
The Complement Is that which 
Makes Whole

In the Concordant Keyword Concordance it is shown 
that the word “complement” is one of the terms em-
ployed in the Concordant Version to render into Eng-
lish the Greek word plērōma (FILLing). An explana-
tion then follows:

The necessary increment which makes full. … 
The use of the word “complement” gives emphasis 
to the thought of “completing.” In the pristine cir-
cumstances around the first human (Adam) and 
his complement (Eve), there was a completion, 
with a resultant unity; the two became “one flesh.”

The Complement of the Christ

In Christ, “the entire complement of the Deity is 
dwelling bodily” (Colossians 2:9), and in Him “the 
entire complement delights to dwell” (1:19). Christ 
is the complement of God, His Father, and as God’s 
complement He will bring all to its glorious comple-
tion, for He “ascends … up over all the Heavens, that 
He should be completing all” (Ephesians 4:10).

Christ also is the complement of every believer, for each 
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W
hen this verse is considered within its 
immediate context of Genesis 2:18-25, it 
will be found that it leads us to the truth 

of “the complement” for the human.

The connective “therefore” carries our thoughts at 
once back to the previous verses of this particular 
context to seek the reason for a man forsaking his 
father and mother to “cling to his wife,” and this we 
find given in the words of Yahweh Elohim,

Not good is it for the human for him to be alone. 
Make for him will I a helper as his complement 
(:18).

In the marvelous way described (in Genesis 1:26-28; 
2:15-25), the sexes that existed in the one human of 
chapter one were separated, and the complement for 
the human was provided, being at once recognized 
by him and acknowledged as “bone of my bones and 
flesh from my flesh.”

The account of these matters in Genesis chapters 1 
and 2 was summarized (and with telling effect) by 
the Lord Jesus in His reply to Pharisees who sought 
to try Him:

Did you not read that the Maker from the begin-
ning makes them male and female, and He said, 
“On this account a man shall be leaving father 
and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and 
the two shall be one flesh?” So that no longer are 
they two, but one flesh.

The Complement of the Human
by — Alan Reid (1910-1992)

Therefore a man shall forsake his father and his mother and cling 
to his wife, and they two become one flesh (Genesis 2:24, CV).
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It is what it is, and will be what it will be, because God has determined it. – André Sneidar
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

saint is “complete in Him” (Colossians 2:10). All that the 
God and Father of Christ requires, He finds in all its 
fullness in His beloved Son: every need of every believer 
is met, in like fullness, in and by Christ.

The Ecclesia which is the Body of Christ is the comple-
ment of Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23), all chosen in Christ 
before the disruption of the world. The allotment to 
Christ among the saints affirms His universal Headship, 
and the making of His allotment to be His complement 
is the “gratuity of Christ” to the members of the Ecclesia, 
His Body (4:7).

Not only so, but the gratuity of Christ also includes 
the granting of the essential stature (“the measure of 
the stature of the complement of the Christ,” 4:13) to 
each saint in order to fit the saints for the high office of 
their association with Christ, the Head of the Ecclesia, 
in the ministry together with Christ to the Celestials.

Even now, to the sovereignties and authorities among 
the Celestials, the multifarious “wisdom of God is be-
ing made known through the Ecclesia” (Ephesians 3:10). 
How wonderful and precious is the truth that “to each 
one of us was given grace in accord with the measure of 

the gratuity of Christ” (4:7). The “measure of the gratuity 
of Christ” and the “measure of the stature of the comple-
ment of the Christ” are truths which hold in view the 
attaining “to a mature man.”

To Christ and to the Ecclesia

This secret is great: yet I am saying this as to Christ 
and as to the Ecclesia.

Oneness is the central thought of the great secret. By 
these words, the apostle Paul has deftly moved the sub-
ject of this oneness out of the realm of the physical into 
that of the spiritual. He has taken the wonderful truth of 
the oneness of the marriage bond (as revealed in Gene-
sis) completely away from its associations with the flesh 
and applied it to Christ and to the Ecclesia as a figure of 
the spiritual bond that unites the Ecclesia indissolubly 
with Christ, the ecclesia’s Head. A secret which merits 
the title “great,” and is declared by the apostle Paul to be 
“as to Christ and as to the ecclesia,” must surely relate to 
the Ecclesia as it exists “in Christ.”

What, then, is the secret which Paul, the apostle and 
teacher of the nations in knowledge and truth, calls a 

(see Complement, last page)
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N
ot until we reach the Dispensation of 
the Mystery do we come to any com-
pany of the redeemed which con-

stitute a “fullness,” and there we read of the 
Church which is His Body,

The fullness of Him, that filleth all in all 
(Ephesians 1:23).

The Title “Head” and its 
Relation to “the Fulness”

Let us turn to the epistles of the Fulness and observe 
the way in which this title “Head” is employed. The 
Greek word kephalē is used of Christ in theses epis-
tles six times, and the verb anakephalaioomai once.

Let us look at the usage of this verb, which means “to 
head up.” It occurs in Ephesians 1:10 where it is trans-
lated “to gather together in one” in the AV, “to sum up” 
in the RV, in Weymouth’s translation “of restoring the 
whole creation to find its one Head in Christ,” and by 
J.N. Darby “to head up all things in Christ.”

It is in connection with the plērōma of the seasons 
that this figure of “heading up” is used, no other 
term being so appropriate or so complete. When the 
“fulness” arrives, Christ will be infinitely more than 
King, or Priest: He will be “Head.”



Since Adam’s disobedience it has been extremely hard to be human. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

The Plērōma
“Head” and “Fulness”

by — Charles H. Welch (1880-1967)

Kephalē
“Head” in Ephesians and 

Colossians

The references to Christ as “Head” are limited 
to the epistles to the Ephesians and to the Co-

lossians (Ephesians 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Colossians 
1:18; 2:10, 2:19). These six references to kephalē 

expand the promise of Ephesians 1:10. The first 
passage brings us back from the day when all things 
in Heaven and Earth shall be headed up in Christ, to 
the present period when, in a day of rejection, confu-
sion and darkness, an elect company find that Christ 
is to them what He will be universally in the future.

And gave Him to be Head over all things to the 
Church (Ephesians 1:22).

Christ is not yet recognized as “Head over all things.” 
The day is future when “every knee shall bow and ev-
ery tongue confess”; but what will be true then, in its 
widest sense, is true now of “the Church which is His 
Body.” In the glorious future “God” will be “All in all” 
(I Corinthians 15:28), but that day has not yet come. 
In the Church which is His Body “Christ is all, and 
in all” (Colossians 3:11). In the glorious future “all 
things are put under His feet” (I Corinthians 15:27), 
but as in Hebrews, we say today, “we see not yet all 
things put under Him” (Hebrews 2:8).

The Rich Man and Lazarus
The Ultimate Collection – Expanded Edition
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You don’t have to be everything to everyone every day – that’s God’s paygrade! – Ken Ehrenfeld




He has ascended “far above all principality and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, 
not only in this world, but also in that which is to come” 
and is already Head over all things to the church. This 
is in most glorious anticipation of this universal subjec-
tion of all to Him, and this Ephesians 1:22 indicates.

This Church then is in a unique position. It antici-
pates, as no other calling and company has or can, 
the goal of the ages. And the Apostle follows the 
passage by revealing that this Church, which is His 
Body, is something more: it is “the fulness” of Him 
Who in turn is the One Who “filleth all in all” (Ephe-
sians 1:23). All of the fullness of the God dwells in 
Him “bodily,” the Church which is His “Body” and 
in whom He dwells (Ephesians 2:22; 3:17) is His ful-
ness. What Christ is to God, the Church is to Christ.

Plērōma
“Fullness” in Ephesians and 

Colossians

The dispensation of the fulness of times (Ephe-
sians 1:10).

The fulness of Him that filleth all in all (Ephe-
sians 1:23).

That ye may be filled unto all the fulness of God 
(Ephesians 3:19).

The measure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ (Ephesians 4:13).

It pleased the Father that in Him should all ful-
ness dwell (Colossians 1:19).

For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the God-
head bodily (Colossians 2:9).

bsn

The Church of the One Body is the great outstanding 
anticipation of the goal of the ages. It is associated 
with Him, under Whose feet are all things, it is as-
sociated with a dispensation of the fulness of the sea-
sons, when all things are to be summed up in Him, 
and it is itself called,

The fulness of Him that filleth all in all (Ephe-
sians 1 :23).

No more glorious position for the redeemed is con-
ceivable than that revealed in Ephesians 1:23. To be 
one of a Kingdom of Priests on the Earth is a dig-
nity so great that Old Testament prophets have piled 
imagery upon imagery in setting it forth. Yet when 
we come to the Bride of the Lamb, and the descrip-
tion of the heavenly Jerusalem, we realize how much 
more glorious is that calling to the highest calling on 
Earth. What shall be said then of that company of 
the redeemed, blessed neither on Earth nor in the 
New Jerusalem, blessed neither as a Kingdom nor as 
Bride, but blessed “with Christ” where He now sits 
“far above all,” blessed not only as the members of 
His Body which is dignity indeed, but actually des-
tined to be “the fulness of Him” in Whom dwells all 
of the fullness of the God bodily.1

—	Berean Expositor

(abridged excerpt)

Topics:
Major: Calling; Headship; Mystery; Plērōma
Minor: Colossians; Ephesians

1.	 For a further look at these three spheres, see:
–	The Three Spheres of Glory: (A Compilation) (on the order form 

under “Compilations”).

Hope Beyond Hell – The Righteous Purpose of 
God’s Judgment

by — Gerry Beauchemin

This work makes a compelling case affirming that all of God’s “judgments” 
have a good and remedial purposes.
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Without the Ecclesia, Christ could not fulfill the purpose of God. – John H. Essex (1907-1991)




T
he Greek word plērōma is translated in 
Ephesians 4:13 as:

–	“the fullness of the Christ” (YLT);
–	“the complement of the Christ” (CV);
–	“the perfection of the Christ” (TCNT);
–	“the completion of the Christ” (DT).

As Eve was Adam’s “complement” (Genesis 2:181), 
coming out of him, and then brought back to him to 
complete him, so Christ is the “complement” of God 
(Colossians 2:9), coming out of Him (John 16:28) 
and back to Him (I Corinthians 15:28).

In Christ “the entire complement of the Deity is dwell-
ing bodily” (Colossians 2:9). Christ was God’s Image, 
God’s life dwelling in and through Him. The life of 
Christ was and is the manifested life of God.

Likewise we, being members of Christ’s Body, are 
“the complement of the Christ” (Ephesians 4:13), and 
thus as Head and Body together, we form “the entire 
complement of God” (3:19), “the complement of the 
One completing the All in all” (1:23).

Christ came out from His Father (John 16:28). Thus, 
He and His Father are one (10:30), though His Father 
was greater than He (14:28), and He could do noth-
ing of Himself (5:30), and all He could do is what He 
saw His Father do (5:19). He spoke the things that 
His Father taught Him (8:28). He left the world and 
went to His Father (16:28). Christ was the life of God 
manifest to humanity.

So we, in like manner, are the Body of Christ and 
thus in living union – one with Christ. Outside of 
Him we can’t do anything ourselves. One day we will 
leave this world and go to our appearing Head in the 
celestials. We are the life of Christ manifested to hu-
manity.

1.	 All Scripture references are from the Concordant Version unless 
otherwise noted.

It is quite a mistake to limit the life of Christ to 
some far-off period of history. By restricting 
it to such a narrow span, we miss the larger 
aspect of Christ’s life.

Undoubtedly our Lord Jesus Christ’s birth, 
life, crucifixion, death and burial are beyond 

question the pivotal point of human history, 
but His glorious sacrificial life continues.

Always bearing about in the body the dying of 
the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our body. For we which live 
are always delivered unto death for Jesus’ sake, 
that the life also of Jesus might be made man-
ifest in our mortal flesh (II Corinthians 4:10-11, 
KJV).

Like Paul, we are now “filling up that which is behind 
of the afflictions of Christ” (Colossians 1:24),2 while 
presently manifesting among the Celestials “the mul-
tifarious wisdom of God” (Ephesians 3:10), which is 
merely the opening stage of the universal Headship 
of Christ, fully achieved by Him and His Body.

To His faithful and beloved servant, when in pris-
on in Rome, God fully revealed this wondrous 
glory of Christ as the future Head of the universe, 
with the Church as His fullness (plērōma).

—	E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913)
The Foundations of Dispensational Truth (page 
161)3

Topics:
Major: Christ; Ecclesia; Plērōma
Minor: Believer’s Walk; CallingCelestials; Union

2.	 “… filling up the things that lack of the tribulations of the Christ” 
(REB);

“… filling up in my flesh, in His stead, the deficiencies of the af-
flictions of Christ” (CV).

3.	 Originally published in 1913, The Foundations of Dispensational 
Truth is the final and crowning work of Dr. E.W. Bullinger (1837-
1913). Of all his astonishing labors, this is an exceptional must-
read! See the order form under “Bullinger.”

The Plērōma of the Exalted Christ
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

bsn
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 The prayers for our emulation are found in Ephesians. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

Reconciliation and Absolutely All

[To D.R.:] God is going to reconcile all to Himself. 
However, “all” is always defined by the context. In 
this particular case the “all” demands alienation. So, 
the “all” who are reconciled to God are living crea-
tures who are alienated from Him. This of course, 
does not include inanimate things, such as you have 
suggested, as they are already in harmony with Him.

Thus, “all” means absolutely all, unless it is specifi-
cally limited by its context.

God is operating absolutely all in accord with His 
will.

Absolutely all is out of God, through God and to 
God.

God will be absolutely All, in absolutely all.

For all of these statements to be true, it is necessary 
that all currently alienated from God relatively, be 
reconciled back to Him.

—	Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Being Consciously Weak

And He said unto me, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for My strength is made perfect in weak-
ness.” Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest 
upon me. Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, 
in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in 
distresses for Christ’s sake: for when I am weak, 
then am I strong (II Corinthians 12:9-10).

[Edited Excerpt:] Only when we are consciously 
weak, as Paul said, then is His strength perfectly 
manifested. When we are fearing, He is courage. 
When we dislike, He is the love. And Paul goes as far 
as to say that he personally takes pleasure in negative 
situations of weakness, hurts, needs, problems – for 
when he is weak, then he is strong.

—	Norman P. Grubb (1895-1993)
Who Am I?

Suffering and the Secret Administration

[To K.S.:] Some subjects of Scripture are what we 
might call “universal” or “trans-dispensational” 
truths, i.e., they span across dispensations and ages. 
The human condition – that of suffering – is one such 
theme. Job declared, “humanity is born to misery” 

“Tidbits” is a column dedicated to short comments, thoughts, 
studies and excerpts.

Tidbits of Truth #20
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(5:7, CV), and Paul declared that “the entire creation 
is groaning and travailing together” (Romans 8:22). 
Christ joined humanity in its sufferings (Hebrew 
4:15). Thus we, with Paul – as members of His Body 
– are called to “fill up that which is behind of the 
afflictions of Christ” (Colossians 1:24).

—	Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Prayer Replaced by Assurance

Prayer in my life has been replaced by assurance! I’m 
now in a place of relaxation as my ability to see His 
sovereignty in all things is coupled with His love and 
mercy for all.

—	Mike Owens

The Reversal of Everything

[Edited Excerpt:] Paul, the apostle of grace alone, has 
reversed everything. Who is presenting the sacrifi-
cial offering? God! Who is receiving the sacrifice? 
We are! Is this a sacrifice of judgment to placate 
God’s wrath? No! Christ is the sacrificial gift of grace 
for all. …

God did not need to be reconciled to us – He was 
never our enemy. It is we who had fled and were lost, 
we who were hostile and rebellious, we who needed 
reconciliation and atonement. God did not need a 
sacrificial Lamb, we did. And so, God sent His Son 
for us so that, like the scapegoat, he could carry away 

our sin, guilt and punishment forever. …

Christ did not come to change the Father, or to ap-
pease the wrath of an angry judge, but to reveal the 
Father.

—	Brad Jersak
A More Christlike God

Topics:
Major: [Reconciliation and Absolutely All:] Reconciliation; 
Sovereignty [Being Consciously Weak:] Weakness [Suffering 
and the Secret Administration:] Suffering [The Reversal of Ev-
erything:] Approach Present [Prayer Replaced by Assurance:] 
Prayer; Sovereignty

Well, what I know of love is that the sickness often becomes the cure. – Sir James Murray (1837-1915)



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Freedom is found in Christ alone and in His faith. – Paul Myers

great secret, and wherein lies its greatness? The answer 
to both questions may be discovered in the truth of the 
absolute oneness of the perfect unity of the Ecclesia, 
which is the complement of Christ, with Christ Who is 
the complement of God. Together with His complement 
Christ will complete “the all in all” (Ephesians 1:23).

As His complement, and thus one with Him, the Ec-
clesia shares together with Christ, not only His al-
lotment of all, not only His ministry to the Celestial 
hosts, and not only the completing of “the all in all,” 
but Christ’s glory as the complement of God.

The Ecclesia is closely and fully involved in the other 
three secrets mentioned in the Ephesian epistle – 
the Secret of the Evangel, the Secret of Christ, and 
the Secret Administration of the Grace of God. God 
has determined in His grace, an essential part for 
the Ecclesia in each of them, even to the extent that 
every believer will participate in the ministry of the 
grand truth of the conciliation to the Celestial hosts. 
The members of the Ecclesia will share together with 
their Head, the glories of His universal Headship, 
and also Christ’s high honors as the complement of 
His God and Father.

—	Unsearchable Riches, Volume 71 (1980)

Note: This is an ongoing series on The Pleroma in 
the Bible Student’s Notebook. To consider what we 
have already published, see:
–	 “The Pleroma: A Brief Introduction to the Threefold ‘Com-

plement’,” Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., #873;
–	  “Tidbits of Truth: The Pleroma Edition” #874;
–	  “The Ecclesia as Christ’s Complement,” John H. Essex, 

#229;
–	 “The Complement Which Completes,” Frank Neil Pohor-

lak, #455;
–	 “God’s Purpose in the Heavens,” Part 2, John H. Essex, 

#646;
–	 “The Universal Fullness of Christ,” T. Austin-Sparks, #728;
–	 “The ‘Mystery’ Ministry of Paul,” (part 6 of 7), Russell H. 

Schaefer, #779;
–	 “The Complement of Christ,” John H. Essex, #819;
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Destination

(A Biblical Look at Universal Reconciliation)
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

The Gospel of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ is truly better “Good 
News” than we could ever have imagined. It is far more glorious than re-
ligion would ever have us believe. The Salvation of All is a book about a 
“Good News” that will reach its final goal in the salvation of all mankind. 

“The Salvation of All” – An excellent 
book. – MI
The Salvation of All is the most clearly 
written testimony to God’s ultimate 
grace and mercy towards man that I’ve 
seen in print. – VA
I’m sure I’ll be referring back to The 
Salvation of All for years to come. The 
issues you addressed in the book need 

to be discussed among believers. – IL
The Salvation of All is worthy reading 
for people on both sides of the doctri-
nal fence. Regardless of whether or not 
those who read it will agree with you, 
I believe they will respect you for not 
serving up the regurgitated fodder that 
fills the shelves of religious bookstores. 
Very thought provoking! I’ll be recom-

mending it to many people! – FL
The Salvation of All, what an amazing 
book. I feel the veil has been lifted and 
finally I see clearly the glory of our Lord 
and Savior.   What a joy to know the 
truth and understand just how amazing 
our God truly is to all. You are a sincere 
man of God whom I trust and respect. 
– VA

316 pp., PB See order form under Clyde Pilington.”
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