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and observe, “Something is wrong with this 
gospel!”

Salvation of the lost seems to rest a great 
deal upon we who are Christians. If we don’t 
witness, others end up in hell forever. We were 
remiss, but we end up in heaven. Because of 
our neglect, others end up in hell. 

God seems to place an awful lot of responsibility 
on our shoulders! His plan of salvation seems to 
be dependent on how well we do what we’re 
supposed to do. But look at the sorry history of 
mankind as recorded in the Bible! Would God 
really base the eternal destiny of others upon 
our performance?

Something is wrong with this gospel!

Perhaps, though, God knows of our weaknesses, 
and takes control of things Himself. Perhaps He 
draws the lost to Himself, so they can accept the 
gospel even if all believers fail to act. Or perhaps 
God causes some believers to take action so 
that others will hear and accept the gospel!

S
omeone passed along to me a recent 
copy of “Today’s Christian” magazine that 
contained an interesting question-and-

answer article entitled, “I Waited Too Long.” The 
writer expressed deep regret in taking too much 
time preparing to share the gospel with a friend, 
and before he was able to do so the friend died. 
He asked for help in finding peace.

The response comforted the writer by saying 
that he may one day be “surprised” to find his 
friend in heaven, and that he should not blame 
himself for missing his chance to witness. There 
“may have been” other believers that God used 
to share the gospel with this friend in his final 
days.

“You may be surprised to see your friend in 
heaven!”  “God may have used other believers 
to share the gospel with your friend.” This is the 
only assurance that is offered by most in the 
church today in cases where a friend or loved 
one has died without responding correctly to 
the gospel.

But what if others also do not share the gospel? 
What if others are like this friend who waited, 
and prepared, and never got around to sharing 
with this friend?

This interchange should cause anyone to stop 



BIBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 159631218 Issue 114

Bible Student’s Notebook
ISSN: 1936-9360

No. 114 – December 13, 2007

This weekly publication (52 times a year) is dedicated to:

• the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, 
exceeding grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7)

• the affi rmation of God’s purpose to save all mankind 
through the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ (I 
Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10; Titus 2:11)

• the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation 
of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world 
began” (Romans 16:25)

• true freedom and liberty apart from the law (Galatians 
5:1)

• the organic nature of the church, the body of Christ (I 
Corinthians 12)

• the distinct ministry of Paul, the apostle to the Gentiles 
(Romans 11:13)

• the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received 
(Romans 14-15)

• the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long remained 
hidden under the veils of traditionalism, prejudice, 
misunderstanding, and fear (Mark 7:7, 13).

• the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians 
2:10), with …
- total forgiveness of sins (Colossians 1:14)
- identity in His death, burial, and resurrection (Romans 6)
- adult sonship position (Galatians 4)

This publication is a joint effort of a few members of the body 
of Christ. It is a product of our individual lives and ministries 
together. We do not claim infallibility for its contents. Our 
readers are asked to be as the Bereans and search the 
Scriptures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians 5:21).

This publication is not connected with any “church,” 
“denomination,” “movement,” “organization” or “mission.”

SUBSCRIPTION

Electronic Version (e-mailed to you): 1 Year (52 
issues) – $10; 2 Years (104 issues) – $20

Printed Version (mailed to you): ½ Year (26 issues) – $25;
1 Year (52 issues) – $50

PATRIARCHS
Remember that it is our responsibility as husbands and 
fathers to take the truths we learn from God’s Word, the 
truths that we hold dear, and impart them to our families.

The Bible Student’s Notebook
PO Box 265, Windber, PA 15963

Offi ce: (800) 784-6010

bsn@studyshelf.com
www.BibleStudentsNotebook.com

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. – Editor
Andre Sneidar  – Managing Editor
Rick Lemons – Associate Editor

Visit our online bookstore at: www.StudyShelf.com

Copyright © 1989-2007 Pilkington & Sons

Dear Beloved Ones,
Greetings in our Father’s rich and superabundant grace!

Well, here we are with our third weekly issue of the BSN. I am really 
looking forward to coming to you each week and sharing the things 
that are precious to my heart.

It is hard to believe that we are near the end of the year. As I write 
this, our most significant snowfall of the season has covered the 
ground nicely outside my office window. Oh, how I loveWinter!

It looks like my daughter, son-in-law, and granddaughter will be 
moving to Kansas. Their house here is up for sale, and they are 
there looking at property. This is a really hard time for grandpa 
(or “ta-pa” as Emma calls me). I already miss them. We do talk to 
them almost daily though, and I get the opportunity to sing “The 
Kitty-Cat Song” to her; the one that my father used to sing to my 
children when they were little. Even though they will be some 15 
hours away from us, it is comforting to know that they will be near 
other family members. 

With this issue of the BSN we will continue to introduce new 
features to our readers. The Salvation of All will be a reoccurring 
series of gleanings on the topic of universal reconciliation. We will 
have many other categorized gleanings that we will alternate in 
upcoming BSNs:  

The Outsiders
(“church” quotations)

God’s Present Purpose
(“dispensational” quotations)

The Divine Reckoning 
(“identity” quotations)

The Kingdoms of this World 
(“government” quotations)

Heaven’s Embassy on Earth 
(“family” quotations)

Mystery, Babylon 
(“religious” quotations)

Maybe we will add a few more as time goes along. Of course we 
will continue to run Selected Readings (our gleanings on various 
topics), and the Reader’s Question Box that we introduced many 
issues ago.

Until next week,
Be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might!

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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But if God is in control, why can’t He lead ALL 
mankind to salvation? Why can’t God know 
who to send, and what needs to be said or 
done so that every lost soul hears, understands 
and acknowledges Him as Lord?

Guess what! God is in control, and this is 
exactly what He is in the process of doing. 
You can’t tell by looking at the state of affairs 
in the world today, or even the state of “the 
church” … but in His Word God assures us 
that He is in control … that He is the Savior of 
all mankind (I Timothy 4:9-11) … that just as 
in Adam all are dying, so also in Christ will all 
be made alive (I Corinthians 15:21-23) … that 
Christ is reigning until all are subjected to God 
and God becomes “All in all” (I Corinthians 
15:20-28).

Something is wrong with the gospel that is 
preached by most preachers and teachers 
today. Their gospel says that IF you correctly 
respond to the gospel in this lifetime, however 
long you may have, you will spend eternity in 
heaven. But IF you do not respond correctly 
to the gospel in this lifetime, you will spend 
eternity in hell, being tormented endlessly 
with no hope of escape. The word “gospel” 
means good news, but what is preached by 
most today sounds more like good news and 
bad news.

That’s because it is not what God’s Word 
says. 

Since roughly the fifth century, the majority 
teaching within the church (called “orthodoxy”) 
has taught the doctrine of endless torment … 
But this teaching stems from … a failure to 
carefully study God’s Word to understand 
“how it all fits together.” One cannot simply 
read from any place in the Bible and proclaim, 
“Here God is speaking to me.” God has 
worked in different ways in different ages, using 
different individuals or groups of people.

But one thing is consistent throughout. God 
is continually working toward the goal of 
reconciling ALL to Himself!

Today the world hears “the church” proclaiming 
good news mixed with bad news. “You can 
get to heaven if you will believe before it is 
too late, but as for your deceased loved ones, 
take heart … maybe you will be surprised to 
see them in heaven … maybe God sent a 
Christian to them just in time so they could 
respond … maybe … maybe … maybe …” 
Good news, is it?

Something is wrong with this gospel!

But what God’s Word REALLY says, if one 
can escape the biased and incorrect teachings 
of “the church,” is that God is in the process 
of saving ALL mankind.

All will be made alive! Not all at the same 
time, but all in their time (see I Corinthians 
15:22-23). God cannot become “All in all” (I 
Corinthians 15:28) until the last sheep is safely 
in the fold. 

God is “the Saviour of all men, specially of 
those that believe” (I Timothy 4:10). Yes, He 
is the Savior of believers in a special way, for 
they believe and are saved in this present age 
through faith, and serve a specific function 
in the unfolding works of God. But God 
is the Savior especially of believers, not 
exclusively of believers. For one day every 
knee will bow, all will be subjected to Him, 
and He will be “All in all.”

This is God’s plan, as revealed to us in His 
Word. It is not contingent upon anything we 
do. God’s will cannot be thwarted by mankind. 
It is guaranteed. And that is the gospel!

Grace Evangel Newsletter
2005
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The Salvation of AllThe Salvation of All
Select Readings on Universal Reconciliation

(Part I)
“For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive”

(I Corinthians 15:22).

GOD IS GOOD

I believe that God is good. No thought I have ever 
had of God is better than God actually is … I have 
never overestimated how good God is because 
God’s goodness overflows far beyond the limits 
of human understanding.

Brian McLaren
The Last Word and the Word after That, Page xi
(2005)

I WILL DRAW ALL MEN UNTO ME

“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto Me” (John 12:32).

Therefore, if “all men” are to be drawn to Him, His 
words await their perfect fulfillment. The present 
age of grace does not exhaust the possibilities of 
His power, for, as the grand Executor of God’s 
will, glorious work awaits the Son of God in ages 
yet unrolled.

Remembering, too, that God, as the Savior of all 
men (I Timothy 4:9-11), wills all humanity to be 
saved (I Timothy 2:4) by virtue of Christ’s kingly 
ransom for all (I Timothy 2:6), we should glory in 
redemption so amazingly complete.

We see then, that He who fashioned and formed, 
can perfect and complete. All the marvelous 
details of His will move with stately strides toward 
His desired conclusion. He is the God of patience, 
even as He is the God of hope.

In thinking of such vastness of grace, we must 
distinguish between the immediate and the 

ultimate, between development and completion.

Now is the fragmentary, then the complete. His 
way is perfect, His will supreme.

May it be ours to wait patiently for Him, that your 
hearts and intellects will rest in His ability to bring 
to glad fulfillment the operations of His majestic 
will.

William Mealand (1873-1957)
Unsearchable Riches, Volume 9, 1917
(Edited)

WILL SIN ALWAYS REIGN?

Has sin reigned in God’s creation? It most certainly 
has! Will it always reign, sealing forever the 
wretched fate of billions of God’s children, forever 
marring and ruining His most precious handiwork? 
No! It will not! For where sin has reigned and to 
the extent it has increased, so grace will conquer 
and reign, increasing far beyond the regions and 
influence of sin, eventually finding and restoring 
each and every lost sheep, clothing us all in the 
very brightness of His glory forever!

Regardless of all the judgment passages in the 
Bible and all the metaphors and Eastern images 
that have been forced to bear the false burden of 
eternal torment, there is a truth that rises above 
them all, a glorious destiny and precious reality 
which they all serve. GOD IS LOVE AND LOVE 
NEVER FAILS! (I John 4:16; I Corinthians 13:8).

All His mighty attributes and perfections, all His 
fearful judgments and wrath are but servants 
and ministers of His love that will one day bring 
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His family home, not missing even one, to be 
perfectly holy and happy, united and free, forever 
and ever!

Allan E. Chevrier
Whatever Became of Melanie?
(2005)

THE EPHESIAN SUMMIT

Ephesians is the summit of God’s revelation to us. 
God has removed sin and estrangement. No longer 
does justice withstand the purposes of love. Paul 
takes us back to a time long before the creation of 
Adam, and forward to a point far beyond the end 
of the book called Revelation.

Andrew MacIarty
The Prison Letters
Grace & Truth

GOD ON PLAN A

The “fall” of humanity in the garden did not take 
God by surprise. How could anything take God 
by surprise? God did not resort – following the 
events of Eden – to Plan B. I am happy to tell you 
that God is still on Plan A, and the so-called fall 
was part of that plan. God has a plan (Ephesians 
3:11). Imagine that.

Martin Zender
The Really Bad Thing About Free Will:
A Critical Look at the Salvation by Willpower 
Doctrine, Page 64
(2006)

THE SALVATION OF THE
WHOLE HUMAN RACE

The salvation of the whole human race is what God 
proposed in the creation. It is what Christ came into 
the world to effect, and for the accomplishment of 
which he was given all needed power in heaven 
and earth. To this end he died the death of the 
cross, and thus tasted death for every man; and 
I submit that such self-sacrificing love cannot 
suddenly cool, or readily give over to endless 

torment souls for which it thus willingly suffered. I 
should be ashamed of myself if, believing in God 
and in Christ, I still feared their ultimate failure in 
this great work of redemption, whose history fills 
the Bible.

Thomas J. Sawyer (1804-1899)
Endless Punishment In the Very Words of Its 
Advocates
(1880)

DIMINISHING THE WORK OF THE CROSS

To believe that anyone goes into the Lake of Fire 
to bear that punishment again for sin is actually 
to diminish the work of Calvary and to detract 
from the perfect atonement of the cross, making it 
without effect and altogether unnecessary. Hence, 
we must view the Lake of Fire as being something 
other than retributive; and our only alternative is 
that the Lake of Fire is remedial …

It becomes morally impossible for all things to 
be both subject to Jesus Christ and yet sinfully 
rebellious against Him at the same time.

Charles P. Schmitt
The Unending Triumph of Jesus Christ

SHALL HE NOT DO
WHAT HE ASKS US TO DO?

Shall He say “Forgive seventy times seven,” and 
Himself not forgive except in this short life? Shall 
He command us to “overcome evil with good,” 
and Himself, the Almighty, be overcome of evil? 
Shall He judge those who leave the captives 
unvisited, and Himself leave captives in a worse 
prison forever unvisited? Does He not again 
and again appeal to our own natural feelings of 
mercy, as witnessing “how much more” we may 
expect a larger mercy from our “Father which is in 
Heaven?”

Andrew Jukes (1815-1901)
The Restitution of All Things, Page 94
(1867)
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BUT ONE SOUL

If but one soul were to remain in the power of the 
devil, death, or hell, to all endless eternity, then 
the devil, death, and hell would have something 
to boast of against God. Thus death would not be 
entirely swallowed up in victory, but always keep 
something of his sting, and hell would ever more 
be able to make a scorn of those who would say, 
“O hell, where is, your victory?”

Paul Seigvolck
The Everlasting Gospel
(1753)

THE FAITH OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Through the years I have often read about the 
character and integrity of Abraham Lincoln, our 
16th President. In many books found in Christian 
bookstores we read that Lincoln was a believer 
who accepted the Bible as the Word of God. But 
there is one point that is not often found in these 
popular writings … Abraham Lincoln believed in 
the ultimate salvation of all men!

I just finished reading The Almost Chosen People 
by William J. Wolf (Doubleday & Company Inc, 
1959) which is a study of the faith of Lincoln. I 
strongly recommend this book, and would like to 
share a few quotations.

One of Lincoln’s associates, Mentor Graham, tells 
of Lincoln:

 “He took the passage, ‘As in Adam all die, even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive,’ and followed 
up with the proposition that whatever the breach 
or injury of Adam’s transgressions to the human 
race was, which no doubt was very great, was 
made just and right by the atonement of Christ.” 
(page 47)

Another associate, Isaac Cogdal, tells of a 
discussion on religion in Lincoln’s office in 1859:

 “Lincoln expressed himself in about these words: 
He did not nor could not believe in the endless 

punishment of any one of the human race. He 
understood punishment for sin to be a Bible 
doctrine; that the punishment was parental in 
its object, aim, and design, and intended for the 
good of the offender; hence it must cease when 
justice is satisfied. He added that all that was lost 
by the transgression of Adam was made good by 
the atonement: all that was lost by the fall was 
made good by the sacrifice.” (page 104)

Jonathan Harnett also described a discussion that 
took place in Lincoln’s office in 1858:

“Lincoln … closed up with the restitution of 
all things to God, as the doctrine taught in the 
Scriptures … He did not pretend to know just 
when that event would be consummated, but 
that it would be the ultimate result, that Christ 
must reign supreme, high over all, The Saviour 
of all; and the supreme Ruler, he could not be 
with one out of the fold; all must come in, with 
his understanding of the doctrine taught in the 
Scriptures.” (pages 105-6)

Lincoln often referred to I Corinthians 15 to 
support his view of universal salvation.

Lincoln never joined a church, although he did 
occasionally attend, especially in his later years. 
He was disturbed by the many divisions within 
the church, and the various creeds propounded 
by many different denominations. …

Bob Evely
Grace Evangel Newsletter
(2003)

IMAGINE

Imagine for a moment that eternal torment might 
be wrong. Imagine it to be the sorry result of one 
or two key scriptural works mistranslated. Imagine, 
if you can, that Jesus Christ really did remove all 
sin, just as John the Baptist said He would (John 
1:12). Imagine, too, that He will destroy the works 
of the devil, which Scripture says He came to do 
(I John 3:8). Imagine, if you can, that He Who 
wills all to be saved (I Timothy 2:4), is able to 
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accomplish what He wills (Ephesians 1:11).

Imagine that the same all dying in Adam will one 
day be vivified [made alive] in Christ (I Corinthians 
15:22). In other words, imagine that the Second 
Adam will do greater good than the first did 
harm (Romans 5:18-19); this should not be hard 
to conceive. Imagine that He is the Savior of all 
mankind (I Timothy 4:10), Who will abolish all 
death, including the second (I Corinthians 15:26). 
And can you envision a universe finally freed 
from sin, and all creatures of all time ultimately 
reconciled to Him (Colossians 1:16-20)?

Then rejoice, for you are on hallowed ground.

Rejoice.

Martin Zender
The Really Bad Thing About Free Will:
A Critical Look at the Salvation by Willpower 
Doctrine, Page 63
(2006)

GRACE IS STRONGER THAN SIN

The notion of the popular creed, (i.e., that God is 
in the Bible detailing the story of His own defeat, 
how sin has proved too strong for Him), seems 
wholly unfounded. Assuredly the Bible is not the 
story of sin, deepening into eternal ruin, of God’s 
Son, worsted in His utmost effort. It is from the 
opening to the close the story of grace stronger 
than sin – of life victorious over every form of 
death – of God triumphant over evil.

Thomas Allin (1835-1908)
Christ Triumphant

ALL EVENTUALLY WILL COME

God is now conciliated to all mankind (II 
Corinthians 5:19). This blessing has come to us 
through the blood of Christ’s cross (Colossians 
1:20). God no longer holds men’s offenses against 
them (II Corinthians 5:19). This same blood will 
reconcile all to Himself, both that in the heavens 
and that on earth (Colossians 1:20).

The cross saves everyone, but not all at once (I 
Corinthians 15:22-23). Jesus Christ is a ransom 
for all, but the testimony of it will not be seen until 
the eras designated to show it (I Timothy 2:6). 
God will one day be all and in all (I Corinthians 
15:58). How can He be that if billions of the all 
remain dead or tortured?

Paul speaks of a time called the consummation, 
when death is to be abolished (I Corinthians 15:26; 
II Timothy 1:10). If there will one day be no more 
death, then the time is coming when even the 
second death will cease to be. At this time, those 
formerly captured by it will be delivered into the 
life won for them by Christ on the cross. With no 
more death, nothing remains but life. Some come 
to Christ sooner, some come later. But eventually, 
all come.

Martin Zender
The Really Bad Thing About Free Will:
A Critical Look at the Salvation by Willpower 
Doctrine (2006)
Pages 66-67

A SIMPLE ARGUMENT
FOR THE SALVATION OF ALL

Suppose that Christ commanded that we love 
our enemies and love our neighbor even as we 
love ourselves because such love is an essential 
condition of blessedness or supreme happiness. If 
this is true, as I believe it is, then God could not 
possibly bring blessedness to one person without 
also bringing it to all.

Here is why. If I truly love my daughter even as I 
love myself, then her interests and my own are so 
tightly interwoven as to be logically inseparable: 
any good that befalls her is then a good that 
befalls me, and any evil that befalls her is likewise 
an evil that befalls me. I could never be happy, for 
example, knowing that my daughter is suffering 
or in a miserable condition – unless, of course, I 
could somehow believe that all will be well for her 
in the end. But if I cannot believe this, if I were 
to believe instead that she had been lost to me 
forever – even if I were to believe that, by her 



own will, she had made herself intolerably evil 
– my own happiness could never be complete. 
For I would always know what could have been, 
and I would always experience this as a terrible 
tragedy and an unacceptable loss, one for which 
no compensation is even conceivable. Is it any 
wonder, then, that Paul could say concerning his 
unbelieving brothers and sisters whom he loved 
so much: “For I could wish that I myself were 
accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of 
my people” (Romans 9:3)? From the perspective 
of his love, in other words, Paul’s own damnation 
would be no worse an evil, and no greater threat 
to his own happiness, than the eternal damnation 
of his loved ones would be.

God could make us “happy” whilst our loved ones 
suffered in hell only in two possible ways: either by 
concealing from us the magnitude of the tragedy 
(blissful ignorance), or by giving us a callous and 
stony heart, so that we no longer truly loved 
those who were lost. Both of these possibilities, 
however, are incompatible with true blessedness. 
So in the end, it is logically impossible for God 
to bring blessedness to one person without also 
bringing it to all.

Thomas Talbott
The Inescapable Love of God
(1999)

FIRSTFRUITS: THE BEGINNING
OF GOD’S GREAT HARVEST

The word “fi rstfruits” speaks of the beginning of 
something, or the fi rst of the ripe fruits. The word 
“fi rstfruits” would then signify to us that that which 
is considered a fi rstfruit is not the full harvest, but it 
does point to the fact that there is more fruit to come. 
The fi rstfruits are not the end of the harvest, but it is 
just the beginning of God’s great harvest! …

God is gathering in a remnant, or fi rstfruits. This 
remnant is then to be used in the coming age to be 
the very manifested sons of God, which will result 
in all nations coming to the knowledge of the Lord. 
This remnant is to be used as well in the Age of 
the Ages, playing a part in the fi nal phase of God’s 
great harvest, which will result in the gathering of 
all remaining things in Christ (Ephesians 1:9-11, 

Colossians 1:20). This will be the consummation and 
completion of God’s great harvest, which will result 
in Him being “All in all” (Everything to everyone).

We must realize that the fi rstfruits is not the end of 
God’s dealings with man, but just the beginning. 
According to God’s pattern given in the Old Testament, 
there must come forth a fi rstfruits company that is 
separated away fi rst from the whole just as the sheaf 
of fi rstfruits was waved as the evidence that the 
whole harvest would follow. Rejoice! You are the 
fi rstfruits of God. Your very salvation guarantees 
the rest of the harvest to come.

Thomas Kissinger
The Glory of God and the Honor of Kings
Devotion for February 13

THE “MANY” OF ROMANS 5:15

When Paul uses the expression “many,” he is not 
intending to delimit the denotation. The scope 
of “many” must be the same as the “all men” of 
verses 12 and 18. He uses “many” here, as in verse 
19, for the purpose of contrasting more effectively 
“one” and “many,” singularity and plurality – it 
was the trespass of one… but “many” died as a 
result.

John Murray
Epistle of Paul to the Romans

MERCY UPON ALL

“For God hath concluded them all in 
unbelief, that He might have mercy upon 
all” (Romans 11:32).

God is in all this – every bit of it – the evil as well 
as the good. He shuts us up in unbelief, that He 
may have mercy on us, so when folks walk Satan’s 
way, they are being taken that way by a God who 
has designs of mercy on them.

Norman P. Grubb (1895-1993)
Notes from Norman


