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Cet T/lere Be Cight

— Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“And the earth was wfrhour form, and void; and darkness was upon the
face of the deep. And the Spirt of God moved upon the face of the waters.
And God said, Let there be light: and there was light” (Genesis 1:2-3).

his world is a dark place without the light and

z life of God. Men naturally walk in darkness.

Their concepts and ideas are empty and

vain. Only that which comes from God has real and

lasting value. It is His life and viewpoint that bring

true enlightenment to our hearts and minds. It is

His Word that will transform our naturally darkened

minds, making them beam in the fullness of light and
understanding.

God has gloriously given us His rich Word to lighten
our world. It alone is how we can find our way in the
ever growing confusion and uncertainty of daily life.

“The entrance of Thy words giveth light” (Psalm
119:130a).

“Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light
unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

We should avail ourselves of the rich light of our
Father’s Word. We should read it (I Timothy 4:13),
study it (II Timothy 2:15), meditate on it (Psalm

119:148), trust it (Psalm 119:42), and by His own life
and grace, live it (Philippians 4:9).

God’s Word will not be without profit. It is a sure
thing. It will not return void. It will indeed be the great
profit of our lives!

”So shall my Word be that goeth forth out of My
mouth: it shall not return unto Me void, but it shall
accomplishthatwhichlIplease, anditshallprosper

in the thing whereto I sent it” (Isaiah 55:11).

“All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,
and is profitable ...” (Il Timothy 3:16a).

Let His Word be the very source of our life.

“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God”
(Matthew 4:4b).

Little wonder that Job, though he had lost all earthly
possessions, could say,

“I have esteemed the words of His mouth more
than my necessary food” (Job 23:12).

Ultimately the Light from His Word will bring to us the
knowledge of Him.

“For God, who commanded the lightto shine out
of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Jesus Christ.” (Il Corinthians 4:6).

So, open up the pages of His Word, and “Let there
be light!” W

Let There Be Light
The Divine Reckoning — Select Readings

on Identification in Christ




Dear Beloved of the Father,

A New Feature

Our new feature this week is Divine Reckoning. This is our column
containing selected readings on our identity in the Lord Jesus Christ.
We trust that these will be of an encouragement to you in view of
your rich, unmovable relationship with the Father, and His Son.

A New Book

We are pleased to announce the publication of our newest title. My
book I Choose! is now available. This is the collection of the I Choose!
articles that ran in the BSN. We have received many positive words
regarding this series, as well as much encouragement to put them in
a more permanent book form. See the details of this book elsewhere
in this issue.

Asleep in Christ

We have received word that one of the authors that we have featured
in the BSN over the years has fallen asleep in Christ. W. Ian Thomas
(1914-2007) now rests awaiting the sure resurrection. His teaching
was a true mainstay of the believer’s identification in Jesus Christ
— having been a faithful voice in print for fifty years.

In this issue we carry two selections of his writings, Fullness in
Everything, and A Human Vehicle of Divine Life. Both of these appear
under the article Divine Reckoning.

Past issues of the BSN that have contained his writings include:

#18 — Identification

#19 — Sin/Sins

#24 — The Sin Principle

#29 — Religion

#29 — Busyness

#36 — Commitment

#063 — Religion Vs. Christianity
#78 — The Saving Life of Christ
#92 — Exchanged Life

#97 — Religious or Christian?
#97 — The Mystery of Godliness
#97 — The Christian Life: A Sheer Impossibility
#105 — All That You Need

Additional Thomas articles will continue to follow in future BSNs.
We also carry three of his books for sale: Indwelling Life of Christ: All
of Him in All of Me ($12.2); The Saving Life of Christ ($9.2); and the
combo book of The Saving Life of Christ and The Mystery of Godliness
($122).

Until next week, I remain your fellow,

Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
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T he Drvine Reckoning

Select Readings on Identification in Christ
(Part I)

“Therefore If any man be in Christ, he 13 a new creature: old things are
passed aweay; behold, all things are become new” (11 Corinthians 5:17).

BEING FILLED WITH THE
FuLL KNOWLEDGE OF Gobp’s WILL

“For this cause we also ... do not cease to
pray for you, and to desire that ye might be
filled with the knowledge of His will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding, that
ve might walk worthily of the Lord unto all
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of God”
(Colossians 1:9-10).

In these verses God’s will refers to Christ. It was
not God’s will for the Colossians to follow Judaistic
observances (2:16), Gentile ordinances, or human
philosophies (2:8). Furthermore, it was not God’s
will for them to practice asceticism, to treat the
body severely in order to bridle the indulgence of
the flesh (2:20-23). God’s will for the Colossians
was to know Christ, to experience Christ, to enjoy
Christ, to live Christ, and to have Christ become
their life and their person (2:6; 3:4). God’s will for
us today is exactly the same.

If we know that God’s will is for us to be saturated
with Christ, then we have the proper knowledge
of God’s will. Whatever we do should be done in
the will of God. We should marry in Christ, work
in Christ, and move in Christ. Christ should be
our life and our person. This is the will of God.

Witness Lee (1905-1997)
Life-Study of Colossians

MAaN’s HELPLESSNESS
There is a fundamental lesson that man has to

learn, that is, that we are created helpless, unable
to be good, unable to do good, unable to think

aright, see aright, or do anything. We're created
only to be the containers of the One Who is all
wisdom, all power, all perfection, all everything. I
am joined to Him. And it’s a union which doesn’t
have to be sought or reckoned on; it just is!

Norman P. Grubb (1895-1993)
The Liberated Self (1954)

DEFINE YOURSELF
Define yourself radically as one beloved by God.

God’s love for you and His choice of you constitute
your worth. Accept that, and let it become the
most important thing in your life ...

The basis of my personal worth is not my
possessions, my talents, not esteem of others,
reputation ... not kudos of appreciation from
parents and kids, not applause, and everyone
telling you how important you are ...

[ stand anchored now in God before whom I stand
naked, this God who tells me, “You are my son,
my beloved one.”

John Eagen
Cited in Steve McVey’s Grace Amazing
(Page 177)

THE Two LEGs oF OQOUR CHRISTIAN WALK

The Christian life is basically walked out on the
two legs of our God-image and self-image. Our
God-image is what we think of God - what
we think He is like and what He approves and
disapproves. Our self-image is what we believe
God and others think of us. If either one of these
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is seriously damaged, or if either one is false, our
spirit is affected, and we limp though life ...

The distorted God-image — our idea of what God
is really like — may be caused by what others have
communicated to us about God. Gradually our
God-image may become only a caricature of the
true God. Then it’s difficult to think of God as a
loving heavenly Father and to establish a personal
relationship with Him.

Peter M. Lord
Bless and Be Blessed (2004)
Pages 25-26

MuNDANE THINGS

When once we have seen that it is nothing less
than Christ Himself living His life in us, then that
makes Him a very ordinary person. It is He Himself
doing this; and as you recognize it in this fact, then
you relax in Him, even though your mind has to
be centered on mundane things.

Norman P Grubb (1895-1993)

Notes from Norman
THE Joy oF OuR SouLs

The Father has given us His Beloved Son to be
the joy of our souls, the object of our hearts ... He
is saying, “Behold My Servant, Whom I uphold;
Mine Elect, in Whom My soul delighteth!” (Isaiah
42:1).

The Father would have us find our joy where He
is finding His, and that is in that Beloved One at
His own right hand. He is saying, “Rejoice in the
Lord always, and again I say, rejoice.”

May we know the rest and blessedness of this joy
at all times; so shall we glorify Him as we pass
through this world of darkness. Happy ourselves,
we shall help others to be happy.

J. Hudson Taylor (1832-1905)

THE BELIEVER’S PERSONAL IDENTITY

[ believe that in Christ Jesus my sins have been
fully and freely forgiven, and [ am a new creation.
[ have died with Christ to my old identity in Adam.
I have been raised with Christ to a new life. I am
seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus. God
has given to me the full righteousness of Jesus.

Because of who I am in Christ, | am more than
a conqueror. In fact, I can do all things through
Christ Jesus who strengthens me. Christ Jesus is
my life! Everything in my life here on this earth is
working out for good according to the purposes
of God. Christ Jesus Himself dwells within me.
[ have been called according to the purposes of
God. These things I believe and confess, because
God, my Father in heaven, says they are true.
Amen!

Don Matzat
Christ Esteem (1990)

FULLNESS IN EVERYTHING

How much then can Jesus Christ do through
you and through me? Everything! He is limited
only by the measure of our availability to all that
He makes available to us, for “in Him dwelleth
all the fulness of the Godhead bodily, and ve are
complete in Him” (Colossians 2:9-10). What then
is the faith that releases divine action? How may
you be saved by His life, as you have already
claimed to be redeemed by His death? This is
the critical question of Christian experience, and
the answer is simple “The just shall live by faith”
(Romans 1:17).

Faith in all its sheer simplicity! Faith that takes
God precisely at His Word! Faith that simply says,
“Thank You.”

If you are to know the fullness of life in Christ,
you are to appropriate the efficacy of what He is
as you have already appropriated the efficacy of
what He has done. Relate everything, moment

Cited by Miles Stanford by moment as it arises to the adequacy of what
An “I” for an “T” He is in you, and assume that His adequacy will

be operative; and on this basis in | Thessalonians
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5:16 you are exhorted to “rejoice evermore!” You
are to be incorrigibly cheerful, for you have solid
grounds upon which to rejoice!

Can any situation possible arise, in any
circumstances, for which He is not adequate:
Any pressure, promise, problem, responsibility or
temptation for which the Lord Jesus Himself is not
adequate? If He be truly God, there cannot be a
single one!

This being so, applying His adequacy by faith
to every situation as it arises, will leave you with
no alternative but to obey the injunction of I
Thessalonians 5:18 “In everything give thanks!”
In how many things? In everything without
exception, “this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.”

Major W. lan Thomas (1914-2007)
The Saving Life of Christ (1961)

ForGET IT AND JUSsT “BE”

I suppose we have to recognize that it is a great
rarity to find a professional “pastor” who has
“seen” all the way; because even “yielding more”
is still a form of passive legalism. But the truth you
and I know is just that of “being” — recognizing
that He and we are a unity, now forget and BE!!
We love to cover our central vacuum by some
form of self effort, and folks love it too, to give
them a feeling of doing something to get where
we can never get except by “being”!

Norman P. Grubb (1895-1993)
Notes From Norman

TrustT HiIM

Trust Him. And when you have done that, you are
living the life of grace. No matter what happens to
you in the course of that trusting — no matter how
many waverings you may have, no matter how
many suspicions that you have bought ‘a poke
with no pig in it,’ no matter how much heaviness
and sadness your lapses, vices, indispositions,
and bratty whining may cause you — you simply
believe that Somebody Else, by His death and

resurrection, has made it all right, and you just
say thank you and shut up.

The whole slop-closet full of mildewed
performances (which is all you have to offer) is
simply your death; it is Jesus who is your life. If
He refused to condemn you because your works
were rotten, He certainly isn’t going to flunk you
because your faith isn’'t so hot. You can fail utterly,
therefore, and still live the life of grace. You can
fold up spiritually, morally, or intellectually and
still be safe. Because at the very worst, all you can
be is dead — and for Him Who is the Resurrection
and the Life, that just makes you His ‘cup of tea.’

Robert Capon
Cited in Steve McVey’s Grace Amazing
(Page 166)

WHAT GRACE Is

There is nothing [ can do to make God the Father
love me any more. There is nothing I can do to
make God the Father love me any less. His love
for me is not based on my performance. This is
what grace is.

Peter M. Lord
Bless and Be Blessed (2004)
Page 93

A HumAN VEHICLE OF THE DIVINE LIFE

“Faithful is he that calls you, who also will do
it.” (I Thessalonians 5:24).

The One who calls you to a life of righteousness
is the One Who by our consent lives that life of
righteousness through you! ...

This is the divine genius that saves a man from
the futility of self-effort. It relieves the Christian
of the burden of tying to ‘pull himself up by his
own bootstraps!” If it were not for this divine
provision, the call to Christ would be a source of
utter frustration, presenting the sorry spectacle of
a sincere idealist, constantly thwarted by his own
inadequacy.
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If you will but trust Christ, not only for the death
He died in order to redeem you, but also for the
life that He lives and waits to live through you,
the very next step you take will be a step taken in
the very energy and power of God Himself. You
will have begun to live a life which is essentially
supernatural, yet still clothed with the common
humanity of your physical body, and still worked
out both in the big and the little things that
inevitably make up the lot of a man who, though
his heart may be with Christ in heaven, still has
his two feet firmly planted on the earth.

You will have become totally dependent upon the
life of Christ within you, and never before will you
have been so independent, so emancipated from
the pressure of your circumstances, so released at
last from that self-distrust which has made you at
one moment an arrogant, loud-mouth braggart,
and the next moment the victim of your own self-
pity and, either way, always in bondage to the
fear of other men’s opinions ...

This indeed is victory! You will be ... the human
vehicle of the divine life.

W. Ian Thomas (1914-2007)
The Saving Life of Christ (1961)

NOTHING TO ADD

The work that put sinners right with God is
complete. The old hymn tells the truth: ‘Jesus Paid
It All!'” We cannot add anything to this saving work
that Jesus has accomplished. We cannot improve
on it. We cannot supplement it. We cannot make
it shine any brighter. We cannot do anything to
make God love us more than He already does ...

Nothing we can ever learn, nothing that we will
ever do, nothing we might ever experience can
contribute anything whatsoever to the work that
sets us right with God. That work is the perfect
doing and the perfect dying of Jesus Christ, our
substitute and representative. Jesus completed
the work. God accepted it and stamped it with
His endorsement. The work that sets us right with
God is finished. It is finished! ...

The gospel is the “good news” that God has set
sinners right with Himself through Jesus Christ.

Edward William Fudge

The Great Rescue: The Story of God’s Amazing
Grace (2002)

Page 86

A MASTERPIECE OF YOUR LIFE

Have you ever felt that you’'ve made a wrong
decision and gone through the wrong door in
life? You can rest assured of this — God’s loving
faithfulness is bigger than your foul-ups. His
grace will ensure that His will is accomplished in
your life. There’s no need to worry that we have
missed God’s will and must now settle for His
second best. God has no second best. He does all
things well (see Mark 7:37) and would never allow
our mistakes or missteps to hinder His ultimate
purposes.

Someone emailed a story to me that illustrates
this point well. It shows how we can’t mess up
God’s plan. He’s far too ingenious and powerful
to allow that.

A mother once took her son to a Paderewski
concert. After they were seated, the mother was
temporarily distracted by talking to a friend. Taking
advantage of the chance to explore, the little boy
walked away. He went through a door marked,
“No Admittance.”

When the house lights dimmed the mother turned
to see that her son was missing. About that time,
the curtains parted and the spotlight focused on
the grand piano on stage. Seated at the keyboard
was the little boy, innocently picking out “Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star.”

At that moment, the great piano master made
his entrance, quickly moved to the piano and
whispered in the boy’s ear, “Don’t quit. Keep
playing.” Then leaning over, Paderewski reached
down with his left hand and began filling in a bass
part. Soon his right arm reached around to the
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other side of the child and he added a running
obbligato.

Together, the old master and the young novice
transformed what had appeared to be a terrible
blunder into a creative masterpiece. The audience
was overwhelmed by the beauty of that moment.
The moment had been redeemed.

Whatever your situation in life may be, you don’t
have to worry. Your Father’s eternal arm’s are
around you, working to accomplish His purpose
for you. He will create a masterpiece of your life.
You don’t have to worry that your performance
isn't as good as it should be. Trust Him and He
will work with you where you are. In union with
Him, the two of you will make beautiful music
together.

Steve McVey
Grace Walk

AN EXCHANGED LIFE

God had no plan for making something beautiful
of your life — that do-it-yourself life inherited
from Adam ... God did not change your life, He
exchanged your life — your old life for Christ as life.

Bill Gillham
What God Wishes Christions Knew About
Christianity (1998)

HE Is Our LIFe

Jesus Christ did not just come to show us the
way: He is the way. He did not just teach us some
truth: He is the truth. He did not just leave us a
manual to live by: He is our life. Whatever the
need of the human heart, Christ offers Himself as
the solution.

Much Christian teaching today is “ten steps to
spiritual maturity,” “the five-minute Christian
parent,” or “six ways to overcome grief.” It is as
if the Bible were nothing more than an instruction
manual, a positive-thinking guide to success in
any area of life, with just enough religious talk to

calm our consciences ...

Rather than digging out of the Bible principles that
we apply like a technician to repair our own lives,
we are to go to the Word of God to get to know
the Person of Jesus Christ, the living Word! ...

I’'m convinced that the devil doesn’t care what our
eyes are on, as long as they are off of Jesus. And
that includes any one of a hundred good things,
like Bible knowledge, fellowship, service, giving,
or worship experiences. Anything we do that is

not centered on the living Christ is a substitute for
Christ.

Bob George
Growing in Grace (1991)

THE STEPS OF A GooD MAN

The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord.
Trust your Father to guide your steps. When the
way is confusing, when the options are many,
when you don’'t know which direction to turn —
trust Him. He is able to keep you from falling.

Enjoy the days of your life. How often we take
on too much responsibility for life! Relax. Live
as one who understands that your Father has all
that you could ever need or want. Don’t be afraid,
but believe. Don’t be afraid to move forward with
faith, beyond the limits of your own comfort zone.
He is Lord of your comfort zone and Lord of those
places where you are uncomfortable too.

There is always a tentative impulse within those
who step out in faith. Every Red Sea is intimidating,
but those who cross over are the ones who take
a step into the water’s edge, then continue until
they find themselves safely in the Promised Land.
Don't be afraid to take the steps He orders. Go
forward boldly with faith in Him.

You Father is in control. Believe and depend on
Him at every step. He will lead you safely home.
As you depend on Him, you will learn to trust Him
more and more and will learn to enjoy the risks of
walking in faith.
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As He causes you to know Him more intimately,
you will discover that in the presence of His
conscious love, all fears and doubts will vanish.
Perfect love casts out fear. It isn’t your love, but
His that will carry you through your doubts to
victory on the other side.

Steve McVey
Grace Walk

TRrRusST IN THE LORD

Trust in the Lord and your way will be made clear.
Frustration comes when things aren’t progressing
according to our plans. But our timetable isn’t the
one which guides the flow of our lives. Relax!

We can be fretful through our day or we can have
fun — either way our Father will accomplish His
purpose for us. Don't fret just because He won't
align Himself with your timing!

During the waiting process, during the frustrations
caused by your own drivenness, God is at work,
accomplishing in you and in your circumstances
all that needs to be done. So relax. Don’'t worry.
He knows and understands your schedule and
your commitments, but He has His own agenda.
Will you submit yours to Him?

God will accomplish what needs to be done in
His way and according to His timing. Rest in Him.
Your responsibility is not to reach your goal, but to

"I Choose!

L.ll.]'fr"l"l.rh
ol paie T 5 I-l;'u-luni_

be a willing vessel in His hand. Your goal is to be
one of trusting in Him and waiting patiently.

Relax. Your Father is not limited by time demands.
So savor every moment of each day. Urgent needs
will be with you always. Don’'t miss the joy of
these days by self-imposed demands. Your loving
Father makes no demands, but gently leads you
to accomplish the things He has purposed for you
to do.

On His last night in the world, Jesus said to His
Father, “I have glorified you on the earth. I have
accomplished what you gave me to do.” Yet He
never rushed or became stressed by His schedule
even once.

Your works have been prepared in advance
(Ephesians 2:10). It’s really not even up to you
to accomplish them. In reality, He has already
performed all our works for us. (“Lord, thou wilt
ordain peace for us: for thou also hast wrought
all our works in us” Isaiah 26:12) Our role is to
rest in Him and act according to His guidance and
empowerment, leavingtheresultsentirelyuptoHim.

Steve McVey
Grace Walk

I Choose! Living Life to Its Fullest

Forty-Eight Daily Thoughts on Divine Life
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

You are alive! Yet not just alive, but alive with the very life of
God! Don't allow your “What if ...” imaginations of the past
or the future to lay claim to the present that God has given

you. Allow the objective, unchanging truth of who God has made you in the
Lord Jesus Christ to transform your mind and life as you take this spiritual

journey of “I Choose.”
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