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“Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, whereunto 
thou art also called…” (I Timothy 6:12).

“… That they may lay hold on eternal life” (I Timothy 6:19).
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is if He is actively involved in this age? What is the 
answer? Why, the answer is, Yes! It is answered by 
the Scriptural fact that He is the “eonian God.”

That He is the God of the now – the great God of 
the present – the “I am” – is not intended to place 
any limitation upon His duration. He is just as much 
the God of the past and the God of the future as He 
is of the now. In the same way, that He is “the God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob” places no limitation 
upon Him being our God.

We now have “eonian life.” We are sons of God 
now. We have this life of God now, ahead of time, 
rather than later. Though we are not yet immortal, 
we do not need to await the resurrection-life to enjoy 
the fullness of life in God now – in this age.

We have the blessed privilege of possessing the age-
abiding life of God our Father.

God made the ages (“worlds”3 – Hebrews 1:2). He 
framed them (Hebrews 11:3) for the accomplishment 
of His “eternal [eonian] purpose” (Ephesians 3:8-
11; 1:9-11).  

3. Strong’s Greek Lexicon #165 (aion).

P
aul encourages Timothy to take hold of a very 
valuable possession – “eternal life.” Many miss 
the true meaning of this exhortation because 

of a confusion of “eternal life” with immortal life.  

The Greek word translated “eternal” in our phrase 
“eternal life” is “aionios,”1 meaning “age-abiding.”2 
Aionios, or eonian life is that life which is active and 
productive currently – in this present age. Rather 
than duration, “eternal life” has the quality and 
nature of life in view.

Since “eternal life” comes from God, it is best 
understood and defined by looking to Him. Paul, 
in Romans 16:26, speaks of the “everlasting God” 
(i.e., “the eonian God”). This word “everlasting” 
is the same word as “eternal,” also being the word 
“aionios.” That He is the “everlasting God,” or the 
“eonian God,” does not refer to the fact that God 
will never die. This is a truth that is taught elsewhere 
in Scripture by other terms, such as:

“His years shall have no end” (Psalm 
102:27).  

The issue of “everlasting God” is not whether or not 
He will ever die, but whether or not He is removed 
from His universe at this time. The question at hand 

1. Strong’s Greek Lexicon #166 (aionios).
2. Joseph B. Rotherham, Emphasized Bible, 1872; G. Campbell 

Morgan, Studies of the Four Gospels, 1929; Charles H. 
Welch, Berean  Expositor, Vol XLII, 1963; Randall T. Pittman, 
Words and Their Ways in the Greek New Testament, 1942.
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Dear Saints,
Snow has begun falling here over the past couple of 
weeks. This is certainly my favorite time of the year. I 
just love watching the snowfall from my office window! 
This is why we moved north over three years ago. 

“Hast thou entered into the treasures of the 
snow?” (Job 38:22).

With this issue of the Bible Student’s Notebook™ (BSN) 
I am happy to announce that we will begin a new 
recurring feature: The Bible Student’s Commentary™.  

This new feature of the BSN is actually a twenty-two 
year old dream. In 1985 after some ten years of Bible 
study and teaching, I was brought to an understanding 
of the distinct ministry and message of Paul, the 
Apostle to the Gentiles. It was with the introduction of 
this enlightening truth that a purpose to study through 
Paul’s epistles was first born in my heart. I tell you this 
to let you know how heart-felt this feature is to me. 
Such a written undertaking has been an ever-present 
desire of mine over the past two decades.

Our new weekly schedule of the BSN will allow us the 
space for the Bible Student’s Commentary, which was 
originally designed to be a separate periodical itself. 
Our study will begin with the book of Romans and 
continue a word-by-word study through all of Paul’s 
epistles. This will obviously be an extensive and lengthy 
process.

The Bible Student’s Commentary is a direct result of 
our family’s daily study in the Scriptures. So, I would 
be greatly remiss to neglect thanking my family who 
gathers with me around our table hours a week to 
discover and uncover the riches of our Father’s words 
addressed especially to us.

My love to each of you!

Until next week, your fellow,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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The statement “from everlasting to everlasting4 
thou art God” (Psalms 90:2), means that “from age 
to age” He is God. He is the God of EVERY age. 
There is no age in which He is not the supreme and 
sovereign God.

During the present evil age (“present evil world”5 
– Galatians 1:4), sin reigns, Satan – “the god of 
this world [age]”4 (II Corinthians 4:4) – blinds and 
deceives mankind, and death overtakes all mankind 
(I Corinthians 15:22). Nonetheless, God is absolutely 
over all and is in supreme control.  He is the “eonian 
God.”

Sir Robert Anderson confirms this understanding of 
“eternal life:” 

“The solemn language of Scripture, which 
declares aeonian life to be the peculiar blessing 
of the believer, loses all its significance, unless 
we understand the word to describe the quality 
of the life, and not duration merely.”6

“Eternal life” is the reigning quality and nature of life 
that we are already blessed to possess as a gift from 
God. It is the glorious privilege of living in the now. 
“Eternal life” is living now in Christ, in this present 
evil age; and it is the full and confident expectation 
of living and reigning with Christ “in the ages to 
come” (Ephesians 2:7).

“Eternal life” is defined in Romans 5:21; John 
17:3; I John 5:20, and is not to be confused with 
the “immortality” which accompanies our future 
resurrection-life when we are raised, incorruptible, 
from our physical graves. Immortality is obtained 
in the resurrection. Death has no power over 
immortality.

“Eternal life” is not the promise of unending life. 
Unless Christ comes before we die, we will in fact all 
die. Rather, the promise of unending life is expressed 
in the truth of immortality. 

In our texts, Paul was not encouraging Timothy to 

4. Both words translated “everlasting” are Strong’s Hebrew 
Lexicon #5769 (owlam) and corresponds to the Greek word 
aion/anionios.

5. The English word “world” is “aion” – Strong’s Greek Lexicon 
#165.

6.Sir Robert Anderson, Human Destiny, 1913, page 65.

acquire “eternal life.” He was encouraging him to 
take hold of it. The simple fact is that eternal life 
already belonged to Timothy. It was his present 
possession. All he needed to do was walk in it richly 
as his daily life. As believers we have been called 
of our Father into a wonderful possession, that of 
“eternal life.” This life is nothing less than His Own 
Life – the very Life of God Himself. It is Divine 
Life.

God planned for us to be incorporated into His life 
before the world began.

“In hope of eternal life, which God, that 
cannot lie, promised before the world 
began” (Titus 1:2).

Eternal life is God’s free gift to us through the finished 
work of our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Romans 6:23).

Not only do we have this life as a present possession, 
we are called (“whereunto thou art also called”) to 
engage this life. We have been called of God to 
actively possess our possession. It is one thing to 
have divine-life as a present possession, and yet 
still live day-by-day a mere human existence. It is 
quite another to actively engage divine life, which 
outwardly manifests itself through the moment-by-
moment details of our lives. Paul calls this heavenly 
process reigning in life.

This is our divine calling!

God’s design is that through His very own 
righteousness granted to us, His grace would reign 
in our lives. 

“That as sin hath reigned unto death, even 
so might grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 5:21).

God has equipped the believer to reign unto “eternal 
life.” He desires that we reign in His life – that we 
exercise divine life – that we really live. 
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P
aul’s letters stand out as a unique body 
of writing in the Scriptures. It would 
be impossible to over-emphasize the 

significance and importance of his letters. We will 
briefly look at some of the reasons for this.

PAUL: GOD’S MESSENGER

In order to better understand the significance of 
his writings and their particular importance to us, 
we should first consider the nature of Paul’s calling 
and service. 

Paul was God’s genuine and authentic messenger 
[also known as apostle].

He Was A Divine Messenger

Paul’s calling did not originate with man. He was 
called of God.

“Paul, an apostle [messenger], (not of men, 
neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and 
God the Father, Who raised Him from the 
dead;)” (Galatians 1:1).

He Was a Heavenly Messenger

Paul’s calling was not of an earthly nature or 
foundation. The resurrected, ascended, seated, 
exalted Lord Jesus Christ from heaven called 
Paul to be His Apostle (Acts 9:3-5; 26:13-16; I 
Corinthians 15:8). 

“…I was not disobedient unto the heavenly 
vision” (Acts 26:19).

He Was a Distinct Messenger

There were twelve apostles to the twelve tribes 
of Israel. There was only one apostle for all the 
nations (all people) without partiality (in the KJV 
“nations” are also known as “the Gentiles”).

“ … He that wrought effectually in Peter to 
the apostleship of the circumcision, the same 
was mighty in me toward the Gentiles [the 
nations; i.e., all people] …” (Galatians 2:8).

“For I speak to you Gentiles, inasmuch as I 
am the apostle of the Gentiles [the nations; 
i.e., all people], I magnify mine office [min-
istry, service]” (Romans 11:13).

Paul’s ministry was international. He was God’s 
global messenger. There were no limitations 
upon the scope of his calling. Paul was the divine 
messenger to everyone. His gospel was truly good 
news for everyone.

“… To make all men see what is the fellow-
ship [partnership] of the mystery [secret], 
which from the beginning of the world hath 
been hid in God, Who created all things by 
Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 3:9).

“… The gospel [good news], which ye 
have heard, and which was preached [pro-
claimed] to every creature which is under 
heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister 
[servant]” (Colossians 1:23).

Paul’s Message Was New 

He did not proclaim the exact same message that 

Bible Student’s Commentary™

A Survey of Paul’s Epistles #1

Introduction to PaulIntroduction to Paul’s Letterss Letters
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Israel’s twelve messengers (apostles) taught. Paul 
proclaimed “the gospel of the grace of God.” 

“… I have received of the Lord Jesus, to tes-
tify the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 
20:24).

“But I certify you, brethren, that the gos-
pel [good news] which was preached [pro-
claimed] of me is not after man. For I neither 
received it of man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the revelation of Jesus Christ” (Gala-
tians 1:11-12; c.f. Galatians 2:2, 6-9) 

Before it was revealed to Paul, this message had 
been “kept secret since the world began.”

“Now to Him that is of power to establish you 
according to my gospel [good news], and 
the preaching [proclaiming] of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation [unveiling] of the 
mystery [secret], which was kept secret 
since the world began” (Romans 16:25).

In contrast Peter preached a gospel that had been 
“spoken since the world began” (Acts 3:21). 

Paul’s Administration Was New

Paul was given the revelation of a whole new 
administration (dispensation) of God.

“Whereof I am made a minister, according 
to the dispensation [administration] of God 
which is given to me for you, to fulfill [fill 
full – complete, or finish] the word of God” 
(Colossians 1:25).

This is the unreserved dispensing out of God’s 
grace.

“For this cause I Paul, the prisoner of Jesus 
Christ for you Gentiles [the nations; i.e., all 
people], If ye have heard of the dispensation 
[administration] of the grace of God which 
is given me to you-ward: How that by reve-
lation He made known unto me the mystery 
[secret] …” (Ephesians 3:1-3).

Through the finished cross-work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, God’s grace is so abundantly being 
dispensed that it is said to be reigning!

“That as sin hath reigned unto death, even 
so might grace reign through righteousness 
unto eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord” 
(Romans 5:21).

Paul’s Mission Was New

Even the way in which the new message was 
ministered was different. To Paul was committed 
a whole new commission.

“For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach [proclaim] the gospel [good news] 
…” (I Corinthians 1:17) 

“And all things are of God, who hath rec-
onciled us to Himself by Jesus Christ, and 
hath given to us the ministry of rec-
onciliation; to wit [know], that God was 
in Christ, reconciling the world unto Him-
self, not imputing [counting] their trespasses 
unto them; and hath committed unto us 
the word of reconciliation. Now then we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech [plead with] you by us: we 
pray you in Christ’s stead [place], be ye rec-
onciled to God. For He [God] hath made 
Him [the Lord Jesus Christ] to be sin for us, 
Who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in Him” (II Corin-
thians 5:18-21).

The Biblical Importance Of Paul’s Ministry

Paul’s ministry is not to be taken lightly. His was a 
serious one. It was so, because of Who it was that 
had commissioned and sent him.

As Jesus Christ said,

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that re-
ceiveth whomsoever I send receiveth Me; 
and He that receiveth Me receiveth Him that 
sent Me” (John 13:20).
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God sent Paul to the Nations (Gentiles).

“… I will send thee far hence unto the Gen-
tiles [the nations; i.e., all people]” (Acts 
22:21; c.f. 26:17). 

The message given to Paul is complete and final.  

“Whereof I am made a minister, according 
to the dispensation [administration] of God 
which is given to me for you, to fulfill [fill full 
– complete] the word of God” (Colossians 
1:25).

“But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach [proclaim] any other gospel [good 
news] unto you than that which we have 
preached [proclaimed] unto you, let him be 
accursed [separated] …” (Galatians 1:8).

Paul’s gospel is the very standard of divine 
judgment.

“In the day when God shall judge the secrets 
of men by Jesus Christ according to my gos-
pel” (Romans 2:16).

The Historical Importance of Paul’s Ministry

We surely can learn from Bible history concerning 
the serious nature of Paul’s apostleship. Look at 
his warning to the Ephesians:

“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and 
to all the flock, over the which the Holy 
Ghost hath made you overseers … For I 
know this, that after my departing shall 
grievous wolves enter in among you, not 
sparing the flock. Also of your own selves 
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to 
draw away disciples after them. Therefore 
watch, and remember, that by the space of 
three years I ceased not to warn every one 
night and day with tears. And now, brethren, 
I commend you to God, and to the word of 
His grace, which is able to build you up, and 
to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified” (Acts 20:28-32).

Did these Ephesians take this warning seriously? 
Evidently not, for later Paul spoke of them 
abandoning him (apostasy).

“This thou knowest, that all they which are 
in Asia [Asia Minor] be turned away from 
me” (II Timothy 1:15).

The able Bible teacher, William R. Newell (1868-
1956) wrote in 1925:

“Throughout church history, to depart from 
Paul has been heresy. To receive Paul’s gospel 
and hold it fast, is salvation, – ‘By which also 
ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I 
preached [proclaimed] unto you, unless ye 
have believed in vain’ (I Corinthians 15:2).” 
– Romans Verse By Verse 1

The Current Importance of Paul’s Ministry

Paul was given the revelation of the formation of 
the church (called out ones), the Body of Christ – 
a new and heavenly creation (II Corinthians 5:16-
17; I Corinthians 12:13, 27; Philippians 3:20; 
Ephesians 1:3; 2:15; Colossians 3:1-2).

“… The church [called out ones], which is 
His body …” (Ephesians 1:22-23).

Because of this truth, the answer to almost every 
problem that the Body of Christ currently faces is 
to be found in the “present truth” committed to 
Paul. The Lord Jesus Christ’s heavenly message, 
ministry and methods were delivered to Paul.

“This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all 
acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief”  
(I Timothy 1:15). 

Even the very words Paul used are a pattern for us.

“Hold fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus” (II Timothy 1:13). 

1. The salvation spoken of in I Corinthians 15:2 is deliverance 
from the vanity and hopelessness of bad doctrine.
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We are instructed to follow Paul.

“Wherefore I beseech you, be ye followers 
of me” (I Corinthians 4:16).

“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am 
of Christ” (I Corinthians 11:1).

“Brethren, be followers together of 
me…” (Philippians 3:17).

Sadly, Paul’s “follow me’s” have been long 
abandoned.

To those who are spiritual, the things that Paul 
wrote in his letters are the commandments of the 
Lord.

“If any man think himself to be a prophet, or 
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things 
that I write unto you are the commandments 
of the Lord” (I Corinthians 14:37). 

As the late Francis L. Patton, president of Princeton 
University once said, 

“The only hope of Christianity is in the 
rehabilitation of Pauline theology. It is back, 
back, back, to an incarnate Christ and the 
atoning blood, or it is on, on, on to atheism 
and despair.”2

THE PLACEMENT OF PAUL’S LETTERS

The particular placement of Paul’s letters in the 
Scripture is NOT an accident or coincidence. 

It reflects the simple structure of time: past, present, 
and future.

One of the most foundational keys of understanding 
and unlocking the rich treasures of God’s Word is 
the principle of “rightly dividing the word of truth” 

2. For further reference on Paul’s distinct ministry see the 
following articles in the Bible Student’s Notebook:Authority: 
With Special Reference to Paul (BSN 48)The Gospel Paul 
Did NOT Preach (BSN 49)Paul’s Gospel (BSN 16)What We 
Take For Granted When We Read Paul (BSN 7)Why Paul?: 
Unveiling Practical Truth Veiled by Traditions (BSN 12).

(II Timothy 2:15).

The Scriptures plainly tell us that God has divided 
His dealings with mankind in three basic divisions 
of time (Ephesians 2:1-13): the past, the present, 
and the future. When reading this passage, notice 
Paul’s use of words related to timing.

The Past: “… in time past …” (Ephesians 
2:11).

The Present: “… but now …” (Ephesians 2:13).
The Future: “… in the ages to come …” 

(Ephesians 2:7).

Past, present, and future are a simple breakdown 
of God’s plan of the ages for us. During each of 
these periods of time, certain unique things were 
true about God’s purpose and plan with man.

Here is a simple breakdown of the three time 
periods, along with the books of the Bible that 
they cover.

PAST
“TIME PAST”
Genesis – Acts 

PRESENT
“BUT NOW”

Romans – Philemon

FUTURE
“AGES TO COME”

Hebrews – Revelation 

Paul wrote 13 letters: Romans through Philemon. 
They represent God’s present purpose and plan 
with man. 

All of the books that precede Paul’s writings in 
Scripture (Genesis – Acts) contain God’s past 
dealings with man – Israel. All of the books that 
follow Paul’s writings (Hebrews – Revelation) hold 
God’s plans for His future dealings with man, after 
His present purpose has been completed.

We live in the “But Now” portion of this time 
division. Paul is God’s writer to us for this time. 
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+ + + + +

C.I. Scofield wrote:

“In his [Paul’s] writings alone we find the 
doctrine, position, walk, and destiny of the 
church.” 

C.I. Scofield (1843-1921)
Scofield Reference Bible
Page 1252

+ + + + +

Oliver B. Greene wrote,

“Paul’s message was a new message … a mystery 

not known before. His message, received direct from 
Heaven, was a new revelation of divine truth. The 
heart of Paul’s message was “the grace of God” and 
that the grace of God had been extended to all men 
everywhere regardless of nationality – Jew or Gentile, 
Greeks or Barbarians …

Before, the grace of God had been limited to the nation 
Israel; and Gentiles could be saved only by becoming 
Jews, by submitting to the Jewish rite of circumcision, 
thus placing themselves under the laws and rituals of 
the Israelites.”

Oliver B. Greene (1915–1976)
Epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Galatians 
Page 16

Here is the root of the whole matter. Shall we 
continue to live as mere mortals – existing in the 
vanity of human life, or shall we live out the divine 
life already given to us by God?

“And this is life eternal, that they might know 
Thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, 
Whom Thou hast sent” (John 17:3).  

Today we can walk in fellowship with God, in the 
righteousness of His Son. We can walk in peace, 
and in the joy of “eternal life.” This is all about a life 
that is centered in the knowledge of the Father, and 

His Son. It is the foretaste of things to come. This is 
our special position as a believer.

“… Specially of those that believe” (I Timothy 
4:10b).

“Therefore I endure all things for the elect’s 
sakes, that they may also obtain the salvation 
which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 
It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with 
Him, we shall also live with Him” (II Timothy 
2:10-11).  
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