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Ephesians 3:10

To the intent that now unto the princi-
palities and powers in the Supercelestials 
might be known by the church the mani-
fold wisdom of God.

At the end of the Acts there seemed to be a 
hindrance in carrying out God’s counsel. Now 
that the kingdom could not begin, what would 
happen? Not only would the believers have won-
dered this, but also God’s creatures in Heaven. Then, 
through Paul, came the revelation of God’s greatest 
grace and wisdom. The creation of the “the Church 
which is His Body” was the answer, and through it 
He would now make His larger purpose known to 
all beings. The members of this Church are witnesses 
for the Celestial Authorities and Powers. The present 
Church has as its task the restoration of the Superce-
lestials and is not, as Israel was, the “salt of the Earth.”

Highlights from the Book of 
Ephesians: The Revelation of the 

Church of the Mystery
by — Stanislas •• (1888-1962)
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distinct from Israel’s earthly mission........................................... 8379

During the time of the Acts there were different bodies, hopes, 
beliefs and baptisms, etc., but now there is only one.......... 8381

The connection between Christ and the Church is a “great mys-
tery,” which is a unique and deep bond that is different from 
the known relationship between a man and a woman....... 8383

“The Supercelestials” is where our citizenship is, as well as our 
struggle.................................................................................................. 8383

Key Points:

Ephesians 3:11

According to the purpose of the ages, which 
He made in Christ Jesus our Lord.

What has commonly been translated “eter-
nal purpose,” is literally “the purpose of the 

ages,” or “the purpose of the eons.” The dispen-
sation surrounding “the Church which is His 

Body” was a part of God’s magnificent plan. Note 
that this “purpose” is directly related to the present 
Church and the Supercelestials, while “council” is re-
lated to Israel and the Earth (see Ephesians 1:4).

Ephesians 3:14-15

For this cause, I bow my knees unto the Father of 
(continued on page 8381)
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Many today remain caught up in a mindset that wants all of the truth of Scripture to be directed to them. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

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(Colossians 3:4).

“one Lord” – the only Head of the One Body (Ephe-
sians 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; Colossians 1:18; 2:19).

“one faith” – the truth of the mystery that was re-
vealed for us to believe (Ephesians 1:9; 3:3-9; 6:19; 
Colossians 1:26-27; 2:2-3; 4:3).

“one baptism” – spiritual baptism (Colossians 2:12; 
Ephesians 1:13-14).

“one God and Father of all” – to whom “both” are rec-
onciled in One Body (Ephesians 2:16).2

Ephesians 4:9-12

Wherefore He saith, When He ascended up on 
high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto 
men. … And He gave some, apostles; and some, 
prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pas-
tors and teachers; for the perfecting of the saints, 
for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ.

The apostles here do not refer to the Twelve Apostles, 
who were called during the earthly ministry of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, but to the apostles called after the 
resurrection and ascension of Christ (:8). These in-
cluded: Paul and Barnabas (Acts 14:14); Apollos (I 

2.	 [Editor:] This “one God and Father of all” stands in contrast to 
“the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob” (Exodus 3:16; 4:5; 
II Chronicles 30:6; Matthew 22:32; Mark 12:26; Luke 20:37; Acts 
3:13; 7:32).



How perverse and blind have we often been! – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

our Lord Jesus Christ, of Whom the whole fam-
ily in Heaven and Earth is named.

The truths of Ephesians were not made known to 
“other generations1” (Ephesians 3:5,  CV). A genus 
(generation) is a group of creatures descended from 
the same “father.” Outside of the Church of the Ephe-
sians Mystery there are many other genera (genera-
tions): Israel, Principalities, Powers, Lordships, etc. 
(Ephesians 1:21; 3:10). Some genera (generations) 
belong to the Heavens, some to the Earth (cf. Acts 
3:25).

Ephesians 4:4-6

There is one Body, and one Spirit, even as ye are 
called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, 
Who is above all, and through all, and in you 
all.

During the time of the Acts there were different bod-
ies, hopes, beliefs and baptisms, etc., but now:

“one body” – “the Church which is His Body” (Ephe-
sians 2:15-16; Ephesians 3:6; Colossians 3:15).

“one spirit” – that of the “new man” (Ephesians 2:15; 
4:24).

“one hope” – “the manifestation with Christ in glory” 

1.	 [Editor:] Strong’s G1074, γενεά, genea, from G1085, γένος, ge-
nos. Thus, the resemblance to the Latin “genus.”

The Administration of the Secret
A Comprehensive Compilation

The Secret Administration, revealed through Ephesians and Colossians, is 
characterized and empowered by the dispensing of transcendent grace 
(Ephesians 1:7; 2:7; 3:2). Now, believing Gentiles are “no longer guests 
and sojourners,” as they were in the Pentecostal and Readjustment 
Administrations, but are “fellow-citizens of the saints and members of God’s 

family” (Ephesians 2:19). This outstanding work includes 45 chapters, by 17 authors, 
spanning nearly 200 years. Author’s include: Oscar M. Baker, Tom L. Ballinger, J. R. Caldwell, E. H. 
Clayton, J.J.B. Coles, John Essex, J.H. Evans, H.W. Fry, Vladimir Gelesnoff, William B. Hallman, Richard 
Holden, John H. Kessler, A.E. Knoch, Adlai Loudy, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., and Charles H. Welch.

308 pages See order form under “Compilations.”

http://www.studyshelf.com/dispensational.htm#2862
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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Neither Christ’s appearing nor our joint-appearing with Him will take place in our current lifetime. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




Corinthians 4:6-9); Silvanus and Timothy (I Thes-
salonians 1:1; 2:6); Andronicus and Junias (Romans 
16:7). When the hope of the Kingdom had disap-
peared at the end of Acts, and a new body was cre-
ated, it was of course necessary that saints from the 
previous era be instructed in the very special posi-
tion in which they were now placed.

Ephesians 4:13

till we all arrive at the unity of the faith, and 
of the full knowledge of the Son of God, unto a 
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of 
the fulness of Christ …

“Knowledge of the Son of God.” (See also Colos-
sians 1:9-10; 2:2) “Knowledge” is the translation of 
epignōsis, that is, full, true knowledge.

Ephesians 4:17

This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that 
you henceforth walk not as the Nations walk, in 
the vanity of their mind.

“Other Gentiles” (KJV). The word “other” is not in the 
best texts. The members of “the Church which is His 
Body” are never again called “Gentiles” (or “Nations”) 
or “Jews.” It is well said that they WERE Gentiles in 
former times (e.g., Ephesians 2:11).

Ephesians 5:18

… Be filled with the Spirit

The phrase “be filled with the Spirit” is alla plērousthe 
en pneumati, and is in the dative, and thus denotes, 

not that with which we are filled, but the Filler. So, 
one can translate: “is filled by the Spirit.”

We are filled with the gifts of the Giver. The main 
thing is that the “word of Christ” dwells in us, the rest 
is the effect (see Colossians 3:16; Ephesians 3:19).

Ephesians 5:22-32

… even as Christ is the Head of the church … 
as the church is subject unto Christ, … even as 
Christ also loved the church, and gave Himself 
for it; that He might sanctify and cleanse … that 
He might present it to Himself a glorious church, 
not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without blemish. 
… even as the Lord the church … For we are 
members of His body … this is a great mystery: 
but I speak concerning Christ and the church.

The close communion between Christ and “the 
Church which is His Body” is taken as an example 
of the relationship that should exist between a man 
and a woman. Nothing permits us to turn the matter 
around and say that as the woman is married to the 
man, so the Church is the “wife” of Christ. Much less 
that we are the “bride.”

God’s Word is not careless in its use of words, and 
“bride” is, strictly speaking, used only for a betrothed 
virgin during the marriage ceremony. The “Lamb” is 
waiting for a “bride,” but it is not “the Church which is 
His Body,” but the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:9-
10).

Israel was constantly referred to as the “wife” of Je-
hovah in the Hebrew Scriptures (e.g. as implied by 
Isaiah 54:5-7; Jeremiah 3:14; 31:32; Hosea 2:15). We 

“In Scripture the church of this dispensation is symbolized as ‘the Body of 
Christ,’ never as ‘the Bride.’” — Sir Robert Anderson, The Coming Prince

The Church Which Is His Body, and The Bride 
the Lamb’s Wife

We have reprinted a grand work on the subject of “the Body” in 
contrast to “the Bride” by the late J.H. Kessler.

48 pages See order form under “Kessler.”

http://www.studyshelf.com/church.htm#1348
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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While the prophetic program gives definite world events and timetables, the Secret Administration does not. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




find that woman in Revelation 19:7 on the particu-
lar “day” when the marriage feast of the Lamb has 
come. It is never spoken of as the “bride of Christ,” 
but of “the bride, the Lamb’s wife” (Revelation 21:9). 
The marriage has been consummated and the “bride” 
is now also called “wife.”

There is no difficulty in the fact that Israel is called 
“wife,” while the wedding is still in the future, for Is-
rael was only “betrothed” (Jeremiah 2:2), and Israel’s 
wedding takes place during the Kingdom on Earth, 
and then it will literally be the “bride” in the strict 
sense of the word (see also Isaiah 62:4-5).

Presently there is no wedding, and neither Israel nor 
the Church can be the “bride.” When the Messiah 
announces Himself to Israel, He calls Himself the 
“Bridegroom” (Matthew 9:15), and while the King-
dom was still being announced by the Apostles, Paul 
told the believers that he would give them to a man 
as a chaste virgin, namely, Christ (II Corinthians 
11:2). In the parable of Matthew 22, concerning the 
Kingdom of Heaven, we also find that marriage de-
scribed.

Husbands are to love their own wives as their own 
bodies: both are one flesh, but not one body. The 
woman cannot be said to be the body of the man, 
as “the Church which is His Body.” The husband and 
wife are “one flesh,” but both have their own bodies as 
a unit in themselves. The man remains a man with-
out the woman; but “the Church which is His Body” 
is nothing without Christ (the Head). The union of 
man and woman is not a mystery, it was known from 
Genesis 2:24; the union of Christ and “the Church 
which is His Body” is the “great mystery.”

Ephesians 6:11-17

Put on the whole armor of God, that ye may 
be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in the Supercelestials …

The battle for which the whole armor of God must 
be put on is not that against sin (we have died to sin, 
Ephesians 2:1, 5), but is a battle here where we use 
as a weapon the “sword of the Spirit, which is God’s 
Word” (6:17). Thus, this concerns faith and knowl-
edge, and not being “carried about with every wind 
of doctrine, by the deceit of men, by craftiness, to lead 
astray by cunningness” (Ephesians 4:13-14).

Now this sword (God’s Word) is snatched from the 
hands of the people by Satan through tradition, mod-
ern criticism, and the teachings of demons. Satan’s 
influence and work is more in theological schools 
and pulpits than in “dens of iniquity.”

Thus, “the Supercelestials” is where our citizenship is, 
as well as our struggle.

Ephesians 6:19-20

And for me, that utterance may be given unto 
me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make 
known the mystery of the gospel, for which I am 
an ambassador in bonds: that therein I may 
speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

Satan works to suppress the proclamation of “the 
mystery of the gospel.” If he 

Concordant Version: Paul’s Epistles 
– Large Print

This is a page-for-page photographic enlargement of the typeset pages of 
Paul’s epistles taken from The Concordant Literal New Testament, reproduced 
on 8-1/2×11 sheets. Wide margins are afforded for notes. This edition is use-
ful not only for partially sighted readers but as well for those wishing to have 
study sheets of Paul’s epistles available for notebook use.

144 pages See order form under “Bibles.”

(see Ephesians, last page)

http://www.studyshelf.com/bibles.htm#4260
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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All My Days Were Written in Your Book

[To T.S.:] The Hebrew word translated “days” in the 
quotation of Psalm 139:16 (e.g. CV, etc.) is םוֹי (yôm) 
which is Strong’s H3117, meaning “a day (as the warm 
hours), whether literally (from sunrise to sunset, or 
from one sunset to the next).” Yôm is translated as 
“continuance” in this verse in the KJV, although its 
translator note says “or… days.” There are no Hebrew 
words for the KJV phrase “my members,” thus, it was 
placed in italic font by the translators to show that it 
had been added to the English text.

Here are some of the numerous versions which have 
“days” as the translation of yôm in Psalm 139:16:

Your eyes saw my embryo, and my days, all of 
them were written upon Your scroll; the days were 
formed when there was not one of them (CV).

Thine eyes did see mine unformed substance; 
and in Thy book they were all written, even the 
days that were ordained for me, when as yet 
there was none of them (ASV).

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in Your 
book all my days were recorded, even those 

which were purposed before they had come into 
being (BBE).

Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in Your 
book were written, every one of them, the days 
that were formed for me, when as yet there was 
none of them (ESV).

You saw me before I was born. The days allotted 
to me had all been recorded in Your book, before 
any of them ever began (GNB).

Your eyes saw me when I was only a fetus. Every 
day of my life was recorded in Your book before 
one of them had taken place (GW).

Your eyes saw me when I was formless; all my 
days were written in Your book and planned be-
fore a single one of them began (HCSB).

Your eyes saw my embryo, and in Your book 
they all were written—days fashioned for me 
when there was not one of them (LEB).

Your eyes saw my unformed substance and in 
Your book they were all written, even the days 
that were formed, when as yet there was none of 
them (MLV).

Like an open book, you watched me grow from 
conception to birth; all the stages of my life were 
spread out before you, the days of my life all pre-
pared before I’d even lived one day (MSG).

Your eyes saw me when I was inside the womb. 
All the days ordained for me were recorded in 
Your scroll before one of them came into exis-
tence (NET).

Mine unfinished substance, Thine eyes beheld, 
and, in Thy book, all the parts thereof were writ-


 Never let anyone take away the object of our “hope” and substitute it for some ill-founded “wish.” – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

“Tidbits” is a column dedicated to short comments, thoughts, 
studies and excerpts.

Tidbits of Truth #58

Restoring the 
Foundations:
Essays in Relational 
Theology
by — James Wesley Stivers
(originally published in 1995)
94 pages

A companion book to Eros Made Sacred. This is 
a study of the Christian Man’s relation to God, 
woman, his children, his firstborn, social order, 
etc. (See order form under “Other Authors.”)

http://www.patriarchpublishinghouse.com/pphbooks.htm
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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I find that the presence of God is the secret of being at home and happy everywhere. – J.G. M’Vicker (1826-1900)




ten,—the days they should be fashioned! while yet 
there was not one among them. (Rotherham).

You saw me inside the womb; all the days as-
signed to me were recorded in Your book even 
before the first one happened (ULB).

Mine unformed substance Thine eyes saw, and on 
Thy book all of them are written, the days they 
were formed -- and not one among them (YLT).

—	Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

The Time of Jacob’s Trouble

[To M.V.:] Hey M.V., I appreciate your question about 
the “Time of Jacob’s Trouble,” which has given us no 
small amount of challenge trying to understand it.

My basis for placing it where it is on the chart is chap-
ter 70 of the book Rightly Dividing Israel’s Prophetic 
Kingdom, “Jacob’s Trouble” and “The Great Tribula-
tion” by J.G.H. Steedman, specifically on page 241.

Steedman’s point is that the title (of the chapter) is 
not a reference to different descriptions for one event, 
but two distinct events that occur at different times.

The Jeremiah 30:3-10 passage clearly determines that 

this “Time of Jacob’s Trouble” takes place before res-
urrected David is installed as King in Israel.

My understanding is that this “time” is the culmination 
of Gentile rule under which the Jews have suffered for 
many centuries, which will reach its peak some time 
around the point that I placed it on the chart.

When taken with the prophecy of Daniel 2, it’s clear 
that the Earth is still under Gentile dominion (i.e., 
the image) until God’s Kingdom is established (:44).

You do make a good point, though. I’m not sure of 
the timing, and have struggled with placing it even 
earlier, because I think that there will be a time af-
ter this dispensation is done when there will be a 
tremendous persecution of the Jews (cf. Ezekiel 38-
39) before God resumes His program with them 
(and even the events of Ezekiel 38-39 – “Gog” being 
brought by God against Israel – can be considered 
part of His program since it is included in proph-
ecy). It is feasible to me that this “time” occurs after 
this dispensation and is the precipitating event for 
Elijah’s and Nebuchadnezzars’ resurrections, which 
begins the Day of Christ. Nebuchadnezzar will be 
God’s faithful servant who, as world ruler, will bring 
order to the nations and support Israel’s preparation 
for returning to their land and receiving their King-
dom. Yet I can also see this “time” happening where 

Our Blogs
blog: Pronunciation: \ˈblȯg, ˈbläg\
Function: noun

Etymology: short for Weblog: a Web site that contains an online personal journal with reflections, 
comments, and often hyperlinks provided by the writer; also: the contents of such a site.
— Webster’s Dictionary

Our themed blogs are a collection of “Goodies” based on a common theme. You are 
welcome to subscribe to as many of these particular blogs as you have an interest.

Why Are We Blogging? 
(1)   It gives us the opportunity to specialize and personalize our message.
(2)   It allows interaction, as readers can post their own comments.
(3)   It increases results on search engines.

Stop by and check out our extensive list at:
http://www.studyshelf.com/ourblogs.htm

http://www.studyshelf.com/ourblogs.htm
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What unites us is the call of God “in Christ.” – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

cannot take the sword away, he blunts it, by making 
us cunningly believe that we live in the dispensa-
tion of the Law, of Pentecostal, of the kingdom, or 
of some terrible mixture of all of these, so that we do 
not, as it should be, “praise … the glory of His grace” 
(Ephesians 1:6).

Ephesians 6:23

“The mystery of the gospel” (:19) is centered in “the 
gospel of peace” ( :15; 2:17). “Peace” is used 8 times in 
this letter: 1:2; 2:14, 15, 17 (x2); 4:3; 6:15, 23. “Peace” 
has a deeper meaning for “the Church which is His 
Body” than that of Romans 5. It is not peace that fol-
lows justification, but that proceeds from the unity 
made by God (4:3).

—	The Purpose of the Ages
(edited excerpt)

Stanislas Van Mierlo (1888-1962), born in Antwerp, Belgium 
was a student of E.W. Bullinger (1837-1913), an associate of 
A.E. Knoch (1874-1965) and Charles H. Welch (1880-1967), 
and co-editor along with G.J. Pauptit (1889-1962) of the Dutch 
monthly periodical Uit de Schriften (Out of the Scriptures, 1920-
1960), as well the author of several books, including The Divine 
Plan and its Realization, and co-author of About the Mystery: 
Some Brief Explanations of the Great Mystery Revealed to the 
Apostle Paul.

Material available by Van Mierlo from previous Bible Stu-
dent’s Notebooks:
–	The Present Dispensation, BSN 840;
–	John’s Gospel and Paul’s Gospel, BSN 842;
–	The Above-Heavenly Sphere of Blessings (Tidbits of Truth), 

BSN 905
–	The Expectation of the Present Dispensation, BSN 922;
–	Did Christ Die in Our Place? BSN 938;
–	Characteristics of the Church of the Mystery (and those Be-

lievers Outside of the Church of the Mystery), BSN 947;
–	Some Dispensational Differences, BSN 948;
–	Highlights from the Book of Ephesians (part 1), BSN 994.

Topics:
Major: Ecclesia; Ephesians; Mystery
Minor: Acts 28:28; Right Division
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Ephesians & Colossians
Scripture for the Present Administration

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Ephesians and Colossians are the present truth for the current dispensation. Ephe-
sians introduces the Secret Administration in which we live, while Colossians, its 
companion epistle, completes the Word of God. There are no other Secret Adminis-
tration letters beyond Ephesians and Colossians.

See order form under “Clyde Pilkington.”76 pages (2nd edition)

I currently have it, at the end of the succession of the 
kingdoms of the Daniel 2 image.

I don’t have enough certainty to change it at this point, 
but certainly further study is warranted. Prophecy 
is no easy subject matter, and I believe that I have a 
much better handle on it than I did before we began 
this herculean task.

I probably haven’t clarified these issues much for you, 
but please don’t hesitate to ask further questions. It 
certainly helps me to further understand these issues.

With regard to the “busy-ness” of the chart, I had 
thought of making a 2-page version of it, but we de-
termined that, at this point, it would be better being 
contained on a single 11x17 sheet, which is included 

in the book Rightly Dividing Israel’s Prophetic King-
dom (which, I’m happy to say, is now, finally, ready for 
sale!1). That being said, there is so much more infor-
mation that could’ve been included, but for brevity’s 
sake was left out. For the 2nd edition I plan on mak-
ing another chart that lists the various attributes of the 
Premillennial Kingdom with supporting Scripture.

—	André Sneidar

Topics:
Major: [All My Days Were Written in Your Book:] Psalm 139:16 
[Time of Jacob’s Trouble:] Jacob’s Trouble; Prophecy

1.	 Rightly Dividing Israel’s Prophetic Kingdom – With Special Empha-
sis on The Overlooked Pre-Millennial “Kingdom of the Heavens” 
(A Comprehensive Compilation), available at Studyshelf.com, or 
on the order form under “Compilations.”
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Ephesians (continued from page 8383)
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