
ing for them. The name of Father is given to Him 
only a very few times there, six or seven times at the 
most; while in the New Testament it is given about 
two or three hundred times. Christ, Who knew Him, 
was the only One Who could reveal Him. “No man,” 
He said, “knoweth who the Father is, but the Son, and 
He to whom the Son will reveal Him.”3

The vital question then that confronts each one of 
us is, do we in the least understand what the word 
means? Have we even so much as an inkling of what 
the Father is?

All of the discomfort and unrest of life, I feel sure, 
come from this very thing, that God is not un-
derstood as actually and truly being Father. He is 
thought of as a stern Judge, or a severe Taskmaster, or 
at the best as an unapproachable dignitary, seated on 
a far-off throne, dispensing exacting laws for a fright-
ened and trembling world. In terror, many, lest they 
should fail to meet His requirements, hardly know 
which way to turn. But how many have no concep-
tion of a God Who is a Father, tender, and loving, 

3.	 Luke 10:22.
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He Spoke to Them of The Father

They understood not that He spoke to them of the 
Father (John 8:27).

One of the most illuminating names of God is the 
one especially revealed by our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the name of “Father.” I say “especially” revealed by 
Christ, because, while God had been called through-
out the ages by many other names, expressing other 
aspects of His character, Christ alone has revealed 
Him to us under the all-inclusive name of Father – a 
name that holds within itself all other names of wis-
dom and power, and above all of love and goodness, 
a name that embodies for us a perfect supply for all 
of our needs.

Christ, who was the only begotten Son in the bosom 
of the Father, was the only One Who could reveal 
this name, for He alone knew the Father. “As the Fa-
ther knoweth Me,”1 He said, “even so know I the Fa-
ther” “Not that any man hath seen the Father save He 
which is of God, He hath seen the Father.”2

In the Old Testament God was not revealed as the 
Father so much as a great warrior fighting for His 
people, or as a mighty king ruling over them and car-

1.	 John 10:15.
2.	 John 6:46.
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God’s comfort enfolds life’s trials and pains in an all-embracing peace. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)
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God’s comforting is as tender and true as a mother’s comforting. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)

and full of compassion, a God Who, like a father, will 
be on their side against the whole Universe?

I am not afraid to say that discomfort and unrest are 
impossible to the souls that come to know that God 
is their real and actual Father.

Before I go any farther, I must make it plain that it is 
a Father, such as our highest instincts tell us a good 
father ought to be, of Whom I am speaking. Some-
times earthly fathers are unkind, or tyrannical, or 
selfish, or even cruel, or they are merely indifferent 
and neglectful; but none of these can by any stretch 
be called good fathers. But God, Who is good, must 
be a good Father or not a father at all.

We must all of us have known good fathers in this 
world, or at least can imagine them. I knew one, and 
he filled my childhood with sunshine by his most 
lovely fatherhood. I can remember vividly with what 
confidence and triumph I walked through my days, 
absolutely secure in the knowledge that I had a fa-
ther. I am very sure that I have learned to know a 
little about the perfect fatherhood of God, because of 
my experience with this lovely earthly father.

God is not only a Father, He is a Mother as well,4 and 

4.	 [Editor:] The prophet Isaiah describes God as a woman in la-
bor (42:14) and as a mother who nurses and comforts her child 
(66:10-13). Jesus compares God to a mother hen who gathers 
her children under the safety of her wings (Matthew 23:37; Luke 
13:34).

The term “Almighty God” is the Hebrew El Shaddai. Interest-
ingly, the root of Shaddai, is shad, meaning “breast.” The Sco-
field Reference Bible has the following note for Genesis 17:1:

we have all of us known mothers whose love and 
tenderness have been without bound or limit. It is 
very certain that the God Who created them both, 
and Who is Himself Father and Mother in one, could 
never have created earthly fathers and mothers who 
were more tender and more loving than He is Him-
self. Therefore, if we want to know what sort of a Fa-
ther He is, we must heap together all of the best of all 
the fathers and mothers we have ever known or can 
imagine, and we must tell ourselves that this is only a 
faint image of God, our Father in Heaven.

When our Lord was teaching His disciples how to 
pray, the only name by which He taught them to ad-
dress God was, “Our Father which art in Heaven.”5 
This surely meant that we were to think of Him in 
only this light. Millions upon millions of times dur-
ing all of the centuries since then has this name been 
uttered by the children of God everywhere; yet how 
much has it been understood? Had all who used the 
name known what it meant, it would have been im-

The qualifying word Shaddai is formed from the Hebrew 
word “shad,” the breast, invariably used in Scripture for a 
woman’s breast; for example, Genesis 49:25; Job 3:12; Psalm 
22:9; Song of Solomon 1:13; 4:5; 7:3, 7-8; 8:1, 8, 10; Isaiah 
28:9; Ezekiel 16:7. Shaddai therefore means primarily “the 
breasted.” God is Shaddai, because He is the Nourisher, the 
Strength-giver, and so, in a secondary sense, the Satisfier… 
As a fretful, unsatisfied babe is not only strengthened and 
nourished from the mother’s breast, but also is quieted, 
rested, satisfied, so El Shaddai is that name of God which 
sets Him forth as the Strength-giver and Satisfier … It is on 
every account to be regretted that Shaddai was translated 
“Almighty.” The primary name El or Elohim sufficiently sig-
nifies almightiness. “All-sufficient” would far better express 
both the Hebrew meaning and the characteristic use of the 
name in Scripture.

5.	 Matthew 6:9; Luke 11:2.
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The “God of all comfort” sent His Son to be the Comforter of a mourning world. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)
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possible for the misrepresentations of His character, 
and the doubts of His love and care, that have so des-
olated the souls of His children, to have crept in.

Tyranny, unkindness and neglect might perhaps be 
attributed to a God Whose name was only a king, or 
a judge, or a lawgiver; but of a God, Who is before 
all else a Father, and, of necessity, since He is God, 
a good Father, no such things could possibly be be-
lieved.

God must in the very nature of things act, always and 
under all circumstances, as a good father ought to act, 
and never in any other way. It is inconceivable that a 
good father could forget, or neglect, or be unfair to 
his children. A savage father might, or a wicked fa-
ther; but a good father never! And in calling our God 
by the blessed name of “Father,” we ought to know 
that, if He is a father at all, He must be the very best 
of fathers, and His fatherhood must be the highest 
ideal of fatherhood of which we can conceive.

It is, as I have said, a fatherhood that combines both 
father and mother in one, in our highest ideals of 
both, and comprises all of the love, and all of the 
tenderness, and all of the compassion, and all of the 
yearning, and all of the self-sacrifice, that we can-
not but recognize to be the inmost soul of parentage, 
even though we may not always see it carried out by 
all earthly parents.

But you may say, what about the other names of God, 
do they not convey other and more terrifying ideas? 

They only appear to do so because this blessed name 
of “Father” is not added to them. This name must un-
derlie every other name by which He has ever been 
known. Has He been called a Judge? Yes, but He is 
a Father-Judge, one Who judges as a loving father 
would. Is He a King? Yes, but He is a King Who is at 
the same time the Father of His subjects, and Who 
rules them with a father’s tenderness. Is He a Law-
giver? Yes, but He is a Lawgiver who gives laws as a 
father would, remembering the weakness and igno-
rance of His helpless children.

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord piti-
eth them that fear Him. For He knoweth our frame; 
He remembereth that we are dust.6

It is not “as a judge judges, so the Lord judges”; not 
“as a taskmaster controls, so the Lord controls”; not 
“as a lawgiver imposes laws, so the Lord imposes 
laws”; but, “as a father pitieth, so the Lord pitieth.”

Never, never must we think of God in any other way 
than as “our Father.”7 All other attributes with which 
we endow Him in our conceptions must be based 
upon and limited by this one of “our Father.” What 
a good father could not do, God, Who is our Father, 
cannot do either; and what a good father ought to 
do, God, Who is our Father, is absolutely sure to do.

In our Lord’s last prayer in John 17, He says that He 
6.	 Psalm 103:13.
7.	 Romans 1:7; I Corinthians 1:3; II Corinthians 1:2; Galatians 1:4; 

Ephesians 1:2; Philippians 1:2; 4:20; Colossians 1:2; I Thessalo-
nians 1:2-3; 3:11, 13; II Thessalonians 1:1-2; 2:16; I Timothy 1:2; 
Philemon 1:3.
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The One anointed to comfort “all that mourn” received sinners and ate with them. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)




has declared to us the name of the Father in order 
that we may discover the wonderful fact that the Fa-
ther loves us as He loved His Son.

I have declared unto them Thy name, and will de-
clare it: that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me 
may be in them.8

Now, which one of us really believes this? We have 
read this chapter and yet do we any of us believe that 
it is an actual, tangible fact, that God loves us as much 
as He loved Christ? If we believed this to be actually 
the case, could we, by any possibility, ever linger on 
an anxious thought again? Would not knowing that 
the divine Father, Who loves us just as much as He 
loved His only begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
produce assurance and comfort under every con-
ceivable circumstance?

It is very striking that He said, “Your heavenly 
Father,”9 not mine only, but yours just as much, “cares 
for the sparrows and the lilies, and of course, therefore, 
He will care for you who are of so much more value 
than many sparrows.”10 How supremely foolish it is 
then for us to be worried and anxious about things, 
when Christ has said that our heavenly Father knows 
that we have need of all these things!11 For of course, 
being a good father, He must in the very nature of the 
case, when He knows our need, supply it.

Again, our Lord draws the comparison between 
earthly fathers and our heavenly Father, in order to 
show us, not how much less good and tender is our 
8.	 John 17:26.
9.	 Matthew 6:26.
10.	Mark 10:31; 12:7.
11.	Matthew 6:32; Luke 12:30.

heavenly Father, but how much more. “If ye, being 
evil,” He says, “know how to give good gifts unto your 
children, how much more shall your Father which is in 
heaven give good things.”12

I fear, there are a great many of God’s children who 
actually think that their heavenly Father is cruel. 
Perhaps these very people may belong to the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, a society 
which is the nation’s protest against such behavior on 
the part of earthly fathers; and yet they never have 
thought of the dreadful wickedness of charging their 
heavenly Father with things which they are banded 
together to punish in earthly fathers! Why do they 
do so? There can be only one answer, and that is, that 
we do not know the Father.

We are told that we are of the “household of God.”13 
Now the principle is announced in the Bible that if 
any man provides not for his own household, he has 
“denied the faith and is worse than an infidel.”14 Since 
then we are of the “household of God,” this principle 
applies to Him, and if He should fail to provide for 
us, His own words would condemn Him. I say this 
reverently, but I want to say it emphatically, for so 
few seem to have realized it.

It was in my own case a distinct era of immense im-
portance when I first discovered this fact of the re-
sponsibility of my Father in Heaven. As it were, in a 
single moment, the burden of life was lifted off my 
shoulders and laid on His, and all my fears, and anxi-
eties, and questionings dropped into the abyss of His 

12.	Matthew 7:11; Luke 11:13.
13.	Ephesians 2:19.
14.	I Timothy 5:8.

The Unveiled Glory
— Hannah Hurnard (1905-1990)

and

My Unexpected Discovery
— Hannah Whitall Smith (1832-1911)

Hannah Whitall Smith (1832-1911) was the author of the classic 
work, A Christian’s Secret of a Happy Life. Both famous Christian 
authors discuss their coming to see and embrace the salvation of all.

64 pp.
See order form under 

“Other Authors.”

http://www.studyshelf.com/hell.htm#0172
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf


Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 159637854 Issue 929


 Your unworthiness is your greatest claim for His salvation. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)
loving care. I saw that the instinct of humanity, which 
demands that the parents who bring a child into the 
world are bound by every law, both human and di-
vine, to care for and protect that child according to 
their best ability, is a divinely implanted instinct; and 
that it is meant to teach us the magnificent fact that 
the Creator, Who has made human parents responsi-
ble toward their children, is Himself equally respon-
sible toward His children. I could have shouted for 
joy! From that glad hour the root of my troubles was 
over. For when this insight comes to a soul, that soul 
may, in the very nature of things, enter into rest.

With such a God, Who is at the same time a Father, 
there is no real room for anything but rest. When 
temptations of doubt or anxiety or fear come to me, 
I have learned not to listen to them, because I have 
seen that to do so would be to cast a doubt on the 
trustworthiness of my Father in Heaven.

If God is our Father, the only thing faith can do with 
doubts, and fears, and anxious thoughts is to cast 
them off. For faith sees that God is in very truth our 
Father, and rejects every doubt to the contrary with 
horror, as being a libel on our Father’s love and our 
Father’s care.

What more can any soul want than to have a God 
Whose name is “our Father,” and Whose character 
and ways match His name? As Philip said, so we find 
it to be, “Show us the Father and it sufficeth us.”15 It 
does indeed suffice, beyond what words can express!

“Behold,” says the apostle John, “what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be 
called the sons of God.”16 The “manner of love” be-

15.	John 14:8.
16.	I John 3:1.

stowed upon us is the love of a father for his son, a 
tender protecting love that knows our weakness and 
our need, and cares for us accordingly. He treats us 
as sons, and faith sees Him as a Father Whom we can 
trust without anxiety. Yes, faith takes the son’s place 
of dependence and trust, and leaves the father’s place 
of care and responsibility to Him.

Too often we take upon our own shoulders the fa-
ther’s part. But no good earthy father would want 
his children to take upon their young shoulders the 
burden of his duties, and surely much less would our 
heavenly Father want to lay upon us the burden of 
His.

No wonder Peter wrote, “Casting all your care upon 
Him; for He careth for you.”17 He cares for us; of course 
He does. It is His business, as a Father, to do so. He 
would not be a good Father if He did not. The chil-
dren of a good, human father are at peace because 
they trust in their father’s care; but the children of 
the heavenly Father too often have no peace because 
they are afraid to trust in His care.

What utter folly it all is! For if ever an earthly father 
was worthy of the confidence of his children, surely 
much more is our heavenly Father worthy of our 
confidence. Why it is that so few of His children trust 
Him can be only because they have not yet found out 
that He is really their Father; or else that, acknowl-
edging Him as Father, they still never have seen that 
He is the sort of Father a good and true human father 
is, a Father Who is loving, and tender, pitiful, and full 
of kindness toward the helpless beings whom He has 
brought into existence, and whom He is therefore 
bound to protect. This sort of Father no one could 
help trusting; but the strange and far-off Creator, 

17.	I Peter 5:7.
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mals. He correctly contends that both man and animal are nephesh chaiyah 
– “a living soul,” and that resurrection extends to the animal kingdom. In el-
ementary fashion he makes a notable addition to the theme of God’s grand 33 pp.

plan of redemption that includes animals, by what he calls “the 
Scriptural proof of the immortality of all God’s creation.” He also stresses the theme of the just treatment of 
animals, proposing that our current dealings with animals are to be vested, like ours, in their glorious future.

See order form under “Other Authors.”

 

Nathaniel Scarlett New Testament
Facsimile of the Original 1798 Edition

Translated by Nathaniel Scarlett (1753-1802); Associate Editors: 
James Creighton (1736–1819), William Vidler (1758-1816), John 
Cue. A “Universalist” translation. For details see the work cited by 
Joseph E. Kirk (1903-1974) in the Bible Student’s Notebook #853 “The 
Triumph of Jesus Christ As Set Forth in the Nathaniel Scarlett Trans-
lation of the New Testament.”

See order form under “Bibles.”519 pp.
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God’s comfort is enough to meet the needs of all of the sorrows of all humanity. – Hannah Whitall Smith (1832–1911)

whose fatherhood stops at our creation, and has no 
care for our fate after once we are launched into the 
Universe, no one could be expected to trust.

The remedy, therefore, for discomfort and unrest is 
to be found in becoming acquainted with the Father.

“For,” says the apostle Paul, “ye have not received the 
spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have received the 
spirit of adoption,18 whereby we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’”19

18.	[Editor:] “Adoption” is the Greek word huiothesia (SEC #5206), 
meaning the “placing as a son”, i.e., “sonship,” or “son-placing.” 
It is “the station in life accorded a son” (A.E. Knoch). It is trans-
lated “sonship” in the Concordant, Rotherham, Moffatt and Dia-
glott (“son-setting” in the Dabhar). For more information on this 
glorious theme see the book entitled Sonship: A Comprehensive 
Compilation, Bible Student’s Press (see the order form under 
“Compilations”).

19.	Romans 8:15.

For though there be that are called gods, whether 
in Heaven or in Earth (as there be gods many, and 
lords many), but to us there is but one God, the Fa-
ther, of Whom are all things, and we in Him; and 
one Lord Jesus Christ, by Whom are all things, and 
we by Him (I Corinthians 8:5-6).

(edited abridgement)

(to be continued)

For a short biographical sketch of Hannah Whitall Smith, see:
–	Editor’s Desk, Bible Student’s Notebook #921.

Topics:
Major: Comfort; Father; God 
Minor: Mother; Responsibility; Standing (of the believer in 
Christ)

One God and Father of all, Who is over all and through all and in all 
(Ephesians 4:6, Concordant Version)

Jesus Christ came to reveal God’s true identity and nature as “Father.” This was an 
advanced revelation concerning God, super-abounding that of any previous one. 
With radical boldness Christ called Him “Father,” and Paul pressed this glorious 
truth to its grand ultimate, that God was the “Father of all.”

29 chapters, 18 appendixes.See order form under “Clyde Pilkington.”
242 pp.

We Call Him “Father”
by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Comfort (continued from page 7854)

I am done with the reading of Tom Ballinger’s “The 
Body of Christ” Is Not the Same as “The Church Which 
Is His Body” in BSN 925. This work is a key to many 
of my questions in this section of my current study. 
I am moved by the explanation. In the Theocracy of 
Grace there is no laity! – ID

I appreciate your time writing and sending out the 
Daily Email Goodies and Bible Student’s Notebook. – 
OH

Tom Ballinger [“The Body of Christ” Is Not the Same 
as “The Church Which Is His Body” – BSN 925] … I 
like the way that this guy writes. No frills and to the 
point. And what points he makes; a true “diligent” 
student who has reaped the promised benefit from 
our Father. This article makes me feel even closer 
to Christ “our” Head; a gift of understanding that is 
truly beyond valuation. – IN 

BSN 925 is a powerhouse issue. It confirmed a lot of 
things I believed but couldn’t find but bits and pieces 
of information on. “The Body of Christ” Is Not the 
Same as “The Church Which Is His Body” by Tom L. 
Ballinger is a fantastic article and Clyde’s footnotes 
just made it that much better. I loved this issue. – TN

I really love your books, you are one writer that comes 
across as “speaking the truth in love.” – NH
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