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T he Body of Christ

Its Beginning and Maturity

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

/‘ 7 ““he Body of Christ began with Paul prior

to the writing of his first epistle. Of his

13 epistles, 6 of them (the number
of imperfection) were foundational epistles
— written in the infancy/adolescence stage of
the Body of Christ. The last 7 were the per-
fection epistles (7 being the number of perfec-
tion). These final 7 were written to the Body of
Christ in its maturity.

Acts 13 marks the beginning of the Body of Christ,’
and Acts 28 marks its maturity and breaking from Is-
rael. During the period covered by the book of Acts,
in which Paul’s first 6 epistles were written, the Body
of Christ had a primary relationship with Israel, as a
“minor” does with its mother and father (Abraham
being the Body of Christ’s father (Romans 4:16),
and Jerusalem its mother (Galatians 4:26)). In this
“infancy” (“minority”) the Body of Christ shared in
Israel’s “spiritual things” (Romans 15:27) - just as a
“minor” shares in the identity and benefits of their
parents. This included, for example, Israel’s Passover
(i.e., “The Lord’s Supper;” I Corinthians 5:7; I Corin-
thians 11:17-34), miraculous signs and gifts (such as
“tongues,” I Corinthians 12:10; “miracles” and “heal-
ings,” I Corinthians 12:28, etc.), and “hope” (I Thes-

1. When the Body of Christ began may not be the important question.
The more accurate and poignant question may be, “What letters
are for the Body of Christ today?” To assist us in answering this,
we need to ask ourselves one simple question: “Is the middle wall
of division up?” (cf. Ephesians 2:14). We can do this by asking
other questions such as:

Was the Jew first?

Were there obligations to support Israel financially?

Was there any value in circumcision?

Was Israel being provoked to jealousy?

Was anyone legitimately a minister of the New Covenant?
Was being an heir or seed of Abraham of any spiritual value?

) 3}

salonians 4:13-18; I Corinthians 15:522).

Israel’s spiritual blessings, which the Body of
@ Christ has left behind, are not a loss for us:
the pinnacle of revelation committed to Paul
J far exceeds anything that ever belonged to

Israel. Take their hope for example. We have
been graciously granted a prior expectation

(Ephesians 1:12), different from Israel’s prophesied
one. The expectancy of Paul’s early epistles is not
the current hope of the Body of Christ. In fact, the
so-called “Rapture” teaching is actually a mixture of
Israel’s hope with pure religious fiction. Paul taught
an earlier “appearing” of Christ in which we will be
participants (Colossians 3:4).

At Acts 28, with the final casting away of Israel, the
Body of Christ no longer had this “father and mother”
relationship and came into its own as an adult, with
its own distinct identity, blessings, callings and hope
- completely apart from Israel. When the Body of
Christ became an adult, it put away all the things from
its childhood (its “childish things,”I Corinthians 13:11)
and became ‘a perfect man, unto the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).

(see Bopy oF CHRIST, page 4323)

2. Cf. Acts 24:14-15; 26:6-7, 22-23; Acts 28:20.
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An ambassador may not meddle with the politics of the country to which he is sent. — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)
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Men seek to change others by force; God does so by love. — André Sneidar

Paul'’s Previous Epistles Need
Minor Moditications

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

secret administration of God’s transcen-

dent riches of grace, Paul wrote his epis-
tles to the Thessalonians and to the Romans,
the Corinthians, the Galatians, as well as his
first letter to Timothy. The question arises,
did the revelation of the secret in Ephesians
and its companion epistles annul the previous
revelation completely, and ignore its recipients,
so that Romans to Galatians and Thessalonians are
obsolete, or do they still stand just as they are, so that
Ephesians is a mere addition to their message?

’n the transitional era preceding the present

Or is there a third course indicated, between these two
extremes, their acceptance as a whole, yet with modi-
fications in detail to accord with the later revelation?
Is this [Ephesian] epistle addressed to those in Christ
Jesus to whom Paul wrote his previous epistles?

The third item of the secret settles these questions for
us satisfactorily. We are joint partakers of the promise
in Christ Jesus, through the evangel of which Paul be-
came the dispenser (Ephesians 3:6-7). Note the past
tense, became. It tells us that Paul is speaking of the
evangel which he had preached. It is limited by the
title “Christ Jesus” to that which is recorded in his pre-

vious epistles and does not include his ministry
in the synagogues in Acts. In this evangel the
_# nations had been partakers, but not joint-par-
'-_ - takers. It was to the Jew first. The nations had
| a secondary place. The secret now revealed is
| not that the nations are to be partakers, but
that they are to be joint-partakers.

[W]e have a complete answer to our questions
here. All of Paul’s previous epistles are definitely de-
clared to be ours, yet with such modifications as the
abrogation of Israel’s priority involves. Ephesians
does not restate Paul’s previous evangel, for that
would have been useless. All to whom the new rev-
elation came were acquainted with it. All that they
needed was the ability to adapt it to the larger light.

As a consequence, the epistle to the Ephesians is full
of contacts and contrasts with Paul’s previous teach-
ing. Not only are we given the broad basis on which
to build our attitude toward Paul’s other writings,
but many of the details are developed for us and the
character of the link between the two is carefully
considered. u

— Unsearchable Riches, Volume 18 (1927)

Boby or CHRIST (continued from front page)

While all of Paul’s epistles are written to the Body of
Christ, the early, “infancy/adolescence” epistles are
no longer strictly applicable and must be read in the
light of the latter, “mature/adult” epistles. This would
be similar to a letter that you may have saved from
your childhood (say, when you were 8 years old) that
was written to you, but much of which is no longer
actually applicable to you today - adulthood having
made the difference.

According to Romans 15:4-13, the early ministry and
epistles of Paul were founded on the Old Testament

and Israel. Of necessity, then, Paul’s early letters are
filled with Old Testament quotations, while in His
latter epistles they are nearly absent.

We mix the dispensations when we attempt to carry
the distinct truths of Paul’s latter epistles with his for-
mer ones. Dispensational truth relevant for our day
was revealed by Paul after Acts 28 and is recorded
in his latter epistles. The current ‘dispensation of the
Mystery” was a secret and had been previously “hid
in God” (Ephesians 3:9). |
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“It is finished,” cried our Savior, and I'm good with that! Religion’s work started that day and mine ceased. - Waylan Dabbs

Rapture? or Appearing?

Three Simple Truths in I Thessalonians 4
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

s we know, the word “Rapture” does not oc-

cur in Scripture. What generally is known as

the “Rapture” is an event that is described in
one of Paul’s early epistles: I Thessalonians 4. In this
passage let’s notice three simple truths:

(1) “The Lord Himself shall descend from heaven”
(:16);

(2) The participants will be raised or ‘caught up to-
gether with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air” (:17);

(3) The participants will “ever be with the Lord” (:18).

The standard event that this passage is supposed to
describe is thus: Believers will be raptured to heaven,
ever to be with the Lord.

The simple fact is that, after an honest look at the
passage, we can see clearly that it does not even men-
tion anyone going to heaven; not the Lord, nor any of
the participants.

The idea of being raptured to heaven is read into this
passage. What these verses actually reveal is that the
Lord is leaving heaven and the participants are caught
up to meet Him in the earth’s atmosphere (“clouds,”
‘air”) on His way down, where the participants will
‘ever be with” Him as He reigns and rules on the

earth. This is all in agreement with Israel’s hope.

We, however, have what was a secret to prophecy,
an earlier expectation on the timeline (being “pre-
expectant in the Christ” — Ephesians 1:12, CV). At an
undisclosed time, prior to Christ’s leaving heaven, He
will appear with God among the celestials and we will
join Him there for glorification with Him (Colos-
sians 4:3). We will at that time receive our immortal-
ity' and enter our heavenly calling among the celes-
tials (Ephesians 2:4-7; Colossians 3:1-3).2 [

1. There are three distinct orders (or, classes) in the resurrection.
These are listed in | Corinthians 15:23-24 as:

“But every man in his own order: (1) Christ the Firstfruit; (2) af-
terward they that are Christ’s at His coming. (3) Then cometh the
end...”

(1) Christ’s resurrection.
(2) Those who will be raised at Christ’s coming.
(3) The rest will be resurrected at the end (or, “consummation,”
Ccv).
Where do we fit in all of this?

It is easy to see how many would wrongly assume that we are in
the second class — at Christ’'s Coming; however, according to the
“revelation of the mystery, kept secret from ages past” (Romans
16:25), ours is the prior resurrection.

Paul’s revelation is that we have been made a part of Christ’s death
and resurrection (Ephesians 2:5-6; Colossians 2:12-13). We are
counted among the Firstfruit; and as members of Christ’s Body,
we are counted as “Christ” (“so also is Christ” | Corinthians 12:12).

2. Allof these passages look to the future for their fulfillment, as God
through Paul is “calling those things which be not as though they
were.” Though we may walk according to these truths, one glori-
ous day we will literally live in them, seated in the celestials.

o \3‘ :\‘:‘-\_‘\“‘1
T of \_“\.'.‘_..._\._\‘.’\h

Christ in Us

57 pp., PB

See order form.

Prayers of Ephesians, The: We in Christ —

by — E.W. Bullinger

The Epistle to the Ephesians contains two long prayers plus a shorter concluding
one. The two longer prayers have a common subject: Jesus Christ and Believers.
v The first prayer concentrates on Christ’s purpose for us, whereas the second fo-
cuses on what God has made us in Christ. In other words, the first asserts “We
in Christ,” while the second proclaims “Christ in Us.” The first prayer deals with
God’s power which He wrought in Christ, while the second one deals with God’s
power which is at work in us.

www.EWBullinger.com
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Every creature ultimately fulfills the purpose of the Creator in its creation. — Arthur P. Adams (1847-1920)

Happy Ho
Wlumswal

— Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Looking for that happy hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God, and our Savior Jesus Christ (Titus 2:13).

e7? or
15]1.?

THE OBJECT OF OUR HOPE

Within Christendom, as with so many other
things, there is a skewed understanding of hope
— especially our hope. Our true hope has been
diminished by an emphasis on timing.

One day our Head, Christ, will make His glorious
appearance with God in the Celestials; when He
does, we, His Body, will likewise make our ap-
pearance with Him there. This will be our trans-
formation to immortality and entrance into the
ordained work for which He has already begun
to prepare us in this, our first stage of life. This
is the object of our “Happy Hope.”! Our Hope is
the grand event itself, and not its timing.

THE MEANING OF “HoPE”

The word “hope” used in most translations of our
text does not mean “wish” as it often does in dai-
ly speech. The Greek is é\mig (elpis) and means
a confident expectation of that which will surely
come to pass® — a sure and certain hope.® It is a
divine certainty. This is why the Concordant Ver-
sion translates it as “happy expectation”

DoN’T CONFUSE THE OBJECT
WITH THE TIMING OF OUR HOPE

Our Happy Hope is a confident expectation of a
divine reality that unquestionably will take place.

1. Rotherham’s Emphasized Bible.
2. “Confidence” (Strong); “confident expectation” (Thayer).
3. Concordant Keyword Concordance.

When we confuse the object* of our Hope with
its timing, we add a human wish-factor to it that
diminishes its grand influence - so that it is not
a “hope” at all.

If we say that we have Hope in our joint-appear-
ing with Christ, this is indeed in something that
is sure and certain to take place. However, if we
confuse our Hope with some element of tim-
ing that we force on its truth, we make it a mere
“wish.” We must not confuse the timing of our
hope with our actual confident expectation of its
object.

It is the object of our joint-glorification at His ap-
pearing that is our hope, not its timing. Other-
wise the “hope” of all of the believing dead was
in vain, because in reality it was only a “wish” and

not a truth. Let me explain further.
>

4. “Blessed object of hope” (E.W. Bullinger, Companion Bible); the
object of hope” (Vincent’s Word Studies)

IOINTS & BANDS

A Fellowship Contact Site

www.JointsandBands.com

Are you looking for other believers with whom you
can fellowship and study around the glorious truth
that our Father is the “Savior of all men” (I Timothy
4:10)? If so, then this site is for you.

(1) Go to www.JointsandBands.com

(2) Choose your state on the right-hand side.

(3) Add a post with your name and contact infor-
mation.
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@ Instead of believing the report of what God has said, men are taught today to believe in what they can do. - E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)

THE DIVINE GUARANTEE

Paul was given the confident expectation of our
Happy Hope. This hope was a divine guarantee;
but it came with no such guarantee that Paul
himself would experience this appearing during
his earthy lifetime. The timing was not in any
way a part of the “Hope” of his latter epistles. The
appearing of Christ in Paul’s lifetime was not a
sure and certain expectation of his greater rev-
elation.

Consequently, if any believer during the past
nearly 2,000 years had confused the object of
their Happy Hope for its timing, they would have
“hoped” in vain — and vanity is not a part of faith.

Confusion concerning the “wish” for the joint-
appearing to take place in our lifetime with
the actual event of the Happy Hope given us in
Scripture is likely to produce distraction, disap-

Pagan Christianity: Exploring
the Roots of Our Church
Practices

by — Frank Viola & George Barna

293 pp, PB
(See order form.)

Have you ever wondered why Chris-
tians do what they do for “church”
every Sunday morning? Have you ever asked yourself
any of the following questions: Why do folks “dress
up” for “church”? Why does the “pastor” preach a ser-
mon every Sunday? Why are there pulpits and pews?
Why “church” buildings, steeples, choirs and semi-
naries? Where did all of these things come from?

This book proposes that what Christians do in
“churches” has no root in the Scriptures! It rather has
its origin in pagan culture. As shocking as that sounds,
the authors prove their points by documenting every
claim they make.

Fully footnoted, Pagan Christianity documents the
story of modern church practices. If you are content
with status quo “churchianity,” then you will not want
to read this book. It is reserved for those who are ready
to embark on an eye-opening venture that challenges
every aspect of their church experience.

www.StudyShelf.com/ChurchHis. htm

pointment, disillusionment and depression in-
stead of joy, happiness, contentment and peace.
This often has been the experience of those who
have confused such a “wish” for divine certainty.

However, when we realize that there has been no
specific timetable revealed in association with
our confident expectation, then its object can
remain genuinely steadfast day-by-day through
the trials of life, even until death.

Be sure to grasp the serious and crucial distinc-
tion. Our “wishing” for something, regardless of
how sincere and earnest we may be, simply will
not make it so - nor will it make it the truth of
Scripture.

Never let anyone take away the object of our
Happy Hope and substitute it for some wish. Our
peace and joy are not dependent on either timing
or circumstances, but on Him - and our confi-
dent expectation, our sure and certain destiny, is
to join Him in His appearance in glory!

CHRIST’S APPEARANCE:
NEAR TO ALL OF Us

Before closing, I would like to make a relative ap-
plication of these truths to our own lives. I often
remember some very precious words from A.E.
Knoch that I will adapt here for us:

In actual practice our appearing with Christ
is not relatively a far-off future meeting, with
long centuries of waiting in between. To our
consciousness it comes immediately at the
close of life. To be sure, the Lord does not ap-
pear at the decease of His saints; but to those
who die it will seem just as if He has. To a
sleeper, the morning immediately follows the
evening. The night is nothing. To each one the
moment of death will seem the moment of
rousing.’ [ |

5. Concordant Studies in the Book of Daniel, p. 330, adapted and
abridged.
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Our place is to dispense grace among the celestials, not wrath among the terrestrials. - A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

<§trict5y

Personal

When Did the Body of Christ Begin?
Gospels? Acts 27 Acts 132 Acts 28?

Is all of the Greek Scripture written to us? Are
all of the Epistles ours? Are all of Paul’s Epistles
directed to the Body of Christ? Are they all ap-
plicable for today?

I first began reading the materials of those who
held a “mid-Acts” position (C.R. Stam, Charles
Baker, ].C. O’Hair, E.W. Bullinger, etc.) as well as
those who held the “Acts 28” position (Charles
Welch, Stuart Allen, Oscar Baker, E.W. Bullinger
[yes, Bullinger is in both groups], etc.) at the
same time (in 1985).

After a sufficient study for my own personal
clarity, I came to see the value and weaknesses

of both positions. I saw that both perceived great
truths that the others somehow had seemed to
miss by their fixed positions. I came to hold a
position that embraces portions of both (a simi-
lar position held by D.L. McCroskey, R.B. Shi-
flet, Ike Sidebottom, etc.).! In the following three
decades I have not read anything in Scriptures,
nor in the writings and studies of others that has
caused an alteration of my understanding, but
only made it clearer.

In this issue of the Bible Students Notebook we
carry my article, THE BODY OF CHRIST: Its Be-
ginning and Maturity, a brief overview of this
understanding. While I firmly believe that there
are two administrations, not one, during Paul’s
ministry, I do, however, believe that there is only
one, not two bodies. I trust that you will find the
concise material helpful. |

1. As a side note, Knoch, like Bullinger, wrote over a period that
spanned many decades, and therefore would of necessity reflect
growth and changes on topics. As best as | can glean, there ap-
pears to be clear evidence that he at least at times held a very sim-
ilar understanding. See Knoch'’s article Paul’s Previous Epistles
Need Minor Modifications in this issue.

250 pp., PB

See order form.

Heaven’s (Embassxz — The Divine Plan and
Purpose of the Home
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Except the Lord bulld the house, they [abor m vam
who build it (Psalm 127:1).

This book represents many years of work. The author believes that it is one of the
most important books that he will ever be privileged to write, simply because it
concerns one of the most vital scriptural subjects that could ever be addressed.

The home is central to all of God’s dealings with man throughout the course of time. It is His Divine “institution”
and “organization” on the earth; for the believer, it is the Embassy of Heaven. An embassy is “the residence or
office of an ambassador.” Since the believer is an ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ (Il Corinthians 5:14-21),
his home is thus the Divine Embassy of heavenly ministry.

Pauline ministry is centered in the homes of believers. This is even the true sphere of the Body of Christ; for
this reason our apostle speaks of “church in thy house.” This book doesn’t focus on the external specifics of the
ministry of Heaven’s Embassy (such as hospitality); that will be saved for another volume. Instead, it looks at the
inner-workings of the Embassy itself, focusing on its very nature, internal purpose and function.
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___The Knowledge of God $10

__The Lord’s Day $10

___ The Mystery $10

__Name of Jehovah in the Book of Esther $2
__Names & Order of the Books of the OT $10
__ Number in Scripture $16

___ The Prayers of Ephesians $10

___ Prophetic Study $10

___ The Resurrection of the Body $10
___The Rich Man & Lazarus $10
_Second Advent: In Relation to ... Gentile $5
_ Second Advent: In Relation to the Jew $10
__Second Advent: Premillennial $5

___ Short Papers Vol. 1 $§12

___Short Papers Vol. 2 $13

___ Short Papers Vol. 3 §12

___ The Spirits in Prison $10

___Things to Come Vol 1 $20

___Things to Come Vol 2 $20

___Things to Come Vol 21 $20

___ The Transfiguration $10

__The Two Natures $10

___Vision of Isaiah $10

___Witness of the Stars $17

_ Works of E. W. Bullinger Vo. 1 $50

Name:

Order Form

A.P. ApamMS

_Judgment and the Doctrine of Eternal Hell $11

___ Purposes of God / The True Nature of
Redemption $11

___ Truth Vs Orthodoxy $10

StEPHEN HiLL

__Word on the Word Vol 1 $10
_Making the Most of the Bible $10

OTHER AUTHORS

100 Scriptural Proofs / 150 Reasons for
Salvation of All (Whitemore/Manford) $10

___After the Thousand Years (Trench) $20

__ The Ages (Clayton) $5

_ Be Likeminded (Anderen) $11

__ The Best of J.R. Miller (Vol. 1) $10

___ The Bible in Brief (Rebmann) $10

___Bible Proofs of UR (Hanson) $13

___The Church which is His Body and the Bride
the Lamb’s Wife (Kessler) $11

___The Defense of the Christian Revelation
(Lyttleton/West) $20

___ The Deity of God (Essex) $10

__Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names $13

___ The Divine Glory (Chauney) $3

__ Endless Punishment (Sawyer) $20

__Examination ... Eternal Punishment $19

__Fables of Infidelity (Patterson) $23

__God in Creation, Redemption, Judgment, &
Consummation (Saxby) $11

___God’s Plan for Man (Loudy/Joyce) $10

_God’s Truths Recovered (Russino) $20

__ Growing in the Realization of God (McMahon) $5

___ History of Opinions on the Scriptural Doctrine
of Retribution (Beecher) $30

__Humanity in the Arms of a Loving Savior
(Burson) $15

__ 1 Will Have One Doctrine & Discipline $15

_ Legend of Hell (Dearmer) $20

__ NoEquals (C.E.S.) $5

__Outcome of Infinite Grace (Hurley) $10

__Pagan Christianity (Viola & Barna) $18

___Paul vs. Peter (Newell) $10

__Real Story of Jesus Christ’s Birth (Pontis) $15

___Reply to R.A. Torrey on Hell (Knoch) $5

__Rich Man & Lazarus (Burgener) $11

___Rich Man & Lazarus (Kreamer) $10

__Rich Man & Lazarus (8-Author Combo) $20

__Salvator Mundi (Cox) $18

__ Spirit Manifestations and Tongues (Anderson) $5

___The Sequel Which Sustains (Pohorlak) $10

___ The Sovereignty of God (Addair) $5

__Studies in Ecclesiastes (Gelesnoff) $5

__ Union, or Christ and His Church (Relly) $19

___Unveiled Glory/Uexpected Discovery (Hurnard/
Smith) $5

__ What is Truth? (Bast) $15

___Without Form and Void (Custance) $29

BiBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK MONTHLY
Mailed Subscriptions:

___6-Month Subscription $26
_1-Year Subscription $52

Bound Volumes
(Note: We recommend ordering the latest volumes
first! — $20 each)
Vol 19 (451-475) Vol 18 (426-450)

www.StudyShelf-com

Vol 17 (401-425) __ Vol 16 (376-400)
Vol 15(351-375) __ Vol 14 (326-350)
Vol 13 (301-325) __ Vol 12 (276-300)
Vol 11 (251-275) __ Vol 10 (226-250)
Vol 9(201-225) Vol 8 (176-200)
Vol 7(151-175) Vol 6 (126-150)
Vol 5(101-125) Vol 4 (76-100)
__ Vol3(51-75) Vol 2 (26-50)
Vol 1(1-25)

Recommended Books from

OTHER PUBLISHERS

A.E. Knoch

__AllinAll $10

__Concordant Commentary $20

___The Divine Calendar $5

___The Problem of Evil $15

__AReply to R.A. Torrey’s “The Exact Truth
Regarding an Eternal Hell” $5

Martin Zender

___ First Idiot in Heaven $19

___Flawed by Design $11

__ How to Be Free From Sin ... $11

__How to Quit Church without Quitting God $17

___ Martin Zender Goes to Hell $11

___Martin Zender’s Guide to ... Prayer $11

__Really Bad Thing About Free Will $11

Various

___ Christ Triumphant (Allin) $13

___Restitution of All Things (Jukes) $12
BIBLES

Bullinger’s Companion Bible

O & NT Hardcover $55

__ O & NT Enlarged Type Hardcover $65
O & NT Black Bonded Leather $83
___ O & NT Black Genuine Leather $90
Concordant Literal

__NT - Paperback $10

___NT - Hardcover (w/Keyword Concord.) $25
__ OT - Hardcover $40

Emphatic Diaglott

___NT - Hardcover $35

Ferrar Fenton

___ O & NT Hardcover $40

___ O & NT Bonded Leather $60
Parallel Literal

__NT Vol. 1 Paperback $20

__NT Vol. 2 Paperback $20

__NT -2 Vol. Set Paperback $35
Rotherham’s Emphasized

___ O & NT Hardcover $50
‘Weymouth’s

___ NT Paperback $20

___NT Hardcover $35

Young’s Literal

O & NT Paperback $ 40

___ O & NT Hardcover $ 55

Subtotal

Sales Tax (6% PA)

S&H (US: 15% - $3.99 min.)
TOTAL

METHOD OF PAYMENT (1 Check [1 Money Order

Address:

[] Visa [] Mastercard

City State

[] Discover [ AmEx

Credit or Debit Card Number:

Phone ( )

E-mail

(1J Sign me up for the Daily Email Goodies)

Expiration /

3-Digit Security Code
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