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t is necessary that the Word of God judge 
the intentions of creation, even though 
those intentions are part of His doing 

and divine plan. It is within the process of 
the experienced contrast of opposing things 
that evil is exposed, justice is learned, and 
grace is fully appreciated. God’s judgements 
are always deliberate toward this crucial les-
son. His judgements make things right as an 
experiential lesson by His sovereign design. That 
which is righteous is not fully understood without 
the contrast of evil. Through this process creation 
learns via experience. After all, it was sovereign God 
Who created all things. It was sovereign God Who 
placed the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in 
the garden made for man. The fact is: Predestined 
History is sovereign God’s way of operating by scrip-
tural definition (Romans 11:33-36; Isaiah 45:5-7).

We know that only a very few are called in each econ-
omy as God unfolds the ages that reveal His Will (I 
Corinthians 1:26-29). The Word always belongs to 
those whom He has called. We are on display as those 

Enlightened Eyes
by — J. Blake Botner

Part 2 of 4*

… The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know what 
is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of the glory of His inheritance 
in the saints … (Ephesians 1:18).

The contrast of good and evil is essential for understanding 
righteousness....................................................................................... 8387

Believers are chosen by God to exemplify His power, wisdom, 
and grace............................................................................................... 8387

When reading the Bible, try to understand the times and what 
God has revealed. This is a great chance that’s only available to 
us and affects everything in our lives. Through tough times, we 

can learn to love and understand better, which helps us over-
come our weaknesses, including the biggest one: death......8391

Our calling and destiny are solely revealed in Ephesians and Co-
lossians, emphasizing the emerging church as God’s response 
to His present silence, bearing witness to Heaven through 
Christ’s Calvary victory...................................................................... 8393

Key Points:

chosen by God to exemplify His power, wisdom 
and grace. Without any merit of our own we 

have been given the promise of the highest 
destiny in order to shine as the epitome of 
His grace on display right now. The grace to 
us will become even more evident when we 
appear with Christ in glory. By the way, the 

very thing that credentials you to reign as a 
joint-heir1 with Christ in glory is that you will 

understand grace better than any other creature. 
You are going from the weakest servant to the apex 
of creation on one single merit … grace. Our experi-
ence in, and gratitude for, grace is God’s curriculum 
for “the Church, which is His body” today. Our expe-
riences each day of this current life while clothed in 
mortality, experiences that are always tempered by 
the grace wherein we stand, are instilling the wisdom 

1.	 Ephesians 3:6 - “fellow heirs” (KJV), “joint enjoyers” (CV), “coallot-
tees” (DV) “joint partakers” (WORNT).

(continued on page 8389)

* See BSN 979 for part 1 of this series.
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Bible Student’s Notebook™ – PO Box 265; Windber, PA 159638388 Issue 996

No Jewish Scriptures could be written during our current Administration. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

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in Christ and currently on display as spotless and 
blameless witnesses of His grace (Colossians 2:11-
15; Philippians 3:1-3; Ephesians 1:3-6).

3.	 Our opportunity is to know the power of His res-
urrection and to apprehend that for which we are 
being apprehended (Philippians 3:8-12).

4.	 We no longer need to be confined/conformed to 
the world; we can be transformed by the powerful 
gift of understanding the completed Word of God 
(Colossians 1:25; cf. Romans 12:1-2).

We must be diligent because:

•	 Our standing in Christ is sure, but the hinder-
ances of our state of carnal corruption continue 
for now (I Corinthians 15:53).

•	 Our natural inclinations so easily influence and 
infest the reality of our standing in Christ (Ro-
mans 7:15).

God’s original creation.
“A whole eon (age) had gone by before humanity came into 

being, and all the events of that eon, whatever they were, had 
terminated in ‘the disruption of the world,’ that is, the disruption 
of the society as it existed at that time. That society was clearly 
a Celestial one, for it was in being before the Earth was even 
founded, as Job 38:4-7 makes plain.” – John Essex, “The Vessel of 
Humanity,” Unsearchable Riches, volume 73 (1982).

For more information about “the disruption,” see:
–	The Disruption of the World, on the order form under “Com-

pilations;”
–	Without Form and Void: A Study of the Meaning of Genesis 

1:2, Arthur C. Custance, on the order form under “Other Au-
thors.”



To the human, unanointed eye the present operations of the Deity are the greatest failure of all. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)

to ultimately judge as He does. We have not gradu-
ated yet. We are to press on, reaching forward to the 
prize of “the high calling of God” with Christ, as we 
endure the challenges of this glorious opportunity 
(Philippians 3:14). Scripture always belongs to the 
called, and God is the rewarder that gives the under-
standing. From the weeping saint basking in newly 
understood grace to the mature saint feasting upon 
God’s Word, who else benefits from it?

We can see that those who have not been given enlight-
ened eyes offer many alternative ways to approach 
Bible study. The influence of worldly academia dom-
inates virtually all things today, especially religious 
infringement into the godliness of our unique call-
ing (II Corinthians 11:13-15). Human effort is inher-
ently influenced by the weakness of fleshy hearts that 
have the law written in them. This universal burden 
of carnality empowers the provisions of religious 
overlords (Romans 2:14-16).

By contrast, we are confident in what Scripture says 
about our calling. Here are some answers to those 
seeking to impose themselves upon our liberty:

1.	 We have been given ALL spiritual blessings in 
Heavenly places (Ephesians 1:3-6).

2.	 Our flesh and carnality have been cut away and 
are no longer visible to God. We were chosen by 
Him before the “foundation of the world”2 to be 

2.	 [Editor:] What is commonly translated in some versions as “foun-
dation of the world” is the Greek pro katabolē kosmos, mean-
ing “the disruption of the cosmos,” the catastrophic overthrow of 

The Administration of the Secret
A Comprehensive Compilation
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is characterized and empowered by the dispensing of transcendent grace 
(Ephesians 1:7; 2:7; 3:2). Now, believing Gentiles are “no longer guests and 
sojourners,” as they were in the Pentecostal and Readjustment Adminis-
trations, but are “fellow-citizens of the saints and members of God’s family” 

(Ephesians 2:19). This outstanding work includes 45 chapters, by 17 authors, spanning 
nearly 200 years. Author’s include: Oscar M. Baker, Tom L. Ballinger, J. R. Caldwell, E. H. Clayton, J.J.B. 
Coles, John Essex, J.H. Evans, H.W. Fry, Vladimir Gelesnoff, William B. Hallman, Richard Holden, John 
H. Kessler, A.E. Knoch, Adlai Loudy, Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr., and Charles H. Welch.
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Paul’s earlier epistles are in harmony with Israel’s prophetic program. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.




•	 We need to remain armed in the things of Christ 
daily in order to stand with an effective point of 
view against evil’s influence upon our mortal sus-
ceptibilities (Ephesians 6:10-18).

Consider God’s perspective as your approach to 
Scripture study; right division would not be empha-

sized if wrong division was not a real and present 
danger (II Timothy 2:15-16).

Let’s look at some Scripture study approach hinder-
ances to understanding along with the contrast of 
our sure standing in Christ.

	 Religious Practice	 versus	 Enlightened Peace

1 - Prosperity Approach * Joint-Heirs in Heavenly Places3

 - Physical Blessing Defines Standing  - Freely Given All Blessings4

 - Affluence & Necessity Motivate  - Gratitude Motivates5

 - Appearance Worshipped  - Understanding Appreciated6

2 - Sinful Behavior Approach * Chosen in Christ Blameless7

 - Condemnation  - Confidence in Sealed Standing8

 - Performance Mandates  - Rest in Grace9

 - Perpetual Repentance  - Performance Completed by Christ10

3 - Dutiful Behavior Approach * Resurrection Promise on Display11

 - Ritual Observance  - Diligent Continuance with Scripture12

 - Pilgrimages  - Stand Fast in Liberty13

 - Ceremony  - Not Subject to Ordinances14

4 - Conformity Approach * Transformed by Renewed Mind15

 - Tradition  - Knowledge of the Will of God16

 - Creed  - Completed Word17

 - Habitual Practice  - Diligently Seek After God18

3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,14.15,16,17,18

Multiple truth-robbing-Scripture-study approaches 
are underwritten by age-old schools of higher educa-
tion with their defined outcome being dutiful “fitting 
one for service for the Lord.” Cultural awareness, in-
clinations  and “advancements” have influenced the 
3.	  Romans 8:14-17.
4.	  Romans 8:32.
5.	  Ephesians 5:19-20.
6.	  Ephesians 1:15-23.
7.	  Ephesians 1:3-6.
8.	  Ephesians 4:30.
9.	  Romans 5:1-2; Philippians 3:1-3.
10.	 Ephesians 2:8-9.
11.	 Ephesians 2:10.
12.	 II Timothy 2:15; II Timoty 3:13-17.
13.	 Galatians 5:1.
14.	 Colossians 2:16-22.
15.	 Romans 12:1-3.
16.	 Ephesians 1:7-23.
17.	 Colossians 1:21-29.
18.	 Hebrews 11:6.

prominence of these over time. Papacy and other 
religious dominion being the fruit of numbers two, 
three and four above, and the “foolishness” of scrip-
tural approach number one, have especially been the 
plague of modern western culture via advanced me-
dia capabilities.

As time marches on, think of the advancement of 
the scorn and the progressive decay of the ancient 
crumbling structures that were born from scriptural 
approach numbers two, three and four. Think of the 
grandeur and opulence afforded to those at the top of 
religious empires who promote scriptural approach 
number one via modern media conveyance. Can you 
see how and why God’s Word clearly discerns the in-
tention of the heart of any who approach Scripture 
(Hebrews 4:12)?
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Never under condemnation; always under grace. – J.G. M’Vicker (1826-1900)




Be not disheartened by the passing of time that the 
evolution of failures expose. Be not discouraged, but 
rather recognize where we currently are located in 
the unfolding ages, and get your mind around the 
revelation of the glory we share as joint-heirs with 
Christ that is being exhibited today. Unlike the glo-
rious “Kingdom of Heaven” on Earth transition to 
good, our days are destined to “wax worse” in evil (II 
Timothy 2:12-13). By contrast, we have seen that the 
Kingdom of The Lord Jesus Christ will fill the Earth 
with no-doubt-about-it global blessing (I Chronicles 
29:11). We look forward with great anticipation to 
the very next event of Scripture to take place, when 
we are roused from sleep and reunited with fellow 
members of His Body in “Heavenly Places” and re-
ceive the glory that will be revealed in us when we 
literally partake in Christ’s glorious appearing in the 
Heavens (Colossians 3:4; cf. Romans 8:18). As dis-
cussed in part one of this study, there is going to be 
a universal change from how things are now, as God 
is silent today and we rest in the surety of the com-
pleted Scriptures.

There is nothing new here when looking at religion. 
The failure of human frailty is low-hanging fruit for 
those who revel in condemnation and persecution; 
that is not at all our goal. We want to lay the ground-
work of faith once again through hearing the Word of 
God (Romans 10:17). Remember, He is the Placer of 
those whom He has predestined to exhibit and ac-
complish His sovereign intent in every age. We, in 
our current state of mortal weakness, exist on the 
blind side of what the very next second, minute, hour, 
day, week, month and year of God’s sovereign plan 
holds for us. God’s sovereignty and our diligence in 
order to attain do not seem to mix until you recog-

nize that we have been predestined to press on in an 
ordered advancement of understanding that is on full 
display. I desire to have my role to that end be done 
in a Scripture-based way as evidence of His grace in 
my life; that I might continue to grow in grace and a 
fuller knowledge of Him. I hope you do as well.

Our destiny is set and so is our personal role in rep-
resenting His power, wisdom and mercy. We simply 
are on the blind side of our destined experience until 
it unfolds. Therefore, I personally desire to continue 
to know more of God (Colossians 1:10) and to un-
derstand what Scripture literally says about Him. I do 
not consider myself as already in possession of all the 
growth that this life of experience is designed to pro-
vide (Philippians 3:12-14). Never forget that we are 
on the ignorant side of all-knowing sovereignty. With 
Paul as our example, in our growth of understand-
ing Scripture, we recognize that we should continue 
to search the Scriptures expecting further light from 
the completed Word. We will not possess the experi-
ence that is our ultimate allotment while still clothed 
in carnality. We are left here for now in mortal weak-
ness as a witness of our revealed predestined role. To 
that end we simply remain diligent and open to seek 
a fuller understanding of God and His Will.

Approach Scripture with an understanding of the 
times and seasons of God’s revealed Will and see 
what happens next. This is the tremendous opportu-
nity that is uniquely ours, an opportunity that is the 
basis affecting all other aspects of life. Love-based 
understanding results from the experience of tribula-
tions (Romans 5:1-5). Confident gratitude for God’s 
rich love for us, His inclusion of us, and His gift of 
enlightened eyes is the thing that overcomes the short-

The Disruption of the World
A Compilation

See order form under 
“Compilations.”

148 pages

A broad study of the crucial, but all-too-often overlooked teaching of Scripture 
of the events between Genesis 1:1 and Genesis 1:2. Sometimes known as “The 
Gap,” “The Overthrow,” or “The Disruption,” this key event in God’s ages 
lays the important foundation for the ministry of Paul, the Apostle.

This critical compilation of 13 chapters from 8 authors will be an essential 
part of a Bible student’s library. Authors include: E.W. Bullinger, A.E. Knoch, 
Edward Clayton and John Essex.

http://www.studyshelf.com/compilations.htm#3715
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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comings of the flesh – even the flesh’s greatest short-
coming, which is death (I Corinthians 15:53-57).

Rather than taking a “defense of tradition” or a “manip-
ulation toward your own end” approach to Scripture 
study, think in terms of just understanding what is be-
ing said. Consider the context of what is being said and 
how the information fits in the revealed Will of God. 
Think in terms of the origin of the world, the creation 
of Adam with the regeneration of the Earth after the 
first judgement, Noah and the second judgement sur-
rounding the second flood,19 and Abraham’s call with 
justification by faith alone, followed by the first cov-
enant with the chosen nation of Israel. This will give a 
contextual understanding of the revelation of the Will 
of God through the first twelve chapters of Genesis.

The critical takeaway here is that God has now re-
vealed His intention to bring blessing to the Earth 
by establishing a geo-political theocracy that will be 
vested in Israel and will saturate the entire planet. 
This is the grand context of all prophecy. Let that 
sink into your understanding. God has revealed His 
intention with the entire Earth, and it is to be accom-
plished through His chosen nation. This revealed 
geo-political theocracy, that is the foundational ba-
sis of all of prophecy, is the preeminent theme that 
makes up the context of Scripture clear through the 
book of Acts. There are plenty of accounts of events 
that carry the underlying message of God blessing, 
rescuing, judging, guiding, weeping over, praising 
and otherwise interacting with His chosen vessels. 
All of these accounts carry a message of deliverance 
into the prophesied coming “Kingdom of Heaven” 
on Earth. It all points to God’s intention to establish 

19.	See footnote 2.

a worldwide government, His Kingdom on Earth. 
This prophecy is fulfilled with all of humanity being 
blessed by God through the channel of His chosen 
nation, Israel.20

After the close of the book of Acts there is once again 
a new revelation to be considered. This new revela-
tion is the completing revelation of all that God has 
intended for the Church which is His Body to com-
prehend at this time. This capstone of information is 
contained in the books of Ephesians and Colossians. 
It is here that God reveals through the apostle Paul in-
formation that had never yet been considered. In the 
beginning, God created the Heavens and the Earth. 
Up to the end of the book of Acts the revealed Will 
of God’s prophecy provides for everything that will 
bring the entire Earth under the authority of Christ 
via the setting up of the Kingdom of God on Earth.

But what about the Heavenly Places?

How will the disrupted celestial beings’ residency 
be brought into alliance with the Savior of all of cre-
ation? Just as on Earth, there has been drama playing 
out over the ages of time in the Heavens. Consider the 
iniquity created in Satan, the celestial beings that fol-
lowed with him and the demonic activity in Scripture, 
or however you currently understand the origin of 
evil, and recognize that it has provided a backdrop of 
contrast against which the revealed grace, power and 
wisdom of Almighty God can be witnessed by all of 
creation – grace, power and wisdom that was and is a 
continuing visible execution of God conciliating ALL 
of creation. Paul reveals that a new church, apart from 
20.	[Editor:] The “end” of prophecy is the consummation where God 

is All in all. Israel as the channel of blessing to the Earth/nations is 
the prelude to that, including Christ as King on the Earth.


 None of us should dare to be so presumptuous as to estimate the end of the era of His Grace! – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

72 pages

The Divine Activation of Faith, and 
the Myth of Free Will

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
What is faith? Who is a believer? Is faith a matter of human choice, or is it a 
gift from God? Do those who have faith understand and believe everything 
correctly? Or, do they experience areas or degrees of unbelief? Can one be 
weak or strong in faith? Is there room in faith for growth? These are among 
the important questions that are considered in this work.

See order form under “Pilkington.”

http://www.studyshelf.com/clp.htm#3289
http://studyshelf.com/orderform-studyshelf.pdf
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Faith accepts His sayings, confidence acquiesces in His ways, love rests in His essence. – A.E. Knoch (1874-1965)




prophecy,  was chosen before the “foundation of the 
world”21 to be the Body that works as a joint-heir with 
Christ our Head in the Heavenly Places. A new called-
out body of saints who are destined as Heaven’s citi-
zenry, predestined to be without spot and blameless, 
and seated with Christ in Heavenly Places, was never 
a subject discussed in prophecy (Ephesians 2:4-7).

Our calling, purpose and destiny are found only 
within the mystery revelation contained in Ephe-
sians and Colossians. It is critical that you understand 
that the forming of this new called-out church, that is 
taking place today, is the answer for the silence of God 
today. Prophecy has been paused in order to form 
this Heaven destined calling. Our unique opportu-
nity and high calling, with its witness throughout all 
of Heaven via the victory demonstrated at Calvary, is 
what God is doing today.

Consider the simple chart below as an outline of the 
unfolding ages in which God is demonstrating His 
grace, power, and wisdom throughout the expanse 
of marked time. These milestone events and eons 
21.	See footnote 2.

are represented clearly in Scripture, and they reveal 
insight into God’s plan for the ages. Diligently seek 
after God as you consider Scripture. As you study, 
think in terms of the context of the time you are 
reading about and what God is revealing relative to 
each unfolding eon of time. Ask who exactly are the 
chosen that He is specifically dealing with at the time, 
and what is the ultimate destiny of those chosen ones 
within the context of the conciliation of all things.

Within the progressing drama of God’s unfolding 
History, we now know that had the forces of evil un-
derstood the far reach of Calvary’s victory, they never 
would have crucified the Lord of Glory (I Corinthi-
ans 2:5-8). Remember, for experience and demon-
stration purposes they, too, operate on the ignorant 
side of sovereignty.

(to be continued)

Topics:
Major: Scripture; Study; Understanding
Minor: Ages; Calling, Prophecy; Sovereigntybsn

The Unfolding Ages
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Not even Christ had an escape from death. Our Head died because He was a man. – Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.

Mark Vogt is doing a great job [on the curriculum]. 
The lessons are thorough and written in such a way 
that I don’t know how anyone can argue against the 
contents. – South Africa

My brother passed away. As near as I can tell he nev-
er believed, but I am so glad that God has allowed me 
to believe in His sovereignty and in the salvation of 
all. So, keep preaching it. – OH

This is yet another “stunningly stellar” edition [BSN 
960]. Thank you for your faithful work. The three-
fold setting aside of Israel in the book of Acts while 
pointing out Paul’s advancement of truth concerning 
“Justification” – “Conciliation” – “The Secret Admin-
istration” (our planned destiny before the foundation 
of the world) is great clarifying teaching. It is amaz-
ing how few people grasp Acts correctly; its correct 
portioning is paramount to understanding what is 
going on today. Thank you for being a truth seeker 
above all else. – IN

Do carry on with making much ado about the ultimate 
reconciliation of all men to God, the true gospel mes-
sage – unlike the standard “evangelical” fare of end-
less hell torments which, understandably, the world 
has rejected. I do believe the secular world has reject-
ed historic Church teaching because the fundamen-
tal message going out concerning salvation has been 
horribly compromised and flawed. I am doing what I 
can to correct that. What sane person wants to draw 
nearer to either a man or a Deity holding a blow torch 

to them? I have been called a heretic, [and have been] 
ostracized, slandered, misrepresented, etc. because I 
have held to the ancient teaching; but with God’s help 
I continue to “plow in hope.” The obstacles are great, 
and the deck seems stacked against us, but the Cause 
is right and God will be vindicated. May we be given 
strength from above to “press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ.” – VT

[Daily Email Goodies:] Enjoying these EVERY day! 
Thank You! – AZ

Although it has been a few years since we last spoke, 
I want you to know that I love you and I have contin-
ued to follow you and your teachings. Thank you for 
all that you do to Glorify our Father and God. – CA

I don’t know how you manage to do so much … it can 
only be with God’s supernatural help and strength! – 
South Africa

I have ordered 6 of your books and can’t wait to read 
them. My wife and I are really enjoying your videos. 
Your ministry is a blessing to us. Thank you very 
much. – AR

Ephesians & Colossians
Scripture for the Present Administration

by — Clyde L. Pilkington, Jr.
Ephesians and Colossians are the present truth for the current dispensation. Ephe-
sians introduces the Secret Administration in which we live, while Colossians, its 
companion epistle, completes the Word of God. There are no other Secret Adminis-
tration letters beyond Ephesians and Colossians.

See order form under “Clyde Pilkington.”76 pages (2nd edition)
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A History and Philoso-
phy of Marriage: 
Polygamy and Monogamy 
Compared
by — James Campbell
(originally published in 1869)
142 pages

A reprint of the Christian Philanthropist James 
Campbell’s classic work originally published in 
1869 in Boston, Massachusetts.

(see order form under “Histories.”)
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