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JReader’s Question Box #25

“Depart from Me”
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

o | have a question on the context of Mat-
o thew 7:21-23

Not everyone who says to Me, “Lord,
Lord,” will enter the Kingdom of Heaven,
but he who does the will of My Father who
is in heaven will enter. Many will say to Me
on that day, “Lord, Lord, did we not proph-
esy in Your name, and in Your name cast out
demons, and in Your name perform many mir-
acles?” And then I will declare to them, “I never
knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness” (NAS).

What is “on that day?” Is this about entering the
“Kingdom of Heaven,”' and is that something that
we experience now? If you have the time to answer I

would appreciate it.

These are great questions, and I am encour-
e aged that you know that the answers emerge in

1. [Editor:] For more information on the “Kingdom of Heaven” see:

— The Kingdom of Heaven and its Relationship with the Kingdom
of God, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Bible Student’s Notebook 290;

— The Coming Kingdom: Some Facts Concerning It, W.T. Broad,
Bible Student’s Notebook 634;

— God’s Holy Nation: Israel and Her Earthly Purpose, by Clyde L.
Pilkington, Jr., specifically chapter 3 (Israel’s Earthly Destiny),
chapter 13 (Israel’s Prophetic Program), Appendix 20 (The King-
dom of Heaven and its Relationship to the Kingdom of God),
Appendix 2: Basic Distinctions Between Prophecy and Mystery
(see order form);

— God’s Eonian Purpose, by Adlai Loudy, specifically chapter 5
(The Kingdom of the Scriptures) and chapter 17 (The Millennial
Kingdom — Israel’s Hope) (see order form);

— The King and the Kingdom in History and Prophecy, William B.
Hallman (see order form).

“the context.” As you are well aware, many Bible
teachers wrestle passages out of their context
and then proceed to teach something other
M than what the passages actually reveal. The
| passage of your inquiry is a fine example, as
many would use this passage to teach that
not all will eventually be saved.

The salvation of all* finds its grand realization,
not now, but in “the consummation” (I Corinthians
15:24) at the end of the ages. Passages used to dismiss
the reconciliation of all are most commonly passages
that relate to circumstances in “the ages,” rather than

“the consummation”? Such is the case with Matthew 7.
| 2

2. [Editor:] For a comprehensive study of the many inner-connected
doctrines in this topic, see:
— The Salvation of All, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (see order form un-
der Clyde Pilkington),
— Divine Reconciliation of the Universe: A Comprehensive Compi-
lation (see order form under Compilations).

3. [Editor:] For more information on the consummation, see:

— The Consummation, Bob Evely, Bible Student’s Notebook #603;

— The Consummation of the Eons, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s
Notebook #656;

— God in Consummation, A.E. Saxby, Bible Student’s Notebook
#221.
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People often defend what they believe at the expense of the truth. - André Sneidar

You are wisely already alerted as to where the solu-
tions lie - in answering two basic questions:

(1) What is meant by the phrase ‘on that day™
(2) What is the “Kingdom of Heaven™

First, we must remember that, while all of the Bible
is certainly for us, it is not all written to us or about
us.* In fact, today we live under the “Administra-
tion of the Secret,> which has been concealed from
the eons [ages] in God” (Ephesians 3:9, Concordant),
which was not revealed until it was declared by Paul
the Apostle. God’s present dealings were “the secret
which has been concealed from the eons and from
the generations, yet now was made manifest” (Colos-
sians 1:26). Therefore, most of the Scriptures are not
about God’s current dealings with mankind, which

4. [Editor:] For a foundational study of “Rightly Dividing the Word of
Truth,” see:

— God'’s Eonian Purpose, Adlai Loudy (see order form);

— The Foundations of Dispensational Truth, Dr. EW. Bullinger (see
order form);

— the continuing series Right Division (An Overview of Dispensa-
tional Truth), Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.,

e Part 1, Bible Student’s Notebook #551; Part 2, Bible Student’s
Notebook #552; Part 3, Bible Student’s Notebook #553; Part
4, Bible Student’s Notebook #554; Part 5, Bible Student’s
Notebook #555; Part 6, Bible Student’s Notebook #556; Part
7, Bible Student’s Notebook #557; Part 8, Bible Student’s
Notebook #558; Part 9, Bible Student’s Notebook #559; Part
10, Bible Student’s Notebook #570.

— The Address on the Envelope, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Note-
book #326; also found in God’s Holy Nation: Israel and Her
Earthly Purpose, Appendix 3, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. (see order
form);

— Parallel, Not Identical, C.F. Baker, found in God’s Holy Nation:
Israel and Her Earthly Purpose, Appendix 5, Clyde L. Pilkington,
Jr., (see order form).

5. [Editor:] For more information about “the Mystery” and it’s “Se-
cret Administration,” see:

— The Administration of the Secret: A Comprehensive Compilation
(see order form under Compilations).

can be found only in the latter writings of Paul.®

Neither is all of the Scripture about “the consumma-
tion” of the ages, but about specific times within the
ages’ themselves. So, likewise, most of the Scriptures
are not about the glorious “consummation” (I Corin-
thians 15:24) where God will be “All in all” (I Corin-

6. [Editor:] For a look at Paul’s Perfection Epistles, see:

— Paul’s Perfection Epistles, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook
#310;

— Paul’s Previous Epistles Need Minor Modifications, A.E. Knoch,
Bible Student’s Notebook #490;

— Present Truth Is Found in Paul’s Latest Epistles, A.E. Knoch, Bi-
ble Student’s Notebook #515;

— Organically the Same: Constitutionally Different — The Distinc-
tion Between the Pre-Prison and Prison Epistles, Vladimir Gele-
snoff, Bible Student’s Notebook #509;

— The Ranking Revelation of the Prison Epistles, A.E. Knoch, Bible
Student’s Notebook #524.

7. [Editor:] There are a total of five ages (or eons) in God’s revealed
plan. We currently live in the third “evil age” which began with
the flood of Noah and continues until the Second Coming of
Christ. For a further look at God'’s plan of the Ages (or Eons), see:

— A “Handy” Chart of the Eons, E. Lynwood Crystal, Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #518;

— The Eons of the Bible (with Concordance), Joseph E. Kirk, Bible
Student’s Notebook #433;

— The Divine Calendar, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook
#434, #435, or see the order form for the book edition, same
title;

— The Eons of the Ages (a chart) Bible Student’s Notebook #353;

— The Purpose of the Eons (a chart) Bible Student’s Notebook
#352;

— The Ages: God’s Time Periods, Edward Henry Clayton, Part 1:
Bible Student’s Notebook #371, Part 2: Bible Student’s Note-
book #372.

— Eons and Worlds: A Preliminary Overview, Frank Neil Pohorlak,
Bible Student’s Notebook #446;

— “Ages” or “Eternity” and the English Versions, John Dokas, Bible
Student’s Notebook #309;

— Definition of Bible Terms: £on and Kosmos, Arthur P. Adams,
Bible Student’s Notebook #517;

— Definition of Bible Terms: Eternity, Arthur P. Adams, Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebook #518;

— Forever, Eternal and Everlasting, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr. Bible
Student’s Notebook #83.

354 pp., PB

See order form. Screws.

The Body of Christ: Its Unity from
Conception to Consummation (A
Compilation)

This is a significant compilation of 18 authors, 69 works, spanning over a
century. Author’s include: Arthur P. Adams, Daniel Andersen, E.W. Bull-
inger, Alan Burns, Edward Clayton, EW. Davis, John Essex, Stephen Hill,
A.E. Knoch, E.A. Larsen, Aaron Locker, William Mealand, J.R. Miller,
Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., Frank Neil Pohorlak, Alan Reid and William B.
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Joy is the serious business of heaven. — C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)

&
thians 15:28).

Many years ago, Miles Coverdale (1488-1569) ar-
ticulated well the important principles of Scripture
study in the introduction to his 1535 English version
of the Bible:

It shall greatly help ye to understand Scripture if
thou mark not only what is spoken or written, but
of whom, with what words, at what time, where,
to what intent, with what circumstances, consid-
ering what goeth before and what followeth after.
— Prologue to the Reader

So, what is the context of Matthew 7?

Well, first off, we must identify Who it is that is
speaking these words. The answer is: Jesus, Israel’s
Messiah. At the time in which He spoke these words
He was the Servant of Israel, confirming their Old
Testament promises. He was “the Servant of the Cir-
cumcision, for the sake of the truth of God, to confirm
the patriarchal promises” (Romans 15:8). Christ’s
earthly teaching ministry was exclusively to the Jews,
for clearly He declared, “I am not sent but unto the
lost sheep of the House of Israel” (Matthew 15:24).

Second, we can now see not only Who was speaking

8. [Editor:] For more information on the Messiah’s ministry to Gen-
tiles (the Nations), see:
— The Place of the Nations Under the Ministries of Christ and
Paul, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook #505.

(it was Israel’s Messiah), but also to whom: He was
speaking to “the House of Israel.”

As for the immediate context, we know that chap-
ter and verse divisions® were not a part of the divine
structure, but were added later for the ease of locat-
ing Scripture passage in English Bibles.

Therefore, we can know specifically to whom in the
“House of Israel” He was addressing these words. You
quoted Matthew 7:21-23, and if we back up one more
verse, we'll see that He says,

Consequently, from their fruits You shall surely
be recognizing them (:20).

Now, to identify, within “the House of Israel,” whom
He was specifically addressing, we must follow back
within the context of the narrative until the “you” of
:20 is clearly made known to us.

Matthew 7 is part of a larger section that deals with
the teachings of Israel's Messiah. To gather the prop-
er background we must go all the way to Matthew
4. Here we read of Messiah being tested by the Ad-
versary in the wilderness after His 40 days of fast-
ing (Matthew 4:1-11). Upon leaving the wilderness,
Christ went to Galilee (to Capernaum by way of Naz-

9. [Editor:] For more information on Bible punctuation and chapter/
verse divisions, see:

— Verses, Chapters, Paragraphs and Punctuation, Eugene Charles

Callaway, Bible Student’s Notebook #480. >

(e Deity of

See order form.

Che Dsity of

by — John Henry Essex (1907-1991)

Creation cannot help itself that all of its achievements are futile because of the
slavery of corruption, but we take immense comfort from the fact that, in spite of
all of its present “groaning and travailing,” it was subjected to vanity in expecta-
tion of the eventual realization of that glorious freedom which is now already
being enjoyed by the children of God.

It is in the prison epistle of Paul to the Ephesians that we find the most absolute
expression of the Deity of God in relation to the points we have been considering.
Here we find the phrase which puts all other Scriptures into their perspective:

According to the purpose of the One Who is operating all in accord with the counsel of His will (1:11).

God is the captain of the ship of the universe; all of His creatures are its passengers. He is guiding the vessel across
the ocean of time from the port that is called “4/l in God” to the haven that is termed “God in all.”

God

Nottingham, England
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We can trust God with every moment that stretches before us. — Bill Crowder

areth), thus fulfilling a Messianic prophecy found in
Isaiah (Matthew 4:12-16).

In this fulfillment of Isaiah, Christ was simply carry-
ing out His role as “the Servant of the Circumcision,
for the sake of the truth of God, to confirm the pa-
triarchal promises,” and we are told that, “thenceforth
begins Jesus to be heralding and saying, ‘Repent! For
near is the Kingdom of the Heavens!”” (Matthew 4:17).

Before going on to identify to whom within Israel
Christ spoke the words of Matthew 7, we must stop
and take special notice as to what Christ began to
herald: “For near is the Kingdom of the Heavens!”

This is not some “new” message, but information re-
lated to the fulfillment of Israel’s prophecies. Christ
conducted His ministry to the Circumcision confirm-
ing the patriarchal promises. One of Israel’s clearest
prophetic passages dealing with the “Kingdom of the
Heavens” can be found in Daniel 2:44.

And, in the days of those kings, shall the God
of the Heavens set up a Kingdom which, to the
ages, shall not be destroyed, and, the Kingdom,
to another people, shall not be left - it shall break
in pieces and make an end of all these kingdoms,
but, itself, shall stand to the ages (RE).

This, in a snapshot, is Israel’s prophetic promise: “the
God of the Heavens” will set up a “Kingdom” on Earth.
Christ calls this “the Kingdom of the Heavens,” for it
was prophesied to be “as the days of the Heavens over
the Earth” (Deuteronomy 11:21), a literal, physical,
earthly Kingdom where the Heavens would rule over
the Earth.

So, here we have the context that will extend into
Matthew 7.

Not everyone saying to Me “Lord! Lord!” will be
entering into the Kingdom of the Heavens.

Now that we have identified Who it was that was
speaking the works of Matthew 7 (“Christ”), and
what His theme was (“the Kingdom of the Heavens”),
we will now continue our search for those to whom
He spoke these words.

After being tested by the Adversary in the wilderness
(Matthew 4:1-11), Christ began proclaiming “the
Kingdom of the Heavens!” (Matthew 4:12-17). Christ
then proceeds to call Peter, Andrew, James and John
as His first disciples (Matthew 4:18-22):

And Jesus led them about in the whole of Gali-
lee, teaching in their synagogues and heralding
the evangel of the Kingdom, and curing every

Smaller Works of Adlai Loudy

(1893-1984)

The Ecclesias (“Churches”) of the
Scriptures 4spp.pB

Paul’s

The Living and True God & The
Son of the Living God

The

48 pp, PB

Ephesians:

Meaning

Chapters
1-3

[96 pp, PB ] Saints” of the Scriptures?

Systematic Studies in the Scriptures

(#1) A collection of three works: (1) The Sacred Scrip-
tures; (2) How to Study the Scriptures; (3) Who are “the

and Usage
of “Gospel”

60 pp, PB [(32pp. PBI

See order form.
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Whenever you find yourself on the side of the majority it is time to pause and reflect. — Mark Twain (1835-1910)

disease and every debility among the people. ...
And there follow Him vast throngs from Galilee
and the Decapolis and Jerusalem and Judea and
the other side of the Jordan (Matthew 4:23, 25).

Escaping from these multitudes, Christ “ascended
into the mountain. And, at His being seated, His dis-
ciples came to Him. And opening His mouth, He
taught them” (Matthew 5:1-2).

Now we've identified to whom who Christ was speak-
ing: “His disciples ... He taught them.” Thus begins
the record of Christ teaching His Jewish disciples
on the mountain. This discourse encompasses all of
Matthew 5-7, ending with these words: “and it came,
when Jesus finished these sayings” and “when He de-
scended from the mountain ...” (7:28; 8:1).

Throughout this passage (Matthew 5-7), Christ is
providing the Magna Carta of the Kingdom of the
Heavens on Earth and teaches His disciples to pray,
“Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done in Earth, as it is
in Heaven” (Matthew 6:10). This last sentence being
the whole thrust of “the Kingdom of the Heavens.”

WHO was speaking? Israel's Messiah.
To wHOM was He speaking? His Jewish Disciples.

Concerning wHAT was He speaking? Israel’s com-
ing prophesied Kingdom.

Now to the immediate context of Matthew 7:15-23.
This passage represents a warning to Messiah’s dis-
ciples, one concerning “false prophets” who, though
‘ravening wolves,” present themselves in “sheep’s

clothing” (:15). The way to identify them was not
by their “many wonderful works” (:22) but rather by
“their fruits” (:16),

“In that Day” (Matthew 7:22) — a very specific day
when the coming prophesied “Kindom of the Heav-
ens” will come - not everyone will be “entering.” This
is a future literal, physical, earthly Kingdom.. Those
who qualify will be allowed physical entrance into
this glorious Kingdom. Not all descendants of Abra-
ham, or professing representatives of Messiah, will
have the privilege of living in Israel's Kingdom. The
thrust of Matthew 5-7 is about the requirements for
citizenship in this long-anticipated Kingdom.

Of course, during the time period covered by the
Gospels (of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John'®) and
the Book of Acts, Israel rejected their Messiah and
His teaching regarding the “Kingdom of the Heavens.”
This Kingdom has now been postponed, until our p»

10. [Editor:] For more information on the doctrinal positions of the
Gospels, Acts, Hebrews, Revelation and the Epistles of Peter,
James, John and Jude, see:

— Paul vs. James, F.L. Fallis, Bible Student’s Notebook #215;

— John’s “If” Gospel, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook #584;

— The Writings of the Circumcision, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s
Notebook #599;

— The Acts Period and the Acts Period Epistles, Tom Ballinger,
Bible Student’s Notebook #604;

— Our Lord’s Earthly Ministry, W.T. Broad, Bible Student’s Note-
book #607;

— The Jewish Epistles, J.H. Kessler, Bible Student’s Notebook #627;

— The Coming Kingdom, W.T. Broad, Bible Student’s Notebook
#634;

— The Hebrew Evangel, E.H. Clayton, W.T. Broad, Bible Student’s
Notebook #635;

— The Word of Truth “Correctly Partitioned” — The Divine Line
of Demarcation: Heaven & Earth, Adlai Loudy: Bible Student’s
Notebook, part 1, #657; part 2, #658;

— The Apostolic Letters, K.D. Hutton, Bible Student’s Notebook
#668;

— Are the Bride and Body Identical? F.H. Robison, Bible Student’s
Notebook, part 8, #680; part 9, #681.

gament
sLhes

and Jut
sapatio® antd i
.i.u he Bo® o

st

ploring

The

Salvation and Judgment in the Book of Matthew and
The Voice of One Imploring

by — Dean Hough

When our Lord came into this world He came to save: “You shall be calling His
name Jesus, for He shall be saving His people from their sins” (Matthew 1:21).
This important declaration of God’s intention forms a solid basis for all that is
recorded throughout the book of Matthew, and must be kept in mind in the
midst of the stern warnings of judgment, including that even of “fire unextin-
guished.”

20 pp., BK
See order form.

Issue 739 BiBLE STUDENT’S NOTEBOOK™ — PO Box 265; WINDBER, PA 15963 6333


http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn215.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn584.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn599.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn599.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn604.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn607.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn607.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn627.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn634.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn634.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn635.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn635.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn657.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn658.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn668.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn668.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn680.pdf
http://www.biblestudentsnotebook.com/bsn681.pdf
http://www.studyshelf.com/hell.htm

The New Birth is not truth for the present administration. — Edward H. Clayton (1887-1972)

“Secret Administration” has fully accomplished its
purpose'! here. Then God will resume His earthly

11. [Editor:] For more information on God’s Purposes, see:
— The Purpose of Evil, Arthur P. Adams, Bible Student’s Notebook

#116;

— The Purpose in Creation, Arthur P. Adams, Bible Student’s Note-
book #187;

— God’s Purpose Cannot Fail, Arthur C. Lamb, Bible Student’s
Notebook #274;

— The Role of the Adversary in God’s Purpose, James Webb, Bible
Student’s Notebook #280;

— Does God Repent? Andre Piet, Bible Student’s Notebook #323;

— God Justifies, Vivifies, Saves and Reconciles All, Dr. Edgar G.
Jones, Bible Student’s Notebook #608;

— God’s Perfect Plan, Theodore J. Silva, Bible Student’s Notebook

dealings with His earthly people' Israel, and they
will fully enjoy entrance into all of the many pro-
phetic blessings associated with the righteous, earth-
ly rule of “the Kingdom of the Heavens” - “as the days
of the Heavens over the Earth” (Deuteronomy 11:21).

BSN|

Torics:
Major: Kingdom of Heaven; Messiah; Right Division; Q&A
Minor: Israel; Matthew, Book of

#609;

— God’s Earthly Purpose, Dr. William H. Walker, Bible Student’s
Notebook #630;

— God Regrets, A.E. Knoch, Bible Student’s Notebook #683;

— The Problem of Evil and the Judgments of God, A.E. Knoch (see
order form);

— The Purposes of God, Arthur P. Adams (see order form).

12. [Editor:] For a study of The People, see:

— “The People” in Contrast to “the Nations”: A Preliminary Ex-
amination of the Word “People,” Charles H. Welch (Part 1, Bible
Student’s Notebook #564; Part 2, Bible Student’s Notebook
#565; Part 3, Bible Student’s Notebook #566).

Diifterences of Doctrine
Are a Blessing

by — A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

t we fellowshipped only with those who
held identical doctrines, it would soon |,
come to pass that everyone who exer-
cised some intelligence in the study of God’s
Word would be a little sect all by himself.
Some minute truth or error would effectual-
ly bar him from [the fellowship of] all others.

Associations based on doctrine are most baneful
(deadly) in destroying individual study and faith. All
who are enclosed within a common creed are either
callous on the subject of doctrine or galled by the bands
that hold them. It takes a pope, Protestant or Catholic
to hold such a company together with the dictum of in-
fallibility. What havoc has this ungodly course wrought
among Godss servants! It is practically impossible for
any of them to study the Scriptures conscientiously for
fear that they may discover some truth which will dis-
qualify them for their place and perhaps cause the loss
of prestige and position, if not suffering and destitution.
Truth is discounted. What slaves we have become!

On the other hand, witness the beneficial effects of fellow-
ship based on a common desire to glorify God and a gen-
erous spirit of love and forbearance! The very differences

i, of doctrine are a blessing, for mutual and loving dis-

cussion cannot fail to edify and instruct all who
preserve the proper spirit. All those finer graces
which otherwise would be dormant are brought
into full exercise. Love blossoms into lowliness
and meekness and longsuffering and forbear-
ance. These are not only a blessing in themselves
but yield a harvest of most precious and desirable
fruit for His delectation (enjoyment).

k)
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— The True Basis of Fellowship

Topics:
Major: Body Life; Fellowship; Unity

The Dispensational
Frontier of Acts 28
by — Charles H. Welch
(1880-1967)
62 pages, PB (See order form.)

The Dispensational
Frontier of 28

A survey of the significance of Acts 28 to dispen-
sational truth.
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Music is part of God's wonderful design for the creation. — Jonathan O’Brien

T ough Spots

by — Norman P. Grubb (1895-1993)

ank God for the tough spots He put

you in. That is where He is getting /

His love through you to the un- [

lovely, and to people who harm you. That

is how Christ lived on earth, expressing |

the love of God to those who criticized and

hated Him; and that is how Christ now lives
in us, expressing the same love through us. He

has put us among difficult people, so that His su-

pernatural love may be seen by them. So praise the

Lord for every tough spot you are in. It is not
\ Gods will to deliver us from tough spots,
\ but in them. There is no other way of get-
ting at those who do not know Him except
by those who do living among them.

L From Knight of Faith, Vol. 1

Torics:
Major: Affliction; Suffering; Trials

Our Homeland

by — C.E. McLain (1909-1990)

For our homeland [citizenship, commonwealth] /5 /12 the heavens [that exists even
now] - [has its beginning] our of [from] whence a Savior we await, the Lord
Jesus Christ (Philippians 3:20; as literal as possible - C.E.M.).

he English words homeland, citi-
zenship and commonwealth are the
many shades of thought translated
from the Greek word politeuma. In fact, the
English word “politics” derives its meaning
from this very source. In other words, our
politics, in the true sense of the word, is in

the heavens. BN

— Elijak’s Coming, p. 36
(except, abridged)

JIopics:
Major: Citizenship (add); Greek Words; Politics

185 pp., PB

See order form.

I Choose! Living Life to Its Fullest

Forty-Eight Daily Thoughts on Divine Life
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

This book shares the message of real, meaningful life — Divine life; life that can
be lived and enjoyed daily!

The simple fact is that we are alive! Yet not just alive, but alive with the very life
of God! But questions arise in our minds: What about the past? What about the
future? We mustn’t allow our “What if ... ” imaginations of the past or the future
to lay claim to the present that God has given us.

Each of us must allow the objective, unchanging truth of who God has made us
in the Lord Jesus Christ to transform our minds. This is the spiritual message and
journey of “I Choose.’
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Godss testimony is manifest in all areas of life. - Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

A Message of Comfort

I clicked on Bible Student’s Radio this morning and up
came one of your messages called Bondage to Frailty.
... The message comforted me, not so much the mes-
sage itself — although the message itself was great — but
mainly your soothing voice which instantly disarmed
me, calmed me, and made me think of the good old
days there in PA. Thanks for your continued labors in
the truth. Yours is a voice of wisdom, for the ages, at the
end of this eon, and happy are they who find it. 5

JTopics:

Major: Comfort; Testimony

— Martin Zender
THE MOUTH THE BP_\C\T‘_DJOOR
(ingested) (ejected)

THE BOWELS
(digested)
©nakedpastor
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This free electronic publication is dedicated to:
the absolute sovereignty and deity of God (Romans 11:36);

the proclamation of the riches of God’s abundant, exceed-

ing grace (Romans 5:20; 11:6; Ephesians 1:7);

the affirmation that God will save all through the death,

burial and resurrection of Christ (I Timothy 2:3, 4; 4:10;

Titus 2:11);

the “preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation

of the mystery, which was kept secret in ages past” (Ro-

mans 16:25);

true freedom and liberty apart from law (Galatians 5:1);

the organic nature of the Body of Christ (Ephesians 3:1-3);

the Secret Administration, being the operational revelation

for today (Ephesians 3:9);

the unprophesied, Celestial hope and calling of the Body of

Christ (Colossians 3:4);

the distinct message and ministry of Paul, the apostle to

the nations (Ephesians 3:1-3);

the importance of receiving all whom Christ has received

(Romans 14-15);

the recovery of rich Biblical truth that has too long re-
i i the veils of traditionalism, prejudice

Thank you so much for the books, they indeed are treasured
gifts, containing so many treasures of truth. — Australia

Just finished reading your book The Believers Warfare: Wear-
ing the Armor of Light in the Darkness of this World. This book
confirms once and for all what I was beginning to believe.
Christianity is wrong once again. The “Onward Christian
Soldiers” idea that we are spiritual warriors out there to fight
evil and win souls and thus remain very busy doing God’s
work is wrong, too. Jesus is fighting our war against the ce-
lestial forces of evil, and we know Who will win and has won.
We are just to “stand” We just need to be careful to not let
those false beliefs that we have - to be busy bees in the battle
- back into our thinking. As a new believer even in the truth
you think you should be doing something! - but we need only
to stand, wearing the full armor of the light of Christ.

Wonderful book, Clyde. I have read other books on the
whole armor of God and they were all long and drawn out
and I think their conclusions were off base. I think you are
right on target with this one. - GA

misunderstanding and fear (Mark 7:7, 13);
o the completeness of the believer in Christ (Colossians 2:10), with:

— total freedom from sins (Colossians 1:14);
— union in His death, burial and resurrection (Romans 6);
— adult sonship position (Galatians 4).

We do not claim infallibility for the contents of this publica-

tion. Our readers are asked to be as the Bereans and search
the Scriptures (Acts 17:10-11; I Thessalonians 5:21).

This publication is not connected with any “church,” “de-
nomination,” “*movement,” “organization,” “mission,” “creed,”
“meeting,” “school,” “conference” or “fellowship.”
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