nations 
(Gentiles) occupied a subordinate, though blessed, posi-
tion relative to Israel. They were characterized as “wild 
olive” branches grafted into Israel’s cultivated stock (Ro-
mans 11:17). As such, they were made “partakers of their 
spiritual things” (Romans 15:27) and were considered 
“guests of the covenants of promise” (Ephesians 2:12). Their 
blessing was mediated through Israel’s privileged posi-
tion. As a leitourgos (priest), Paul was divinely raised up 
to take Israel’s place and carry the Abrahamic blessing in 
spiritual form to the Nations while Israel was in a state of 
national defection (Romans 15:16).

The Nature of the Acts-Period Gospel and Hope

The gospel that Paul preached and the hope that he 
offered to believers during this era were in full accord 
with prophecy and directly connected to Israel’s 
covenants. He identified himself as a “minister of the New 
Covenant” (II Corinthians 3:6), a covenant promised ex-
plicitly to the house of Israel and Judah (Jeremiah 31:31). 
The ultimate expectation for believers during this period 
was “the hope of Israel” (Acts 28:20). This hope centered 
on the eventual Parousia (the “Coming”) of Christ to the 
Earth to establish the prophesied Kingdom. This event 

Antidote is for anyone who has tasted the bitterness of fear-based faith and won-
dered why the cure never seemed to work.

Using clear language, lived experience, and a steady voice of hope, this book 
exposes the hidden toxins of modern Christianity – shame, performance, con-

trol and anxiety – and offers something better in their place. Not a new system. Not another set of rules. 
But a restoring vision of God rooted in love, grace and deep freedom.
If you’ve ever felt worn down by religion, afraid of getting it wrong, or exhausted from trying to please 
God, Antidote invites you to breathe again. Healing doesn’t come from trying harder. It comes from dis-
covering what was true all along.
P.S.: Relax – there’s no hell inside this book. Turns out it was a religious rumor all along. 84 pages.

Antidote: Healing from the Poisons 
of Christianity

by — Steve Martin

https://studyshelf.com/product/antidote-healing-from-the-poisons-of-christianity/
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Christ’s resurrection defeated death, humanity’s last enemy. – Stephen Hill
was to be accompanied by a trumpet sound and a gather-
ing of believers to meet the Lord in the air as He de-
scended, a sequence detailed in I Thessalonians 4.

The Function of Miraculous Sign-Gifts

Miraculous gifts, including healings, tongues, and 
prophecies, were prevalent throughout the Acts period 
and were a normative feature of the assemblies addressed 
in Paul’s early epistles (I Corinthians 12-14). These super-
natural manifestations served a specific purpose: they 
were a “sign” to the unbelieving nation of Israel (I 
Corinthians 1:22). The Ascension Gifts described in Eph-
esians 4 – commissioners (apostles), prophets, evangelists 
and shepherd-teachers – were temporary, gifted men 
given by the ascended Christ specifically for the Acts pe-
riod to bring the Body of Christ to maturity before the full 
revelation of the Secret.

These gifts were divinely ordained to function “until … 
the unity of the faith” (Ephesians 4:13) was reached. This 
goal was achieved with the completion of Scripture in the 
Epistles of Ephesians and Colossians, at which point these 
transitional tools ceased to function with the setting aside 
of Israel and the perfecting revelation of the Secret, which 
completed the Word of God. The Acts period was there-
fore a unique, transitional phase, defined by Israel’s prior-
ity, a prophetic hope, and the presence of sign-gifts, char-
acteristics that would be decisively concluded by the piv-
otal event recorded in Acts 28.

The Dispensational Frontier: The 
Theological Significance of Acts 28:28

The final chapter of the Book of Acts does not represent 
an abrupt or unfinished conclusion to Luke’s narrative. 
Instead, it serves as a deliberate and profound dispensa-
tional boundary. Its doctrinal significance cannot be 
overstated, as it records the historical moment marking 
Israel’s formal, albeit temporary, setting aside from its po-
sition as the primary channel of divine blessing. This 
event inaugurated a new and unprophesied divine pro-
gram directed squarely at the Nations.

The Final Rejection and Judicial Blindness

Upon his arrival in Rome, Paul’s first action was to sum-
mon the chief Jewish leaders. In his final appeal to his 
kinsmen as a corporate body, he once again reasoned with 
them from “the law of Moses and out of the prophets” (Acts 
28:23), demonstrating his consistent, Israel-centric ap-
proach to the very end of the Acts period. When his testi-
mony was rejected, Paul delivered a final, solemn pro-
nouncement, quoting the prophecy of Isaiah:

Well spoke Holy Spirit by Esaias the prophet unto 
your fathers, saying, “Go unto this people, and say, 
‘Hearing ye shall hear, and shall not understand; 
and seeing ye shall see, and not perceive: For the 
heart of this people is waxed gross, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes have they closed; lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their 

The Leaping Jesus: Rethinking the 
“Man of Sorrows”

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., / Steve Martin

If Jesus could leap for joy, then joy was never meant to be optional.

There is a moment in the Gospels where Jesus does something most of us never 
imagine – He leaps for joy.

Luke says He “exulted in the Holy Spirit” – overflowing with visible delight. A surprising picture … es-
pecially if we’ve learned to see Him mainly as a “Man of sorrows.”

So, which is it?
The Leaping Jesus takes a fresh look at Christ as the Gospels present Him – revealing a Savior Who knew 

sorrow, but was not defined by it … and Whose life was marked by joy.
This is not about denying the cross. It’s about recovering the life that led to it. 64 pages.

https://studyshelf.com/product/the-leaping-jesus-rethinking-the-man-of-sorrows/
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You are enough, because God is enough. – Steve Martin
ears, and understand with their heart, and should be 
converted, and I should heal them’” (Acts 28:25-27).

This was not merely a rebuke but the formal execution of 
judicial blindness upon the nation. A subtle but powerful 
shift in Paul’s language confirms this severance; where he 
had previously spoken to his kinsmen of “our fathers,” he 
now declares that the prophet spoke to “your fathers,” dis-
tinguishing himself from the nation in its state of rejection.

The Proclamation of a New Direction

Following this pronouncement of judgment, Paul makes 
a declaration that signals a complete reorientation of 
God’s saving purpose for the age:

Be it known therefore unto you, that the salvation of 
God is commissioned to the Nations, and that they 
will hear it (Acts 28:28).

This statement marks the pivotal dispensational shift. Sal-
vation is no longer “to the Jew first,” with the Nations 
blessed as guests through Israel’s covenants. Instead, sal-
vation is now dispatched directly to the Nations, entirely 
apart from Israel as the mediating channel. This dramatic 
shift at the close of the Acts period created the necessary 
conditions for God to unveil a truth that, until this point, 
had been kept entirely secret.

The Post-Acts Ministry: The Revelation 
of the Secret Administration

Paul’s imprisonment in Rome, which followed the climac-
tic events of Acts 28, did not mark the end of his useful-
ness but rather the beginning of his final and most pro-
found ministry. It was from prison that he penned the 
epistles that contain the revelation of “The Secret.” This 
body of truth, previously unprophesied and unknown, 
represents the pinnacle of divine revelation for the 
present, defining the unique character of the current Ad-
ministration of Grace.

Defining “The Secret”

The Secret is not a truth that can be traced back to the Old 
Testament prophets. It was a purpose “hid in God” (Eph-
esians 3:9) and “concealed from the eons and from the gen-
erations” (Colossians 1:26). Its unveiling was a completely 
new act of revelation, committed solely to Paul. Accord-
ing to Ephesians 3:6, this secret is composed of three in-
terconnected realities, each highlighted by the Greek pre-
fix sun-, meaning “joint” or “together,” emphasizing a new 
level of unity and parity between believers from among 
Israel and Nations:

• Joint-Enjoyers of an Allotment (Fellow-heirs): This 
refers to a shared, co-equal super-heavenly inheri-
tance in Christ, a destiny never before revealed.

The Trinity: Truth or Tradition?
For centuries, one idea has stood at the center of Christian theology:

The Trinity.
But what if it isn’t actually found in Scripture?

In ONE: Exposing the Myth of the Trinity, Liam McAllister – presented with Steve 
Martin – cuts through tradition and theological complexity to return to a simple question: What does the 
Bible actually say?

What emerges is clear and consistent – God is one. Not a mystery to be explained away, but a truth plainly 
revealed.

This is not an attack on faith. It’s a call back to it.
If you’ve ever felt the tension between tradition and the text, if you’ve longed for clarity instead of confu-

sion, this book will challenge what you’ve been taught and invite you into something simpler, clearer, and 
more freeing. 88 pages.

ONE: Exposing the Myth of the Trinity
by — Liam McAllister with Steve Martin

https://studyshelf.com/product/one-exposing-the-myth-of-the-trinity/
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We (Christ and His Body) are not only united in resurrection, but in death and burial. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
together with the ascended Christ. This transcendent po-
sition was never revealed in any prior administration. 
Having defined this new and glorious revelation, it is now 
necessary to conduct a direct comparison between its 
doctrines and those that characterized the preceding ad-
ministration.

Comparative Analysis: 
Doctrinal Distinctions Before 

and After Acts 28

The doctrinal chasm separating the Acts period from the 
present Secret Administration is nowhere more evident 
than in a direct comparative analysis of their core doc-
trines. The following exposes the irreconcilable di-
chotomies that demand a dispensational division of the 
Pauline epistles and provide irrefutable evidence of a pro-
found doctrinal progression and a change in administra-
tion. These clear and irreconcilable contrasts irrefutably 
demonstrate a major dispensational shift, underscoring 
the necessity of a careful and discerning approach to the 
application of Pauline Scripture. Here we will see doctri-
nal points of the Acts Period (Pre-Acts 28) contrasted 
with those of the Secret Administration (Post-Acts 28).

Status of the Nations

Pre-Acts 28: Grafted into Israel’s “olive tree” (Romans 

• A Joint-Body: This describes a “One New Humanity”
(Ephesians 2:15), with the “middle wall of partition” – 
the legal and spiritual barrier that separated Jew and 
Gentile – abolished. They are no longer in a relation-
ship of “stock” and “graft,” but are co-equal peers in the 
One Body.

• Joint-Partakers of the Promise: This is a new promise, 
distinct from Israel’s “covenants of promise.” It is the 
promise of life in Christ Jesus, a purpose established 
by God “before the foundation of the world” (Ephesians 
1:4; II Timothy 1:1, 9), placing its origin outside the 
stream of prophetic history that began with Abraham. 
The calling of the “One New Man” is utterly unique, 
unrelated to Abraham, the New Covenant, or the 
prophetic hope of the New Jerusalem. Its origin (“be-
fore the foundation of the world”) and its destiny (“far 
up above all”) place it entirely outside of the prophetic 
stream associated with Israel’s earthly program.

The Celestial Sphere of Blessing

Associated with this Secret is a unique calling and sphere 
of blessing that is entirely super-celestial. The epistle to 
the Ephesians repeatedly uses the phrase en tois epouran-
ios or “in the super-Heavens” to describe the position and 
blessings of the One Body (Ephesians 1:3, 2:6). This is not 
a reference to the “heavenly Jerusalem” of prophecy but to 
a destiny “far above all principality, and power” (Ephesians 
1:21), where the One Body is already positionally seated 

What if Judas didn’t ruin the story … but fulfilled it?

For centuries, Judas Iscariot has been remembered as the ultimate traitor – the disci-
ple who betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces of silver. His name has become synonymous 

with failure, deception, and regret.
But what if we’ve misunderstood his role?
In Reframing Judas, the familiar story is revisited through the lens of Scripture, challenging long held as-

sumptions and inviting a deeper look at God’s sovereignty, the meaning of “betrayal,” and the purpose behind 
the events leading to the cross.

Was Judas a villain acting outside of God’s plan – or a chosen participant in it?
This thought-provoking booklet explores the possibility that Judas’ actions were not random, but part of a 

divine story unfolding exactly as written.
A fresh, bold perspective that will challenge you to rethink one of the most misunderstood figures in the 

Bible – and the story you thought you knew. 72 pages.

Reframing Judas: The Appointed 
Deliverer  

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. with Steve Martin

https://studyshelf.com/product/reframing-judas-the-appointed-deliverer/
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signs, earthly hope and provisional inclusion of the Na-
tions – to the full and final revelation of the Secret Ad-
ministration of Joy for the One Body.

The pronouncement of Acts 28:28 stands as the definitive 
historical and doctrinal frontier marking this crucial shift 
in God’s purpose for the ages. The primary implication of 
this Pauline progression is profound. A failure to recog-
nize the dispensational boundary at Acts 28 and the 
unique, perfecting nature of Paul’s final Epistles inevitably 
leads to doctrinal confusion. This confusion manifests 
when believers mistakenly appropriate Israel’s prophetic 
promises, earthly hopes, and religious practices for today, 
thereby degrading the unique character of the present ad-
ministration into what one dispensational writer has 
termed “a sort of bastard Judaism.”2. 

Therefore, it is imperative for the saints to embrace the 
“present truth” found in Paul’s later epistles. It is in these 
final revelations of Ephesians and Colossians that we dis-
cover our transcendent super-celestial calling, our secure 
position seated with Christ “far up above all,” and the 
hope of our appearing with Him in glory – a destiny kept 
secret in the heart of God until it was revealed for our en-
couragement and enlightenment in this present adminis-
tration.

2. Richard Holden (1828-1886), “The Mystery of Ephesians 3,” Bible 
Student’s Notebook 625.

We are not living under the shadow of death – it’s a defeated enemy awaiting its final removal. – Stephen Hill

Once a man was asked, 
“What did you gain by 
regularly praying to 

God?” The man replied,
“Nothing … but let me tell you 
what I lost: anger, pride, greed, 
depression, insecurity and fear.” 

Sometimes, the answer to our 
prayers is not gaining but losing, 

which ultimately is the gain.
– U������

11:17). Partakers of Israel’s “spiritual things” (Romans 
15:27). “Guests of the promise covenants” (Ephesians 2:12).

Post-Acts 28: The “middle wall” is broken down (Eph-
esians 2:14), resulting in the “Joint-Body” (“One Body”) 
and “One New Humanity” (Ephesians 2:15; 3:6).

Sphere of Blessing

Pre-Acts 28: Earthly, connected to the coming “Kingdom 
of Heaven” and Israel’s inheritance (Matthew 8:11).

Post-Acts 28: Celestial, “blessed with all spiritual blessings 
in the Super-Heavens in Christ” (Ephesians 1:3) and 
“seated together” with Him there (Ephesians 2:6).

Miraculous Gifts

Pre-Acts 28: Present and normative as signs for Israel. In-
cludes healings, tongues and prophecies (I Corinthians 
12-14). Paul healed the sick via handkerchiefs (ceased 
with the setting aside of Israel, I Corinthians 13:8).

Post-Acts 28: Paul could not heal Epaphroditus or 
Trophimus (Philippians 2:25-30).

Baptism

Pre-Acts 28: More than one baptism (“the doctrine of bap-
tisms” – Hebrews 6:2), was practiced, including both 
Spirit and water baptism (Acts 10:41-48).

Post-Acts 28: There is now only “one baptism” (Eph-
esians 4:5), identified as the spiritual baptism.

Paul’s Title

Pre-Acts 28: Prisoner for “the Hope of Israel” (Acts 28:20).

Post-Acts 28: Prisoner of Christ Jesus “for you, the na-
tions” (Ephesians 3:1).

Conclusion: The Imperative of 
Dispensational Distinctions

This analysis has demonstrated that Paul’s ministry was 
not a monolithic whole but reveals a clear and intentional 
progression. His work transitioned from a ministry linked 
to the prophetic program for Israel – characterized by its 
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